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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Food: Halal Meat 
Lord Patten: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
effects on consumers of halal meat of legislation in Norway, Sweden and Switzerland 
forbidding the slaughter of animals by throat-cutting. [HL5497] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs (Lord Davies of Oldham): No assessment has been 
made of the effects of the legislation in Norway, Sweden and Switzerland 
forbidding the slaughter of animals by throat cutting on UK consumers of halal 
meat. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019w0002.htm#0910
1910000427  

 
 
Crown Office (Scottish Procurator Fiscal Service) 

A man appeared in Edinburgh Sheriff Court yesterday charged with an offence under the 
Public Order Act. This follows a report to the police last year made by the Scottish 
Council of Jewish Communities in relation to a series of antisemitic comments posted on 
the Scotsman website. The man, Mohammed Sandia, has been committed for further 
examination, and bailed. There is no information yet as to when his trial will take place. 
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Community Relations 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Speech by John Denholm to Churches together in Britain and Ireland 
As Secretary of State for Communities, I am responsible for the Government's formal 
dialogue with faith communities, and also for co-ordinating that dialogue among 
government departments. Both my predecessors were practising members of their faith 
and could bring their own beliefs to bear on their responsibilities. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019w0002.htm#09101910000427
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019w0002.htm#09101910000427
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I, on the other hand, would see myself as a secular, humanist. Coming into this job, I 
thought it would be of interest - to me certainly and, I hope, to you - to explore the 
relationship between faith and government from that perspective. 
It has been suggested more than once that there is a secular agenda; a secular 
conspiracy even, at the heart of government and the state which seeks to marginalise 
faith and marginalise believers. I don't believe that is the case. And I will argue tonight 
that any such agenda would be profoundly misguided. 
The relationship between faith and government will not always - perhaps not often - be 
comfortable. Those of us in government will no doubt continue to take decisions which 
some faith communities disapprove of. But, at root, there are good reasons to maintain a 
relationship based on respect and understanding. … 
It is clear that we should all be equal citizens under the law. As the principle of the 
Jewish religious courts says 'the law of the land is the law' - the law of the land takes on 
the same status as a religious obligation; so in Jewish tradition a person of faith is 
obligated by religious as well as national law to adhere to the law of the land. 
The law can accommodate alternative procedures, voluntarily entered into, for resolving 
disputes. Sensitivity to religious concerns, such as the introduction of Sharia compliant 
financial products, can increase choice for all. … 
The truth about our British - or our English - identity is that it is not something that can be 
discovered; disinterred from the past through historical inquiry. Of course our shared 
history is an important part of who we are. But our understanding of that "we" changes as 
our society changes as a direct consequence of the history of trade, empire, missionary 
activity and war. … If we look for the essence of Britishness exclusively in our past we 
will discover past values which leave us distinctly uncomfortable. National identities are 
made. Made together through shared experience and exploration. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/churchestogether  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Military Aid 
Clare Short: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence what recent meetings have taken 
place between senior members of the UK armed forces and representatives of the Israeli 
Defence Force; what the purpose of each meeting was; and who attended each meeting. 
[293630] 

Mr. Bob Ainsworth [holding answer 16 October 2009]: There has been one such 
meeting: the Chief of the Defence Staff visited Israel in Sep 09. He met with his 
Israeli counterpart Gen Ashkenazi and other senior members of the Israeli military. 
He also went to the Occupied Palestinian Territories and met with senior 
Palestinians including the Minister of the Interior and the President's Chief of Staff. 
The purpose of his visit was in support of the middle east peace process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091019/text/91019w00
04.htm#0910197000059  
 

Israel and Palestine: Detained Parliamentarians 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning elected Palestinian parliamentarians held 
in Israeli prisons. [HL5492] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Kinnock 
of Holyhead): We remain concerned by the administrative detention of a 
significant number of Palestinians, including parliamentarians, in Israeli prisons. 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/churchestogether
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091019/text/91019w0004.htm#0910197000059
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091019/text/91019w0004.htm#0910197000059
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We continue to call for all elected Palestinian Legislative Council members 
detained by Israel to be either released or subject to due legal process. We made 
this explicitly clear in our 2008 Human Rights Report, published in March this year. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019w0003.htm#0910
1910000436  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps the Government plan to take in response to the findings of the UN inquiry by Judge 
Goldstone into human rights abuses during the Gaza conflict. [291965] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Prime Minister spoke to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu on 18 September 2009 and again on 14 October 2009. My right hon. 
Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to Defence Minister Barak on 29 September 
2009 and 13 October 2009. 
We have made clear that, while the Goldstone report has its flaws, there are 
serious allegations against both Hamas and Israel. Israel has undertaken a 
number of investigations. But we do not believe these have yet adequately 
addressed the concerns. We urge Israel to investigate allegations fully and 
credibly to ensure that there is full accountability for any breaches of the rule of 
law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091019/text/91019w00
08.htm#0910197000102  
 

