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Home Affairs 
Cabinet Office 

Response to the consultation on a new Charitable Incorporated Organisation  
A joint response to the consultation on plans for a new type of incorporated charity 
structure was today published … 
The Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) will be the first incorporated legal 
structure designed specifically with the needs of charities in mind. It will be an entirely 
new type of charity structure that will provide charity trustees with protections and 
responsibilities similar to those given to directors of limited companies.  Responding to 
the consultation on how the CIO will work, the Government and the Charity Commission 
have agreed to make a number of important changes to initial proposals including:  

§ ensuring a robust, fixed, duty of care – removing a proposal that CIO trustees 
could take less responsibility for their organisation’s activities; 

§ tightening up rules on access to personal information in the registers of trustees 
and members that CIOs will have to maintain; and 

§ replacing a number of minor criminal offences for administrative failings with the 
power for the Charity Commission to direct rectification. 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_releases/090917-response.aspx  
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Holocaust 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Statement on Ahmadinejad's Holocaust denial  
Speaking about Iranian President Ahmadinejad's comments denying the Holocaust on 18 
September, David Miliband said: "President Ahmadinejad's repeated denials of the 
Holocaust are abhorrent as well as ignorant. It is very important that the world community 
stands up against this tide of abuse. This outburst is not worthy of the leader of Iran. 
 "Iran's people have a great history and culture. I cannot believe that the vast majority of 
them want to rewrite this chapter of history rather than focus on the future. The 
coincidence of today's comments with the start of Jewish New Year only adds to the 
insult." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=20868640  
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Response to interview with Hamas leader  
Foreign Office Minister, Ivan Lewis, has responded to Ken Livingstone's interview with 
Khaled Meshaal (Head of Hamas) in the New Statesman. Ivan Lewis said: "Ken 
Livingstone rightly earned praise for his strong and responsible leadership in the 
aftermath of the 7/7 attacks on London.  It is therefore particularly regrettable that he 
learned the wrong lessons from history by handing a propaganda coup to the leader of a 
terrorist organisation. Hamas has not only breached international law by firing rockets at 
civilian populations in Israel but continues to violate the human rights of Palestinians in 
Gaza". 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=20863765  

 
 
Scottish Parliament Motions 

S3M-04864 Sandra White (Glasgow) (Scottish National Party): Report of the United 
Nations Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict— That the Parliament notes the 
report of the United Nations Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict, which has found 
evidence that Israel has committed serious violations of international human rights and 
humanitarian law, actions amounting to war crimes and possibly crimes against humanity 
that were carefully planned in all their phases as a deliberately disproportionate attack 
designed to punish, humiliate and terrorise a civilian population and mounted a blockade 
that amounted to collective punishment in the lead-up to the conflict, while also finding 
that Palestinian groups had committed war crimes and possibly crimes against humanity 
in their repeated rocket and mortar attacks on Israel; welcomes the recommendation of 
the mission that the United Nations Human Rights Council submits the report to the 
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, and believes that all parties involved in the 
conflict must fully investigate the allegations contained in the report if they are to deliver 
on the desire of their people to reach a meaningful and lasting peace. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17347 
 
S3M-04870 Pauline McNeill (Glasgow Kelvin) (Scottish Labour): UN Condemns War 
Crimes in Gaza— That the Parliament notes the findings of an official UN report that 
accuses Israel of deliberately using disproportionate force in the three-week operation in 
December 2008 and January 2009; further notes that the report, led by South African 
judge Richard Goldstone, found evidence “indicating serious violations of international 
human rights and humanitarian law were committed by Israel during the Gaza conflict”; 
notes the report’s finding that that there is evidence that both Israeli and Palestinian 
forces committed war crimes in the conflict and that it accuses Israel of imposing “a 
blockade which amounted to collective punishment” in the lead-up to the conflict; also 
notes Mr Goldstone’s recommendation that the UN Security Council seek reports within 
six months about its own investigations into the alleged crimes, including the potential 
involvement of the International Criminal Court if these reports are deemed 
unsatisfactory, and calls on the international community to respond to the call by 
President Obama earlier this year to urgently lift the siege in Gaza in tandem with a 
Middle East peace process. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=17359 
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United Nations 

