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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Justice: Sharia Law 
Baroness Falkner of Margravine: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether, since 
2008, they have consulted (a) working groups, (b) committees, or (c) expert or advisory 
groups, on Sharia law. [HL2824] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Ministry of Justice (Lord Bach): 
In July 2008 Oxford University's Family Law and Policy Unit held a seminar under 
Chatham House Rules, at which leading Muslim academics and practitioners gave 
their views on Sharia law in family cases and Sharia councils. The ministry 
encouraged the university to convene this conference and members of ministry 
staff attended it. In October 2008, Dr Syed Aziz Pasha, Secretary-General of the 
Union of Muslim Organisations of the UK and Ireland, met my right honourable 
friend the Secretary of State for Justice (Jack Straw), when my right honourable 
friend made clear that Her Majesty's Government were wholly opposed to any 
system of Sharia law running separately from the established laws of the United 
Kingdom.  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90421w0002.htm
#090421114000229 

 
 

Downing Street e-Petition response 
“We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to ban the teaching of the existence of a 
god in all state schools.” 

Government response: A key aim of the curriculum is to promote pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development and prepare them for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and experiences of life. The Government believes that all pupils 
should be given the opportunity to develop their knowledge, understanding and 
awareness of the major religions represented in this country.  Parents, however, 
have the right to withdraw their children from all or any part of religious education.  
Religious education teaches about the concept of religion and belief – it does not 
indoctrinate or provide instruction in any religion. It is important because it 
provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, 
the nature of beliefs and reality and the self. It stimulates thinking about issues of 
right and wrong and what it means to be human and helps pupils to develop their 
own values. It plays a central role in the curriculum of all schools and that is why it 
is part of the basic school curriculum. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90421w0002.htm#090421114000229
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90421w0002.htm#090421114000229
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Pupils learn to recognise the impact of religion and belief locally, nationally and 
globally. It encourages respect for those holding different beliefs. It also 
encourages consideration of issues around faith, identity and diversity which 
underpin community cohesion. This is an essential part of enabling young people 
to develop mature and informed views about the world around them.    

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19072  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 
UK Parliamentary Question 

War Crimes 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the United Nations has started 
to investigate alleged war crimes in Lebanon in 2006 and in Gaza in 2008—09; if so, by 
what means; and when preliminary results are likely to be available. [HL2255] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): The UN Secretary-General's board of inquiry into attacks on UN facilities 
in Gaza is currently carrying out its investigations and we will consider very 
carefully the results of the investigation once they become available. There are 
also enquiries under the auspices of the UN Human Rights Council. The UN is to 
yet to confirm by what means and when the results will become available. 
A commission of inquiry, set up by the UN Human Rights Council, has 
investigated and reported on Israel's military action in Lebanon in 2006. A 
summary of the report is available for viewing online at  
www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/CEFE948FI2DDCEE612571FD0053
DBC1?opendocument.  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90421w0003.htm#0904
21114000237 
 

 

