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Home Affairs 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Police: Racism 
Lord Ouseley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of 
the extent to which the Metropolitan Police Authority and the Metropolitan Police Service 
are complying with guidance on tackling and eliminating racism from the police service in 
London. [HL4769] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of 
Spithead): In November 2008, the then policing Minister published an 
assessment of minority ethnic recruitment, retention and progression across the 
police service, including the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS), setting out a 
programme of positive action which is being taken forward by a ministerial-led 
group. 
The Metropolitan Police Authority (MPA), like all police authorities, has a vital role 
in setting local strategic priorities in consultation with all communities and holding 
police forces to account for the service they deliver. 
An additional duty proposed in the Policing and Crime Bill will ensure that 
communities' views on policing are representative, including of minority groups, 
and are at the core of police authorities' work. Her Majesty's Inspectorate of 
Constabulary (HMIC) will begin a programme of inspections of police authorities, 
including the MPA, in 2009 to assess in part how well they are engaging 
communities and ensuring that all local groups have access to policing services. 
The equality standard for the police service will be rolled out to the police service 
later this year. This will help police forces to build on the considerable progress 
that has been made and increase their performance on equality and diversity. 
HMIC will undertake a major workforce inspection of all police forces, including the 
MPS, in 2010. This inspection—working for the public—will cover implementation 
of the equality standard. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90715w0005.htm#0907
1576000660  
 

Religion: Education 
Mr. Wallace: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families how the 
£1 million spent by his Department on strengthening the teaching of (a) religious 
education and (b) identity and diversity has been allocated. [286118] 

Ms Diana R. Johnson: The £1 million announced in January 2008 was to be 
spent specifically on the Religious Education Action Plan and not on the identity 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90715w0005.htm#09071576000660
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90715w0005.htm#09071576000660
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and diversity strand which falls within Citizenship Education. The money has been 
allocated as follows: 
Item 2008-11 (£) 

1. RE Partnership support 120,000 

2. Updating and disseminating the existing guidance on RE 60,000 

3. National programme of recruitment and training for local Standing 
Advisory Councils on RE 

100,000 

4. Support to National Association of Teachers of RE 240,000 

5. Continuing Professional Development Handbook for RE 100,000 

6. Review of materials used in schools to teach world religions and 
their contribution to community cohesion 

300,000 

7. DCSF/REC Adviser 40,000 

Total 960,000 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w00
23.htm#09071590000093  
 

Faith and Social Cohesion Unit 
Mr. Wallace: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
support his Department is giving to the Charity Commission's Faith and Social Cohesion 
Unit. [286105] 

Mr. Malik: The Department for Communities and Local Government is part-
funding the Charity Commission's Faith and Social Cohesion Unit to a total of £1.3 
million over financial years 2007-08, 2008-09, and 2009-10. The Charity 
Commission is also contributing £200,000 over each of these financial years 
through staff resources. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w00
26.htm#09071590000127  
 

Islam 
Mr. Wallace: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
pursuant to paragraph 9.21 of the UK Strategy for Countering International Terrorism, 
Cm 7547, what projects his Department is supporting with universities to work with 
Muslim scholars, leaders and academics on contextualising Islam in Britain; and which 
universities, scholars and academics are involved. [286109] 

Mr. Malik: Cambridge university, in association with the universities of Exeter and 
Westminster, have hosted a series of seminars to explore how Islamic theology 
and Muslim communities might respond to the challenges of living in modern 
Britain. 
The discussions and debates will be captured in a report and published by 
Cambridge university in autumn this year. The report will feedback the views of 
participants on the issues discussed. 
This project is being independently led by Cambridge university who have 
included imams, scholars and leaders from a diverse range of backgrounds. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w00
29.htm#09071590000139 
 

Islam: Faith Schools 
Mr. Wallace: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what 
contribution his Department has made to support the development of citizenship 
education in mosque schools through the Islam Citizenship Education Project. [286110] 

