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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
Lord Alton of Liverpool: To ask Her Majesty's Government which recommendations 
made by the Shipman inquiry have not been incorporated in the Coroners and Justice 
Bill; and why those recommendations have not been so incorporated. [HL4220] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord Bach): 
The coroner reform and death certification provisions of the Coroners and Justice 
Bill implement, in full or in part, a number of recommendations contained in the 
Shipman inquiry's third report, including the statutory duty on doctors to report 
certain deaths to coroners, the appointment of a Chief Coroner, an appeals 
system, independent inspection, and independent medical examiners to scrutinise 
the certificates of cause of death of all deaths not reported to the coroner. Other 
recommendations about coroners and death certification have been addressed by 
alternative means, including the framework within which services are delivered. As 
announced in the other place by my right honourable friend the former Minister of 
State for Constitutional Affairs (Harriet Harman) on 6 February 2006 (Official 
Report, cols. 607-608), and on several occasions in Parliament subsequently, the 
Government are not convinced that the inquiry's recommendation for a centralised 
death investigation service is the most effective model. Our preference is for 
coroners and medical examiners to be based at a local level, and while there will 
be close links between the two on specific aspects of their work, we believe that 
they should not be part of an integrated organisational structure. 
Recommendations made by the Shipman inquiry into matters that are beyond the 
scope of coroners and death certification—such as the control of drugs, 
complaints arrangements in health and social care, and medical regulation and 
revalidation—are being taken forward by the Department of Health. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90622w0002.htm#0906
2224000495  
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Holocaust 

Council of Europe 

Council of Europe Secretary General Terry Davis attends the commemorative 
ceremony in Natzweiler-Struthof  
 On Sunday, 21 June, the Secretary General took part in the ceremony commemorating 
the 64th anniversary of the liberation of the concentration camps and the 65th anniversary 
of the evacuation of the camp in Natzweiler-Struthof. The ceremony at the site where 
more than 50 thousand people from all across Europe had been detained was led by Mr 
Jean Marie Bockel, the French Secretary of State for Defence and Veterans. In addition 
to the Secretary General, who has attended the commemoration ceremonies in 
Natzweiler-Struthof every year during his term of office, many Permanent 
Representatives to the Council of Europe and Consuls of Council of Europe member 
states were also present at the commemoration.  
http://www.coe.int/t/dc/press/news/20090621_sg_en.asp  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they continue to support the 
Arab League peace initiative; and whether they will work to ensure that multi-lateral 
conversations start this year. [HL4123] 

Lord Brett: The UK remains committed to supporting the Arab peace initiative 
(API). My right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary reiterated the UK's support 
to the API in his statement at the UN Security Council  
on 11 May 2009. The UK sees the API as an essential basis for progressing 
towards peace in the Middle East. 
We will continue to maintain contact with Israeli, Palestinian, Arab and other 
international leaders to do all we can to drive the peace process forward. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90622w0003.htm#0906
2224000510  
 

Film: Israel 
Andrew Gwynne: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport (1) what 
recent progress has been made on the implementation of the UK-Israel Film Co-
production Treaty; [281298] 
(2) what recent discussions his Department has had with the Government of Israel on 
collaboration between the UK and Israeli film industries. [281299] 

Mr. Simon: We have completed the substantive negotiations with Israel on a film 
co-production agreement. There are some minor elements to be finalised, but we 
expect to be able to announce arrangements for the signing of this treaty in the 
summer. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090622/text/90622w00
13.htm#0906228000117  
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UK Ministerial Statement 

General Affairs and External Relations Council 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
(Chris Bryant): The General Affairs and External Relations Council (GAERC) was held 
on 15 June in Luxembourg. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary and the Minister 
of State for Europe represented the UK. The agenda items covered were as follows: … 
Middle East 
High Representative Solana debriefed Ministers on his recent visit to the region and 
noted that continued EU-US co-operation would be vital, especially over the next few 
weeks. There was widespread agreement on the importance of further EU-US co-
operation, addressing settlements, securing access to Gaza, and supporting a 
comprehensive, regional approach. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary agreed 
and urged the EU to encourage support for the Arab peace initiative. 
Ministers agreed conclusions on the MEPP, welcoming the US Administration’s 
commitment to pursuing a two-state solution and a comprehensive peace. They also 
confirmed the EU’s readiness to work actively with the US and other Quartet members to 
achieve this goal and contribute substantially to post-conflict arrangements aimed at 
ensuring the sustainability of peace agreements. 
To read the full statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090622/wmstext/90622
m0001.htm#0906224000013  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary statement on Israel boycotts 
Foreign Secretary David Miliband has expressed dismay that motions calling for boycotts 
of Israel are being discussed by trade union congresses and conferences. He said: 
'The Government is dismayed that motions calling for boycotts of Israel are being 
discussed at trade union congresses and conferences this summer. 
Mr Lewis, Minister of State responsible for the Middle East, is this week meeting 
representatives of leading British unions in order to make clear the Government's firm 
belief that calls for boycotts of Israel cannot and do not contribute to peace.  
British people of all backgrounds are distressed and frustrated by the Arab-Israeli 
conflict.  Many wish to take action to advance the goals of peace and justice, a response 
I understand and share intensely.  
But I am saddened when this proactive energy is channelled into boycotting economic 
and academic events, as well as cultural events which seek to increase understanding 
between people. Such boycotts would, I believe, obstruct opportunities forco-operation 
and dialogue and serve only to polarise debate further. Boycotts would only make it 
harder to achieve the peace that both Palestinians and Israelis deserve and desire. 
Rather than seeking to boycott, I urge the British unions to help find a shared solution to 
common challenges, and I am encouraged that they are ready to do so. I commend 
Israeli and Palestinian trade unions for their determination to build bridges between their 
societies, for example through joint training for their members.  
Initiatives like this bring people closer together, rather than pushing them further apart, 
and the Government welcomes and encourages British union support for such projects.It 
is vital that we do all we can to break the vicious cycle of fear and mistrust and help 
Israelis and Palestinians find common ground so that they can live together in peace.' 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=19982633  
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Foreign Affairs 

