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Home Affairs 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Radicalism: Internet 
Margaret Moran: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what budget 
his Department has allocated to tackle the spread of extremism on the web. [292787] 

Mr. Hanson: A wide range of work is being undertaken to prevent the spread of 
extremism including hate crime and terrorism on the web. Work is also being 
undertaken by the police. It is not possible to give comprehensive figures for the 
resources allocated to this. 

Margaret Moran: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
organisations his Department is working with to prevent the spread of extremism on the 
web; and if he will make a statement. [292788] 

Mr. Hanson: The strategy to tackle the use of the internet by terrorists and violent 
extremists is delivered by a wide range of organisations, including a number of 
Government Departments and agencies, the police, and, crucially, community 
activists. The internet is a tool which terrorists and violent extremists may seek to 
use across the range of their activities. We are determined to work with all these 
partners to make the internet a more hostile environment for them. 
Furthermore, in September 2009 the Government launched their Cross-
Government Hate Crime Action Plan. This sets out work to improve responses to 
all types of hate crime, including incitement to hatred that occurs on the internet. It 
includes actions to update police guidance and structures to ensure effective, 
robust responses to internet hate crime. 

Margaret Moran: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department with which 
industry partners he has had discussions on preventing the spread of extremism on the 
web. [292789] 

Mr. Hanson: A range of industry representatives attended a ministerial meeting in 
February 2008 to discuss ways in which the Home Department might work 
together with industry partners to tackle online radicalisation. The focus of efforts 
since has been informed by that discussion, reflecting companies’ concerns and 
priorities and Government’s desire to take a proportionate and evidence-based 
approach. Officials continue to hold constructive discussions with industry to 
develop existing work and explore other options. It would not be appropriate to 
name the companies involved in these voluntary discussions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w00
18.htm#09110238000139  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

Gaza 
Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what support they will give to 
the recommendations of the United Nations fact-finding mission on the Gaza conflict, as 
contained in the Goldstone report, to implement the international rule of law. 

Lord Brett: My Lords, we have made it clear that the Goldstone report on Gaza 
has its flaws, including not adequately recognising Israel’s right to protect its 
citizens. However, the report raises important issues that are of serious concern. 
Attacks by Palestinian militants in Israel constitute a breach of international 
humanitarian law. The report also makes allegations about Israeli conduct, and we 
urge the Israeli Government to carry out full, credible and impartial investigations. 

Baroness Northover: I thank the noble Lord for that reply. He will probably recall that 
when we called for accountability in the wake of the conflict in Gaza, we were told to wait 
for the Goldstone report. That report has been published and says that there is serious 
evidence of war crimes which ought to be investigated. Yet, as the Minister has just 
repeated, the Government say that the report has flaws. Will the Minister publish the 
legal advice on which this conclusion is based and, if there is no accountability and 
justice, will he say whether he thinks there can be any hope of peace in the Middle East? 

Lord Brett: My Lords, the report to which the noble Baroness refers is due to be 
debated in the United Nations on 4 November, which I believe is the earliest 
opportunity. That debate will reveal the arguments and why nations support or do 
not support the Goldstone report. It made broad interpretations of international law 
with which we did not agree, which will become evident when we make our views 
known on that occasion. It does not allow us to resile from our obligations to have 
an independent and thorough investigation into the Israeli defence forces. It has 
happened in respect of previous conflicts and Israel can be proud of those reports 
because they have hidden nothing and revealed everything. That will help 
everyone involved in the peace process. 

Lord Anderson of Swansea: My Lords, the United Nations Human Rights Commission 
devalued itself by putting Libya into the chair and finding itself able to criticise only Israel. 
Is there not a danger now that this new council, created by the United Nations in 2006, 
will go the same way by its manner of selecting from the Goldstone report only those 
sections dealing with the allegations against Israel and ignoring those against Hamas? 

Lord Brett: My noble friend makes a point that many fear. Having spent some 
time in the United Nations system, I can say that we have to live with the system 
that emerges. I rely on those who are prepared to challenge such a position to do 
so when the United Nations debates this more fully early this month. 