Mr. Malik: The Islam and Citizenship Education (ICE) Project is jointly funded by 
the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) and the Department 
for Communities and Local Government. The DCSF awarded a contract, worth 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0023.htm#09071590000093
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0023.htm#09071590000093
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0026.htm#09071590000127
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0026.htm#09071590000127
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0029.htm#09071590000139
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0029.htm#09071590000139
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£318,652, to the School Development Support Agency (SDSA) running from 
February 2008 to July 2009 to develop and pilot citizenship lessons for use in 
mosque schools. The SDSA, working in conjunction with Muslim communities, has 
successfully delivered this contract. We are currently in the process of tendering 
for the next stage of the ICE Project to roll out the lessons to mosque schools 
nationally. Apart from fulfilling their contractual obligations, the SDSA and 
community-based organisations have made no financial contribution towards the 
ICE Project. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w00
29.htm#09071590000140  
 

Islam: Higher Education 
Mr. Wallace: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and 
Skills pursuant to paragraph 9.21 of the UK Strategy for Countering International 
Terrorism, Cm 7457, how much of the £1 million which the Higher Education Funding 
Council for England has committed for work on the gaps in Islamic studies teaching and 
research has been allocated; and to what projects. [286114] 

Mr. Lammy: In June 2007, the Government designated Islamic Studies as a 
strategically important subject and asked HEFCE to earmark £1 million of its 
existing funding to develop a programme of work to support this. 
To date, HEFCE has allocated: 
£100,000 towards commissioning research into Islamic Studies in higher 
education, building on Dr. Siddiqui’s report on Islam at universities in England, and 
holding consultation events with the Islamic Studies community at: 
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/aboutus/sis/islamic 
£850,000 towards the development and implementation of a UK Islamic Studies 
network to bring the community of UK Islamic Studies scholars closer together. 
The Higher Education Academy (HEA) and the Joint Information Systems 
Committee (JISC) are taking this forward at: 
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/aboutus/sis/islamic/network 
In the coming year, HEFCE is commissioning a symposium for Islamic Studies 
scholars across the UK and Europe. Hosted by the British Academy, the 
symposium will promote the UK as a centre of excellence in Europe for Islamic 
Studies. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w00
30.htm#09071590000153  
 

 
Home Office 

Home Secretary statement on annual crime statistics 
'The latest crime statistics are encouraging. Since 1997 overall crime has fallen by 36% - 
a total of six million fewer crimes, violence is down by 41% and domestic burglary is 
down by 54%. … 
 To read the full press release see 
http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/Speeches/annual-crime-statistics-2008-09  
 

Crime in England and Wales 2008/09 
Volume 1  http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb1109vol1.pdf  
 

Volume 2  http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb1109vol2.pdf  
 

------------------------------------------ 
 

Home Secretary announces Tim Godwin as new Metropolitan Police Deputy 
Commissioner 
http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-and-events/news/tim-godwin-new-met-police  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0029.htm#09071590000140
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0029.htm#09071590000140
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/aboutus/sis/islamic
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/aboutus/sis/islamic/network
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0030.htm#09071590000153
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0030.htm#09071590000153
http://press.homeoffice.gov.uk/Speeches/annual-crime-statistics-2008-09
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb1109vol1.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/pdfs09/hosb1109vol2.pdf
http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-and-events/news/tim-godwin-new-met-police
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Farm Animal Welfare Council 

Annual Review 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/annualreview08-09.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Egypt 
Mr. Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has made to the government of (a) Israel and (b) Egypt 
on the transport of goods into Gaza through crossing points. [286842] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK is extremely concerned with the current humanitarian 
situation in Gaza. It is vital that aid reaches the people in who need it. We will 
continue to press the Israeli Government into easing border restrictions and 
ensuring there is better humanitarian access into the area. My right hon. Friend 
the Foreign Secretary made this clear in his meeting with the Israeli Defence 
Minister—Ehud Barak on 6 July 2009 and also in his conversation with Israeli 
Foreign Minister—Avigdor Lieberman on 30 June 2009. 
My predecessor Bill Rammell raised the issue of access through the Rafah 
crossing for humanitarian aid providers with the Egyptian Government when he 
was in Egypt on 21 May 2009. The Egyptian Government have told us that all aid 
to Gaza from Egypt should be channelled through the Egyptian Red Crescent. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w00
18.htm#09071590000062  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mr. Andrew Smith: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development how 
much aid his Department has (a) committed to and (b) spent in Gaza in 2009-10. 
[286687] 

