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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Entry Clearances: Religious Persons 
Mr. Donaldson: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what 
assessment he has made of the effect of the new regulations for religious workers who 
apply for a visa to enter the UK; how many applicants have been refused under the new 
arrangements; and if he will make a statement. [276435] 

Mr. Woolas [holding answer 20 May 2009]: There are provisions for religious 
workers to enter the UK under the new points based system, using Tier 2: Minister 
of Religion Route or Tier 5 Religious Worker. Both of these tiers were 
implemented on 27 November 2008. During the development of this policy and 
since implementation, officials have engaged with faith communities about these 
provisions. As the points based system beds in, it will undergo further evaluation. 
In answer to the request for refusal figures, we are planning to publish information 
in August which will address grants and refusals. We will be able to provide the 
information requested at this point. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090616/text/90616w00
11.htm#09061657000068  
 

Churches: Water Charges 
Mrs. Spelman: To ask the hon. Member for Middlesbrough, representing the Church 
Commissioners how many churches in each diocese have reported an increase in their 
water bills as a result of the new surface water charges. [279561] 

Sir Stuart Bell: Water charges are the responsibility of the Parochial Church 
Council of the particular church and such data is not held centrally. 
However, as churches were previously exempt from water rates, in areas where 
surface water and highways charges have begun to be phased in, all those with 
connections to the public drains face increases. In many cases these will be 
substantial, with annual increases ranging from a few hundred pounds for a small 
church to several thousand pounds for large churches. If applied nationally, this 
would result in estimated charges of £5 million for surface water drainage and £10 
million for highways drainage. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090616/text/90616w00
02.htm#09061633000030  

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090616/text/90616w0011.htm#09061657000068
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090616/text/90616w0011.htm#09061657000068
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090616/text/90616w0002.htm#09061633000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090616/text/90616w0002.htm#09061633000030
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Office for Security and Counter Terrorism 

Report by Lord Carlile on the Operation in 2008 of the Terrorism Act 2000 and of 
part 1 of the Terrorism Act 2006 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/general/Lord-
Carlile-report-2009/Lord-Carlile-report.pdf?view=Binary  
 

Government reply 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-
search/general/Lord-Carlile-report-2009/gov-reply-to-Lord-Carlile.pdf?view=Binary  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Scottish Government 

The First Minister, Alex Salmond, gave the keynote speech at a Holocaust Education 
Trust event in Edinburgh on 16 June. The transcript is not currently available online. 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Film: Israel 
Andrew Gwynne: To ask the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport what 
progress has been made on reaching agreement on a UK-Israel Film Co-production 
Treaty. [279751] 

Mr. Simon: We have completed the substantive negotiations with Israel on a film 
co-production agreement. There are some minor elements to be finalised, but we 
expect to be able to announce arrangements for the signing of this treaty soon. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090616/text/90616w00
01.htm#09061633000020  
 
 

Israel 
Viscount Waverley: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what is their approach to the 
Middle East peace process should a two-state solution be unattainable. 

Lord Brett: My Lords, we continue to consider that a two-state solution is the only 
realistic way to achieve sustainable peace in the Middle East. Our vision is of two 
democratic states—Israel and Palestine—living side by side in peace with secure 
and recognised boundaries. The Foreign Secretary reiterated this in his 21 May 
speech to the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies. It is also a vision shared by a 
majority of Palestinians, Israelis and a number of members of the international 
community. 

Viscount Waverley: My Lords, momentum must be maintained before further despair 
and greater poverty sets in with its inevitable consequences. Are the two states to be 
made up from the 1967 borders and not just in name and with no substance, or with the 
River Jordan as Israel’s border? Is not the West Bank already de facto an extension of 
Israel, with a divide and rule strategy through strict border controls, settlement policy and 

http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/general/Lord-Carlile-report-2009/Lord-Carlile-report.pdf?view=Binary
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/general/Lord-Carlile-report-2009/Lord-Carlile-report.pdf?view=Binary
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/general/Lord-Carlile-report-2009/gov-reply-to-Lord-Carlile.pdf?view=Binary
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/general/Lord-Carlile-report-2009/gov-reply-to-Lord-Carlile.pdf?view=Binary
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090616/text/90616w0001.htm#09061633000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090616/text/90616w0001.htm#09061633000020
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road layout networks, compounded by the inability of the Palestinians to either administer 
or deliver effectively? 

Lord Brett: My Lords, the noble Viscount poses a number of questions. Certainly, 
the need for an early solution to this intractable problem is to be wished by all. The 
two-state solution that we envisage provides for a safe and secure Israel and a 
democratic and viable Palestinian state living in peace and prosperity with their 
neighbours. The reference to the de facto extension of Israel, I presume, is a 
reflection on the question of the settlements in the West Bank. 
Events have moved on somewhat since the Question was put. We have had the 
remarkable speech of President Obama and the speech of Prime Minister 
Netanyahu only a couple of days ago. The Foreign Secretary, in responding to 
that, has welcomed the clarity from the Prime Minister of Israel that he sees the 
goal of an independent Palestinian state as an important part of the future of the 
Middle East. Fulfilment of all obligations includes a complete freeze on settlements 
as an obligation that needs to be applied to all parties in forming the road map. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: My Lords, the noble Lord is surely right that a two-state 
solution is the only hope. The national aspirations of both Israelis and Palestinians 
require a two-state solution as the only answer to the conflict. Does my noble friend 
agree that any proposal that disregards the right to self-determination, which he has 
referred to, of both peoples is doomed from the outset? 

