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During the parliamentary recess PAB will only be published weekly  
unless there is significant information to circulate.   

Daily publication will resume on 12 October. 
 

 

Israel 

Downing Street 

Press Briefing: Hamas 
Put that there had been a Select Committee Report published at the weekend suggesting 
that the Government would talk to moderate elements of Hamas, the PMS said that our 
position on this was longstanding; we did not talk to Hamas directly. The military wing of 
Hamas was prescribed in the UK as a terrorist organisation and we believed talking to 
Hamas directly at this time would simply undermine those Palestinians who were 
committed to peace. 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20170  
 

 
High Court 

Judgment: Application for Judicial Review 
Between the Queen on the Application of Al-Haq and Secretary of State for Foreign 
and Commonwealth Affairs  
(Neutral Citation Number [2009] EWHC 1910; Case No: C0/1739/2009) 
…For the courts of England and Wales to decide whether Israel is in breach of its 
international obligations and, if so, the extent and nature of the breach or breaches, is 
beyond their competence (Lord Wilberforce in Buttes, citing Fuller CJ). That is so 
whether or not Israel were to decide to contest the allegations before the court. Indeed, 
the dilemma in which Israel, a sovereign state, would be placed demonstrates the 
unacceptability of the claimant's proposition. … 
The Government is aware of its international obligations and it is for the Government, 
and not the courts, to decide, in the present context, what actions are appropriate to 
comply with those obligations. The object of the claim is to compel a change in 
government foreign policy. The "toe-hold" established in Abbasi does not entitle the court 
to declare or direct what action the Government is to take upon this assumed breach of 
international law by Israel.  … 
Constitutionally, the conduct of foreign affairs is exclusively within the sphere of the 
executive ... While there may, exceptionally, be situations in which the court will intervene 
in foreign policy issues, this case is far from being one of them. The two strands 
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considered, the nature of the underlying claim, that is condemnation of Israel, and the 
nature of the claim against the Government, that is a direction or declaration as to what 
foreign policy it should follow, operate together to demonstrate that the court should not 
be prepared to consider it. … 
To read the full judgment see 
http://www.bailii.org/ew/cases/EWHC/Admin/2009/1910.html  

 
 
United Nations 

Israeli settlements hurting peace process with Palestinians  
The illegal building of new homes and communities continue to occur across the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem, threatening fragile hopes of a two-state solution to the long-
running conflict, top United Nations officials warned today, urging both Israel and the 
Palestinians to meet their obligations under the Road Map for peace in the Middle East. 
…“Any settlement activity in East Jerusalem is contrary to international law and cannot 
prejudice the outcome of negotiations,” said Mr. Serry, appealing for restraint from all 
sides and for Israel to refrain from unilateral actions that risk inflaming an already tense 
situation. …However, Mr. Fernandez-Taranco noted that Israel has taken a number of 
steps to ease movement between Nablus, Qalqilya, Ramallah and Jericho, significantly 
reducing the time it takes Palestinians to enter these cities. 
He also welcomed Israel’s move to extend the hours for commercial crossing at the 
Allenby Bridge to Jordan, which will promote the development of industrial zones in 
Bethlehem, Jenin and Jericho. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=31598&Cr=middle+east&Cr1=security+
council  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

** closes in 6 days 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
 

Preventing Violent Extremism  (closes 17 September 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/clg/clgpn090721pve.cfm  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
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