Mr. Michael Foster: The total budget currently allocated for the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories for this financial year is £67 million. 
In the first three months of 2009-10, the Department for International Development 
(DFID) has spent approximately £6 million in Gaza on support to the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) and other organisations providing 
humanitarian assistance. 
A further £5.5 million is in the pipeline for Gaza, including a payment that we will 
soon make to the Palestinian Authority (PA) through the World Bank Trust Fund. 
This will help pay teachers, doctors and engineers, and keep basic services 
running. In addition, this financial year we expect to spend a further £7.6 million on 
early recovery assistance in Gaza. 
We have earmarked the remaining £20 million for reconstruction when access 
restrictions are eased and it is possible for projects to start. 
Since the political situation in Gaza remains fluid, we cannot give exact figures on 
how much will be spent this year. However, we aim to maintain flexibility so that 
we can respond at short notice if possible. The amount of further support to the PA 
for this financial year, which would also benefit Gaza, is still to be decided. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w00
32.htm#09071590000174  
 
 
 

http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/annualreview08-09.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0018.htm#09071590000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0018.htm#09071590000062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0032.htm#09071590000174
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0032.htm#09071590000174
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Interpal 
Jo Swinson: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer pursuant to the answer to the hon. 
Member for Milton Keynes South West, Official Report, column 677W, on Interpal, 
whether he has received evidence from the US administration on the basis for the 
allegations made against Interpal in its press notice of 22 August 2003. [284469] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: As set out in the Treasury’s written answer of 12 May 2009, 
Official Report, column 677W, HM Treasury officials are in discussions with their 
US counterparts about how to facilitate legitimate charitable work, while protecting 
against the abuse of charities by those involved in terrorist finance. As part of this, 
HM Treasury continue to discuss the specific case of Interpal with the US 
authorities. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w00
24.htm#09071590000104  
 

The earlier  answer referred to above can be read at  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w00
09.htm#09051273000019  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

House of Lords Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90715-
0004.htm#09071565000035  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90715-
0012.htm#09071586000060  

 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf 

TOP 
 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0024.htm#09071590000104
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090715/text/90715w0024.htm#09071590000104
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w0009.htm#09051273000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090512/text/90512w0009.htm#09051273000019
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90715-0004.htm#09071565000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90715-0004.htm#09071565000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90715-0012.htm#09071586000060
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90715-0012.htm#09071586000060
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf
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European Court of Human Rights 
Judgment: Willem v France 

The European Court of Human Rights has today notified in writing its Chamber judgment 
in the case of Willem v. France …concerning the conviction of the mayor of Seclin for 
calling for a boycott of Israeli products. 
The Court held by 6 votes to 1 that there had been no violation of Article 10 (freedom of 
expression) of the European Convention on Human Rights. 
…Jean-Claude Fernand Willem …announced that he intended to call on his services to 
boycott Israeli products in the municipality.  …to protest against the anti-Palestinian 
policies of the Israeli Government. Representatives of the Jewish community …filed a 
complaint with the public prosecutor, who decided to prosecute the applicant for 
provoking discrimination on national, racial and religious grounds …Mr Willem was 
acquitted by the Lille Criminal Court but sentenced on appeal on 11 September 2003, 
and fined 1,000 euros (EUR). … 
Mr Willem took the view that his call to boycott Israeli products was part of a political 
debate concerning the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and was without doubt a matter in the 
general interest. He complained that his conviction had thus constituted a violation of his 
right to freedom of expression within the meaning of Article 10 of the Convention. 
The Court  …took the view that Mr Willem had not been convicted for his political 
opinions but for inciting the commission of a discriminatory, and therefore punishable, 
act. The Court further noted that, under French law, the applicant was not entitled to take 
the place of the governmental authorities by declaring an embargo on products from a 
foreign country, and moreover that the penalty imposed on him had been relatively 
moderate. The Court therefore found that …there had been no violation of Article 10. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?item=5&portal=hbkm&action=html&highlight=
&sessionid=26738432&skin=hudoc-pr-en  
 
Full text of judgment (in French) 
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197/view.asp?action=html&documentId=852527&portal=hbk
m&source=externalbydocnumber&tabl  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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