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Community Relations 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Higher Education: Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills 
what steps his Department (a) has taken and (b) plans to take to reduce levels of anti-
Semitism in universities; what recent discussions Ministers and officials in his 
Department have had on this issue; what recent representations he has received on this 
issue; and if he will make a statement. [283709] 

Mr. Lammy: This Department has set up a group on anti-Semitism and Higher 
Education to facilitate discussions between the Jewish community and higher 
education stakeholders, which I chair. We see this group as playing an important 
role in helping to tackle anti-Semitism in higher education. The first meeting took 
place in April and resulted in practical actions to be taken forward by higher 
education stakeholders and Jewish Community representatives working 
collaboratively. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090703/text/90703w00
03.htm#09070375000051  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Palestinians 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the role of the government of Egypt in the distribution 
of humanitarian aid to Palestinians living in Gaza; and if he will make a statement. 
[283652] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: It is vital that aid reaches the people in Gaza who need it. The UK 
has been consistent in its calls for better humanitarian Access to the area. My right 
hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has raised this issue on a number of occasions, 
most recently in his statement to the UN Security Council on 11 May 2009. 
My predecessor, the hon. Member for Harlow (Bill Rammell) raised the issue of 
access through the Rafah Crossing for humanitarian aid providers with the 
Egyptian Government when he was in Egypt on 21 May 2009. All aid to Gaza from 
Egypt is channelled though the Egyptian Red Crescent.  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090703/text/90703w00
10.htm#09070375000113  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090703/text/90703w0003.htm#09070375000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090703/text/90703w0003.htm#09070375000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090703/text/90703w0010.htm#09070375000113
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090703/text/90703w0010.htm#09070375000113
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Scottish Parliament Motions 

During the recess the Scottish Parliament Business Bulletin is only published weekly, on 
Mondays, and includes all motions put down in the course of the previous week. These 
include: 
 
S3M-04535 Sandra White (Glasgow) (Scottish National Party): International 
Committee of the Red Cross Report on Gaza — That the Parliament notes with 
extreme concern the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) report, which 
states that, six months after Israel launched its three-week military operation in Gaza on 
27 December 2008, Gazans still cannot rebuild their lives, seriously ill patients face 
difficulty obtaining the treatment that they need, many children suffer from deep 
psychological problems and civilians whose homes and belongings were destroyed 
during the conflict are unable to recover, and supports the recommendations of the 
ICRC, which call for import restrictions to be eased to allow vital infrastructure to be 
rebuilt, access to essential medical supplies and for action to be taken to rebuild the 
shattered economy that has led to the alarming level of poverty within Gaza. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16998 
 
S3M-04551 Bill Wilson (West of Scotland) (Scottish National Party): Israel Must 
Release Kidnapped Human Rights Observers — That the Parliament notes reports of 
Israel’s threats towards and subsequent interception of the Spirit of Humanity, an 
unarmed boat carrying aid to Gaza, and of its apparent kidnapping of the human rights 
observers aboard, among whom was the Scot, Theresa McDermott; calls on Israel to 
release all of the detained people immediately, compensate them and allow the aid into 
Gaza; applauds all of those attempting to break the siege of Gaza in order to deliver such 
much-needed aid to the people trapped there; condemns Israel’s apparent disregard for 
human rights and international law; believes that Israel’s ongoing flouting of international 
norms in this and other ways does nothing to make that country safer, and calls on the 
international community to take concerted action to put pressure on Israel to conduct 
itself according to such norms, which conduct it believes would be in the interests of its 
own people as well as those of Palestinians. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17015 
 
S3M-04552 Sandra White (Glasgow) (Scottish National Party): Israel Detains UK 
Citizens — That the Parliament condemns in the strongest possible terms the illegal 
boarding and detention of the passengers of the Spirit of Humanity, including, among 
others, UK citizens, former US Congresswoman Cynthia McKinney and Mairead 
Maguire, Irish Nobel Peace Laureate, in international waters on route to Gaza; believes 
that Israel’s continuing flagrant breach of international law and existing UN resolutions 
must be addressed 
in order to demonstrate that no one is above the law, and calls on Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown to condemn the illegal detention of UK citizens, be it by Iran or Israel, and for the 
President of the United States of America, Barack Obama, to redouble his efforts to 
secure meaningful change to Israel’s current position. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17016 
 
