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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Census 
Lord Laird: To ask Her Majesty's Government what ethnic groupings will be referred to 
in the next census. [HL4446] 

Baroness Crawley: The information requested falls within the responsibility of the 
UK Statistics Authority. I have asked the authority to reply. 
Letter from Karen Dunnell, National Statistician, to Lord Laird, dated June 2009. 
As National Statistician I have been asked to reply to your recent question asking 
what ethnic groupings will be referred to in the next Census. (HL4446) 
I refer you to my reply to a similar question in the House of Lords Official Report 
709, col. 90. 
Subsequent to the publication of the 2011 Census White Paper “Helping to shape 
tomorrow” in December, ONS has further considered concerns raised and has 
identified a small number of issues for further investigation and evidence 
gathering. One of these is the ethnic group question, where we are testing the 
performance of a possible additional category to collect information on people 
identifying as “Kashmiri”. 
More information about the further question testing programme is available on the 
website http://www.ons.gov.uk/census/2011-census/news-and-events/additional- 
questionnaire-testing-planned/index.html. 
The programme of testing is not complete and consequently no decisions have yet 
been made about any of the possible revisions. The Draft Census Order which 
sets out the topics and particulars to be collected by each question is currently 
scheduled to be laid before Parliament around mid October. Parts of the Census 
Order require the approval of Parliament. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90624w0001.htm#0906
2476000305  
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Israel 

Westminster Hall Debate 

Middle East 
includes 
col 239WH Richard Spring …Today, violence on the streets of Gaza inflames passions 
on the streets of our country. Whether we like it or not, we cannot escape from the 
realities of our past and current involvement. In that, we are blessed with outstanding 
diplomats, whose knowledge of the middle east is unsurpassed. When their judgments 
have been ignored, it has led inevitably to difficulties for us. …A chunk of Syria—the 
Golan heights—is illegally occupied by Israel. The area holds no strategic value for 
Israel. In 2000, the late President Hafez Assad came close to a deal with Israel that 
included the return of the Golan heights and a clear recognition of the state of Israel. 
Israel continues to have concerns about Iranian and Syrian support for Hezbollah. 
However, it is noteworthy how acquiescent Hezbollah was when Israel invaded Gaza. 
…a core impetus to Hezbollah’s military activities would be changed if Israel returned the 
Golan heights to Syria. 
 

col 241WH  Richard Burden: … He referred to the Golan heights. We all refer to the 
area as that, but in so doing, we minimise its importance. It is an 1,800 sq km plateau, 
where the rainfall is higher than in Damascus. It is of great strategic significance. There 
are more than 346,000 displaced persons from the Golan, but that is often treated almost 
as a side issue to achieving a comprehensive middle east peace. The area is about more 
than that; it is absolutely central—strategically for Syria in terms of natural resources and 
other things, but also in terms of doing right by those 346,000 displaced persons. 
Richard Spring: …Although the Golan heights are occupied, I do not think that even 
people in the Israel defence forces regard them as strategically significant. However, the 
matter will sour the relationship between Syria and Israel, which is why some sort of 
solution to the problem—a solution was nearly arrived at in 2000—could take the whole 
process forward. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/halltext/90624
h0001.htm#09062511000001  
 

col 246WH  Roger Godsiff:  …I am becoming more and more sceptical about whether 
there will be a two-state solution. The intractable problems between Fatah and Hamas, 
and the fact that the two parts of an embryonic Palestinian state are divided by a piece of 
land that was Israeli territory prior to 1967 leads me to question more and more whether 
there can be a viable two-state solution. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/halltext/90624
h0002.htm  
 

