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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Topical Questions: Environment Food and Rural Affairs 
David Taylor: There have long been pre-stunning requirements for animals slaughtered 
for food, but exemptions have been made for religious slaughter, mainly affecting halal 
and the slaughter of lambs. Will the Minister come to a meeting that I have organised 
after the recess to view a video produced by EBLEX—the English Beef and Lamb 
Executive—that shows the effects of such slaughter? It cannot be allowed to continue 
and we must end those exemptions. It is cruel, unacceptable and antediluvian. We must 
make progress on this issue, and I hope that the Minister will be able to attend the 
meeting that I have organised. 

The Minister of State, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(Jane Kennedy): I will be happy—perhaps that is not the right word—to come to 
the meeting and view the video, although I shall do so with a sinking heart. My visit 
to an abattoir for pigs and cattle last week sharpened my awareness of the issues. 
We have a long tradition of religious tolerance, which has led to the exemptions 
that my hon. Friend mentions, but I will come to the meeting and I will talk with him 
about diary arrangements. I am aware that this is an issue of acute concern 
across the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090521/debtext/90521-
0002.htm#09052147000023  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

Gaza 
includes: 
col 1430  Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty’s Government what strategic support 
they are providing to United Kingdom lawyers who will assist the United Nations Human 
Rights Council’s investigation into any violations of human rights and international law in 
Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090521/debtext/90521-0002.htm#09052147000023
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090521/debtext/90521-0002.htm#09052147000023
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The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): My Lords, the UK Government have not been approached to provide 
support to UK lawyers assisting the United Nations Human Rights Council fact-
finding mission, led by Justice Goldstone. However, we urge both Israel and 
Hamas to co-operate with that mission and will consider carefully any report it 
produces. We have consistently said that all credible allegations of breaches of 
international humanitarian law during the military operation, by either side, should 
be properly investigated. 

Baroness Tonge: My Lords, the messages coming out of Israel have, so far, been of not 
co-operating with the investigation by the United Nations Human Rights Council. What 
pressure are our Government prepared to put on Israel to ensure that it co-operates, or 
will Israel again get away with breaches of international law and the Geneva Conventions 
without any international censure, on the pretext that some sort of peace process is 
going on? How can we honestly expect dictators such as President Bashir in Sudan to 
obey international law if Israel consistently gets away with breaking it? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: …we cannot have a double standard. That is why we have 
pressed Israel to accept the investigation of the Human Rights Council led by 
Justice Goldstone. He has made it clear that he is looking at crimes against 
humanitarian law that might have been committed by both sides. We have warned 
Israel that it will be an extraordinarily bad own goal, if you like, if it does not allow 
Justice Goldstone access or co-operate with his inquiry. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone: My Lords, as the United Nations Secretary-General, Ban 
Ki-Moon, has said that there is no need for further investigation beyond the report of the 
United Nations board of inquiry and of Israel’s own investigations, what additional light 
does my noble friend expect the United Nations Human Rights Council’s fact-finding 
mission to shed on the Gaza conflict? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, the UN board of inquiry was limited to the 
investigation of incidents involving attacks on UN premises or staff. The Human 
Rights Council inquiry is a much broader look at war crimes in their entirety that 
might have been committed by either side. … 

Baroness Northover: My Lords, is the noble Lord surprised that there are reports that 
many in Gaza are increasingly cynical about the international rule of law in the 
circumstances? Is he absolutely confident that the current process meets his own 
demand made in this House that there should be, “an adequate international 
investigation and, if necessary, adequate international accountability through 
international justice systems”.?—[Official Report, 6/2/09; col. 934.] 
Is what we are seeing even adequate? 

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, we have to see whether Justice Goldstone is 
able to complete his work. He is expected to report in June to the Human Rights 
Council. He has made it clear that if he is unable to enter through Israel, he will 
enter through the Rafah crossing. We should wait to see his report before 
concluding whether it meets the commitment that I gave to the House … 

Lord Clinton-Davis: My Lords, while welcoming these steps taken by the Government 
on this issue, is it right that initially the UNHCR was proposing to launch an investigation 
into alleged breaches of rights by Israel alone, and omitted all allegations against 
Palestinian militants based in Gaza, including rocket attacks on Israel? 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90521-
0001.htm#09052141000548  

Lord Malloch-Brown: My Lords, my noble friend is right. Indeed, that was the 
initial approach of the Human Rights Council. It goes to exactly my point about 
Judge Goldstone and his independence and quality, that he insisted—if he was to 
take on this mandate—that he look at alleged war crimes by both sides. … 

To read the full debate see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90521-0002.htm  

 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90521-0001.htm#09052141000548
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90521-0001.htm#09052141000548
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90521-0002.htm
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UK Parliamentary Question 

Gaza 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what evidence they have that Israeli 
military forces used the following in Gaza in December 2008 and January 2009: (a) 
dense inert metal explosives, (b) white phosphorus shells, (c) fuel-air explosives, and (d) 
cluster bombs, to target ambulances, children and a school; and what use they will make 
of any such evidence.[HL3306] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): Findings from the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) investigations have stated 
that, throughout the conflict in Gaza, the IDF operated in accordance with 
international law, although there were a very small number of incidents in which 
intelligence or operational errors took place during the fighting. 
However, we are concerned by the findings of the UN board of inquiry's (BoI) 
report. The inviolability of UN installations should be respected. It is therefore 
important that Israel ensures that the various allegations are fully investigated, 
taking into account the BoI's findings. My right honourable friend the Foreign 
Secretary reiterated this in his statement at the UN Security Council debate on 11 
May 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90521w0004.htm#0905
2143000654  
 