UN envoy calls on Israelis and Palestinians to renew push for peace 
A senior United Nations official today urged Israeli and Palestinian leaders to take 
advantage of the opportunity presented by next week’s high-level gatherings in New York 
to renew the political process towards a two-State solution and a lasting peace in the 
region. … Mr. Serry said there is today a Palestinian Authority that is more than a partner 
for peace. “We have a player, ready to meet its responsibilities, determined to insist on 
its rights, and desperately in need of support and enablement – from Israel, from the 
region, from the world.”  
Also, the Palestinian government, as announced last month, is resolved to complete 
preparation for statehood in less than two years.  
“This agenda of self-empowerment, reflected in concrete security and economic 
improvements on the ground and more ambitious plans for the period ahead, will be a 
powerful complement to a renewed political process, and must be enabled and 
supported,” … He noted with grave concern that, according to a statement by Hamas 
leader Khaled Mashal last week, Hamas continues to buy, manufacture and smuggle 
weapons to Gaza.  
In addition, due to Israel’s blockade, no Palestinian exports were permitted in the past 
couple of months, and there has been no significant improvement in the inadequate 
levels of access. …  
It is “deeply regrettable” that a positive response has not yet been received from Israel, 
Mr. Serry said, adding that the Government cites the continued detention of Israeli 
Corporal Gilad Shalit as the key obstacle to allowing even limited civilian reconstruction.  
“I reiterate our call on the Government of Israel to allow without delay the entry of 
material into Gaza to make a meaningful start in addressing the massive civilian recovery 
needs.” 
More positively, he said, Israel had announced approval of three UN water and sanitation 
projects, a significant step since underground water supplies in Gaza, upon which 1.5 
million Palestinians depend for agriculture and drinking water, are in danger of collapse. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32096&Cr=palestin&Cr1=  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32096&Cr=palestin&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html


 
4 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  
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Other Relevant Information 
Downing Street 

Prime Minister sends Rosh Hashanah greetings 
The Prime Minister has sent greetings to the Jewish community on the occasion of 
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. He said his thoughts would be with British Jews 
as they pray for peace and prosperity across the world. Gordon Brown said: “Friends, 
as we approach Rosh Hashanah I wanted to take the opportunity to wish you a good 
and sweet year. “My admiration for the British Jewish community is boundless and as 
you gather in homes and synagogues across the country, our thoughts are with you all 
and we pray for a year of peace and prosperity for all the world. “As the shofar awakens 
you to reflect upon your lives, so too may it call on all of us to think about how we can 
be better servants of our communities. My warm best wishes extend to your family and 
friends. Ketiva ve-chatima tovah.” 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20361  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Rosh Hashanah  
Foreign Secretary David Miliband has sent a message to the Jewish communities in the 
UK and around the world for Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year. 
David Miliband said: "Rosh Hashanah is a time of celebration for Jewish communities 
in the UK and around the world. A chance to look forward to the coming year and make 
plans, but also a period of reflection and soul searching. At this time of reflection, many 
Jews will be praying for the peace of Israel. The Jewish New Year is a good time for us 
all to re-dedicate ourselves to the cause of peace in the Middle East.  We must hope that 
this year, the Shofar's call will bring this peace, that has for so long been the hope and 
prayer of the Jewish people. I wish the Jewish community in Britain, in Israel and around 
the world a year of peace and prosperity. Shana Tovah v'hatima tovah." 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=20863544  
 
 

Welsh Assembly Government 
Minister announces opening of equality funding bidding rounds 
… The annual £883,000 Advancing Equality Fund will support revenue projects managed 
by third, community or public sector organisations for services which address the needs 
of people facing multiple discrimination in their everyday lives. … The annual £800,000 
Inclusion Grant will fund revenue projects managed by third, community or public sector 
organisations to deliver services to refugees, asylum seekers, migrants, gypsies and 
travellers. Dr Brian Gibbons said:   
“The Welsh Assembly Government is committed to ensuring that everybody has the 
opportunity to participate in and contribute to the economic, social, and cultural, life of 
Wales. We need strong, resilient and harmonious communities which can respond 
effectively to the pace and scale of economic, social and cultural change in the 21st 
Century. 
To read the full press release see 
http://wales.gov.uk/news/latest/090915equality/?lang=en  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf 
 
Reform of the House of Commons (closes 12 October 2009) 
http://news.parliament.uk/2009/09/committee-to-look-at-reform-of-the-commons/  
 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx 
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