col 253WH  Mr. Lidington: …I have not yet seen anything that persuades me that 
Hamas has made concrete progress towards accepting the Quartet conditions. However, 
it is clear to me that Syria has a significant influence over Hamas. Yet at the time of the 
Gaza conflict, in the early weeks of this year, we were getting very clear reports that it 
was Mr. Mashal and his faction in Damascus who were taking the hardest line in 
opposing efforts to try to broker a ceasefire and truce, to bring at least an immediate end 
to that bloody conflict, which was costing both lives and livelihoods. …If there is to be an 
enduring Israeli-Syrian settlement, the issue of arms supplies to Hezbollah across Syrian 
territory will have to be addressed. I find it hard to envisage any Israeli Government of 
any political tradition being willing to sign up to a peace treaty with Damascus unless the 
issue of Hezbollah’s arms is addressed. That, in turn, means attending to issues affecting 
Lebanon, such as the Shebaa farms, and brings into the equation Syria’s relationship 
with Iran.  … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/halltext/90624
h0003.htm  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/halltext/90624h0001.htm#09062511000001
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col 257WH  Mr Lewis: …We must also be clear, however, about the messages that we 
and others in the international community send when Syria continues to support the 
leadership of Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad or when it continues to facilitate the 
supply of weapons to Hezbollah. Those actions are inconsistent with the openness of 
Syria to talk to Israel, and these issues will have to be addressed if there is to be peace 
between the two. We cannot have countries sitting around the negotiating table on the 
one hand and supporting, fostering and encouraging terrorist activities on the other. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/halltext/90624
h0004.htm  
 

 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East 
Mr. Alistair Carmichael (Orkney and Shetland) (LD): What recent assessment [The 
Minister of State, Department for International Development] has made of the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [281797] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for International Development 
(Mr. Michael Foster): The conflict earlier this year intensified an already difficult 
humanitarian situation in Gaza. The pace of deterioration has slowed since the 
ceasefire in January, but the humanitarian situation remains extremely serious. 
Around 90 per cent. of Gazans still partly depend on food aid. 
Success of the response effort continues to depend on opening the crossings from 
Israel to allow movement of materials and personnel into Gaza. The UK presses 
the Israeli Government regularly on this issue. 

Mr. Carmichael: To say that the situation is serious is masterful understatement; it 
verges on the desperate. There can, however, be no improvement until the borders are 
opened. What are the Government doing to impress on the Israeli Government the need 
to let the basic foodstuffs and essentials of everyday life through the border crossing 
points and into Gaza? 

Mr. Foster: The hon. Gentleman is absolutely right: access through the border 
crossings from Israel into Gaza is essential to deal with development aid and to 
help complement the long-term peaceful political solution that is needed in that 
part of the world. 

Dr. Phyllis Starkey (Milton Keynes, South-West) (Lab): A number of British charities 
are active in Gaza, one of which is Interpal. Its ability to deliver development aid is being 
seriously constrained by its inability to access international clearing banking facilities. Will 
the Minister meet the charity to see …Will the Minister meet representatives of Interpal to 
discuss the difficulties it is having, and to see what help the British Government can 
offer? 

Mr. Foster: I understand that Interpal has had difficulties in accessing finance, 
and I am perfectly happy to meet my hon. Friend and the organisation to see what 
can be done to resolve them. 

Mr. Ian Taylor (Esher and Walton) (Con): Part of the problem in Gaza is the rivalry 
between Fatah and Hezbollah. Does the Minister have any engagement in the 
discussions to try to keep the peace, and has Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu given any 
assurances in respect of Gaza in his comments about a two-state solution? 

Mr. Foster: I have had no direct discussions with those two parties representing 
the Palestinian people, but I can tell the hon. Gentleman that we welcome Prime 
Minister Netanyahu’s recently announced support for a two-state solution, which 
we think will deal with this situation once and for all. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/debtext/90624-
0002.htm#09062480000023  
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Middle East 
Jim Sheridan (Paisley and Renfrewshire, North) (Lab): What [The Minister of State, 
Department for International Development's] latest assessment is of the humanitarian 
situation in Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [281800] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for International Development 
(Mr. Michael Foster): I refer my hon. Friend to my previous answer. 

Jim Sheridan: My hon. Friend will be aware that the Israeli blockade is causing extreme 
problems for people in Gaza. Cement supplies have been held up in the blockade, but 
how can people reconstruct and build their houses if they cannot get those materials? 

Mr. Foster: My hon. Friend makes a valid point. The United Nations believes that 
only 25 types of relief out of the some 4,000 that are needed in Gaza are actually 
getting through the crossings, and construction materials are essential if we are to 
rebuild Gaza city. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/debtext/90624-
0002.htm#09062480000025  
 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what responses they have received 
from the government of Israel to their requests for unrestricted access for humanitarian 
supplies and construction materials entering Gaza. 

Lord Brett: My Lords, since the ceasefire in January, humanitarian access to 
Gaza has improved, but still not nearly enough humanitarian supplies or 
construction materials are getting in. The UK Government continue to take this 
issue extremely seriously. At the Sharm el-Sheikh conference in March, there was 
broad international support for greater access to Gaza. We welcomed this and 
have sustained our lobbying of the Israeli Government on the issue. 

