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Home Affairs 

Ministry of Justice 

Justice minister visits a non-invasive post-mortem facility in Manchester     
Justice Minister Bridget Prentice is meeting with faith leaders at an MRI scanning facility 
in Manchester to discuss proposed reforms to the coroners system that will allow for MRI 
scans to take the place of invasive post-mortems.  
The Coroners and Justice Bill, which is currently before Parliament, includes a number of 
reforms that aim to improve the coroners system to make it more responsive to the 
needs of bereaved families and to faith groups.  … 
‘We have listened carefully to bereaved families and are pleased to propose these 
reforms which will allow coroners to consider the wishes of the family and faith issues 
and where possible conduct an MRI scan in place of an invasive post-mortem.’ …Under 
the reformed system, coroners will be able to consider faith issues and the wishes of the 
family when considering what type of post-mortem should take place. An MRI scan may 
not be the appropriate means to determining a cause of death in every case and 
therefore a coroner will be required to make that decision on a case by case basis.  
Further reforms that also respond to the needs of certain faiths will ensure that coroners 
attempt to arrange examinations within a specified period to respond to the need for 
speedy burials or cremations. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/newsrelease210409a.htm 
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Holocaust 
Council of Europe 

Maud de Boer-Buquicchio at the ceremony commemorating the victims of the 
Holocaust [said] ''We are gathered here in remembrance of the Holocaust victims. While 
such occurrences cannot and must not ever be forgotten, we should nevertheless bear in 
mind that the teaching of remembrance is meant to aim at reconciliation and mutual 
understanding.'' 
To read the full transcript of his speech (in French) see 
http://www.coe.int/t/dc/press/news/20090421_sga_fr.asp  

TOP 
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is the appropriate body to decide 
whether Israel is imposing illegal collective punishments on the Palestinian population by 
(a) its partial blockade of Gaza, during the current ceasefire and the previous one in 
2008, and (b) imposing checkpoints within the occupied West Bank; and whether they 
will consider initiating legal action to decide those issues. [HL2307] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We have made very clear our concerns about Israeli restrictions on 
Gaza, both last year and now; and about restrictions on movement and access in 
the West Bank. 
We judge that the way to resolve these issues is through political engagement, 
such as that led by the quartet envoy the right honourable Tony Blair, and through 
real progress towards a negotiated solution. 
We also support the International Committee of the Red Cross in its international 
mandate to promote respect for international humanitarian law by states. It 
monitors the situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and where necessary 
takes up concerns confidentially with Israel in order to seek improvements. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90420w0009.htm#0904
2043002087  
 

West Bank and East Jerusalem 
Lord Luce: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will request from the 
Government of Israel figures of the number of Israeli settlers living in the West Bank and 
east Jerusalem, respectively, and of the number of village settlements in each; and, if so, 
whether they will place those figures in the Library of the House. [HL2722] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): According to Peace Now, a well respected non-governmental 
organisation, in 2008 there were 285,000 Israeli settlers living in 121 settlements 
in the West Bank. As the Israeli Government do not differentiate between east and 
west Jerusalem there are no official figures available for this area. Peace Now 
draws on freely available Israeli Government figures in compiling its statistics. 

Lord Luce: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will request from the 
Government of Israel figures of the number of Israeli settlers arriving in the West Bank 
and east Jerusalem in each of the last 10 years and of the percentage increase in 
settlers over that period; and, if so, whether they will place those figures in the Library of 
the House. [HL2723] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: According to Peace Now, a well respected non-
governmental organisation, there were 198,300 settlers living in the West Bank 
area in 2000. By 2008 this figure had increased to 285,000. 
As Israel does not differentiate between east and west Jerusalem there are no 
official figures available for this area. However, we judge that a significant increase 
has also occurred in east Jerusalem. 
Peace Now draw on freely available Israeli Government figures in compiling their 
statistics. 

