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Home Affairs 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Church Buildings 
Lord Mawson: To ask Her Majesty's Government what consideration they have given to 
encouraging wider community use of church buildings in England which are under-used 
outside the times of regular church services. [HL6137] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Communities 
and Local Government & Department for Work and Pensions (Lord 
McKenzie of Luton): The wider community use of church buildings, and of the 
buildings of other faiths, was the subject of a joint working group between the 
Church of England and five government departments. This led to the publication of 
a report, Churches and Faith Buildings: Realising the Potential, in March 2009. 
The report sets “out a range of actions to help faith groups engage effectively in 
local and regional agendas, it outlines some resources that might help to make 
faith buildings more user-friendly as part of wider community activities, and .... 
ways in which providers of funding and policy makers might better understand 
what faith groups bring to community”. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91106w0001.htm#0911
0657000303  

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
International Day against Fascism and anti-Semitism  
9 November is the International day against fascism and anti-Semitism, the annual 
commemoration of "Krystallnacht" since 1988. Commenting on the anniversary, Foreign 
Secretary David Miliband said "we all have a duty to stand up to hatred wherever we find 
it, at home and around the world". David Miliband said: 'Today we remember the events 
of Krystallnacht, the Night of the Broken Glass in 1938. We remember what has and can 
happen when hatred goes unchallenged. This anniversary reminds us why we need to 
guard against hatred and speak out against all forms of discrimination. By remembering 
Krystallnacht, we can help ensure the horrific events of that night are never repeated. 
This year I was proud to be among the first to sign the London Declaration on Combating 
Anti-Semitism. The declaration calls on national governments, parliaments, international 
institutions, political and civic leaders and civil society to "affirm democratic and human 
values, build societies based on respect and citizenship and combat any manifestations 
of anti-Semitism and discrimination. We all have a duty to stand up to hatred wherever 
we find it, at home and around the world.' 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=21151712  
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Israel 
United Nations 

As winter’s rigours descend on Gaza, UN calls on Israel yet again to open 
crossings 
he United Nations and its non-governmental organization (NGO) partners today called 
yet again on Israel to immediately open crossings into the Gaza Strip to give Palestinians 
access to desperately needed materials, especially in view of the coming winter and 
rainy season. 
“The winter will be particularly hard on the children of Gaza, whose capacity to withstand 
the rigours of a cold, wet winter has already been severely undermined by a marked 
deterioration of basic services and descent into poverty,” the UN Humanitarian 
Coordinator for the occupied Palestinian territory, Maxwell Gaylard, said in a news 
release, the latest of countless UN appeals to reopen the crossings since Israel’s three-
week war against Hamas last winter. …The fighting left communities, families and 
children fearful and traumatized, many of them living in ruins, virtually destitute, and 
relying increasingly on the UN and its humanitarian partners for daily sustenance.  … 
“The people of Gaza share with everyone else the right to dignified lives, free of 
indiscriminate and prolonged suffering. They should not be subjected to this continuation 
of collective punishment brought on by the blockade … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32892&Cr=gaza&Cr1=  

 
 

Assembly President calls on Israel, Palestinians to implement resolution on Gaza 
conflict 
General Assembly President Ali Treki today urged Israel and the Palestinians to heed the 
body’s call to conduct credible investigations into charges that both sides were guilty of 
serious human rights violations during the conflict in the Gaza Strip at the start of the 
year. … “This vote was an important declaration against impunity, it was a call for justice 
and accountability,” Mr. Treki told reporters in New York, calling for both the Israelis and 
Palestinians to carry out independent inquiries within three months as required in the 
resolution. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32876&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/160/amend/pbc1600911m.15
43-1549.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

  
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32892&Cr=gaza&Cr1
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32876&Cr=Gaza&Cr1
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/160/amend/pbc1600911m.1543-1549.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/160/amend/pbc1600911m.1543-1549.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
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Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
  
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
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