Lord Hylton: My Lords, have we or have we not had responses from Israel to requests 
made by our Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary? Given the scale of malnutrition, 
homelessness and deprivation in Gaza, will the Government support Egypt’s proposal for 
a technical and humanitarian committee nominated by both the Palestinian Authority and 
Hamas to organise access for essential incoming supplies? Will they also bear in mind 
the fact that UNRWA has offered to verify the end use of such supplies? 

Lord Brett: My Lords, as I have said, the UK Government and others continue to 
press the Israeli authorities to allow greater access. The Government have no 
knowledge of the details of the proposal that the noble Lord enunciated about a 
new committee. The UK’s priority is that humanitarian and recovery aid should 
reach the people of Gaza. We have well developed international mechanisms for 
doing that, including the UNRWA, the World Bank and the International Committee 
of the Red Cross. We strongly support the UN’s role in this. However, recovery 
and reconstruction will necessarily involve consultation with numerous local and 
international actors. We are doing all that we can to ensure greater access. 

Baroness Rawlings: My Lords, following President Obama’s speech in Cairo, in which 
he demonstrated that his Administration will take a more pragmatic approach to resolving 
this issue, will Her Majesty’s Government be working closely with the Americans in order 
to encourage the Israelis to ease their border restrictions for humanitarian aid? 

Lord Brett: My Lords, the Government continue to work closely with the United 
States, our European partners and all international actors who share our view that 
what is required in the conflict between Israel and the Palestinian people is 
dialogue. That dialogue comes about by getting the international actors to put 
pressure on the local actors. The fact that this was done in the form of a speech 
by the American President is an opportunity for a step forward, which the UK 
Government strongly support. 

Baroness Northover: My Lords, is the Minister aware that, despite what he indicated in 
his initial Answer, food and building supplies and even children’s toys and crayons are 
being blocked from going into Gaza? DfID has just had to pay £40,000 simply to store 
vehicles that have not been allowed into Gaza since February. Is it not time that the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/debtext/90624-0002.htm#09062480000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/debtext/90624-0002.htm#09062480000025
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international community put a stop to this and indicated to Israel that it is hardly in its best 
interests to have this kind of image of what it is doing going around the world? 

Lord Brett: My Lords, the noble Baroness makes important points. Only 25 of 
some 4,000 forms of humanitarian and other supplies are allowed in. Many will 
echo her sentiments. However, I do not think that she has to lie awake at night 
worrying about whether the UK Government and others have made those points to 
the state of Israel. They are central to the discussion and we hope that those 
arguments will bear fruit. 

Lord Clinton-Davis: My Lords, what evidence is there to suggest that Hamas will co-
operate with Israel in coming to the aid of the beleaguered people of Gaza? 

Lord Brett: My Lords, not a lot, on the basis of what we know. The United 
Kingdom Government do not communicate directly with Hamas. The Arab League 
has given that responsibility to Egypt. There is therefore only an indirect dialogue. 
I do not believe that in our task of providing assistance there is a requirement to 
talk directly to Hamas. 

Lord Hannay of Chiswick: My Lords, what information do the Government have about 
negotiations for the formation of a national unity Government in the Palestinian Authority, 
which could have a positive influence on the problem in Gaza? Will he confirm the views 
that his noble friend expressed in this House some months ago that, should a national 
unity Government be formed, the British Government will deal with them in a perfectly 
straightforward manner? 

Lord Brett: My Lords, the noble Lord makes important points, both of which I can 
answer in the affirmative. I can give him the absolute up-to-date information on the 
formation of a national Government: the Egyptian proposal is supported. I will see 
whether there is information that I can add in a written reply to the noble Lord. On 
the second point, the UK Government’s position remains the same as enunciated 
previously. 

Lord Winston: My Lords, on a point of information, will the Minister tell us whether he 
has any evidence that Israel is concerned about the smuggling of weapons with supplies 
into Gaza? It would be helpful to have an answer. 

Lord Brett: My Lords, the answer is self-evident. Undoubtedly, Israel is concerned 
about what it sees as an attempt to smuggle arms and other ordnance, as is 
shown in the way in which it is denying access to goods that other people consider 
to be perfectly reasonable. We have to find a way through that meets the security 
concerns of the Israeli Government and the absolute and urgent needs of the 
Palestinian people. 