Lord Brett: My Lords, as I have said, it is a broadly international belief that the 
only lasting peace will come with a two-state solution. I believe that many people 
were disappointed by parts at least of the speech of the Israeli Prime Minister; but 
it is significant. He said: 
“I turn to you, our Palestinian neighbours, led by the Palestinian Authority, and I 
say: ‘Let’s begin negotiations immediately without preconditions. Israel is obligated 
by its international commitments and expects all parties to keep their 
commitments’”. 
That is a message of some hope—the first time there has been recognition from 
the current Israeli Government of the need for a two-state solution. That is what 
we should seek to build on. 

Lord Wallace of Saltaire: My Lords, does the Minister recognise that Netanyahu’s 
refusal to budge on the question of further expansion of settlements remains a real 
stumbling block in the creation of a viable Palestinian state as part of a two-state 
solution; and has he noted the recent reports that a senior member of the Israeli Cabinet 
has just turned down the master plan for the further development of Jerusalem on the 
grounds that it “imposes too much Palestinian housing”? 

Lord Brett: My Lords, although in his speech the Israeli Prime Minister said “no 
preconditions”, many people have seen preconditions in the remaining parts of the 
speech. There are serious obstacles on the road to peace; but, having been 
through the experience that we have in this country, we know that, at the start of a 
journey, the most important thing is to identify the destination, then get the parties 
around the table to see how obstacles can be removed or avoided. We should 
take the hopeful part of the message. It is clear that settlements remain illegal. 
They are in violation of international law. Therefore, the UK and international 
position remains the same—to tell the Israeli authorities, both privately and in 
public, that they should be dismantled. 

Lord Steinberg: My Lords, would the Minister agree that Prime Minister Netanyahu has 
said that he and his Government will agree to a Palestinian state alongside Israel; but 
that it is also only fair to point out that President Obama, in the wonderful speech that he 
gave a few weeks ago, said that any democratic government must follow the will of the 
people, and the will of the people of Israel is for an undivided Jerusalem and no return of 
so-called refugees? Would the Minister agree with President Obama’s statement, and 
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s following it? 

Lord Brett: My Lords, I certainly agree that the speech of the President of the 
United States was remarkable. What was also remarkable was his engagement 



 
4 

early in his tenure as President. That shows a determination to solve something 
that will not be solved overnight; it may take a number of years. Therefore I 
believe that we should spend less time concentrating on the obstacles, and more 
time concentrating on how to remove the obstacles. What was said by Prime 
Minister Netanyahu was not the last word on this issue; just the latest word. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90616-
0001.htm#09061632000410  

 
 
UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Lynne Jones (EDM 1686) Pending demolition of the Shawamreh family home in 
East Jerusalem – That this House notes that since 1967, the Israeli authorities have 
demolished more than 24,000 Palestinian homes in the Occupied Territories; further 
notes the Israeli Supreme Court recently ruled that the home of Salim and Arabiya 
Shawamreh in Anata, already demolished by the Israeli authorities four times, can be 
demolished again; applauds the courageous resistance of the Shawamreh family; and 
calls on the Israeli authorities to grant the Shawamreh family a permit to build and to halt 
their illegal programme of demolition of Palestinian homes in line with the UN's call for 
Israel to freeze all pending demolition orders in East Jerusalem. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38873&SESSION=899 
 

 
Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-4399 Dr Richard Simpson: Patients in Gaza—That the Parliament notes the 
report in the British Medical Journal on 8 May 2009, "Gaza patients "forced" to help 
security services in exchange for Israeli medical treatment", based on reports from 
Physicians for Human Rights-Israel (PHR-I); notes that, according to PHR-I, 428 patients 
were interrogated by Shin Bet between January 2008 and March 2009, including minors 
in need of medical care, and, while recognising the right of Israel to ensure its security, 
supports the calls by Hadas Ziv, director of PHR-I, to end any use of patients, especially 
interrogation of minors, for the purpose of intelligence gathering and to ensure that any 
questioning for security purposes results in the least possible delay to patients getting 
medical treatment.  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16860 

 
 
European Commission 

Occupied Palestinian territory and Syria 
The European Commission has launched an emergency decision for €6 million to 
provide food assistance to victims of the drought in the occupied Palestinian territory and 
Syria. The funding will be channelled via the Commission's Humanitarian Aid department 
through non-governmental and international organisations including United Nations 
agencies. …The targeted populations in both in the occupied Palestinian territory and 
Syria are rural dwellers, in particular, the Bedouin communities and livestock herders in 
isolated areas of the West Bank. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/923&format=HTML&age
d=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  

TOP 
 
 

 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90616-0001.htm#09061632000410
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90616-0001.htm#09061632000410
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38873&SESSION=899
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16860
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/923&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/923&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en


 
5 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851606a.189-
190.html 
 

Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/pro0851606p.11-17.html  
 
 

Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

 
 
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851606a.189-190.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0851606a.189-190.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/pro0851606p.11-17.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/
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