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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Imports 
Lynne Jones: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs with 
reference to the answer of 15 September 2008, Official Report, column 2126W, on 
imports: Israel, for what reasons the Government is not seeking a prohibition on the 
importation of goods from illegal Israeli settlements other than under the Preferential 
Trade Agreement. [284588] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Government believe that the best way forward is to seek 
ways to offer consumers better advice on whether goods have been produced in 
illegal Israeli settlements. The Cabinet Office recently hosted a small roundtable 
meeting with representatives from food retailers and trading organisations. They 
discussed the draft of new, voluntary guidance on origin labelling of produce from 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The Department for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs is currently considering the next step of public consultation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090708/text/90708w00
17.htm#09070896000046  
 

Middle East 
Jo Swinson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent representations his Department has made to the Israeli Government on the West 
Bank security barrier. [285072] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We continue to make clear to Israel that, while we recognise fully 
Israel’s right to self-defence and agree that if it decides to build a barrier, it should 
be able to do that, the barrier must be built either on or behind the green line. 

Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what representations the UK has made to the Government of Israel on the boarding of 
and removal of persons from a Free Gaza boat in international waters by Israeli forces; 
and if he will make a statement. [285104] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: I can confirm the Israeli navy boarded the vessel “Spirit of 
Humanity” on 30 June 2009. The Israeli navy took control of the vessel and 
diverted it to Ashdod port in Israel, where all those on board, including six British 
nationals, were handed over to Israeli immigration officials. All six were deported 
and arrived in the UK on 6 July 2009. 
When my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to his Israeli counterpart, 
Avigdor Lieberman, on 1 July 2009, he raised the issue with him and asked for 
clarification of whether the “Spirit of Humanity” had been intercepted in 
international waters. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090708/text/90708w00
17.htm#09070896000048 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090708/text/90708w0017.htm#09070896000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090708/text/90708w0017.htm#09070896000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090708/text/90708w0017.htm#09070896000048
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090708/text/90708w0017.htm#09070896000048
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United Nations 

Voice of the victims 
…“The aim of holding these public hearings – and this is the first time in such a UN fact 
finding mission that public hearings have been held – was to show the human side of the 
suffering; to give a voice to the victims so that they are not lost among statistics,” Head of 
the Mission Justice Richard Goldstone told a press conference on 7 July in Geneva. 
…He pointed out that the Mission would have preferred to hold the second round of 
hearings in Israel and the West Bank, but was unable to do so because the Government 
of Israel is so far not cooperating with the Mission. 
“Nevertheless, as you have heard, we have made every effort to ensure that victims from 
all sides have had a chance to speak,” said Goldstone, who categorically rejected media 
reports that claimed members of Hamas were accompanying the Mission when it 
interviewed witnesses in Gaza. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/VoiceOfVictims.aspx  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/ml033-vir.htm  
 

 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes tomorrow 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 
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