UK Ministerial Statement 
Israel (UK Strategic Export Controls) 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (David Miliband): I 
am taking this opportunity to update Parliament, following my answers on 19 January, 
Official Report, column 514, on whether UK-supplied equipment may have been used by 
the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) during the recent conflict in Gaza. 
All strategically controlled exports from the UK—both military and dual-use goods—
require an export licence, issued by the Department for Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform on the basis of advice from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
and the Ministry of Defence and, in relevant cases, the Department for International 
Development. Applications are assessed against the consolidated EU and national arms 
export licensing criteria and any other relevant announced policy. There are eight criteria, 
which set out the basis on which applications will be assessed. The most important 
criteria in relation to exports to Israel are as follows: 
Criterion 2 (we will not issue an export licence where there is a clear risk that the export 
might be used for internal repression), criterion 3 (we will not issue licences for exports 
which would provoke or prolong armed conflicts or aggravate existing tensions or 
conflicts in the country of final destination), criterion 4 (preservation of regional peace, 
security and stability), and criterion 7 (the risk that the equipment will be diverted within 
the buyer country or re-exported under undesirable conditions). 
Estimates suggest that Israel buys over 95 per cent. of its military requirements from the 
US. The EU accounts for a proportion of the remainder. The UK is estimated as 
accounting for less than 1 per cent. of total Israeli military exports. Of the goods licensed 
by the UK, a significant proportion will have been for dual use goods for non-military use, 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19072
http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/CEFE948FI2DDCEE612571FD0053DBC1?opendocument
http://www.unhchr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/CEFE948FI2DDCEE612571FD0053DBC1?opendocument
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90421w0003.htm#090421114000237
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90421w0003.htm#090421114000237
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or for goods for incorporation in Israel before onward export to a third country. Of the 
military goods licensed from the UK, the majority have been for components rather than 
complete systems or sub-systems. Many of the licences we have identified covering 
military equipment were for components for incorporation into US-manufactured 
platforms which were then re-exported to Israel. 
I will start by dealing with the equipment used by the IDF in relation to Operation Cast 
Lead which—contrary to suggestions made in the press and elsewhere—we do not 
believe contained components supplied under licence from the UK. 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs): UAVs were used extensively for reconnaissance and 
targeting. The Heron and Hermes 450 variants were positively identified. Numerous 
export licence applications have been received to supply equipment to Israel’s significant 
UAV industry. The great majority are subject to further incorporation in Israel for onward 
export and a small number approved for demonstration, research, testing and our own 
“Watchkeeper” UAV programme. We have no evidence to suggest that goods licensed 
by the UK were diverted within Israel for use by the IDF. 
Tanks and Armoured Bulldozers: Merkava tanks were deployed in support of the ground 
offensive into Gaza. We have not identified any UK components on the Merkava tank. D9 
Armoured Bulldozers were used to clear ground, clear routes for armoured vehicles and  
21 Apr 2009 : Column 9WS 
there are credible reports that they were used to demolish houses containing weapons 
caches or tunnels. None were supplied under licence from the UK, nor were any 
components for them. 
Secondly, there is equipment which may have been involved in Operation Cast Lead and 
may have contained British-supplied components. 
Satellites: Israel has a number of reconnaissance satellites that could have been used to 
provide information to the IDF, and for which the UK has supplied minor components. We 
assess that these might have been used to prepare the operation but would not have 
played a significant part in the operation itself. 
Thirdly, there is IDF equipment that was used in Operation Cast Lead and which almost 
certainly contained British-supplied components. 
Combat Aircraft: The F16 was widely used, including for the delivery of precision-guided 
ordnance. No licences have been granted by the Government for the export of F16 
components sent direct to Israel since 2002. British made components for F16s have 
been exported to the United States where Israel was the ultimate end-user. These 
licences covered components for head-up displays, head-down displays and enhanced 
display units. 
Helicopters: Apache attack helicopters were used in the operation as part of the initial air 
campaign, and later in support of ground troops. Licences have been approved for the 
export of components to the US for incorporation into equipment for use on Apache 
helicopters ultimately destined for Israel. These licences covered parts for the fire control 
and radar system, navigation equipment and engine assemblies. 
Naval Vessels: Saar-Class Corvettes took part in the operation from the waters off Gaza. 
They are likely to have been used for a number of tasks, but there are credible reports 
that the Saar 4.5 was used in a naval fire support role (the Saar 5 does not carry a gun 
suitable for such a task). Applications have been approved for components direct to 
Israel for a 76mm gun for a Saar 4.5 class vessel. We have also licensed the supply of 
other types of equipment for the Israeli navy; most recent cases have been for ubiquitous 
cabling for the Saar-class vessels and components for radar equipment. Of the cases for 
radar equipment most have been for air defence purposes, but they have the technical 
capability to be used for fire-control against surface targets. 
Armoured Personnel Carriers: Armoured Personnel Carriers (APCs) were used and 
these included conversions of UK-supplied Centurion tanks to carry troops, for mobile 
headquarters and as combat engineer vehicles. The Centurions were sold to Israel in the 
late 1950s. 
It is inherent in the consolidated criteria that judgments are in part based on past 
practice, so evidence from Operation Cast Lead will be used in all future applications. I 
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can confirm that we are looking at all extant licences to see whether any of these need to 
be re-considered in light of recent events in Gaza. All future applications will be assessed 
taking into account the recent conflict. I continue to believe that UK export controls and 
the consolidated criteria are amongst the strongest and most effective in the world and 
are the best basis for putting into practice our commitments on arms exports. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090421/wmstext/90421
m0001.htm#090421109000013 

 
 
Downing Street e-Petition 

“We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to ensure that the UK follows a middle-
east foreign policy in British, not Israeli, interests.” 

Government response: Resolving conflict in the Middle East is a high priority for 
the Government.  
We strongly believe that the basis for stability in the Middle East must be a 
comprehensive, just, and lasting resolution to the peace process, based on a two-
state solution involving a secure Israel alongside a viable Palestinian state, as set 
out by UNSCR 1850 and the Arab Peace Initiative.   Our policy is directed at 
achieving this goal.  
We have spoken out clearly where we consider Israelis and Palestinians actions 
run contrary to that goal, including over the expansion of illegal Israeli settlements 
in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.  Over three years, we will provide nearly 
£300 million to help the Palestinian people and build the institutions of a future 
Palestinian State.  Alongside that, we are working with our partners, including the 
new US Administration, to pursue the peace process with vigour. Events in Gaza 
were a tragic reminder of the importance of making progress. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19066  
 
 
Scottish Trades Union Congress 

The Scottish Trades Union Congress unanimously endorsed the General Council Report 
(see PAB 21 April) and associated composite motions 

• supporting boycotts and disinvestments against Israel,  
• calling for sanctions against Israel, 
• encouraging positive investments in the occupied territories.  

