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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Debate 

Justice: Sharia Law 
includes: 
col 296  Lord Pearson of Rannoch: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether they 
support the implementation of Sharia Law in the United Kingdom. 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord Bach): 
My Lords, Sharia law is not part of the law of the United Kingdom and the 
Government have no intention of making any change to that position. 

Lord Pearson of Rannoch: My Lords, I thank the noble Lord for that reply which, 
however, suggests that the Government may be disturbingly complacent about the fact 
that Sharia law is incompatible with the values and law of this country, as it denies not 
only equality before the law between men and women, Muslim and non-Muslim, but also 
freedom of religion. So, first, will the noble Lord give your Lordships a clear assurance 
that Sharia law will never be allowed to take precedence over British law? … 

Lord Bach: My Lords, I shall repeat myself: Sharia law has no jurisdiction in 
England and Wales. We do not intend to change that position. Regardless of 
religious belief, we are all equal before the law. We cannot prevent individuals 
seeking to regulate their lives through religious beliefs or cultural tradition. 
Communities and other groups have the option to use religious councils or any 
other system of alternative dispute resolution and agree to abide by their 
decisions. Nothing in the law in England and Wales prevents people abiding by 
Sharia principles if they wish, provided that their actions do not conflict with the 
law in England and Wales. If they do, the law in England and Wales prevails. … 

Baroness Cox: My Lords, is the Minister aware that Sharia family courts and councils 
were introduced into Canada at the request of local Muslim community leaders, but were 
subsequently withdrawn and proscribed when women were allowed proper consultation? 
Many of those women argued that they had gone to Canada precisely to flee Sharia 
provisions. Will there be opportunity for similar adequate and comprehensive 
consultation with all women on the issue in this country? 

Lord Bach: My Lords, we very much intend that that should be the position. The 
most practical and effective way of ensuring that the vulnerable are protected is to 
encourage the registration of mosques and imams for the purpose of carrying out 
marriages that comply with and will be recognised under the Marriage Act. … 

Baroness Warsi: My Lords, can the Minister confirm whether the Government, and 
specifically their officials connected with the area, are appropriately aware of the 
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distinction between Sharia and Sharia law? Are Muslim arbitration tribunals engaged in 
the adjudication of dispute resolution in the spirit of Sharia, or in the implementation of 
Sharia law as an alternative to English law? 

Lord Bach: My Lords, the Muslim Arbitration Tribunal may apply Sharia law only, 
and I emphasise only, if the disputing parties expressly agree in all arbitrations 
that decisions will be enforceable by the English and Welsh courts and the 
requirements of the Arbitration Act 1996 are satisfied. If any decisions by these 
tribunals were illegal or contrary to public policy under the law in England and 
Wales, they would simply not be enforceable. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90604-
0001.htm#09060438000837  

 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Faith Schools: Finance 
Paul Holmes: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what 
funding his Department provided to religious bodies as a contribution to their capital 
expenditure on voluntary-aided schools of a religious character in each year from 1997-
98 to 2003-04; what proportion of his Department’s expenditure such expenditure 
represented in each of those years; and in what instances his Department’s contribution 
represented (a) up to 90 per cent. and (b) 90 per cent. or more of total project 
expenditure. [277665] 

Jim Knight: The information set out as follows shows the amount of grant payable 
from 2001-02, the earliest year for which we have the information, to the governing 
bodies of those voluntary aided (VA) schools with a religious character. This is 
then shown as a proportion of the total departmental capital programme (including 
PFI credits) for all schools. Some VA schools will also have received some funding 
from programmes other than the main VA programmes but as these records are 
maintained mainly at local authority level we do not keep records of the amounts. 
The proportions in the table are therefore likely smaller than the actual share. 
Although most capital expenditure at voluntary aided schools requires a 10 per 
cent. contribution from their governing bodies, we do not have information relating 
to any other contributions made either by governing bodies or from any other 
source. 
 Amount paid up 

to 90 per cent. 
(£000) 

Amount paid 90-
100 per cent. 
(£000) 

