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Home Affairs 

Home Office 

Operation Pathway: Report Following Review 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/terrorism-act-
2000/Lord-Carlile-report-and-HS-lette/Lord-Carliles-report-op-2311?view=Binary  

Letter from the Home Secretary to Lord Carlile 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/terrorism-act-
2000/Lord-Carlile-report-and-HS-lette/letter-of-response-HS-LC-2311?view=Binary  
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Israel 

Queen's Speech Debate (House of Commons) 

includes: 
 

col 268  David Miliband: … There is more consensus in the international community 
than for many years about the basis for a resolution of the dispute between Israel and the 
Palestinians. The Clinton parameters of 2000-01 broadly encapsulated the terms for a 
viable two-state solution, but the parties are moving further apart, and those Palestinians 
and Israelis who are committed to the idea of a Palestinian state based on 1967 borders, 
with Jerusalem as a shared capital and a fair settlement for refugees, appear smaller in 
number and weaker in politics than ever before. The US Administration are engaged in a 
good-faith endeavour to bridge the gap. Their leadership and determination offer the best 
current hope of progress. We will continue to support these efforts-for example, 
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supporting Prime Minister Fayyad in his economic and security efforts, and delivering aid 
into Gaza-and like the US and many others, we will continue to reinforce to the Israeli 
Government, as I will later today when I meet Deputy Prime Minister Shalom, our 
deepest concern about settlement activity, including in East Jerusalem, which is not just 
illegal, but provocative and prejudicial to the chance of peace talks. Israel's democracy 
and values should place it at the heart of the international mainstream, but these acts 
only play into the hands of those who wrongly seek to delegitimise its very existence. We 
will not give up on the dwindling opportunity to deliver a two-state solution, because the 
alternatives-for the people of Israel, Palestine and the region-look so much worse. … 
 

Mr. Robert Marshall-Andrews (Medway) (Lab): The Foreign Secretary will be aware 
that, under the Geneva Conventions Act 1957 and the Geneva Conventions 
(Amendment) Act 1995, our country has not only a right, but a duty, to pursue in criminal 
courts those who are responsible for grave breaches of those conventions. As a matter of 
urgency, will he therefore speak to the Director of Public Prosecutions with a view to 
issuing warrants against those who have been found by the Goldstone report to be 
clearly and flagrantly in breach of those conventions? 
 

David Miliband: My reading of the Goldstone report suggests that it raises issues for the 
state of Israel, rather than for individuals involved in the conflict. We have made it clear 
that the first step in response to that report is for a full and transparent independent 
inquiry into the allegations to take place. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091123/debtext/91123-
0003.htm  
 

col  283 Mr Hague: … we are also deeply concerned by the announcement last week 
that 900 new housing units will be built in East Jerusalem. We are also distressed and 
concerned about the humanitarian situation in Gaza, especially as it seems that the UK 
has not yet been able to spend any of the funding earmarked for reconstruction there. 
This is another foreign policy issue on which the Prime Minister has made headlines in 
the past and then not followed through. He made several commitments in the wake of the 
Gaza conflict, saying in January: 

"Britain is prepared to give naval resources so that we can monitor and stop arms 
traffic and arms getting into Gaza." 

However, astonishingly, he made that commitment to stopping arms smuggling without 
establishing first whether the UK had the capacity to do it … 
… we want the allegations made in the Goldstone report to be properly investigated by 
all the parties concerned. That is the Government's position, and it is the position of the 
Opposition. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091123/debtext/91123-
0006.htm  
 