 
Although the General Council report notes that the STUC supports a two state solution, 
no reference was made to that position either during the presentation of the report to 
Congress or during the subsequent debate. Speakers referred only to the need to 
“reaffirm the right of the Palestinians to create a state in the way that they want to”. 
 

Speakers proposing motions calling for a boycott said (not verbatim quotes): 
 

Israel, which was born out of the Holocaust of World War 2, is now using the most 
efficient and effective weapons system in the world to inflict a Holocaust on the 
ghetto of Gaza. 
 

Reporting by Arab journalists inside Gaza was restricted because being seen with 
a camera made them a target for the IDF. 
 

Gaza is the largest open prison in the world. 
 

Recent Israeli actions are tantamount to genocide. Israel was bombing all schools, 
all hospitals, houses and businesses. 
 

The scale of destruction in Gaza was emphasised, and the effect of rockets being 
fired into Israel was minimised – a video of the recent STUC delegation trip to 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090421/wmstext/90421m0001.htm#090421109000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090421/wmstext/90421m0001.htm#090421109000013
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page19066
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Israel included the comment that “you can see here the effect of Qassam rockets” 
as the camera panned along an unbroken but slightly scorched road surface. 

 

There were no speakers against the recommendations or motions. 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

Durban Review Conference 

Agenda 22 April 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_22
_April.pdf  
 
Webcast of proceedings 22 April   
(video available in English translation and in original languages) 
http://un.org/webcast/durbanreview/archive.asp?go=090422  
 
Summary of the morning session, 22 April 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/22.04.09_meeting_summary_am_en.
pdf  
 
Summary of the afternoon session, 21 April 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/21.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_en.
pdf  
 
Anti-racism Durban Review Conference adopts final outcome document 
The anti-racism Durban Review Conference on 21 April adopted its final outcome 
document. High Commissioner for Human Rights warmly welcomed the latest 
development and called upon the international community to continue the fight against all 
forms of racism. 
The outcome document was adopted by consensus on Tuesday afternoon in the plenary 
of the Durban Review Conference. … 
Calling the final outcome document a successful achievement, Pillay said "it 
reinvigorates political commitment to implementation of the Durban Declaration and 
Programme of Action." 
"It highlights the increased suffering, since 2001, of many different groups of victims of 
racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and similar forms of intolerance. 
"It identifies, shares and disseminates some best practices in the fight against racism," 
said the High Commissioner. 
She pointed out that the outcome document "unequivocally reaffirms the positive role of 
freedom of expression in the fight against racism, while also deploring derogatory 
stereotyping and stigmatization of people based on their religion or belief." … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/story23.shtml  
 
Highlights of press conference by High Commissioner for Human Rights on 
adoption of Durban Review Conference outcome document 
…In response to a journalist’s question about whether the document was adopted in 
haste to avoid other states from withdrawing, Ms. Pillay said it was not because anybody 
harboured any fear of further withdrawal, but because the main committee that was 
constituted to consider the document was ready to adopt it. There was no further reason 
to hold up the process of adoption. … 
Asked how many States actually adopted the document, Mr. Salama stated that the 

http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_22_April.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_22_April.pdf
http://un.org/webcast/durbanreview/archive.asp?go=090422
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/22.04.09_meeting_summary_am_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/22.04.09_meeting_summary_am_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/21.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/21.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/story23.shtml
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entire membership of the UN, with the exception of the nine States [corrected to indicate 
10 States] who declared they would not be part of the Conference, had adopted the 
document. In a related question, he mentioned that States were expected to make 
statements at the conclusion of the Conference on Friday although the discussion on the 
adopted text itself would not be re-opened. It was also clarified that the text could be 
supported by any UN member State regardless of whether they participated in the 
Conference or not. … 
Responding to a question about denial of the Holocaust and of the suffering of the 
Palestinian people, Ms. Pillay said the outcome document was an important tool to 
educate those who continue to deny the Holocaust and the right of statehood to 
Palestine. 
Asked whether she felt the events of yesterday would damage the reputation of the UN, 
Ms. Pillay, after recalling she had made a statement yesterday about the speech of the 
President of Iran, stated that the fact that the document had been adopted by all but nine 
States [correction 10 States] was a measure of success and that one State was not able 
to detract from the document. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/press/pr_21-04-09.shtml  
 
