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Home Affairs 
UK Parliamentary Question 

Racial Hatred 
Mr. Burns: To ask the Solicitor-General how many (a) prosecutions and (b) convictions 
there have been for offences relating to acts of racial hatred in (i) West Chelmsford 
constituency, (ii) Essex and (iii) England in each year since 2000. [271794] 

The Solicitor-General: The CPS holds a record of the number of defendants 
prosecuted for racist hate crimes.The following table shows the number of such 
proceedings completed during each year for which figures are available, together 
with the outcome of proceedings. Outcomes are divided into conviction, including 
guilty pleas as well as convictions after trial, and unsuccessful outcomes, 
representing all outcomes other than a conviction. 
CPS records are not held by parliamentary constituency, but according to the 
organisation unit of the service responsible for conducting the prosecution. 
Separate figures are shown for north-east Essex, for CPS Essex, and for England. 
In addition, the table also shows figures for England and Wales in total. 

 Convictions Unsuccessful  

 Number Percentage Number Percentage Total 

2005-06      

North East Essex 25 83.3 5 16.7 30 

Essex total 121 65.1 65 34.9 186 

England 6,420 74.3 2,225 25.7 8,645 

England and 
Wales 

6,785 74.2 2,365 25.8 9,150 

      

2006-07      

North East Essex 41 89.1 5 10.9 46 

Essex total 156 79.2 41 20.8 197 

England 8,636 77.0 2,577 23.0 11,213 

England and 
Wales 

9,038 76.9 2,712 23.1 11,750 
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2007-08      

North East Essex 61 84.7 11 15.3 72 

Essex total 185 74.9 62 25.1 247 

England 9,812 79.9 2,463 20.1 12,275 

England and 
Wales 

10,254 79.9 2,575 20.1 12,829 

      

2008-09      

North East Essex 45 84.9 8 15.1 53 

Essex total 200 84.0 38 16.0 238 

England 8,900 82.5 1,887 17.5 10,787 

England and 
Wales 

9,306 82.4 1,982 17.6 11,288 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w00
17.htm  

 
 
Department for Children, Schools and Families 

Macdonald: Personal Social Health and Economic Education should be 
compulsory 
Accepting the findings of an independent review led by Sir Alasdair Macdonald, Ed Balls 
today confirmed his intention to make Personal Social Health and Economic (PSHE) 
education a compulsory part of the curriculum at both primary and secondary school. 
…Governing bodies should retain the right to determine their school’s approach to SRE, 
to ensure that this can be delivered in line with the context, values and ethos of the 
school …the existing right of parental withdrawal from SRE should be maintained … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0078  
 
Independent Review of the proposal to make Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic (PSHE) education statutory 
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/FINAL%20Macdonald%20PSHE%20
Review.pdf 
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Community Relations 
John Bercow: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government 
what assessment she has made of the outcomes of her Department’s consultation on a 
framework for inter-faith dialogue and social action within local communities. [271643] 

Mr. Khan: Following an extensive consultation process, my Department published 
“Face to Face and Side by Side—a Framework for Partnership in our Multi Faith 
Society” in July 2008. The aims of the document were to create more local 
opportunities both for ‘face to face’ dialogue between people from different 
religious backgrounds, and for ‘side by side’ collaborative social action. 
We are making very good progress in implementing the framework. For instance, 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0017.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0017.htm
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2009_0078
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/FINAL%20Macdonald%20PSHE%20Review.pdf
http://publications.dcsf.gov.uk/eOrderingDownload/FINAL%20Macdonald%20PSHE%20Review.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0014.htm#09042855000011
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0014.htm#09042855000011
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we will shortly be announcing the innovative local inter-faith projects around 
England which will be receiving funding under round 1 of the £4 million Faiths in 
Action scheme. We have invested £3.5 million to support the capacity of regional 
faith forums. We are working with the Inter Faith Network for the UK to deliver 
inter-faith week, a week of activities in November which will celebrate and promote 
inter-faith activity at local, regional and national level. A number of other 
commitments on the framework are also being taken forward. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w00
04.htm#09042852000003  
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Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gaza: Smuggling 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on steps taken by the government of Egypt to reduce 
trafficking of weapons and people into Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [244832] 