Gaza: United Nations Fact Finding Mission 
Mr. Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has made any representations to the government of Israel consequent upon 
the report of the United Nations Fact-Finding Mission on the Gaza conflict. [293678] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Prime Minister spoke to Prime Minister 
Netanyahu on 18 September 2009 and again on 14 October 2009. My right hon. 
Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to Defence Minister Barak on 29 September 
2009 and 13 October 2009. 
We have made clear that, while the Goldstone report has its flaws, there are 
serious allegations against both Hamas and Israel. Israel has undertaken a 
number of investigations. But we do not believe these have yet adequately 
addressed the concerns. We urge Israel to investigate allegations fully and 
credibly to ensure that there is full accountability for any breaches of the rule of 
law. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091019/text/91019w00
08.htm#0910197000097  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government following the recent report of the 
United Nations Human Rights Council on the Gaza conflict, whether they will discuss 
with other United Nations member states the possibility of requesting reparations from 
Israel for damage done to the infrastructure of Gaza during the conflict. [HL5489] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Kinnock 
of Holyhead): The issue of reparations for damage caused to Gaza's 
infrastructure during the Gaza conflict is raised in the recommendations of the 
report of the UN fact-finding mission on Gaza. The report was discussed by the 
UN Security Council on 14 October 2009, in the context of wider discussion on the 
situation in the Middle East. It will also be discussed further by the Human Rights 
Council. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make 
representations to the Government of Israel to implement the recommendations of the 
recent report of the United Nations Human Rights Council on the Gaza conflict. [HL5490] 

Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: My right honourable friend the Prime Minister 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019w0003.htm#09101910000436
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019w0003.htm#09101910000436
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091019/text/91019w0008.htm#0910197000102
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091019/text/91019w0008.htm#0910197000102
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091019/text/91019w0008.htm#0910197000097
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091019/text/91019w0008.htm#0910197000097
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spoke to Prime Minister Netanyahu on 18 September 2009 and again on 14 
October 2009. My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to Israeli 
Defence Minister Barak on 29 September 2009 and 13 October 2009. 
We have made clear that, while the Goldstone report has its flaws, there are 
serious allegations against both Hamas and Israel. Israel has undertaken a 
number of investigations. But we do not believe these have yet adequately 
addressed the concerns. We urge Israel to investigate allegations fully and 
credibly to ensure that there is full accountability for any breaches of local or 
international law. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government following the report of 
the United Nations Human Rights Council on the Gaza conflict, what discussions they 
will hold with the Hamas administration in Gaza. [HL5491] 

Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: We do not plan to hold any discussions with 
Hamas. The UK, together with other EU states, does not believe it is productive to 
engage directly with Hamas while it remains committed to violence. To do so 
would undermine those Palestinians committed to peace. 
We have long made clear that Hamas's use of indiscriminate rocket attacks 
against the people of southern Israel is unacceptable. Justice Goldstone raised 
concerns about this in his report. We continue to call on Hamas to renounce the 
use of violence. 

Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government following the report of the United 
Nations Environment Programme on the environmental consequences of the Gaza 
conflict, what action they will take to work with the international community to address the 
collapsing water table in Gaza. [HL5493] 

Baroness Kinnock of Holyhead: As the UN Environmental Programme report 
highlights, the aquifer underneath Gaza is being unsustainably exploited. This 
results in the water table dropping in areas where abstraction is greatest, with 
significant salt water intrusion. Damage to the aquifer is compounded by seepage 
from over-stretched sewage treatment infrastructure, the maintenance of which 
has suffered as a result of the access restrictions, and which has been further 
degraded by the recent Gaza conflict. 
We take the damage to the aquifer seriously. A sustainable solution to water use 
in the region will have to be an important part of peace negotiations, which we are 
working to promote. We also seek to address the immediate problem by 
supporting non-governmental organisations and UN agencies to provide clean 
water to the population of Gaza and pressing the Government of Israel to allow 
basic goods into Gaza, including the materials to repair sewage and water 
treatment plant. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019w0002.htm#0910
1910000428  
 

Egypt: Rafah Crossing 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Egypt concerning the opening of the Rafah crossing. 
[HL5494] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Baroness Kinnock 
of Holyhead): We are in regular contact with the Government of Egypt, both to 
discuss individual cases and the general level of access in and out of Gaza. My 
honourable friend the then Minister for the Middle East, Bill Rammell, also raised 
this with the Egyptian Government during his visit to Egypt in May 2009. 
However, the primary crossing points and responsibility for allowing the entry of 
humanitarian aid and other supplies into Gaza lies with the Government of Israel. 
We continue to press them to relax their restrictions to allow far greater access. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019w0001.htm#0910
1910000421  

TOP 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019w0002.htm#09101910000428
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019w0002.htm#09101910000428
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019w0001.htm#09101910000421
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019w0001.htm#09101910000421
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/069/amend/ml069-i.htm  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
** Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

House of Lords Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/91019-
0002.htm#0910199000517  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** Closes in 6 days 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
Counter-terrorism policy (closes 30 October) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/home_affairs_committee/091001.cfm  
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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