Lord Luce: To ask Her Majesty's Government what action they have taken through the 
European Union and with the Government of the United States to address any 
contraventions of international law that have occurred as a result of Israeli settlements in 
the West Bank and east Jerusalem; and what assessment they have made of which laws 
may have been contravened. [HL2724] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: It is the long-standing position of the Government that 
Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are unlawful under 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90420w0009.htm#09042043002087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90420w0009.htm#09042043002087
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international law, as they contravene Article 49(6) of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention of 1949. This position has also been taken by UN bodies, such as the 
UN Security Council, for example in UN Security Council Resolution 446 (1979), 
and by the International Court of Justice in its 2004 Advisory Opinion on the Legal 
Consequences of the Construction of the Wall. 
We regularly discuss our concerns over illegal Israeli settlements with the US and 
our EU partners. We will continue to press the Israeli authorities to freeze 
settlement expansion and to negotiate a peace deal to bring the occupation to an 
end. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90420w0015.htm#0904
2043002141 
 

War Crimes 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they are receiving progress 
reports on investigations into alleged war crimes committed by Hamas in the recent Gaza 
conflict. [HL2593] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We are gravely concerned about allegations that war crimes were 
committed by both sides. We are currently awaiting the results of investigations 
being carried out by the UN, the Israeli Government, and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. We are not receiving detailed updates, but once 
these are concluded we will then consider what further action should be taken. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90420w0015.htm 
 

 
Scottish Trades Union Congress 

Palestine and Israel Boycott, Disinvestments and Sanctions Discussion: General 
Council Report and Recommendations 
(full document attached since not yet available online) 
 

6.1 The General Council is recommending that Congress should take a position of: 
• supporting boycotts and disinvestments against Israel,  
• calling for sanctions against Israel, 
• encouraging positive investments in the occupied territories.  

 

6.2 The General Council is recommending this action because of Israel’s attacks on 
the human rights of Palestinian people, and its failure to comply with agreed 
international law.    The STUC strongly supports a peaceful two state solution in 
Palestine and Israel.   It is deeply disappointed at the failure of negotiation and 
diplomacy to achieve the two state solution to date.    By taking the position of 
supporting boycott and disinvestments and by calling for sanctions, the STUC 
hopes to bring economic, political and social pressure on the government of Israel 
and the world’s powers, to reach a peaceful solution through dialogue. The STUC 
also intends to draw greater attention to the fact that international human rights 
laws are being violated by Israel. 

 

6.3 In reaching this decision, the STUC has considered the views and comments of 
significant groups of people, not least the people of Palestine whose human rights 
are infringed on a daily basis.   We are very clear that our position is taken 
because of the actions of the Israeli state.   However, the STUC wants to do all 
that it can to ensure that our decision does not impact detrimentally upon 
communities in Scotland.    
We envisage a targeted consumer led boycott, where trade union members 
should not put their own jobs at risk by refusing to deal with Israeli products, or 
work with organisations that are involved in the Israeli occupation of Palestine.  
Rather, these trade union members have a campaigning role, in working with their 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90420w0015.htm#09042043002141
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90420w0015.htm#09042043002141
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90420w0015.htm
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employers to raise greater awareness of the issues and the case for boycott.    
The campaign will encourage trade unionists to boycott goods and especially 
agricultural products that have been produced in the illegal Israeli settlements in 
the Occupied Territories.  The STUC recognises the place of Israeli goods, such 
as kosher products, in Jewish religious observance, and wishes to ensure that a 
consumer boycott is targeted so that it does not affect, as far as practicable, 
religious observance.     

 

6.4 The campaign should develop and encourage a greater awareness of 
organisations’ investments and interests in companies which are supporting the 
occupation.  The STUC is particularly encouraging campaigns of disinvestment (or 
divesting) in companies associated with the occupation. 

 

6.5 Publicly calling for sanctions against Israel for its breaches of international laws 
and human rights violations is an important element of the campaign.  Sanctions 
are a valid action imposed upon a party or nation where it has breached agreed 
rules.  The STUC will raise the matter with the British Government, impressing 
upon them their obligations as signatories of the Geneva Conventions, and as 
United Nations Security Council members.    The sanctions campaign, in 
pressurising the British Government, European Union institutions, and other 
nations, is vital to protect the integrity of agreed international laws and to uphold 
the rights of victims of human rights abuses.     

