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Foreign Affairs 

Department for International Development 

Tony Blair speaks on faith and development 
Tony Blair yesterday spoke about faith and development in the first of a seminar series 
hosted by the Tony Blair Faith Foundation, DFID, Islamic Relief, World Vision and 
Oxfam. … We  … put development on the agenda of the G8 for the Gleneagles Summit 
of 2005. … Essentially civic society across the developed world was mobilised; and 
within that society, the religious believers participated, in churches, mosques, 
synagogues and temples. Week after week they raised consciousness, put pressure on 
political representatives and used their huge networks to push the issue’s salience and 
profile. … Faith matters. It matters, in fact, whether you are religious or not, or even anti-
religious. It matters because it inspires people to act. That can be for ill, as we see when 
extremism captures parts of the faith community. Or it can be for good, as with “Making 
Poverty History.” But the point is, to ignore the role of faith is to be blind to a dimension of 
the world that plays a part in the thinking and attitudes of billions of people. Yet it also 
clearly presents dilemmas and can cause feelings of mistrust and opposition. This can be 
because of positions of some religious people on issues such as gender equality 
(especially in relation to issues like maternal mortality on which DFID is rightly running a 
big campaign), sexuality or contraception. … The answer to anxieties about lack of 
capacity on the part of faith communities is help to enable them to develop their 
capabilities.  It does not make sense for them to do this apart.  This is a core part of the 
vision of my Faith Foundation.  When faith communities collaborate and work together for 
justice and human development there is a double pay off: things get done and respect 
and understanding between them grows.  A dialogue that moves from hands to hearts to 
heads complements what is normally understood as inter-religious dialogue.  A dialogue 
from heads to hearts does not always result in multi-faith action or, as the Holy Qu’ran 
says “vying with each other in good works”.  But action together can aid that dialogue. … 
World Jewish Relief, Islamic Relief and Christian Aid recently got together and have 
highlighted all of these points.   Their conclusions are contained in a valuable Report 
from the Woolf Institute of Abrahamic Faiths called Keeping Faith in Development.  One  
insight is the importance of small symbolic acts.  The personal donation from the local 
Bishop of Jubbah to Islamic Relief who were working in the predominantly Christian 
southern Sudan.  The £200,000 collected by World Jewish Relief after the 2005 Pakistan 
earthquake and given to an Islamic organisation to help the victims.  I would add to these 
the funds given by Islamic Relief to CAFOD for projects in El Salvador.  Such gestures 
build up trust and understanding both at the grassroots and internationally. …It is true 
also that, in recent years, most mainstream religious faiths have been prey to the 
influence of extremist groups who see faith as a badge of identity in opposition to those 
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of a different faith. Even a short stay in Israel and Palestine, where I now spend a lot of 
time, would show you that, all too graphically. … When I began my Foundation. I would 
from time to time say we needed it to promote greater tolerance between those of 
different faiths. I now don’t use the word “tolerance” in this context. We shouldn’t 
“tolerate” those of a different faith. We should be humble enough to accept that we 
cannot either circumscribe or define adequately God’s will. So though we may disagree 
with those of another faith, though we hold true to our own faith we should not have the 
arrogance merely to tolerate a person whose faith is different; but instead respect them 
as an equal. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Media-Room/News-Stories/2009/Tony-Blair-speaks-on-faith-and-
development/  

 
 

Forthcoming seminars in the Faith and Development series: 
30 September      Faith in the Marketplace? 
 
Information about subsequent events will be available at 
http://www.thersa.org/events/our-events  
 

6 October             Poverty & Conflict: Faith as a Solution or Cause? 
20 October           Health and Education – Where Faith Fits?  
4 November         Towards a Sustainable Environment: What Can Faith Teach Us? 
12 November       Closing keynote address from The Archbishop of Canterbury 
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
  
Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 
Holocaust (Return of Cultural Objects) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/holocauststolenartrestitution.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/08/st13/st13312.en08.pdf  
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Consultations           ** new or updated 

Equality Bill: Policy Proposals for Specific Duties (closes 30 September 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/PDF/Specific%20Duties%20Consultation%20DocumentWE
B.pdf 
 
** Reform of the House of Commons (closes 12 October 2009) 
http://news.parliament.uk/2009/09/committee-to-look-at-reform-of-the-commons/  
 
Earning the right to stay: A new points test for citizenship (closes 26 October) 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/documents/aboutus/consultations/221878
/earning-the-right-to-stay/earning-the-right-to-stay/earned-citizenship-
consultation?view=Binary 
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