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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Faith Schools 
Dr. Evan Harris: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families 
whether teachers can be dismissed for conduct incompatible with the tenets of the 
religious denomination specified in relation to voluntary-aided schools with a religious 
character. [290664] 

Mr. Coaker: Voluntary-aided schools with a religious character do have the ability 
to have regard to the conduct of a teacher which is incompatible with the tenets of 
the religion of the school when considering the termination of employment of any 
teacher. 
I firmly believe and trust in the professionalism of our head teachers and in the 
skill and abilities of governing bodies across the country to ensure that they 
conduct the employment process fairly and in line with relevant legislation 

Dr. Evan Harris: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families (1) 
what assessment he has made of whether religious education in voluntary-aided schools 
with a religious character can be given in accordance with the tenets of the religion or the 
religious denomination specified in relation to the school by teachers who are not of that 
religion; [290667] 
(2) what assessment he has made of whether religious education in voluntary-aided 
schools with a religious character can be given by teachers who do not share the same 
faith as the religion or the religious denomination specified in relation to the school. 
[290668] 

Mr. Coaker: The choice of who delivers religious education (and any other 
subject) in voluntary aided schools is a matter for local determination. Head 
teachers and governing bodies in voluntary aided schools will judge the 
appropriateness or otherwise of individuals who teach, or are seeking an 
appointment to teach, religious education in their schools. The law maintains that 
preference may be given to those of the faith but it is not implicit that only those of 
the faith may teach RE. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w00
08.htm#09090916000019  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w0008.htm#09090916000019
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w0008.htm#09090916000019
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Religion: Conditions of Employment 
Dr. Evan Harris: To ask the Minister for Women and Equality what her policy is on (a) 
whether, in an organisation with a religious ethos, the need of the organisation to 
maintain such an ethos should constitute a genuine, legitimate and justified occupational 
requirement to be of a particular religion and (b) the regard to be had to (i) the nature of 
the employment, (ii) the qualifications of the employee and (iii) the performance of the 
employee in the job. [290666] 

Mr. McFadden: I have been asked to reply 
The Employment Equality (Religion or Belief) Regulations 2003 contain a specific 
exception to discrimination on grounds of religion which allows an employer with 
an ethos based on religion or belief to require that an employee be of a particular 
religion or belief if it is a genuine occupational requirement for that particular job, 
and it is proportionate to apply the requirement in each case. 
The ethos of the organisation is one factor which employers with a religious ethos 
take into account. They must also consider the nature of the job or the context in 
which it is carried out. The qualifications or performance of the employee are not 
relevant factors when considering whether the requirement to be of a particular 
religion or belief to do a particular job is genuine or not. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w00
15.htm#09090921000006  
 

Water Charges 
Mr. Burns: To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs what 
steps he plans to take to assist voluntary groups, churches and charities affected by 
introduction of charges for surface water drainage. [290715] 

Huw Irranca-Davies: I attended the meeting of the All Party Scout Group on 15 
July and promised the cubs and scouts that this issue will be resolved. We are 
currently waiting to see revised proposals from United Utilities on what it is 
proposing for 2010-11 and beyond. I expect companies and the regulator to settle 
this in a way that is fair and reasonable and reflects Government guidance to 
Ofwat. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w00
05.htm#09090913000013  

 
 
Cabinet Office 

Consultation on the Consolidation of Charity Law  
The draft Consolidation Bill brings together provisions of the main legislation on charities 
in England and Wales into a single piece of draft legislation. It would not introduce new 
policy. The aim of the draft Bill is to make the legislation simpler, better structured, and 
more accessible to the lay person. … In general terms, the amendments made by the 
order would correct minor mistakes in the existing legislation, remove unnecessary 
inconsistencies and repeal provisions which are now considered obsolete. The 
amendments are not intended to involve significant changes in policy. Views are invited 
on the revisions that have been made to the structure of the existing legislation and to 
modernise the drafting of that legislation, as well as on the draft Bill and draft order more 
generally. Views are also sought on four specific questions in the consultation document.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w0015.htm#09090921000006
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http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolidationconsultation.aspx
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Borders 
Clare Short: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he (a) changed his Department’s policy and (b) took other steps in response to 
the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice in relation to the wall in the 
Palestinian Occupied Territories. [288856] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The UK agrees with the International Court of Justice (ICJ) broad 
conclusions that building a barrier along the current route, on occupied land, is a 
clear violation of international law. The Government therefore supported UN 
General Assembly resolution (ES-10/15) that acknowledged the ICJ’s advisory 
opinion on the legal consequences of the barrier in occupied Palestinian territory. 
While we recognise fully Israel’s right to self-defence and agree that if it decides to 
build a barrier it should be able to do that, we will continue to make clear to Israel, 
both in private in and in public, that the barrier must be built either on or behind the 
Green Line. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w00
16.htm#09090925000016  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Hollobone: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment he has made of the likely effects of the military build-up in southern 
Lebanon on the Middle East peace process; and if he will make a statement. [290888] 

Chris Bryant: UN Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1701 establishes an area 
in southern Lebanon free from armed personnel, assets and weapons other than 
those of the Government of Lebanon and of the UN Interim Force in Lebanon 
(UNIFIL). 
The UK believes that UNSCR 1701 is the best way of achieving lasting stability in 
Lebanon. We are deeply concerned that Hizballah maintains a substantial military 
capacity. This is a destabilising factor for the whole region. We strongly condemn 
all violations of UNSCR 1701 and urge its full implementation. We fully support the 
work of UNIFIL and its continued role in Lebanon. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w00
16.htm#09090925000020  
 

