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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Debate 

Holocaust (Stolen Art) Restitution Bill 
Includes 
col 1165  Andrew Dismore: …The Bill’s purpose is straightforward: it is to meet our 
moral, if not legal, obligations to provide a mechanism for the return to their rightful 
owners of cultural objects held in national collections that were looted during the Nazi 
period. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/debtext/90515-
0010.htm#09051565000003  
 

col 1166  Andrew Dismore: …the problem is that the law is such that for works held in 
some collections restitution is not possible and there is no power to “de-acquire”—that is 
the current term—items, while in other museums the situation can be different. That can 
lead to unjust, unfair and sometimes downright ludicrous outcomes. That can lead to 
unjust, unfair and sometimes downright ludicrous outcomes. Let us consider the two 
items of porcelain from the same collection. The piece in the Fitzwilliam was returned to 
the rightful owners, but the piece in the British Museum could not be. In 2005, the panel 
recommended the return of the Benevento missal, but it still remains in the British Library 
because of the statutory restriction. … 
col 1168  …The best estimate is that about 20 certainly looted items are in UK museums, 
but there could be more. …it can take quite a while to locate an item and document a 
claim, but of course not every rightful owner may want restitution. Some might, whereas 
others might settle for an ex gratia compensation payment or might simply want a public 
acknowledgement of the rightful ownership by the gallery or museum concerned. But it 
should be for the rightful owners to decide the fate of the object, not the institution 
concerned, once ownership has been decided to the satisfaction of the Spoliation 
Advisory Panel and on its recommendation to the Minister. …My Bill would provide a 
process, with appropriate safeguards, to achieve that outcome. It aims to work by 
agreement and by consensus. …The process is straightforward. The item claimed is 
referred to the panel. If the panel finds the object to be spoliated, it makes a 
recommendation for restitution to the Secretary of State, if it thinks that that is the proper 
remedy. If the Secretary of State accepts that restitution is appropriate, he or she can 
trigger a power—not a duty—of de-accession to the museum concerned. 
The Bill also contains safeguards. It does not override any special conditions or trust 
under which an object may be held. That would require complex legislation and I baulked 
at even attempting that because it would not be appropriate for a private Member’s Bill. It 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/debtext/90515-0010.htm#09051565000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/debtext/90515-0010.htm#09051565000003
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is limited to a finite and definitive list of institutions, which are set out in clause 2. It also 
has a 10-year sunset clause to provide, on the one hand, sufficient time to facilitate 
claims and identify objects and, on the other, to provide some long-term certainty to the 
public collections concerned. 
Above all, the Bill is strictly limited as to time, place and perpetrator of the original 
deprivation of the object from its lawful owner. It is not a Trojan horse for the Parthenon 
sculptures—that is my next Bill—or for any other artworks or cultural items. It is a 
discreet, modest measure, limited in scope and time to rectify decades of injustice, and I 
commend it to the House. 
 

col 1169  Hugh Robertson: ...is a fixed period of 10 years the most appropriate means 
of measurement, as opposed to a rolling period? The latter would allow a reasonable 
period after the inclusion of an object on the appropriate statutory list, whereas an 
absolute, fixed period could leave a claimant disadvantaged if, for example, an object 
appeared on the list toward the end of that fixed period. 
…in the nine years since the Secretary of State set up the Spoliation Advisory Panel, it 
has reported on only eight cases. Inevitably, as the time since the end of the second 
world war lengthens, it is unlikely that the number of applicants bringing cases to the 
panel will increase. The reasonable expectation must be that the numbers will decline. … 
Sadly, there were many atrocities before that time as there have been subsequently—in 
Bosnia, as I said, there was clearly considerable looting of works of art. Sad though each 
of those atrocities is, they should be dealt with individually, case by case. The Museums 
Association’s code of ethics, which was updated two years ago, already covers claims on 
objects in other periods and sets out the agreed ethical codes and standards that allow 
museums to return items from their collections. The MLAC ensured that its accreditation 
scheme incorporates that code. …Finally, and in some ways least importantly, three 
small tax implications need to be considered. First, the Bill will need to decide the 
appropriate level of capital gains tax payable if an object is sold after being returned to its 
original owner. Furthermore, careful thought needs to be given as to whether any ex 
gratia payment is free of tax. Secondly, on inheritance tax, it would be harsh indeed if an 
object returned to a claimant subsequently had to be sold to pay death duties. Some 
form of exemption may be appropriate. Thirdly, donors to museums do not always know 
that their objects were stolen during the holocaust. In such cases, which need careful 
investigation, there should not be a tax penalty—in effect—for doing the right thing. … 
 

col 1171  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport 
(Barbara Follett): …The Government fully support the general intentions behind the Bill, 
but we will wish to table amendments in Committee to refine the text. I think that that 
desire is shared by Opposition spokespeople as well. So many years after the end of the 
holocaust, it is high time that we fulfilled our commitment to change the law in this area. 
…Even though the number of cases that the panel has dealt with is very small, the 
Government believe that the moral arguments are sufficiently strong to justify the 
changes that we are seeking to bring about by working with my hon. Friend on this Bill. 
There are inconsistencies in how claims made to the panel may be resolved. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/debtext/90515-
0011.htm 
 

col 1173  Barbara Follett: To summarise, I should say that the Government’s position is 
that the current arrangement whereby claims are referred to the spoliation advisory panel 
works well. It is widely accepted by museums and claimants as a useful mechanism for 
resolving claims. The Government do not see any value in interfering with a system that 
is working so well. However, we believe that it is fundamentally wrong that the law should 
prevent museum trustees from returning cultural property when they, and the Secretary 
of State, accept the advice of the spoliation advisory panel. The situation could be 
remedied simply—by amending the Government statutes of our national museums. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/debtext/90515-
0012.htm  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what discussions he has had with representatives of (a) the Israeli government 
and (b) the Palestinian authorities on the recent ceasefire in Gaza. [272999] 

Bill Rammell: We are in close contact with both Israeli and Palestinian authorities 
about ways to improve the situation in Gaza. 