Lord Hannay of Chiswick: My Lords, does the Minister not recognise that the 
Goldstone report criticised Hamas just as it criticised the Government of Israel? Does he 
not agree that the Israeli Government’s rather intemperate attacks on the Goldstone 
report might be a little more credible if they had actually been prepared to admit Judge 
Goldstone and his colleagues to Israel, and to co-operate with them, which they refused 
to do? Would it not be better if they addressed the report rather than playing the man? 

Lord Brett: Personally, my Lords, I have a lot of sympathy with the views of the 
noble Lord. After a decade of negotiating in that part of the world, I have come to 
the conclusion that the farther one is from the conflict, the clearer the solution. The 
negotiations therefore become opaque and very difficult. The Israelis thought that 
the process was flawed from the beginning, because of the basis of the terms of 
reference, but in hindsight it seems to me that in any situation we will make less 
progress by apportioning blame and more by looking to the future. 

Lord Turnberg: My Lords, does my noble friend agree that even Goldstone thinks that 
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his report cannot be used as evidence in law, and has said so? Does he also agree that 
there is a danger here for any army engaged in war—for example, our own in 
Afghanistan? If we were to ask the Taliban what they thought of the civilian deaths 
occurring in Afghanistan, for example, and were to report that to a largely hostile United 
Nations commission, it would make it extremely difficult for any army to go to war in any 
situation. 

 Lord Brett: I doubt that I can go as far as my noble friend in his allusion to the 
Taliban being an independent judge of affairs in their state. I believe that it is on 
the historical record that, when the Israelis have investigated, post-conflict, the 
situations of their armed forces, Ministry of Defence, et cetera, they have come up 
with robust, clear, transparent and very significant conclusions. That is why an 
inquiry from Israel would be far more significant than waiting for ever for Hamas 
inquiries. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: My Lords, I was in southern Israel when we had only 15 
seconds to rush into air-raid shelters as rocket bombs from Gaza rained down on us. The 
destruction and loss of life caused by Operation Cast Lead is, indeed, truly regrettable, 
but does the precedent set by the Goldstone report, in accusing Israel of crimes against 
humanity in its targeted response to terrorist attacks, take into account the possible 
implications for our own British security in response to terrorism directed at us? 

Lord Brett: I think that that question deviates considerably from the Question on 
the Order Paper. While I may have sympathy with the question, I have no intention 
of seeking to provide the answer, because we are discussing a very serious 
situation where, as recently as yesterday, interventions by the American Secretary 
of State, Hillary Clinton, offer some hope that things might move forward. As I 
have said, my previous experience has told me that the harsher the opinions 
issued within 24 hours of an announcement, the more that you can repent at your 
leisure. 

Lord Howell of Guildford: My Lords, a few minutes ago the noble Lord, Lord Anderson, 
made a very balanced point. I think that everyone agrees that terrible things occurred on 
both sides during the Gaza conflict, as tend to be the case in such situations. However, 
when the United Nations comes to debate this matter later in the week, would the 
Minister agree that the reports of the UN authorities, and its Human Rights Council, 
would carry more authority if they gave the same attention to abuses of human rights by, 
say, China in Tibet or Russia in Chechnya—or even by the United States in Iraq—rather 
than becoming solely focused on the Israeli question, serious though that is? 

Lord Brett: I thank the noble Lord for that travelogue. The truth is that the UN will 
be debating a specific issue, and from my experience it is better to relate to that 
than to extend it to other circumstances, because if you do so it tends to make the 
solution to the issue on the paper even less possible. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91102-
0001.htm#0911028000497  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91102-0002.htm  

 
 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent representations he has received on (a) an academic boycott and, (b) a general 
boycott of Israel. [296642] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: I discuss the situation in the Middle East with a wide range of 
stakeholders including trade unions and non-governmental organisations. As I 
have made clear to them and publicly, the Government are opposed to boycotts of 
Israel. This, among other issues, were also discussed in my meeting, on 27 
October 2009, with the Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon. We both 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91102-0001.htm#0911028000497
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91102-0001.htm#0911028000497
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91102-0002.htm