S3M-04555 Hugh O'Donnell (Central Scotland) (Scottish Liberal Democrats): 
Reported Kidnapping of International Humanitarian Activists — That the Parliament 
condemns the reported kidnapping of 21 international humanitarian activists, including 
Theresa McDermott from Scotland, and hijacking by the Israeli Defence Force of the 
peace ship the Spirit of Humanity and its aid cargo in international waters as it travelled 
to bring some relief to the besieged people of Gaza; believes that this unprovoked attack 
is in direct contravention of international maritime law and is contrary to all international 
moral standards of behaviour for a civilised state, and, *notwithstanding the negative 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16998
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17015
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17016
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activities of Hamas,* believes that the international community, European Union and 
President Obama should condemn the actions of Israel and bring to bear such pressure 
on the state of Israel as is necessary to relieve the three-year long suffering of the 
innocent civilian population of Gaza. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17019 

 
 
STUC 

Mary Senior, Assistant Secretary, STUC, speaking at ISM France conference: 
It is not the STUC, and those that support BDS, that are the racists 
…Last week I received a message from a trade union colleague in London, saying we 
are very brave in speaking out on the issue of boycott against Israel. If I took time to read 
blogs and some of the emails we get from Zionists and narrow-minded extremists, I think 
I would agree, that our position is a brave one. However, it is a position that we have 
carefully considered, investigated, deliberated, debated and democratically arrived at. I 
am absolutely confident that it is the right position to take. …The consultation we had 
with interested groups was important. In Scotland faith groups play a valued role in civic 
life. There is a significant Jewish community in our two largest cities Glasgow and 
Edinburgh. In asking them for their views, we endeavoured to be inclusive and sensitive 
to their concerns. This dialogue also helped to explain to them why we were deliberating 
on these issues, and influenced our decision not to target Israeli kosher products for 
boycott. 
This dialogue has been difficult given their accusations of the conflation of Israel and 
Judaism. However, the STUC has been clear in this work that our target is the Israeli 
state, not Judaism or Jewish people. I am clear that it is Zionists that are guilty of 
conflation, in their blinkered anti-Semitic accusations towards us. …B’Tselem’s recent 
report on Operation Cast Lead absolutely exposes the disproportionate military force and 
the horrific violations, murder and mutilation carried out by the Israeli Defence Force. 
An earlier meeting we had with Israeli Foreign Office officials had confirmed this brutality, 
when one official told us that soldiers had fired on the corner of a building as a warning to 
people. Her failure to understand people had nowhere to take shelter was as heartless 
as it was bloodthirsty. …In September, we are planning a conference for Scottish trade 
unionists, to motivate, to educate and to identify clear targets for boycott - the Israeli 
agriculture exporter Carmel Agrexco or Eden Springs water are two possibilities. We are 
also challenging the misinformation being promoted by the new alliance “TULIP” – Trade 
Unions Linking Israel and Palestine - which appears to be the creation of the British-led 
organisation Trade Union Friends of Israel. We must never underestimate the Zionist 
lobby. And we must be prepared to stand up to their accusations of anti-Semitism. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2953:it-is-
not-the-stuc-and-those-that-support-bds-that-are-the-
racists&catid=523:news&Itemid=200466  
 