Downing Street 

King Abdullah of Jordan visits Downing Street 
The Prime Minister met King Abdullah of Jordan at Downing Street on Monday where the 
two leaders discussed the Middle East Peace Process and Iran. 
On the Peace Process, the two leaders agreed that the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s speech, which endorsed the creation of a Palestinian state with some 
conditions, was a helpful step forward. 
But Gordon Brown and King Abdullah said more was needed to relaunch the peace 
process including the need for Israel to meet its commitments and implement a total 
freeze on settlement building activity. 
The Prime Minister and King Abdullah both expressed concern at developments in Iran 
following the contested election. 
They said the regime needed to react to protests with restraint and to avoid violence. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19746  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Speech by David Miliband in Poland: European renewal amidst global adversity 
…I am one of the million Britons who have Polish blood. My father's parents lived in 
Poland, leaving the country at the end of the First World War. My mother was born here; 
her life saved by those who risked theirs sheltering her from Nazi oppression. After the 
war, in 1946, she left the country for the UK.   
I come here with a curiosity about the place where my grandparents and my mother were 
born alongside an acute sense of tragedy for the terrible losses suffered during the 
Second World War. I come here with an admiration for the strength of the Polish spirit, 
the flame which continued to burn through 44 dark years of Communism, and for the 
enormous contribution that this country has made to European culture - Copernicus's role 
in the renaissance to the music of Chopin and Karel Szymanowski or the films of 
Kieslowski and Wajda. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=19993154  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852306m.23
7-243.html 
 
 

Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19746
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=19993154
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852306m.237-243.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852306m.237-243.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
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Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

 
 
 

** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

House of Lords Committee 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90622-
0002.htm#09062210000465 
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/048/amend/su048-ira.htm  
 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Other Relevant Information 

BNP 
BNP: Commission takes action over potential breach of race discrimination law 

The Equality and Human Rights Commission has today written to the British National 
Party over possible breaches of anti-discrimination law. The Commission has demanded 
that the party address potential breaches related to its constitution and membership 
criteria, employment practices and provision of services to the public and constituents. 
The letter, sent to the party chairman Nick Griffin, outlines the Commission’s concerns 
about the BNP’s compliance with the Race Relations Act. The letter asks the BNP to 
provide written undertakings by 20th July that it will make the changes required by the 
Commission. Failure to do so may result in the Commission issuing an application for a 
legal injunction against the BNP. … 
The Commission thinks that the BNP’s constitution and membership criteria may 
discriminate on the grounds of race and colour, contrary to the Race Relations Act.Â The 
party’s membership criteria appear to restrict membership to those within what the BNP 
regards as particular “ethnic groups” and those whose skin colour is white. This exclusion 
is contrary to the Race Relations Act which the party is legally obliged to comply with. 
The Commission therefore thinks that the BNP may have acted, and be acting, illegally. .. 
The BNP’s website states that the party is looking to recruit people and states that any 
applicants should supply a membership number. The Commission thinks that this 
requirement is contrary to the Race Relations Act, which outlaws the refusal or deliberate 
omission to offer employment on the basis of non-membership of an organisation. The 
Commission is therefore concerned that the BNP may have acted, and be acting, 
illegally. … 
The Commission is also concerned that the BNP’s elected representatives may not 
intend to offer or provide services on an equal basis to all their constituents and 
members of the public irrespective of race or colour. The Commission thinks that this 
contravenes the Race Relations Act and the Local Authority Model Code of Conduct and 
that the BNP may have acted illegally and may act illegally in the future.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/bnp-commission-takes-action-over-
potential-breach-of-race-discrimination-law/  
 
 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90622-0002.htm#09062210000465
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90622-0002.htm#09062210000465
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/048/amend/su048-ira.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/bnp-commission-takes-action-over-potential-breach-of-race-discrimination-law/
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/media-centre/bnp-commission-takes-action-over-potential-breach-of-race-discrimination-law/
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BNP dismisses legal action threat 
The British National Party has dismissed threats of legal action over its membership 
policies by the Equality and Human Rights Commission. …BNP leader Nick Griffin said 
the party's rules were "entirely legal".  
Mr Griffin - who was elected as an MEP for the North West on 4 June - said the BNP was 
an exempted organisation under Section 25 and Section 26 of the Race Relations Act.  
He said this meant "ethnic groups who need special protection such as the English in 
their own country, who are now second class citizens" were "entitled to discriminate on 
that basis and not on the grounds of colour".  
He added: "We are not discriminating on grounds of colour." … 
In its constitution, the BNP says it exists to represent the "collective National, 
Environmental, Political, Racial, Folkish, Social, Cultural, Religious and Economic 
interests of the indigenous Anglo-Saxon, Celtic and Norse folk communities of Britain 
and those we regard as closely related and ethnically assimilated or assimilable 
aboriginal members of the European race also resident in Britain".  
It says membership of the BNP is "strictly defined within the terms of, and our members 
also self define themselves within, the legal ambit of a defined 'racial group' this being 
'Indigenous Caucasian' and defined 'ethnic groups' emanating from that Race".  
To read the full news report see 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/8114619.stm  
 
 

Election of Speaker 
Full results    
http://news.parliament.uk/2009/06/election-of-the-speaker-latest/ 
 
Victory speech and responses from party leaders 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090622/debtext/90622-
0004.htm  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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