Amount as a proportion of the 
total departmental capital 
programme (percentage) 

2001-02 172,292 427 6.16 

2002-03 298,205 3,750 8.67 

2003-04 440,450 28,200 10.8 

Total 910,947 32,377  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090604/text/90604w00
08.htm#09060448000010  
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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Debate 

Holocaust Assets 
Includes: 
col 294  Baroness Deech: To ask Her Majesty’s Government whether the United 
Kingdom will be represented at the Holocaust Era Assets Conference to be hosted by the 
Czech Republic in Prague. … 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): My Lords, I can confirm that the United Kingdom will be represented at 
the Holocaust Era Assets Conference … 

Baroness Deech: …Is [the Minister] aware that there are some elderly British Holocaust 
survivors who have tried in vain to recover some part of the property that they once 
owned in Poland? Will he ensure that our delegation focuses on the failure of the Polish 
Government, alone among European nations, to enact any restitution law relating to 
property seized by Nazis and communists despite repeated undertakings and obligations 
owed under European and international law—this after 20 years of democracy? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, the noble Baroness is quite right that Poland 
lags behind other countries in this regard. We have been regularly lobbying the 
Polish Government on this point. We understand that a draft law on restitution is 
under discussion by the Polish Council of Ministers, which is expected to go to 
their parliament later this year. I assure the noble Baroness that we will continue to 
lobby for its implementation. 

Lord Howarth of Newport: …Is it the Government’s intention to work towards the 
establishment of a regime of international law that would enable the resolution of cross-
border disputes about cultural property on a consistent and effective basis as an 
improvement on the present hodgepodge of national jurisdictions which so often renders 
a just solution impossible? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, my noble friend makes an interesting point; if it 
is not our intention, I suspect that it should be. … 

Lord Howell of Guildford: My Lords, will the Minister accept that we on this side of the 
House strongly support the point made by the noble Baroness, Lady Deech? Does he 
agree that it may not be fully appreciated that this conference is not just about Jewish, 
but also non-Jewish, claimants? It is not just about property seized by the Nazis and their 
German supporters in the Second World War without restitution, but also property seized 
or held by the communists and not returned to the original claimants. Will the Minister 
ensure that our strong delegation is instructed to press Poland hard, and to press the 
general point that the most ghastly event of the 20th century—maybe of all time—is 
never forgotten? … 
Lord Lee of Trafford: My Lords, thinking of our own obligations here, with all-party 
support, Andrew Dismore’s Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution Bill has reached Public Bill 
Committee stage. I declare an interest as chairman of the Association of Leading Visitor 
Attractions, members of which include virtually all the museums and galleries named in 
the Bill. The Bill only covers England and Wales. Can the noble Lord tell us how 
discussions with the Scottish Executive are proceeding? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, as the noble Lord knows, the UK Government 
support the Bill. To be honest, I am not aware of where it stands with the Scottish 
Executive, and I will get back to him on that. … 

Lord Higgins: My Lords, as I served on the Claims Resolution Tribunal for Dormant 
Accounts in Switzerland, which was very successful in finding the rightful owners of the 
assets, may I suggest that the experience of that tribunal may be relevant if progress is 
made in this case? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, I will certainly take that point under close 
advisement. … 
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Baroness Neuberger: My Lords, as somebody who has benefited indirectly from 
compensation paid by Germany to my mother, who was a refugee, I know that it made 
an enormous difference to how she felt about the land of her birth, although she was a 
very proud British citizen. Will the Minister assure the House that today …that this 
Government hope to see the relevant legislation passed in Poland? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, as I said, we are making representations but, 
given that 20th anniversary, I take this opportunity to say for the record that we 
hope the Polish Government will finally do the right thing on this. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90604-
0001.htm#09060438000836  

 
 
Scottish Parliament Debate 

There will be a debate on Anne Frank Day on Thursday 11 June at 5.00pm 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Occupied Territories: Housing 
Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the expansion of settlements in the West Bank; and if 
he will make a statement. [277207] 