col 294  Mr. Davey: … Prime Minister Netanyahu, Likud and their coalition partners are 
in real danger of totally isolating and undermining the moderate Palestinians and Arabs-
people who have been patient and moderate despite all the humiliations. For Israel's 
sake, I hope that the Israeli Government wake up soon and realise that while settlement 
expansion continues it is simply unreasonable to expect any Palestinian leader to 
negotiate. Of course we know that Israelis still suffer dreadfully under the threat of 
terrorist attack, especially from the rockets of Hamas and others, and the international 
community must always remember to condemn such indiscriminate attacks made on 
civilians populations, but how does alienating Palestinians from their more moderate 
leaders in Fatah and elsewhere hinder and hurt Hamas? How does the continuing 
blockade of Gaza win over the Palestinians? … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091123/debtext/91123-
0008.htm  
 

col 329  Mr. Malcolm Moss: … Only last week, it was revealed that some in the 
Palestinian leadership were allegedly planning to resurrect an idea, dating back to 1988, 
of an independent Palestinian state based on 1967 boundaries through a resolution in 
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the UN Security Council. That immediately led to retaliation on the part of some Israeli 
Ministers who said that the annexation of parts of the west bank would follow any such 
action by the Palestinians. 
I am sure that hon. Members would agree that the spiralling animosity and belligerence 
on that issue cannot be allowed to deteriorate still further. … Given the Israeli response 
in Gaza and the election of a right-wing Government in that country, there seems to be a 
growing tendency to blame the stalling on Israeli intransigence, but repeated statements 
even now from its Government and Prime Minister Netanyahu are indeed to work 
towards a final settlement. … we must not overlook Israel's commitment to securing a 
viable Palestinian neighbour. In lieu of political talks, Israel's bottom-up approach to 
peace has been reasonably successful and resulted in some significant economic and 
security improvements in the west bank. … Israel has also facilitated the transfer of a 
substantial quantity of arms to the Palestinian Authority, including 900 rifles, 1 million 
bullets and logistical equipment, including surveillance and communication gear. … It is 
important that we recognise the very positive steps taken by Israel. The security and 
economic improvements in the west bank are testament to the commitment by Israel, 
albeit at the moment on a rather modest scale, to creating a viable and prosperous 
Palestinian state. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091123/debtext/91123-
0013.htm  
 

col 333  Jeremy Corbyn: … We should recognise the anger felt throughout Palestine, 
and by many people across the world, at the Israeli invasion and occupation of Gaza less 
than a year ago; at the fact that illegal weapons were used; and at the fact that when the 
matter came to a vote in the UN Human Rights Council, the British delegate apparently 
either abstained, was missing or did not vote. … [The Goldstone] report will now come 
before the Security Council. I hope that the British representative, along with other 
representatives, will recognise the importance of considering it, of a full investigation of it, 
and of the possibility of taking the issue to the International Criminal Court in the 
foreseeable future. … 
… The firefighters [from Nablus] went on to describe their work. They described how they 
were shot at by Israel defence forces when trying to attend emergencies as part of their 
job, and said that their tools had not been updated since 1996, despite offers of aid and 
support from the Fire Brigades Union and others; that equipment is still held up in the 
docks somewhere in Haifa, because Israeli officials will not let it through. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091123/debtext/91123-
0014.htm 
 

col 338  Mr. Robert Marshall-Andrews: … my generation has always had a natural 
sympathy and empathy with the state of Israel-always. Whatever its geographical 
legitimacy, it is a state that was born within my lifetime and born out of indescribable 
suffering. There has always been a belief in my generation that the state of Israel should 
be supported, if nothing else, for that reason, but it needs to be said now that, for me and 
for many of my generation, that empathy is now at an end. That partiality which was 
natural within international corridors is now finished. Israel must now be judged without 
partiality as any other nation state within the community of nations, and, if the acts that it 
commits make it an international pariah, that is precisely how it must be judged. … 
… On the west bank, there are now 285,000 illegal settlers. There are 200,000 in East 
Jerusalem, and that does not account for the 200,000 illegal settlers who are not in 
formal settlements. There are 75,000 housing units planned on the west bank-illegally-as 
we speak. That is not a resettlement of people, or a diaspora of Britons in the Dordogne; 
it is the illegal colonisation of another's land. … 
… The Goldstone report is an enormous indictment of individual acts of cruelty and acts 
that are undoubtedly crimes against humanity and war crimes. There was deliberate 
killing of civilians; … the offences committed, particularly in Gaza, are international 
offences against the fourth Geneva convention and its protocol. In this country we are 
signatories to the convention and under the Geneva Conventions Act 1957 and the 
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Geneva Conventions (Amendment) Act 1995 we have not only a right but a duty to track 
down, investigate and prosecute those in breach of the convention. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm091123/debtext/91123-
0015.htm 
 