 
4 

agreed on the need to make progress towards a two-state solution and the 
detrimental impact that boycotts of Israel would have both on that goal and 
bilateral ties. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w00
10.htm#09110238000077  
 

Middle East 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the policy of the Israeli government on the (a) volume 
and (b) type of goods entering Gaza from (i) Israel and (ii) Egypt; and if he will make a 
statement. [296624] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Some basic humanitarian assistance has been entering Gaza 
through the crossings from Israel, but the overall flow of goods into Gaza remains 
severely limited. Israel has not provided clarity on what types or volumes of goods 
it will and will not permit to enter Gaza. The flow of goods and materials falls far 
short of addressing basic human needs of Gaza’s estimated 1.5 million people 
and prevents all but token efforts towards reconstruction. On average, the 
government of Israel allows the transfer of just 60 per cent. of the industrial fuel 
required per week to operate Gaza’s only power plant at the current maximum 
capacity of 80 megawatts. The number of trucks carrying humanitarian and 
commercial goods is routinely restricted to approximately a third of the weekly 
average before restrictions were tightened. The import of building materials and 
agricultural inputs is heavily curtailed. 
The Rafah crossing from Egypt is primarily a pedestrian crossing and is often 
closed. Restrictions imposed by the government of Israel also affect goods 
passing formally from Egypt, which are channelled via Israel through the Kerem 
Shalom crossing. 
Large quantities of a wide variety of items continue to enter Gaza from Egypt via 
tunnels. Given the illicit nature of the trade, it is hard to quantify the trade. Reports 
from Gaza suggest that a wide variety of goods which cannot be imported any 
other way are entering through the tunnels, and are then available on the open 
market. Arms are undoubtedly part of this trade. According to a recent UN report 
approximately 100,000 litres of diesel and 100,000 litres of petrol is transferred 
into Gaza via the tunnels each day.  
We will continue to urge action to press the Israeli authorities to ease border 
restrictions into Gaza and allow the passage of essential humanitarian aid and 
reconstruction material. The Prime Minister stressed this point most recently in his 
joint letter, on 16 October 2009, with President Sarkozy to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w00
10.htm#09110238000079  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Sir John Stanley: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
for what reason the UK did not participate in the recent vote on the report of the UN Fact 
Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict at the meeting of the UN Human Rights Council in 
Geneva; and if he will make a statement. [296389] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have made it absolutely clear that while aspects of the 
Goldstone report were flawed it raised very serious issues that we want to see 
addressed. We also made clear that the resolution did not adequately address 
Hamas' actions and Israel's right to protect its citizens. 
We did not vote because we were in the middle of detailed discussions about 
three key issues: the establishment of an independent inquiry, access for 
humanitarian aid to Gaza; and how to restart the peace process. We were 
pursuing these at the highest level, between my right hon. Friend the Prime 
Minister, French President Sarkozy and Prime Minister Netanyahu of Israel. The 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w0010.htm#09110238000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w0010.htm#09110238000077
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w0010.htm#09110238000079
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w0010.htm#09110238000079
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vote was called in the middle of those discussions and we did not wish to 
compromise the detailed work on those fundamental issues. 

Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent reports he has received on (a) violent incidents in Jerusalem and (b) 
the numbers of people injured in such incidents. [296499] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We are extremely concerned by recent disturbances in 
Jerusalem. We are unable to confirm the numbers of people injured, but our 
consulate general in Jerusalem is monitoring the situation on the ground extremely 
closely. 
We call on all parties to show restraint, and refrain from provocative actions in 
order to prevent the situation escalating. The EU presidency made this clear to 
both Israeli and Palestinian authorities on 26 October 2009. 

Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what recent discussions he has had with his international counterparts on 
investigations by the Israeli government in relation to the recent conflict with Palestine. 
[296500] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has had numerous 
conversations with Israeli and Palestinian leaders as well as with key Arab, 
European and US partners about the need for proper investigations of abuses 
alleged to have been committed by both sides during the Gaza conflict. I raised 
the need for such investigations with my Israeli counterpart on 27 October 2009. 
Our officials in Tel Aviv, Geneva, New York and elsewhere have also discussed 
the issue with their counterparts. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps at the United Nations he (a) has taken since July 2009 and (b) plans to take in the 
next six months to seek to prevent (i) weapons and (ii) funds from the government of Iran 
being sent to terrorist groups in (A) Afghanistan, (B) Iraq, (C) Gaza and (d) Lebanon; and 
if he will make a statement. [296573] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Government fully support UN Security Council Resolution 
(UNSCR) 1747, paragraph five of which calls upon Iran not to supply, sell or 
transfer directly or indirectly from its territory any arms or related materiel, as well 
as other relevant UNSCRs including 1701 and 1860. 
Following a number of interdicted shipments, we assess that Iran continues to act 
in breach of that Resolution by its ongoing supplying of weapons and funding to 
militia in Iraq, the Taliban in Afghanistan, Hamas and Hezbollah. This is 
unacceptable and further undermines international confidence in Iran. 
We will continue to work through the UN and with international partners to urge 
Iran to comply with its UN obligations. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he has (a) taken during the last six months and (b) plans to take during the next six 
months to tackle the shipment of weapons and funds from Iran to (i) Afghanistan, (ii) Iraq, 
(iii) Lebanon and (iv) Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [296574] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We take Iran’s support for militia in Iraq, the Taleban in 
Afghanistan, Hamas and Hezbollah seriously and will continue to work with 
international partners to urge Iran to play a more constructive role in the middle 
east region. We will continue to support the full implement existing UN Security 
Council Resolutions which prohibit Iran from supplying or selling arms or related 
materiel. 
Iranian support to illegitimate armed groups in Iraq (including supply of weapons, 
training or funding) is unacceptable. We have successfully interdicted some 
Iranian weapon shipments in Afghanistan which has led to temporary reductions in 
activity. We will continue to work with the Afghan Government to confront this. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the level of smuggling of (a) arms and (b) other 
material into Gaza from (i) Egypt and (ii) other countries; and if he will make a statement. 
[296612] 
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Mr. Ivan Lewis: The level of smuggling of other material into Gaza is significant, 
but difficult to assess. Reports from Gaza suggest that a wide variety of goods 
which cannot be imported any other way are entering through the tunnels, and are 
then available on the open market. Arms are undoubtedly part of this trade. 
According to a recent UN report approximately 100,000 litres of diesel and 
100,000 litres of petrol are transferred into Gaza via the tunnels each day. 
We will continue to urge action to prevent arms smuggling and press the Israeli 
authorities to ease border restrictions into Gaza and allow the passage of 
essential humanitarian aid and reconstruction material. My right hon. Friend the 
Prime Minister stressed this point most recently in his joint letter, on 16 October 
2009, with President Sarkozy to Prime Minister Netanyahu. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the effectiveness of the security barrier between Israel and 
the West Bank in preventing terrorist activity in Israel; and if he will make a statement. 
[296625] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: Israel is entitled to build a security barrier to protect its citizens 
from acts of violence. But the barrier should be confined to Israeli territory and not 
encroach on occupied territory. In some places, the barrier breaks up Palestinian 
territory, cuts Palestinian farmers off from their land and divides Palestinian 
communities, separating people from their families. We have particular concerns 
about the route of the barrier near East Jerusalem. 
In recent years, there has been a drop in the number of terrorist attacks in Israel. 
The political context is clearly an important factor. The barrier, which remains far 
from complete, may have played a role. There has also been a notable 
improvement in security provided by the Palestinian Authority Security Forces in 
the West Bank in line with Palestinian commitments under the Roadmap. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent steps he has taken to seek to secure the release of missing Israeli servicemen 
reported to be held by (a) Hezbollah, (b) Hamas and (c) Iran; and if he will make a 
statement. [296650] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: In August 2009, I met Gilad Shalit’s father during my visit to Israel 
and I reaffirmed, both privately and publicly, our call for Hamas to release Gilad 
Shalit immediately and without conditions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w00
11.htm#09110238000080 
 

