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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Equality and Human Rights Commission 
Lembit Öpik: To ask the Minister for Women and Equality how many completed cases 
originating in (a) Wales, (b) Scotland and (c) England the Equality and Human Rights 
Commission has taken up on behalf of individuals since its inception; and how many 
such cases concerned (i) disability discrimination, (ii) sexual discrimination and (iii) racial 
discrimination. [273630] 

Maria Eagle: Between October 2007 and 31 March 2009, the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission undertook 203 completed cases on behalf of individuals: 
(a) 191 cases originated from England; 
(b) Eight cases originated from Scotland; and 
(c) Four cases originated from Wales. 
(i) 179 completed cases concerned disability discrimination; 
(ii) 10 concerned sexual discrimination; and 
(iii) 14 concerned racial discrimination. 
Three cases concerned more than one strand of equality. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090520/text/90520w00
05.htm#09052042000037  

 
 
 
Office for Security and Counter Terrorism 

Government response to Lord Carlile's fourth annual report on the operation of the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act 2005 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/prevention-
terrorism-act-2005/response-lord-carlile-4th-report?view=Binary  
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Community Relations 

Council of Europe 

Statement by Council of Europe Secretary General Terry Davis on the World Day 
for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development 
…intercultural dialogue cannot happen in a vacuum. It requires proper governance based 
on democracy and human rights. It also needs physical and virtual spaces to flourish. 
There is no point in talking only to those people with whom you agree. Dialogue means 
talking and listening. The purpose is to search for common ground and look for ways to 
promote, together, respect for the human dignity of every individual.  
Above all, intercultural dialogue must be specific. It is always good if people talk to each 
other, but intercultural dialogue should not be reduced to exchanges of benevolent 
platitudes at international seminars. The objective is to encourage dialogue between real 
people about real problems in real life. The make or break test of our activities is not the 
number of glossy brochures or international conferences they generate, but their impact 
on how people live and cope with their problems at home, at school, at work, on the 
street, in their local church, their local mosque or their local synagogue.” 
To read the full statement see 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1447697&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&Bac
kColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

Downing Street 

Article by Gordon Brown for Yedioth Aharonoth 
There are no words for the darkness and desolation of Auschwitz. 
I have read so much about the Shoah, watched so many films and documentaries, had 
the enormous privilege of speaking with survivors and educators. I thought I was ready 
for my visit, but I now know that I wasn’t and couldn’t have been, because imagination 
helps us prepare by linking what we are about to experience to something we have 
experienced before. 
But I have never stood before a mountain of human hair before. Never touched the walls 
of gas chambers where human hands have gouged the brick in terror and despair. Never 
seen at their place of execution a mound of the shoes of thousands of children who one 
by one walked to their painful deaths. Never looked, as I have now, at the suitcase of an 
infant aged three -an orphan who went to her death with no mother or father to comfort 
her. 
What I saw in Auschwitz was a terrible indictment not only of the absolute evil of the 
perpetrators, but also of the moral blindness of all those who looked aside. I now have a 
new understanding of the burden of memory, that distance from the Holocaust in time 
and geography does not lessen but increase our obligation to remember and to resist. 
But I have also learned an even deeper lesson. Even when walking in the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, the Jewish people were determined to remain a light unto the nations. 
People in Auschwitz continued to pray, to observe the festivals and to perform mitzvot. 
People shared what bread they had - endlessly dividing nothing as far as nothing could 
possibly go. 
The story of Auschwitz is one of courage as well as cruelty, of how people can still find 
the ability to be human, even in inhuman places. 
I am reminded of the rabbi who was not himself ever in a camp, who was asked why he 
did so much for Holocaust education when he was not himself a survivor. And he replied 

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1447697&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1447697&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
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that he was a survivor, that we all are, not just all Jews, but all of humanity, because we 
had found the hope to move past our darkest hour. This is what Elie Weisel meant when 
he said: “Because I remember, I despair. But because I remember, I have a duty to reject 
despair.” 
So we must remember on Holocaust Memorial Day and Yom Hashoah. But most of all 
we must serve the memory of those who did not survive by teaching our children that 
they were born endowed with free will. It is that ability to choose that contains within it not 
only the potential for atrocity but also our capacity to live justly. That is what differentiates 
humankind from all other creatures and that is what the Nazis tried to destroy. 
So for me, the true lesson of Auschwitz is a simple and profoundly Jewish one: we 
honour the dead by celebrating life; and we defeat hate by choosing hope. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19388  

 
 
Scottish Parliament Time for Reflection 

Time for Reflection opens the weekly session of the Scottish Parliament each 
Wednesday, and is presented by invited speakers.  
 