 

Queen's Speech Debate (House of Lords) 

col 61  Lord Turnberg: … I express my interest as a trustee of a charity that we set up 
last year in my late son's name. The Daniel Turnberg Travel Fellowship Scheme is 
supporting 20 medical researchers from the Middle East to spend a few weeks in the UK 
learning new techniques, making contact with leading researchers and planning 
continuing research collaboration for when they go home. Of these 20, five are from the 
West Bank, seven are from Israel and the rest are from Jordan, Egypt and Lebanon. All 
are enthusiastic and keen to collaborate. 
Of course, this is not the only scheme. Another, called Building Bridges, has brought two 
Palestinian and two Israeli trainee doctors to spend three months in the UK in specialist 
training. They live together in a flat provided for them, and the first group have become 
firm friends and colleagues. I know of similar low-key schemes for undergraduate 
students. One, at City University London, is for about a dozen students from Israel and 
Palestine, and there are others for lawyers and journalists, each bringing together people 
from both sides. … 
When I visited two large children's hospitals in Israel recently, I was struck by the number 
of Palestinian children from Gaza being treated there. In the Safra Children's Hospital at 
Tel Hashomer, there are always 30 or 40 children and their families from Gaza receiving 
specialist care, and about half of all cardiac surgery at Safra is on Gazan children. A 
similar story is told at the Schneider Children's Hospital. Indeed, a visit to any Israeli 
hospital reveals remarkable numbers of Palestinian patients being treated by Jewish and 
Arab doctors and nurses. This interaction at the grass roots is reflected in joint research 
activities between Israeli and Palestinian universities in Gaza, almost all of which are 
below the radar because of Hamas pressure to clamp down on collaboration. … One 
remarkable story gives me some hope for the future: the terrible story of the paediatrician 
in Gaza who tragically lost three of his children when an Israeli bomb dropped on his 
house during the conflict in January. His remaining child and a niece were badly injured, 
but they were all shipped out in a helicopter that was sent immediately by the Safra 
hospital in Israel that I mentioned earlier. They were treated in intensive care, where they 
recovered, and were sent home. That paediatrician returned later and placed a memorial 
plaque to his three children in the hallway of the Israeli hospital, and he is dedicating 
some equipment to them there-a remarkable and touching thing to do. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91119-0005.htm  
 

col 66  Lord Hylton: … Both Israel and Palestine, in fact or potentially, contain important 
national minorities. Israel has well over 1 million Palestinian citizens. Within Palestine, 
Israeli economic, rather than ideological, migrants could remain in the future where they 
now are, provided that they accept Palestinian jurisdiction. Each of the two states could 
come to see its national minority not as a liability but rather as an asset. This would, of 
course, depend on both sides complying with best international practice. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200910/ldhansrd/text/91119-0006.htm 
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

Children, Schools and Families Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/childrenschoolsandfamilies.html  
 
Constitutional Reform and Governance Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/constitutionalreformandgovernance.html  
 
Crime and Security Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/crimeandsecurity.html 
 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/equality.html  
 
Flood and Water Management Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2009-10/floodandwatermanagement.html  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
 
Protection of Vulnerable Groups Implementation: Consultation on Significant Draft 
Secondary Legislation, Guidance and Regulatory Impact Assessment (Scotland 
only) (closes 2 February 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/children-
families/pvglegislation/Consultation09 

TOP 
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