Baroness Symons of Vernham Dean: My Lords, the problem has gone on for a long 
time and there are two directly conflicting interests, both of which one has a great deal of 
sympathy with. On the one hand, there is the humanitarian need and, on the other hand, 
there is Israel’s need for security. Will my noble friend please come back to the House 
with a Written Answer on the Egyptian proposal and how that might work, with 
international scrutiny of what really is going over the border? 

Lord Brett: My Lords, I thank my noble friend for her question. Any noble Lord 
can table any Questions for Written Answer. I invite the noble Baroness or indeed 
any other Member who wishes to table Questions to do so, so that they can be 
given serious consideration and Answers provided. This is not just a question of 
humanitarian aid. At the moment, dry goods and basic foods are available. What 
we need is much greater access to provide for reconstruction, without which 
Palestine cannot hope to get away from the state that it is in at the moment. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90624-
0001.htm#09062475000443  
 

Palestinian West Bank 
Rosie Cooper: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what his 
latest assessment is of the effectiveness of his Department's projects to support 
economic development in the Palestinian West Bank. [281803] 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90624-0001.htm#09062475000443
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90624-0001.htm#09062475000443
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Mr. Michael Foster: In 2008, the Department for International Development 
(DFID) funded two conferences aimed at encouraging investment in Palestine. UK 
Trade and Investment (UKTI) is now working with various stakeholders on 
conference follow-up and will be supporting a scoping mission to the West Bank in 
October. 
In partnership with the World Bank, we are also supporting the Palestinian private 
sector through the Facility for New Market Development (FNMD), which is 
currently helping 138 companies (115 in the West Bank) to develop new products 
and/or enter new markets. FNMD clients have already developed four new 
products and entered 13 new international markets. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/text/90624w00
01.htm#090624125000019  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

David Miliband calls for the release of Gilad Shalit 
Foreign Secretary David Miliband has once again called on Hamas to release the Israeli 
soldier Gilad Shalit on the third anniversary of his kidnapping. He said: 
'Today is the third anniversary of the kidnapping of Gilad Shalit. Both British Ministers 
and the British Ambassador in Israel have had repeated contact with Gilad's family and 
emphasized our support for Gilad's immediate release. Last September, the Ambassador 
helped to deliver over 2,000 Jewish New Year cards for Gilad to the ICRC* as part of a 
campaign organized by the UK Jewish community. I repeat the UK's call to Hamas for his 
immediate, unconditional, and safe release. We share the Shalit family's dismay at 
Hamas's refusal to allow the ICRC access to Gilad. 
I do not forget the humanitarian plight of ordinary Gazans. I repeat the UK's calls on 
Israel to reduce further the current restrictions on the Gaza crossings, to allow in aid, 
reconstruction materials, and trade goods, and to permit the legitimate flow of people 
through the crossings. It is imperative to start a new cycle of hope in Gaza, so that all 
turn their back on violence and focus on building a safe and secure future.' 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=20069937  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Faith Organisations 
 Mr. Andy Reed: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
recent assessment he has made of the contribution of faith organisations to his 
Department's work with civil society in developing countries. [281804] 

Mr. Michael Foster: During 2007-8, the Department for International 
Development channelled over £21 million through faith organisations to support 
their development efforts. 
Faith organisations play a direct and vital role tackling poverty in poor countries, 
providing essential services and humanitarian assistance. They are able to 
undertake inward and outward advocacy, mobilising support and helping change 
attitudes and behaviour of members on issues such as HIV/AIDS, reproductive 
health and the role of women. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/text/90624w00
01.htm#090624125000020  

TOP 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/text/90624w0001.htm#090624125000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/text/90624w0001.htm#090624125000019
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=20069937
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/text/90624w0001.htm#090624125000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090624/text/90624w0001.htm#090624125000020


 
7 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 
 

 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852506m.27
9-285.html  
 
 

Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 
 

 
 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

 
 
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  
 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Other Relevant Information 
Freedom of Information Act annual report 2008 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/freedom-of-information-annual-report-2008.pdf  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 6 days 
Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852506m.279-285.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852506m.279-285.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.uk/publications/docs/freedom-of-information-annual-report-2008.pdf
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx
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Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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