Council of Europe Secretary General Terry Davis speaks at the Durban review 
Conference in Geneva 
“In the fight against racism, xenophobia, discrimination and related intolerance, there are 
no easy fixes and no quick wins. It would be naïve to expect that our efforts will succeed 
in putting a quick and irreversible end to prejudice and hate. But through what we do, we 
can and we must make a difference! And this must be the yardstick to measure the 
success of the process launched at the World Conference against Racism in Durban. 
I should like to recall the mission of the Durban Conference – and this Review 
Conference – which is to fight against racism everywhere in the world. Racism is more 
than intolerance and discrimination on the basis of ethnic origin. Discrimination is equally 
unjust when it targets people because of their religious belief, their nationality, their 
gender or their sexual orientation.  
The terrible crimes of the Holocaust which happened only a lifetime ago are reason 
enough for Europeans to avoid any holier-than-thou attitudes. But I also want to make it 
absolutely clear that Europe will not keep quiet if anyone anywhere preaches intolerance 
and hate or rejects the lessons we have learned from our own painful past. There is 
nothing ambiguous or dubious about the Holocaust. And we will speak out whenever we 
hear anyone deny the fact that millions of Jews, Roma, homosexuals and people with 
disabilities were murdered in the death camps. We will speak out because we have 
learned the hard way that the only effective way to make sure that such horrors never 
happen again is to insist on unconditional respect for the human dignity and the human 
rights of everyone, by everyone, everywhere and at all times. “ 
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1435475&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&Bac
kColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE 

 
 
Final outcome document 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_outcome_document_En.pdf  
 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

UK statement at Durban Review Conference 
Britain is a multiracial, multi-faith society.  A home to people from all parts of the world, 
and of all religions.  We have some of the toughest and most progressive equality and 
anti-discrimination laws in the world. 
The United Kingdom is firmly committed to the elimination of all forms of racism and 

http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/press/pr_21-04-09.shtml
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1435475&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1435475&Site=DC&BackColorInternet=F5CA75&BackColorIntranet=F5CA75&BackColorLogged=A9BACE
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_outcome_document_En.pdf
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intolerance. … 
Preparations for this conference have been, at times, difficult, but all delegations have 
worked hard to seek common ground.  This is the least that victims of racism around the 
world should expect of us.  I therefore thank therefore all delegations for their willingness 
to compromise, which has enabled us to find agreement on a concluding document to 
this conference. 
In this hall on Monday, we witnessed first hand the type of behaviour that marred the 
Durban World Conference Against Racism in 2001.  I commend the leadership shown by 
the UN Secretary General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights in condemning 
the Iranian President’s statement and I agree with the Secretary General that the Iranian 
President’s words were “the opposite of what this conference is seeking to achieve.” 
My Government condemns in the strongest possible terms President Ahmedinejad’s 
statement, which we viewed as unacceptable especially for a United Nations anti-racism 
forum.  My delegation left the hall not only in protest, but in solidarity with those targeted 
by his hateful, anti-Semitic words. 
In 2005, we launched our governmental race equality and community cohesion strategy.  
This met the commitment we made at Durban to produce national action plans to tackle 
racism and discrimination. … 
My Government has published three progress reports on our strategy, most recently in 
February this year.  This shows encouraging signs of progress, but also that we have 
much to do.  We have therefore launched a public discussion on our future approach to 
tackling race inequalities including publishing a discussion document and engaging 
communities across the country. 
We have further strengthened our laws against discrimination and hate crime since the 
2001 World Conference Against Racism.  … 
In late 2001, we extended our laws on racially aggravated violence to include religiously 
aggravated offences, with higher penalties for such hate crimes.  We increased penalties 
for incitement to racial hatred from 2 to 7 years imprisonment.  In 2006, we introduced a 
new offence of incitement to religious hatred. 
We have strengthened legislation on racial discrimination by bringing the EU Race 
Directive into domestic law.  We outlawed discrimination on the grounds of religion or 
belief and on the grounds of sexual orientation. … 
The fight against racism is too important a cause to be hijacked by those who seek to 
promote hatred.  We should not leave the stage only to those, like President 
Ahmedinejad, who would take global efforts against racism backwards. 
Mr President, the United Kingdom’s record is far from perfect.  We have much to do, and 
we recognize that.  But we will do our utmost to fulfil our obligations to every British 
citizen.  I hope in our contribution to this review conference, we have shown that. 
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=16724307  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=PressS&id=16724307
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0662104a.60
3-604.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0662104a.603-604.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0662104a.603-604.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectinganimals/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectinganimals/?lang=en
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/
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