Bill Rammell: We are extremely concerned with the smuggling of arms and 
people into Gaza. We are currently working with the Government of Egypt and our 
international partners on ways to help prevent smuggling. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w00
14.htm#09042855000011  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions there were between the Government and (a) the Israeli Government, (b) 
President Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Authority and (c) representatives of Hamas 
on the situation in Gaza between 28 December 2008 and 5 January 2009. [249173] 

Bill Rammell: We have been in regular contact with both the Government of 
Israel and Palestinian Authority, including during this period the Prime Minister 
speaking to the Israeli Prime Minister and Palestinian President. 
There was no contact with Hamas. We do not believe it is productive to talk to 
Hamas until it makes significant movement towards the Quartet principles of 
rejecting violence, accepting Israel's right to exist and recognising previous 
agreements. 
The Arab League has mandated Egypt to communicate with Hamas. We are in 
regular contact with both the Arab League and Egypt. Turkey, Syria, Qatar and 
others are also speaking to Hamas. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w00
15.htm#09042855000016  
 

Palestinians: Human Rights 
Clare Short: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
consideration he has given to the report of the United Nations Human Rights Council's 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in the occupied Palestinian territories 
concerning the Israeli attack on Gaza from 27 December 2008 to 18 January 2009; if the 
Government will review its obligations under the Geneva Conventions and other relevant 
aspects of international law as a consequence; and if he will make a statement. [271124] 

Bill Rammell: We are extremely concerned with the current situation in Occupied 
Palestinian Territories and throughout the conflict in Gaza called for an immediate 
ceasefire. 
We have called for allegations of abuse to be thoroughly investigated. The report 
of the UN Human Rights Council's Special Rapporteur is unbalanced and 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0004.htm#09042852000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0004.htm#09042852000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0015.htm#09042855000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0015.htm#09042855000016
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contributes little. We are awaiting the results of several ongoing investigations into 
alleged human rights violations during the Gaza conflict and will consider very 
carefully the results of these investigations once they are available. 
We continue to press the Israeli government to abide by all its international 
commitments, including its obligations under the fourth Geneva convention which 
makes clear that an occupying power must co-operate in allowing allow free 
movement of people, humanitarian supplies and commercial goods. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0015.
htm#09042855000017  

 
Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-3996 Bill Wilson: Israel’s Militarised Society—That the Parliament commends 
Jewish Voice for Peace for drawing attention to what it considers to be the Israeli 
Government’s harassment of Israeli peace activists belonging to New Profile, involving 
the confiscation of their computers, their being called for interrogation and their 
subsequent release on condition of promising not to contact their political friends for 30 
days; agrees with New Profile that Israel need not be a militarised society and that the 
recent acts of the Israeli Government confirm that the militarism of society in Israel harms 
the sacred principles of democracy, freedom of expression and freedom of political 
association, and calls on the Israeli Government to cease the harassment of peace 
activists immediately, to recognise the right of conscientious objection and to release all 
those imprisoned for refusing to serve in a military capacity in support of the ongoing 
occupation of Palestinian territory and in support of the continued violation of the human 
rights of both Palestinians and many Israelis. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16410  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Hezbollah 
Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department pursuant to the 
answer of 2 April 2009, Official Report, column 1319W, on Hezbollah, if she will place in 
the Library a copy of the review of Hezbollah. [270466] 

Mr. Coaker: Reviews for the purposes of proscription draw on sensitive 
intelligence material. It is therefore not possible to place a copy of the review of 
Hezbollah in the Library. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w00
10.htm#09042852000029  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0015.htm#09042855000017
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0015.htm#09042855000017
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=16410
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0010.htm#09042852000029
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090428/text/90428w0010.htm#09042852000029
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
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Equality Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html  
 

 
 

Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 
 

  
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

** closes in 6 days 
Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
 
Equality Bill: Assessing the impact of a multiple discrimination provision  
(closes 5 June 2009) 
http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%
20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/equality.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
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http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectinganimals/?lang=en
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf
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http://www.equalities.gov.uk/pdf/090422%20Multiple%20Discrimination%20Discussion%20Document%20Final%20Text.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/

	Contents
	Home Affairs
	Community Relations
	Israel
	Foreign Affairs
	Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated
	Consultations           ** new or updated