 
European Council 

Javier Solana congratulates Salam Fayyad 
Javier Solana, EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy 
(CFSP), made the following statement today congratulating Salam FAYYAD, who was 
sworn in as Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority following his reappointment 
yesterday:   
"I wish to extend my warmest congratulations to Salam FAYYAD on being sworn in today 
as Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority. following his reappointment yesterday. I 
hope and trust that he will be able to continue to make progress in the fields of security 
and financial management despite the difficult political circumstances. I look forward to 
continued cooperation and further development of ties between the European Union and 
the Palestinian Authority." 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/declarations/10797
3.pdf  
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Foreign Affairs 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Speech by David Miliband at the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies: 
Our shared future: building coalitions and winning consent 
…we need to understand the Muslim world better, or we will risk undermining the force of 
our own argument, as I have sometimes done when using the labels ‘moderate’ and 
‘extremist’; we need to hold fast to our own values and support those who seek to apply 
them, or we will be guilty of hypocrisy; and we need shared effort to address the 
grievances, socio-economic and political, that are perceived to keep Muslims down, and 
in fact do. 
My argument starts from a recognition of difference. It is based on the belief that there 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90521w0004.htm#09052143000654
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90521w0004.htm#09052143000654
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/declarations/107973.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/declarations/107973.pdf


 
4 

can be no single answer to the question of how we should live. I do believe there are 
universal values that can be traced through diverse cultures and religions. …there is a 
global society where universal values and rights still leave room for extraordinarily rich 
and different ways of living. … 
My predecessor Castlereagh once said, you can’t teach morality with a sword. It is 
probably even more true today than it was then. …the central task for foreign policy is the 
creation of arenas of politics, national and international, in which different values and 
ideas can be argued out, and in the process recourse to violence marginalized; and that 
the central danger is the failure to create such arenas, with consequent strengthening of 
those committed to violence. … 
Security therefore depends on two indispensable features.  First, we need the broadest 
possible coalition of states and political movements.  …Second, we need the consent of 
citizens. … 
…the tension between them is clear. The widest possible coalition will, at times, include 
groups whose aims we do not share, whose values we find deplorable, whose methods 
we think dubious. But it will be impossible to win the consent of peoples if we cannot 
demonstrate consistency and certainty in the application of our values. A rigidly 
consistent application of our values would surely exclude from the conversation 
organizations without whom progress is impossible. Yet if we engage all the relevant 
parties, with no regard for our values or theirs, we are open to the charge of the purest 
realism. … 
Over the last decade the focus of the relationship between the west and the Muslim 
world has narrowed. Terrorism has distorted our views of each other and skewed our 
engagement with each other. Organizations with different aims, values and tactics were 
lumped together. Little or sometimes no distinction was drawn between those engaged in 
national territorial struggles and those pursuing global or pan-Islamic objectives; between 
those that could be drawn into domestic political processes and those who are 
essentially anti-political and violent. … 
Respect is never enough alone. It is only ever a precondition. A change in tone must lead 
to a change in substance. Broadening coalitions will require a more active effort to reach 
out, a greater effort for reconciliation with those who do not share our values or adhere to 
our world view, but who have more in common with us than those who preach that we 
are the enemy. … 
Where it is harder to draw the line and determine who we can and should work with, is in 
relation to those political movements that are not in government. And conflict situations 
are the most difficult of all. … we are committed to a process of politics by conversation 
rather than force and that anyone prepared to lay down their guns and join the table is 
welcome. We will not be checking their ideological credentials beyond that assurance 
that argument is their weapon of choice and will remain so. … 
The one place where I think that there is unanimous agreement that we need more 
political activism and more diplomatic engagement is in the pursuit of a 2-state solution in 
the Middle East. For people of all faiths and of none, it remains an issue that stirs up an 
acute sense of injustice and resentment.  …The power to create peace in the Middle 
East is dispersed. It requires Fatah and Hamas to engage in transformational politics not 
violent conspiracies. It requires the new Israeli government to freeze settlements and 
accept a Palestinian state based on 1967 borders. It requires the 22 states of the Arab 
league to be entrepreneurs for coexistence with Israel.  … 
Britain’s history means we have baggage that we have to acknowledge as we build 
coalitions and forge consent. But in our Muslim citizens, we have an enormous resource. 
The focus is on the minority who are a threat to us all.  But the daily stories of the vast 
majority of our Muslim friends and neighbours combine the values that bind Britain 
together as a liberal democracy with their particular religious identity. … 
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=18130489  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Scottish Parliament Legislative Consent Motion debate 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
09/sor0521-02.htm#Col17799   
 
 

** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0852105a.15.html  
 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes today 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  

 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Progress towards the 2011 census (closes 11 June 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/public_administration_select_commi
ttee/pasc0809pn31.cfm 
 
** Review of the Farm Animal Welfare Council (closes 1 July 2009) 
http://www.fawc.org.uk/pdf/letter-review090518.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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