Rachel Connolly (Hawick High School): Visiting Auschwitz—let alone going there and 
back in one day—is something that many young people would never consider doing. No 
amount of pictures, videos and books about Auschwitz and other concentration camps 
prepares you for seeing the sites where millions of innocent people were killed. What hit 
me the most was witnessing the vast cabinets with the discarded shoes and the real hair 
of 40,000 people. My reaction after seeing the harrowing images was to cry. I was not 
crying for myself; I was crying at how sad it was that all that suffering had been caused 
by the selfish drive of one man. Auschwitz II might have been the biggest of the three 
concentration camps, but today its site has the least to see physically. The remains of the 
vast huts where prisoners were cramped together, the barbed wire that was left and the 
overbearing presence of the watchtower as you enter gave me a cold shiver up my back. 
I do not live my life any differently, but to have seen Auschwitz through my own eyes puts 
a whole new perspective on how little human life was valued there. 
Liam Beattie (Hawick High School): The lessons that I learned from visiting Auschwitz 
are ones that I believe I can pass on to others. The Holocaust touches so many social 
issues that still cast a shadow over our society. It saddens me to think that there is still 
racism, anti-Semitism, homophobia and unfair discrimination in this nation of ours. It has 
been 64 years since world war two came to an end, but so many people still believe that 
there is little to be learned from the events that unfolded during the Holocaust. When 
Rachel and I visited Auschwitz, we learned how simple name-calling can escalate into 
something as terrible as the Holocaust, and we need to ensure that the majority protects 
society's minorities by putting equality and fairness at the core of our society. A fact that I 
learned while visiting Auschwitz was that if people stayed silent for a minute for every 
person who died as a result of the Holocaust we would be silent for six years. I would like 
to finish with this quotation from George Santayana, who said: 
"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it." 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-
09/sor0520-02.htm#Col17573  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Nuclear Weapons 
Mr. Dai Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether matters in respect of Israel’s nuclear weapons capability and regional non-
proliferation opportunities were discussed at his meeting with his Israeli counterpart on 
13 May 2009 in London. [276305] 

Caroline Flint: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary did not discuss these 
matters with Israeli Foreign Minister Lieberman during their meeting on 13 May 
2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090520/text/90520w00
11.htm#09052052000064  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mrs. Hodgson:  To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if 
he will make an assessment of the likely effect on the Middle East peace process of the 
release of kidnapped Israeli soldier Corporal Shalit. [276494] 

Caroline Flint: We judge that Corporal Shalit's release would prove to be a 
positive step for the Middle East Peace Process. 
The UK continues to call for the immediate, unconditional and safe release of 
Gilad Shalit. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary reiterated this most 
recently in his statement to the UN Security Council on 11 May 2009. We have 
also shown our support to Corporal Shalit's family by meeting his parents on 
several occasions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090520/text/90520w00
11.htm#09052052000065  
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Foreign Affairs 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

'Coalition of consent' with the Muslim world 
David Miliband, will be delivering a key speech at the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies 
this evening calling for a 'coalition of consent' between the West and the Muslim world. 
…[he] will acknowledge the West's legacy on the landscape of the Middle East and 
South Asia and the 'sense of bitterness, distrust and resentment' the invasion of Iraq has 
aroused.  David Miliband will argue that we need to understand the Muslim world better, 
and work with Muslim majority countries in new ways to forge consent and tackle 
seemingly intractable global problems.  
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=18121153 
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090520/text/90520w0011.htm#09052052000064
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090520/text/90520w0011.htm#09052052000064
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090520/text/90520w0011.htm#09052052000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090520/text/90520w0011.htm#09052052000065
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=18121153
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
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Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

  
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 

** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

Bill as brought from the Commons 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/048/2009048.pdf  
 

Explanatory Notes 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldbills/048/en/2009048-en.pdf  
 

First Reading House of Lords 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90520-
0007.htm#09052037000543  
 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes tomorrow 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  

 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Progress towards the 2011 census (closes 11 June 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/public_administration_select_commi
ttee/pasc0809pn31.cfm 
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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