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Reports 

Antisemitic Incidents January-June 2009   
http://www.thecst.org.uk/docs/Incidents_Report_Jan_June_09.pdf 
 
Antisemitic Discourse in Britain in 2008    
http://www.thecst.org.uk/docs/Antisemitic%20Discourse%20Report%202008.pdf  
 

 
Press Release 

Unprecedented number of antisemitic hate crimes in first half of 2009 
More incidents recorded than in any previous entire year 

Britain saw an unprecedented number of antisemitic hate crimes against the Jewish 
community in the first half of 2009, according to figures released by the Community 
Security Trust (CST), which monitors antisemitism and provides security for the Jewish 
community in Britain. 
CST recorded 609 antisemitic incidents across the UK from January to June this year, 
over double the 276 for the same period last year. This is the worst year since CST’s 
records began in 1984, and is higher than the 598 incidents recorded in 2006.  
The record high is due mainly to the antisemitic reaction to Israel’s conflict with Hamas in 
Gaza and Southern Israel (27 December 2008 – 17 January 2009). 286 of the incidents 
occurred in January 09, over half of which (158) included direct reference to the fighting. 
This was by far the worst single month ever recorded, but the antisemitic surge continued 
in February, with 111 antisemitic incidents. (October 2000 had been the previous worst 
month on record, with 105 incidents). Levels had returned to ‘normal’ by May (51 
incidents). 
CST spokesman Mark Gardner said: “British Jews are facing ever higher levels of racist 
attack and intimidation that threaten the well being of our otherwise happy and 
successful Jewish community. There is no excuse for antisemitism, racism and bias, and 
it is totally unacceptable that overseas conflicts should be impacting here in this way.”  
The total of 609 antisemitic incidents in the first half of 2009 were categorised by CST as 
follows: 

§ 77 Violent Assaults. (Compared to 44 in first half of last year) 
§ 2 cases of Extreme Violence (in May) i.e. attacks that posed a risk to life or 

constitute Grievous Bodily Harm. (1 in 2008) 
 

http://www.thecst.org.uk/docs/Incidents_Report_Jan_June_09.pdf
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§ 63 incidents of Damage and Desecration to Jewish property. (32 in first half of last 
year) 

§ 34 direct antisemitic Threats. (28 in the whole of 2008) 
§ 391 incidents of Abusive Behaviour, including hate mail, verbal abuse and 

antisemitic graffiti on non-Jewish property. (The highest ever recorded in this 
category in a whole year) 

§ 44 mass-mailings of antisemitic Literature, in paper form or by email. (37 in the 
whole of 2008) 

In addition to the 609 antisemitic incidents, a further 236 potential incidents were 
reported to CST during 2009 but were not included in the actual total because, on 
investigation, there was not sufficient evidence that the incidents were antisemitic. These 
comprised mainly non-antisemitic crimes against Jewish people or property; suspicious 
activity at Jewish locations; and anti-Israel activity that did not include evidence of 
antisemitic motivation, content or targeting. 
 
 

Responses from politicians 

Ivan Lewis (Minister for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs) has expressed deep 
concern by the findings of the Community Security Trust (CST) report which has reported 
a rise of anti-Semitic incidents. He said: 
'I am deeply concerned by the rise in the number of anti-Semitic incidents as reported by 
the CST today. The British government is firmly committed to tackling and reducing all 
forms of racism including anti-Semitism. We simply cannot tolerate those who seek to 
use foreign conflicts to justify racism and criminal acts against any UK citizen.  
The UK's Jewish community is an integral part of the rich fabric that makes up modern 
Britain and must be able to live free from fear of verbal or physical attack. The 
Government was in regular contact with senior community figures and the CST during 
the Gaza conflict and remain alert to their concerns.' 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=20605918  
 
Shahid Malik (Cohesion Minister) :  This rise in anti-semitism is not just concerning for 
the British Jewish Communities but for all those who see themselves as decent human 
beings. The fight against anti-semitism is a fight that should engage us all. This country 
will not tolerate those who seek to direct hatred towards any part of our community.  
Of course it may be legitimate for individuals to criticise or be angry at the actions of the 
Israel Government but we must never allow this anger to be used to justify anti-semitism. 
 
Michael Gove (Shadow Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families): We 
should condemn antisemitic attacks without exception, but I am especially concerned by 
the rising number of incidents involving Jewish schools and schoolchildren. Teachers 
and staff bear a vital responsibility to ensure that all forms of political hatred and 
racism are kept out of our schools and playgrounds. We have to educate against 
extremism; but we must also be willing to back our words with disciplinary action when 
necessary. 
 
Chris Huhne (Liberal Democrat Home Affairs Spokesman): Britain is setting a 
shameful new record in anti-semitic incidents this year, which are running at double the 
annual rate of the previous record. It is completely abhorrent that anyone should be 
intimidated on the grounds of their race, colour, gender, sexuality or creed. We all of us 
are sometimes minorities, and we must stand firm against intolerance shown to any 
minority if we are to preserve a civilised society.  
“It is absurd that home-grown bigots should hold British Jews responsible for the actions 
of a foreign government. We cannot have overseas conflicts echoed on Britain’s streets. 
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=20605918
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Denis MacShane MP (Chair, 2006 Parliamentary Inquiry into Antisemitism, and 
Chair, European Institute for the Study of Contemporary Antisemitism): These 
terrible figures show that antisemitism is once more a very real problem in our society. It 
is Jewish people who are currently facing the hatred, but this is a warning to all of our 
society, a warning that the damaging forces of extremism and scapegoating are again on 
the march. 
 

 

Media reports 

'Record rise' in UK anti-Semitism     
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8166173.stm 
 
Anti-semitic attacks in Britain increase since Gaza invasion    
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/religion/5898499/Anti-semitic-attacks-in-
Britain-increase-since-Gaza-invasion.html 
 
Gaza invasion 'sparked UK anti-semitic attacks'   
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/gaza-invasion-sparked-uk-antisemitic-attacks-
1759428.html 
 
Record surge in UK anti-semitic attacks  
http://www.dailyexpress.co.uk/posts/view/116163/Record-surge-in-UK-anti-Semitic-
attacks/  
 
Jews 'suffer after Gaza invasion' 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ukpress/article/ALeqM5iRFH9fWveFYxcyit-
OH1WqTU5Dcw  
 
Sharp rise in UK anti-Semitic incidents 
http://www.politics.co.uk/news/policing-and-crime/sharp-rise-in-uk-anti-semitic-incidents-
$1313708.htm  
 
Attacks against Jews rose after Gaza invasion   
http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.2521752.0.Attacks_against_Jews_rose_afte
r_Gaza_invasion.php 
 
Gaza war sparks worst hate wave ever recorded 
http://thejc.com/articles/gaza-war-sparks-worst-hate-wave-ever-recorded  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  

  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
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Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
closes in 4 days 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (closes 28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
 

Preventing Violent Extremism  (closes 17 September 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/clg/clgpn090721pve.cfm  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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