Tom Hickey, BRICUP and UCU member, speaking at ISM France conference: 
The boycott of Israeli academic institutions is... a moral duty rather than a moral 
offence. 
...What Butler was writing about in 2004 was Israeli policy and its criticism, and of 
Zionism and the criticism of it, particularly in relation to the charge of anti-Semitism that 
any such criticism ritually provokes. …Her concern …is the way in which the charge of 
anti-Semitism is used to silence all criticism of Israel – whether of Israeli policies, the 
Israeli occupation of the West Bank, its treatment of the people of the occupied 
territories, its treatment of the Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel, and, of course, any 
more general criticism of the Zionist project. All and any such criticism provokes the 
charge. 
Anti-Semitism! No label, she observes, could be worse for a Jew. But her remark could 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17019
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2953:it-is-not-the-stuc-and-those-that-support-bds-that-are-the-racists&catid=523:news&Itemid=200466
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2953:it-is-not-the-stuc-and-those-that-support-bds-that-are-the-racists&catid=523:news&Itemid=200466
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2953:it-is-not-the-stuc-and-those-that-support-bds-that-are-the-racists&catid=523:news&Itemid=200466
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be extended: ‘No accusation could be worse or more hurtful for an anti-racist and an anti-
fascist whether she be a liberal or a socialist.’ The motivation for the criticism of Israel is, 
of course, exactly the reverse of that implied by the accusation. Such criticism emerges 
precisely from the ethos that is derived from historical sensitivity to the Nazi Judeocide. 
That ethos, that historical lesson of European fascism is that silence in the face of 
oppression is complicity with that oppression. Not to speak out is to become a 
collaborator with illegitimate and violent power. That is the relevant ethos for every Jew 
who carries the legacy of the Shoa as part of their identity. It is the ethos for every anti-
racist for whom the Holocaust was one of the outcomes of a failure to prevent the rise of 
Nazism to power. 
The charge of Anti-Semitism, however, is used to quell public criticism. It is used to 
suppress that ethos. The confusion and conflation of criticism of Israel with hatred of 
Jews serves a double function: it tends to silence critics who may be understandably 
reluctant to be tarnished with that label; and it renders the criticism of Israel literally 
‘unhearable’ by most Israelis and supporters of Israel. … 
In the UCU, we have faced all of these accusations, and we have resisted them. We 
have striven to focus our attention on two things. First, was the plight of the Palestinians 
in the illegally occupied territories, and the systematic denial to them not only of any 
vestige of academic freedom but even anything resembling a normal education. 
…Second, was the complicity of Israeli academic institutions in the maintenance and 
extension of the occupation. …no Israeli academic institution, and no department, and no 
disciplinary grouping of scholars has ever condemned the occupation or distanced 
themselves from it. Israeli academic institutions are thus both active participants in the 
occupation, and silent, and hence collusive, witnesses of it. … 
In these circumstances, we concluded, it was the moral and political duty of concerned 
academics everywhere to boycott those Israeli institutions that fail to terminate their 
military contracts, and that fail publicly to condemn the occupation and to dissociate 
themselves from it. … 
A society or community or institution may be committed to free speech - but not 
absolutely committed. It is not thereby committed to allowing ‘hate speech’. … So too 
with academic freedom. Only in exceptional circumstances should that principle be 
infringed. …The case of Israel’s treatment of the Palestinians, and the complicity of 
Israeli institutions in that treatment is such a case. 
The boycott of Israeli academic institutions is thus a moral duty rather than a moral 
offence. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2954:the-
boycott-of-israeli-academic-institutions-is-a-moral-duty-rather-than-a-moral-
offence&catid=269:news&Itemid=200271 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/ml033-v.htm  
 

 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 

http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2954:the-boycott-of-israeli-academic-institutions-is-a-moral-duty-rather-than-a-moral-offence&catid=269:news&Itemid=200271
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2954:the-boycott-of-israeli-academic-institutions-is-a-moral-duty-rather-than-a-moral-offence&catid=269:news&Itemid=200271
http://www.scottishpsc.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2954:the-boycott-of-israeli-academic-institutions-is-a-moral-duty-rather-than-a-moral-offence&catid=269:news&Itemid=200271
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/ml033-v.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
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Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/048/amend/su048-iiia.htm  
 

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 4 days 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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