Palestinians: Israel 
Dr. Starkey: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent consideration he has given to his Department’s performance on meeting its 
obligations in respect of the non-recognition of illegal acts under international law, with 
particular reference to Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory. [287164] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: The Government take their international and domestic law 
obligations very seriously. We will continue to make clear to the Israeli 
Government that all settlement activity is illegal and is a violation of international 
law. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary did so during his meeting with 
Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak on 6 July 2009 and also in a conversation 
with his counterpart Avigdor Lieberman on 1 July 2009. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent representations he has made to the Palestinian Authority on recognition of the 
State of Israel as a Jewish state; what response was received; and if he will make a 
statement. [287520] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: We welcome the fact that the Palestinian Authority recognises the 
state of Israel and is prepared to negotiate a peace deal with it. 
The nature of the state of Israel, and the role that religion plays, is a matter for 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w0016.htm#09090925000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w0016.htm#09090925000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w0016.htm#09090925000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w0016.htm#09090925000020
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Israelis, although we would expect Israel to respect the rights of minorities as 
undertaken in Israel’s declaration of independence and basic laws. We welcome 
the fact that the Israeli Government have not said that Palestinian recognition of 
Israel as a Jewish state should be a precondition for entering negotiations with the 
Palestinians. 
The UK’s position is clear that a comprehensive peace should be based on two 
states, living side by side within secure and agreed borders based on those of 
1967, with Jerusalem as the capital for both states. Such a solution is the only way 
to do justice to the national aspirations of the Jewish people and of the 
Palestinians. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w00
16.htm#09090925000025  
 

Hamas 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received of the alleged broadcasting by Hamas of children’s 
television programmes glorifying (a) terrorism and (b) attacks on the State of Israel; and if 
he will make a statement. [287518] 

Mr. Ivan Lewis: While we do not monitor Hamas broadcasting, we are aware of 
reports of the use of inflammatory language against Israel in their programming. 
The UK continues to condemn any actions which incite hatred and violence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w00
16.htm#09090925000011  
 

 
Downing Street Petitions 

We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to call for a full impartial UN Inquiry into 
the Gaza war as called for by the UN board of inquiry. 

Government response: We are deeply concerned by allegations of war crimes 
committed by both Israel and Hamas during the Gaza conflict earlier this year.  
In the wake of the findings of the UN Board of Inquiry, the Foreign Secretary made 
clear to the UN Security Council on 11 May that it is vitally important that Israel 
investigate each of the incidents cited by the Board.  The Government of Israel is 
still in the process of carrying out its own internal investigations into ‘Operation 
Cast- Lead’.  
In the meantime, the UN Human Rights Council (HRC) Fact-Finding Mission, 
headed by Justice Goldstone is compiling its report.  This report will be released 
for consideration ahead of the 12th Session of the HRC in September.  The UK, 
along with our EU partners will consider carefully results of this report at this 
session.  We will also take into account the results of all other investigations as 
they become available. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20491  
 
 
European Parliament 

UN Palestinian refugee chief AbuZayd: "periods of hope have all been dashed" 
… I can say the same thing. We had the Gaza conflict after that. Now we need major 
building materials in order to reconstruct what has been destroyed but no material is 
coming in due to the (Israeli) closures. We're spending so much money on job creation to 
give people work to do, small grants to people with minor damages. One can buy a bag 
of cement, or glass as small material is coming in small quantities through the tunnels. 
You can fix your window, as we can fix those of our own clinics or schools but...not the 
big stuff. In the West bank there are some signs of economic recovery but that does not 
help the refugees, or people in camps, and those affected by the barrier or by the many 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w0016.htm#09090925000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w0016.htm#09090925000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w0016.htm#09090925000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090909/text/90909w0016.htm#09090925000011
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page20491
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obstacles. … We believe the EU can exert much more influence on Israel. It has in fact 
the possibility to work with both sides. I guess we just ask to move things on both sides. 
It's difficult because there is resistance from both sides on moving ahead, on 
compromising, on accommodating another's point of view, on getting to the table to 
negotiate and understanding each other. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/030-60266-257-09-38-903-
20090904STO60250-2009-14-09-2009/default_en.htm  

 
 
Council of Europe 

Declaration by the Presidency on behalf of the EU on Israeli settlements 
The European Union expresses its serious concern over Israel’s approval of additional 
settlement construction. Settlements are illegal under international law and constitute an 
obstacle to peace. The European Union reiterates its call on Israel to immediately end 
settlement activities, including in East Jerusalem and including natural growth, and to 
dismantle all outposts erected since March 2001.  
To read the full press release see 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/109980.pdf  

 
 
United Nations 

Ban sounds alarm on rocket firing into Israel from southern Lebanon 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon condemned today’s firing of at least two rockets into 
northern Israel from southern Lebanon, urging all parties to exercise maximum restraint. 
Preliminary reports note that the rockets were fired from the general area of Qlaileh, in 
southern Lebanon, and impacted northern Israel in the general area north of Nahariya … 
“the parties must fully adhere to Security Council resolution 1701,” which helped to end 
the 2006 war between Hizbollah and Israel and calls for the respect for the so-called Blue 
Line that separates Israeli and Lebanese sides, the disarming of militias and an end to 
arms smuggling, among other measures. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32026&Cr=leban&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/030-60266-257-09-38-903-20090904STO60250-2009-14-09-2009/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/030-60266-257-09-38-903-20090904STO60250-2009-14-09-2009/default_en.htm
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/109980.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=32026&Cr=leban&Cr1
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf 
 
Reform of the House of Commons (closes 12 October 2009) 
http://news.parliament.uk/2009/09/committee-to-look-at-reform-of-the-commons/  
 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
 
** Charging for immigration and visa applications (closes 1 December 2009) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/charging09/  
 
** Consolidation of Charity Law (closes 4 December 2009) 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/third_sector/news/news_stories/090910_charityconsolida
tionconsultation.aspx  

TOP 
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