Middle East: Economic Situation 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of progress in economic development in (a) the West Bank and 
(b) Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [296618] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The economic situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
remains difficult. According to the World Bank, gross domestic product is 
estimated to have declined by 34 per cent. in real per capita terms over the last 
decade. 
More recently, increased international aid in 2008 and 2009 has allowed 
Palestinian Prime Minister Fayyad to stabilise the public finances and pay salaries 
in both the West Bank and Gaza. The economy of the west bank has also 
benefited from the improved security provided by the Palestinian security forces 
and from the removal of some obstacles to movement around the west bank by 
the Israeli Government. 
The International Monetary Fund recently estimated that growth in the west bank 
could reach 7 per cent. for 2009. But unemployment remains close to double the 
level of a decade ago and much more needs to be done to return the economy to 
sustainable growth. 
In Gaza, the situation remains extremely serious. Israeli restrictions mean the 
productive sector of the economy has come to an almost complete standstill. 95 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w0011.htm#09110238000080
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w0011.htm#09110238000080
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per cent. of the manufacturing sector has shut operations and exports have 
effectively ceased. The economy now depends on Palestinian Authority and UN 
salaries together with illicit earnings from smuggling as the main sources of 
income. Official unemployment stands at 42 per cent. but the actual figure is likely 
to be in excess of 50 per cent. and there are worrying levels of aid dependence. 
We are working to support economic growth. We also call on the Israeli 
Government to go further in removing movement restrictions, to release telecoms 
frequencies for a second Palestinian mobile operator, to resume normal banking 
relations with Palestinian banks and to remove other barriers to economic growth. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w00
11.htm#09110238000081  
 

Palestinians: Politics and Government 
Lindsay Roy: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
assessment he has made of the humanitarian situation in Gaza. [297322] 

Mr. Michael Foster: The conflict that ended in January made worse an already 
extremely serious humanitarian situation. Today, more than nine months on, 75 
per cent. of Gazans still rely on some form of food aid and over 60 per cent. do not 
have daily access to water. The onset of winter will further affect those whose 
homes remain damaged or destroyed since the end of the conflict. 
Since the start of the conflict in December 2008, the UK has pledged almost £47 
million for immediate humanitarian assistance, early recovery and reconstruction. 
Whilst some basic humanitarian assistance has been entering Gaza, access 
constraints have severely hampered early recovery and reconstruction efforts. The 
UK will continue to press the Israeli Government for the provision of full, 
immediate and unhindered access for aid, aid workers and reconstruction 
materials, in line with fundamental humanitarian principles. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w00
04.htm#09110238000009  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the report of the UN Fact Finding Mission of the Gaza 
Conflict; and if he will make a statement. [296615] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: As our ambassador made clear to the Human Rights Council, the 
UN fact finding mission on Gaza has its flaws: 

• not adequately recognising Israel’s right to protect its citizens or paying 
sufficient attention to Hamas’s actions; 

• making broad assertions about detailed interpretation of international law 
with which we differ; and 

• (because Israel did not cooperate) lacking an authoritative Israeli 
perspective so crucial to determining the legality of actions. 

However, the report raises very important issues that are of serious concern and 
that we want to see addressed. Rocket attacks by Palestinian militants targeted at 
innocent civilians in southern Israel constitute a breach of international 
humanitarian law. The report also makes serious allegations about Israeli conduct 
and we urge the Israeli Government to carry out full, credible and impartial 
investigations into the concerns raised by the report. 
The full text of our intervention can be found at:  
http://www.fco.gov.uk/resources/en/press-
statement/11644804/21015315/goldstone-161009. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the US administration on the Middle East peace 
process; and if he will make a statement. [296622] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The US Administration, from the President down, have made 
clear their commitment to restarting negotiations and continue to work towards 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w0011.htm#09110238000081
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w0011.htm#09110238000081
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w0004.htm#09110238000009
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w0004.htm#09110238000009
http://www.fco.gov.uk/resources/en/press-statement/11644804/21015315/goldstone-161009
http://www.fco.gov.uk/resources/en/press-statement/11644804/21015315/goldstone-161009
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that goal. We are offering them our full support, as my right hon. Friend the 
Foreign Secretary made clear to US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on 11 
October 2009 and Senator George Mitchell on 28 October 2009. While significant 
obstacles undoubtedly remain, the alternatives to credible negotiations towards a 
two-state solution are far worse. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w00
11.htm#09110238000082  