David Miliband: Settlement expansion is a major obstacle to peace. We receive 
regular reports, including from the Israeli non-governmental organisation Peace 
Now. During 2008, Peace Now reported that the West Bank settler population 
increased 15,000 to 285,000. They report that there are plans for at least 73,300 
additional housing units in the West Bank. 
We are also deeply concerned about any changes to the character of East 
Jerusalem. 
I raised this issue during my meeting with Foreign Minister Lieberman and in my 
statement to the UN Security Council on 11 May 2009. We will continue to press 
the Israeli Government to freeze all such activity. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090604/text/90604w00
02.htm#09060436000039  
 

 
Downing Street e-Petition 

We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to prevent Lloyds TSB from closing 
Interpals account. Interpal is a leading charity that helps Palestinians in need. IBB 
(Islamic Bank of Britain) has a clearing account with Lloyds TSB and are being 
pressurised by them to close Interpals account. At a time when humanitarian needs in 
Gaza are so desperate, it is an inhumane decision that will affect many lives. 

Government Response: The Government recognises the importance of the 
issues raised and shares the concern that aid should reach those who need it 
most. Speaking in Gaza, on 1 March, the Secretary of State for International 
Development announced that the UK will give £30 million for recovery in Gaza. 
The pledge includes a new £20 million provision and £10 million from the support 
announced in January (£26.8 million). This brings the UK response to the recent 
conflict in Gaza to nearly £47 million. 
In addition to this, the Disasters Emergency Committee Appeal on Gaza has now 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90604-0001.htm#09060438000836
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90604-0001.htm#09060438000836
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090604/text/90604w0002.htm#09060436000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090604/text/90604w0002.htm#09060436000039
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raised over £7million. There are a number of charities providing aid internationally 
in high-risk situations including conflict and post-conflict environments. These 
charities make a vital contribution to the communities they help and their work 
supports people in desperate need. The value of their work cannot be overstated. 
Although the general picture on charitable assistance to Gaza is positive, many 
people have raised concerns about the position of the UK registered charities 
Interpal and Ummah Welfare Trust following difficulties with retaining banking 
services in the UK. 
The banking issues affecting these charities are unusual, and are not 
representative of the wider picture on the ability of UK charities to provide aid to 
those in need. However, we still share concerns about any interruption to 
humanitarian aid. Whilst commercial decisions on providing accounts and clearing 
services are for the banks themselves, we are discussing with relevant parties 
how best to ensure that charities can retain access to the banking system. 
The Treasury has also written to the US Government to reiterate the importance 
we attach to the delivery of effective charitable aid and to strengthen our dialogue 
with the US on how best we can facilitate legitimate charitable work, whilst 
protecting against the threat of terrorist abuse. 
Entirely separately from the banking issue the Charity Commission has recently 
concluded a formal Inquiry into Interpal. A full report of the Inquiry’s findings can 
be found on the Commission’s website (www.charitycommission.gov.uk)  

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19463  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850406a.43-
49.html 
 
 

Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

  
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Cabinet Reshuffle 
new jobs 
Alan Johnson    
Yvette Cooper   
Bob Ainsworth   
John Denham 
Sir Alan Sugar    
 
staying in post 
Alistair Darling 
David Miliband           
Jack Straw   
Lord Mandelson   
Ed Balls  
Ed Miliband   
Jim Murphy 
 
leaving 
John Hutton 
James Purnell 
Jacqui Smith 
Hazel Blears 

 
Home Secretary 
Work and Pensions 
Defence 
Communities 
Enterprise czar (non-Cabinet post) 
 
 
Chancellor 
Foreign 
Justice  
Business 
Schools 
Climate 
Scotland 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes today 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Progress towards the 2011 census (closes 11 June 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/public_administration_select_commi
ttee/pasc0809pn31.cfm 
 
**Equality Bill: Compatibility with UK Human Rights Obligations (closes 17 June) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn044_040609.cfm  
 
Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
 
Options for changes to the organ donation system in Wales (closes 3 August 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/healthsocialcare/organdonation/?lang=en  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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