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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Schools: Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what steps 
his Department (a) has taken and (b) plans to take to reduce levels of anti-Semitism in 
schools; what recent discussions Ministers and officials in his Department have had on 
this issue; what recent representations he has received on this issue; and if he will make 
a statement. [283708] 

Ms Diana R. Johnson: Schools are under legal duties to promote both race 
equality and community cohesion. Ofsted inspections include checks on whether 
schools are promoting community cohesion and providing an environment where 
all pupils feel safe and are able to learn and achieve. This makes it compulsory for 
schools to have measures in place to prevent and tackle all forms of discrimination 
and bullying however, it is motivated and to foster good relations between different 
groups of pupils. 
In March 2006 we published specialist guidance on bullying around race, religion 
and culture which focused on preventing and tackling racist and religious bullying 
in schools and included specific material on bullying related to anti-Semitism. We 
are funding the Anti-Bullying Alliance and the National Strategies to ensure the 
guidance is effectively embedded in local authorities and schools. We have also 
published guidance on promoting community cohesion to schools in July 2007 and 
an online resource pack in May 2008 to help schools with building understanding 
and appreciation of others from different backgrounds among their pupils, as well 
as developing a shared vision and promoting good relations. 
Furthermore, teaching of the Holocaust is a compulsory part of the history 
curriculum in secondary schools, and we are working in partnership with key 
stakeholders to ensure teachers have access to appropriate training and 
resources to help them deliver effective Holocaust education. 
For the future, we intend next year to introduce a new statutory duty on schools to 
record all incidents of bullying between pupils. We will consult on this in the 
autumn and also on whether schools should be obliged to report these incidents to 
their local authority. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090709/text/90709w00
20.htm#090709112000018 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the government of Israel about freedom of worship 
for all faiths in Jerusalem; and if he will make a statement. [285543] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK attaches great importance to guaranteeing access to 
Jerusalem and freedom of worship there for those of all faiths. The UK continues 
to support a two-state solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict, with Jerusalem as the 
capital of both Israel and a new Palestinian state and guaranteed freedom of 
worship for all. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090709/text/90709w00
09.htm#09070994000090  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
steps he (a) has taken and (b) plans to take during the next 12 months at the United 
Nations to seek to prevent (i) weapons and (ii) funds from the Government of Iran being 
sent to terrorist groups in (A) Afghanistan, (B) Iraq, (C) Gaza and (D) Lebanon; and if he 
will make a statement. [285475] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We have no plans to take specific actions at the UN at this time. 
However, the UK led the way at the UN to achieve UN Security Council Resolution 
1860 which makes clear the need to combat the smuggling of weapons through 
the tunnels into Gaza. We continue to push for full implementation of this 
resolution. 
We have serious concerns about Iranian support for Hezbollah. Iran provides 
Hezbollah with significant financial resources, military equipment and training. 
Arms supplies to Hezbollah are contrary to the arms embargo established by UN 
Security Council Resolution 1701. 
We have long-standing concerns about the support that Iran provides in the form 
of funding, arms and training to Palestinian Rejectionist Groups, including Hamas. 
These groups undermine peace in the Middle East through violence. We hope that 
Iran will instead give political and diplomatic support to the Palestinian Authority in 
its attempts to build institutions and improve security. 
We understand that members of al-Qaeda and affiliated groups have used, and 
possibly continue to use, Iran as a transit route for arms smuggling. We have 
urged Iran to act against this and co-operate fully with the international community 
against terrorism, as required by UN Security Council Resolution 1373. 
The UK would like to see Iran making a positive contribution to creating a secure, 
stable and prosperous Middle East, free from violence. But its current behaviour is 
a cause for serious concern for us and others. Iran needs to work with the 
international community and its regional neighbours to restore confidence in its 
intentions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090709/text/90709w00
09.htm#09070994000091  
 

Spirit of Humanity: British Nationality 
Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli Government on the health of the British 
nationals on the vessel Spirit of Humanity. [285294] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Israeli navy took control of the vessel Spirit of Humanity and 
diverted it to Ashdod port in Israel, where all those on board, including six British 
nationals, were handed over to Israeli immigration officials. British consular 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090709/text/90709w0009.htm#09070994000090
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090709/text/90709w0009.htm#09070994000090
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090709/text/90709w0009.htm#09070994000091
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090709/text/90709w0009.htm#09070994000091
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officials had good access to the British detainees and confirmed they were all 
treated well. All six were deported and arrived in the UK on 6 July 2009. 
When my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to his Israeli counterpart, 
Avigdor Lieberman, on 1 July 2009, he raised the issue with him and asked for 
clarification of whether the Spirit of Humanity had been intercepted in international 
waters. 

Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs how 
many British nationals from the Gaza aid vessel, Spirit of Humanity have been detained 
by Israeli authorities; and if he will make a statement. [285295] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: I can confirm the Israeli navy boarded the vessel Spirit of 
Humanity on 30 June 2009. The Israeli navy took control of the vessel and 
diverted it to Ashdod port in Israel, where all those on board, including six British 
nationals, were handed over to Israeli immigration officials. All six were deported 
and arrived in the UK on 6 July 2009. 
When my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to his Israeli counterpart, 
Avigdor Lieberman, on 1 July 2009, he raised the issue with him and asked for 
clarification of whether the Spirit of Humanity was intercepted in international 
waters. 

Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations he has made to the Israeli government on the legal status of the 
British nationals on the Gaza aid vessel, Spirit of Humanity. [285296] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to his Israeli 
counterpart, Avigdor Lieberman, on 1 July 2009. He raised the issue with him and 
asked for clarification of whether the Spirit of Humanity was intercepted in 
international waters. We will continue to press the Israeli Government for 
clarification. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090709/text/90709w00
09.htm#09070994000095  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

House of Lords Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90709-
0005.htm#09070982000983  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90709-
0012.htm#09070996000389  
 

 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090709/text/90709w0009.htm#09070994000095
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090709/text/90709w0009.htm#09070994000095
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90709-0005.htm#09070982000983
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90709-0005.htm#09070982000983
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90709-0012.htm#09070996000389
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90709-0012.htm#09070996000389
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
OSCE meeting on freedom of religion or belief gets under way with calls for better 
implementation of commitments 
…OSCE participating States have agreed to one of the most extensive sets of freedom 
of religion or belief standards, but governments are not doing enough to implement these 
commitments and let themselves be guided by them in tackling challenges, 
…Ambassador Janez Lenarcic, the director of the OSCE Office for Democratic 
Institutions and Human Rights  …stressed that religious commitment must not conflict 
with the respect for the rule of law: "Having obtained the status of a religious or belief 
community is not a licence for disregarding the law." …Ombretta Fumagalli Carulli, a 
Professor at the Catholic University of the Sacred Hearth in Italy, said in her keynote 
speech …”Violations of the freedom of religion or belief ... occur predominantly where 
there are recurring episodes of violation of several human rights. In these countries 
religious freedom constitutes a sort of litmus paper to test the respect of all other human 
rights," … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.osce.org/odihr/item_1_38722.html  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes today 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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