 
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they are making to 
the Government of Israel about the alleged deaths of two Palestinians, the wounding of 
75 others, the destruction of 3,400 trees and the killing of 25 sheep, caused by Israeli 
colonists on the West Bank since the beginning of 2009. [HL5771] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Kinnock 
of Holyhead): We are concerned by recent reports of attacks by Israeli settlers 
against Palestinians in the West Bank. The UK has consistently condemned such 
acts of violence. We continue to urge the Israeli authorities to enforce the rule of 
law and take action to prevent such incidents. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91102w0003.htm#0911
0223000615  
 

Gaza: Birth Defects 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will recommend that 
reporting mechanisms be set up in Gaza, following the offensive by Israel, to investigate 
congenital abnormalities in babies born over the five years from 2010. [HL5769] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Kinnock 
of Holyhead): The World Health Organisation is currently monitoring the 
incidence of congenital abnormality in Gaza. The agency has carried out a 
retrospective study of 2008 to act as a baseline for ongoing monitoring. We 
understand that from a preliminary examination of 2009 data there is not an 
increased level of congenital abnormality in Palestinian children in Gaza. We will 
follow closely further conclusions reached. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91102w0002.htm#0911
0223000606  

 
 
United Nations 

Truckloads of goods enter Gaza from Israel, UN reports 
The Office of the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process 
reports that nearly 80 truckloads of goods entered Gaza from Israel yesterday through 
the Kerem Shalom crossing. The majority of the trucks contained fruit, cooking oil, dairy 
products, flour, frozen meat, tea and coffee. More than 100,000 kilograms of cooking gas 
also made it into Gaza through Kerem Shalom, UNSCO noted. However, the Karni 
conveyor belt and the Nahal Oz fuel pipelines remained closed. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32813&Cr=gaza&Cr1=  

TOP 
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Iran 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps at the United Nations he (a) has taken since July 2009 and (b) plans to take in the 
next six months on allegations of (i) arming and (ii) funding by Iran of Hamas; and if he 
will make a statement. [296558] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We take Iran's support, in the form of funding arms and training, 
to armed militants including Hamas very seriously. 
We continue to work with international partners to urge Iran to play a more 
constructive role in the middle east region. We will continue to press for the full 
implementation of UN Security Council Resolutions which prohibit Iran from 
supplying or selling arms or related material. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions (a) he, (b) Ministers and (c) officials in his Department plan to have with 
governments of Arab states on the statements about Israel made by the President of Iran 
at the United Nations General Assembly; and if he will make a statement. [296566] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have regular and ongoing dialogue at an official and political 
level with Arab states on wide range of regional issues including Iran. 
The Government have consistently condemned the Iranian President's 
inflammatory comments about the State of Israel and his offensive statements 
about the Holocaust. Such rhetoric is a recipe for instability and only serves to 
undermine international confidence in Iran's willingness to act as a respectable 
member of the international community. We will continue to speak out in response 
to such deplorable and ignorant comments. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w00
10.htm#09110238000074  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary talks Middle East Peace in Jordan  
David Miliband travelled to Amman in Jordan on 3 November for meetings with HM King 
Abdullah II and other officials focusing on the Middle East Peace Process. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=21123294  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/077/amend/am077-a.htm  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w0010.htm#09110238000074
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091102/text/91102w0010.htm#09110238000074
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/news/latest-news/?view=News&id=21123294
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/077/amend/am077-a.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
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Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

House of Lords, Select Committee on the Constitution 
Parliamentary Standards Bill & Policing and Crime Bill: Government Responses 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldselect/ldconst/173/173.pdf  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/074/amend/ml074-ir.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 
Launch of BBC "Democracy Live" website 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/democracylive/hi  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldselect/ldconst/173/173.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/074/amend/ml074-ir.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/democracylive/hi
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/charging09/
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878/charging09/
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolidationconsultation.aspx
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolidationconsultation.aspx
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