 

6.6 The STUC values its relationship with both PGFTU and Histadrut, and supports a 
constructive dialogue between PGFTU and Histadrut. In recommending a decision 
on boycotting and disinvesting from Israel, the STUC wishes to retain its positive 
links with Histadrut, not least so it can explain its position on BDS to the Israeli 
trade union movement. 

 

6.7 Whilst recognising this paper and recommendation is a starting point for this 
campaign within the STUC, the General Council acknowledges the urgency of the 
situation facing Palestinian people.  To ensure that the campaign is effective, and 
to make this decision meaningful for trade union members in Scotland, and 
appropriate for particular workplaces, the STUC and affiliates will need to take 
forward further work and activity.   The General Council urges Congress to 
support a continual awareness raising process on these issues, to provide 
guidance and support to affiliates, and to ensure that a BDS campaign, along with 
positive investment in the Palestinian territories, is effective. 

 

The Congress will debate and vote on a boycott on Wednesday afternoon. 

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

Durban Review Conference 

Agendas 
21 April   
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_2
1_April.pdf  
 
20 April   
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_2
0_April.pdf  
 
 
 

http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_21_April.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_21_April.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_20_April.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/pdf/Durban_Review_Conference_Daily_Journal_20_April.pdf
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Webcast of proceedings 21 April   
(video available in English translation and in original languages) 
http://un.org/webcast/durbanreview/archive.asp?go=090421  
 
Summary of the morning session, 21 April 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/21.04.09_meeting_summary_am_en.
pdf  
 
Summary of the afternoon session, 20 April 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/20.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_rev
1_en.pdf  
 
Main committee of the Durban Review Conference recommends outcome 
document to plenary for adoption  
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/21.04.09_approved_outcome_docum
ent.pdf  
 
Divisiveness perpetuates racism, Secretary-General warns 
Unity is essential to moving past intolerance, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
underscored today, lamenting the decision by several nations not to attend the United 
Nations anti-racism conference …He also spoke out against the comments made by Mr. 
Ahmadinejad at today’s session which he said were intended to “accuse, divide and 
even incite,” calling them a roadblock to tackling the scourge of racism. …Both Mr. Ban 
and Ms. Pillay said they regretted that many nations left the conference room during Mr. 
Ahmadinejad’s address. 
The gathering is “too important for anyone to remain outside this conference hall,” the 
Secretary-General said, while the High Commissioner said that although she was 
“shocked and deeply saddened” by the Iranian leader’s speech, “his behaviour does not 
provide any justification for any other Member States to walk out.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30526&Cr=racism&Cr1 
 
Statement by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights on speech by President of 
Iran at Durban Review Conference 
"I utterly deplore the speech of the President of Iran delivered this afternoon at the 
Durban Review Conference against racism. I condemn the use of a UN forum for 
political grandstanding. I find this totally objectionable.  Much of his speech was clearly 
beyond the scope of the Conference. It also clearly went against the long-standing UN 
position adopted by the General Assembly with respect to equating Zionism with racism. 
The best riposte for this type of event is to reply and correct, not to withdraw and boycott 
the Conference." 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/press/pr_20-04-09_iran_pillay.shtml  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

http://un.org/webcast/durbanreview/archive.asp?go=090421
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/21.04.09_meeting_summary_am_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/21.04.09_meeting_summary_am_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/20.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_rev1_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/20.04.09_meeting_summary_pm_rev1_en.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/21.04.09_approved_outcome_document.pdf
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/pdf/21.04.09_approved_outcome_document.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30526&Cr=racism&Cr1
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/coverage/press/pr_20-04-09_iran_pillay.shtml
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  

http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 

Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May 2009) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
 
Working together to protect crowded places (closes 10 July 2009) 
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/cons-2009-crowded-places/  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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