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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Armed Forces: Religions and Faiths 
Lord Steinberg: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many members of Her 
Majesty's Armed Forces are (a) Jewish, and (b) Israeli. [HL4581] 

The Minister for International Defence and Security (Baroness Taylor of 
Bolton): As at 1 April 2009, 70 personnel in the UK regular forces had declared 
their religion as Jewish and no personnel had declared their nationality as Israeli. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90701w0001.htm#0907
0168000758  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Prisoners 
Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has made to the government of Israel on the welfare of 
Palestinian and Arab prisoners in Israeli detention; and if he will make a statement. 
[282780] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The administrative detention and treatment of Palestinian 
prisoners, especially Palestinian teenagers, in Israeli Prison Service facilities is a 
serious concern. 
We have called on the Israeli Government to take immediate action to ensure all 
cases are reviewed by a court in accordance with fair procedures, and that their 
rights, particularly the rights to a fair trial and family visitation, are upheld. We 
made our concerns clear during Israel's Universal Periodic Review (UPR) in the 
Human Rights Council in December 2008 and also in the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office's 2008 Human Rights Report. We will continue to raise this 
with Israeli officials. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090701/text/90701w00
12.htm#09070170000034  
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Exports: Israel 
Mr. Andrew Smith: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Innovation 
and Skills how many end-user certificates for exports of arms to Israel have been issued 
in the last three years. [283331] 

Ian Lucas: End-user certificates are submitted by the exporter as supporting 
documentation when applying for export licences, and are supplied by the end-
user of the goods. The Government publish, in their Annual and Quarterly Reports 
on Strategic Export Controls, detailed information on export licences issued, 
refused and revoked, by destination, including a summary of the items covered by 
these licences. 
The Government's Annual Reports, published since 1997, and Quarterly Reports, 
published since 2004, are available from the Libraries of the House and on the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) website at: 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-the-fco/publications/publications/annual-
reports/export-controls1 
As part of the Government's commitment to transparency and accountability the 
Export Control Organisation has also recently launched an online searchable 
database of export control licensing statistics in order to improve the usability of 
the data published. The database can be accessed at: 
https://www.exportcontroldb.berr.gov.uk/eng/fox/sdb/SDBHOME 
The latest date for which information is available is 31 December 2008. The 
officials will shortly be publishing the data for the quarter ending 31 March 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090701/text/90701w00
19.htm#09070179000051  
 

Gaza 
Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what his 
most recent assessment is of the humanitarian situation in Gaza; and if he will make a 
statement. [282495] 

Mr. Michael Foster: The recent conflict intensified an already difficult 
humanitarian situation in Gaza. While the pace of deterioration has slowed since 
the ceasefire in January, the humanitarian situation remains extremely serious. 
Most basic foodstuffs are now available in Gaza. However, high prices and access 
restrictions on many other food items mean that around 90 per cent. of Gazans 
are still partly dependent on food aid. 
Success of the humanitarian response and early recovery effort requires opening 
of the crossings from Israel in order to allow movement of materials and personnel 
into Gaza. The UK continues to press the Israeli Government on this issue. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090701/text/90701w00
15.htm#09070170000056  

 
 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

John Hemming (1797) Aid ship Spirit of Humanity - That this House expresses its 
concern at the illegal detention in international waters of the aid ship Spirit of Humanity 
and her crew of 21 including British citizens; and calls on the Israeli government 
immediately to release the ship and her crew in order to allow the ship's humanitarian 
mission to continue unmolested. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38997&SESSION=899  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/about-the-fco/publications/publications/annual-reports/export-controls1
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090701/text/90701w0019.htm#09070179000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090701/text/90701w0019.htm#09070179000051
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090701/text/90701w0015.htm#09070170000056
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090701/text/90701w0015.htm#09070170000056
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38997&SESSION=899
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Amnesty 

Gaza conflict: First comprehensive report says both sides committed war crimes 
Israeli forces killed hundreds of unarmed Palestinian civilians and destroyed thousands 
of homes in Gaza in attacks which breached the laws of war, Amnesty International 
concluded in a new 117-page report …Hamas and other Palestinian armed groups fired 
hundreds of rockets into southern Israel, killing three Israeli civilians, injuring scores and 
driving thousands from their homes. 'Such unlawful attacks constitute war crimes and are 
unacceptable,' …Some 300 children and hundreds of other unarmed civilians who took 
no part in the conflict were among the 1,400 Palestinians killed by Israeli forces.    
Most were killed with high-precision weapons, relying on surveillance drones that have 
exceptionally good optics, allowing those observing to see their targets in detail. Others 
were killed with imprecise weapons, including artillery shells carrying white phosphorus 
… Many were killed when their homes were bombed while they slept. Other were sitting 
in their yard or hanging the laundry on the roof. Children were struck while playing in their 
bedrooms or on the roof, or near their homes. Paramedics and ambulances were 
repeatedly attacked while attempting to rescue the wounded or recover the dead. 
…Much of the destruction was wanton and could not be justified on grounds of 'military 
necessity'.  … 
Amnesty …calls on Israel to commit not to carry out direct, indiscriminate or 
disproportionate attacks on civilians; or use artillery, mortars and white phosphorus 
weapons in densely populated areas; and to end its blockade on the Gaza Strip, which is 
collectively punishing the entire population. It urges Hamas to renounce its policy of 
unlawful rocket attacks against civilian population centres in Israel and to prevent other 
armed groups from carrying out such attacks.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/news_details.asp?NewsID=18294    

 
 

Operation Cast Lead: 22 Days Of Death And Destruction 
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_19505.pdf 
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/su033-iva.htm  
 

 
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850207m.345-
351.html  

 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  

 
 

http://www.amnesty.org.uk/news_details.asp?NewsID=18294
http://www.amnesty.org.uk/uploads/documents/doc_19505.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/033/amend/su033-iva.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850207m.345-351.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850207m.345-351.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
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Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  

 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

House of Lords Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90701-
0004.htm#09070164000477  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/048/amend/su048-iia.htm  

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWEB.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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