In April 2009 my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary spoke to both his Israeli 
counterpart and Palestinian Prime Minister Fayyad. 
On 7 April 2009, I spoke to my Israeli counterpart about the importance of improving the 
situation in Gaza, among other issues. 
Mr. Jim Cunningham: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what discussions he has had with (a) UN representatives, (b) members of the 
Quartet and (c) his EU counterparts on the recent ceasefire in Gaza. [273013] 

Bill Rammell: We are in close touch with the UN, US, Russia and our EU 
counterparts about the situation in Gaza. Most recently, Gaza was discussed in 
the context of the wider Middle East Peace Process at the General Affairs and 
External Relations Council on 27 April 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/text/90515w00
13.htm#09051566000108  
 

Palestinians: Bomb Disposal 
Mr. Sharma: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what support 
his Department is giving to the disposal of unexploded munitions in Gaza. [274992] 

Mr. Michael Foster: The Department for International Development (DFID) has 
provided funding of £641,000 directly to Mines Action Group and the UN Mines 
Action Service for the assessment and clearance of unexploded ordnance (UXO). 
UXO has been cleared from all UN Relief and Works Agency schools, as well as 
other public areas such as market places. This has allowed 220,00 children to 
resume their education, improved security for the civilian population and is 
allowing early recovery efforts, such as the removal of rubble and for families to 
return home, to proceed. 
Mine clearing organisations are still awaiting clearance from Israel for critical 
safety equipment and the explosives needed to destroy UXO already cleared to be 
allowed into Gaza. Agreement on a safe place to destroy the UXO inside Gaza is 
also required. The UK Government continue to urge Israel to allow the necessary 
equipment to enter Gaza and to agree to a disposal site. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/text/90515w00
18.htm#09051566000158  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mr. Sharma: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what support 
the Government are providing to charities and other non-governmental organisations 
working with the population of Gaza. [275000] 

Mr. Michael Foster: Information on funding provided by the UK Government to 
non-governmental organisations operating in Gaza is available in the table 'DFID 
UK Funding to 2009 Gaza'. This is on the DFID web-site: 

www.dfid.gov.uk 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/text/90515w00
18.htm#09051566000159  
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/text/90515w0013.htm#09051566000108
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/text/90515w0013.htm#09051566000108
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/text/90515w0018.htm#09051566000158
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/text/90515w0018.htm#09051566000158
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/text/90515w0018.htm#09051566000159
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/text/90515w0018.htm#09051566000159
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Palestinians: Trauma 
Mr. Sharma: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what steps his 
Department is taking to support children in Gaza affected by trauma following shelling. 
[274993] 

Mr. Michael Foster: The Department for International Development (DFID) is 
funding several organisations which are providing psychosocial support to 
traumatised children and their families. Mercy Corps is providing support to conflict 
affected children, youth and their families through family centres; Islamic Relief 
have helped 1200 children through group activities such as outings and self 
expression in safe environments; and the UN Relief and Works Agency have 164 
counsellors in their schools to help traumatised children. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/text/90515w00
18.htm#09051566000160  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Statement by Jack Straw on amendments to the Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/announcement150509a.htm  
 

Joint Committee on Human Rights Report 
Legislative Scrutiny: Coroners and Justice Bill (certified inquests) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200809/jtselect/jtrights/94/94.pdf  
 
 
** Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850515a.9-
10.html  
 
 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660515a.83
1-835.html  
 
 
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
 

TOP 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/text/90515w0018.htm#09051566000160
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090515/text/90515w0018.htm#09051566000160
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/announcement150509a.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200809/jtselect/jtrights/94/94.pdf
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850515a.9-10.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/085/amend/pbc0850515a.9-10.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660515a.831-835.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660515a.831-835.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf


 
5 

 

European Parliament Election 
Conservative Party Manifesto 
http://www.conservatives.com/~/media/Files/Downloadable%20Files/Euro%20Election%
202009/euro-manifesto.ashx?dl=true  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
** closes in 4 days 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  

 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  
 
UK Consultation on the European Commission Proposal for an Equal Treatment 
Directive (28 July 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://www.conservatives.com/~/media/Files/Downloadable%20Files/Euro%20Election%202009/euro-manifesto.ashx?dl=true
http://www.conservatives.com/~/media/Files/Downloadable%20Files/Euro%20Election%202009/euro-manifesto.ashx?dl=true
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/international/eu_directive.aspx

	Contents
	Holocaust
	Israel
	Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated
	European Parliament Election
	Consultations           ** new or updated

