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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Debate 

Royal Marriages and Succession to the Crown (Prevention of Discrimination) Bill 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090327/debtext/90327-
0001.htm#09032758000002  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Hague: To ask the Secretary of State for Defence pursuant to the Answer of 10 
March 2009, Official Report, column 236W, on Navy: deployment, what the outcome was 
of the conference in London held on 13 March on contingency options directed at 
countering arms smuggling into Gaza; and what decisions have been made on the UK’s 
contribution to such operations. [266919] 

Mr. Bob Ainsworth: In response to concerns over the flow of weapons to the 
Gaza Strip, the nations represented at the London Conference on tackling arms 
smuggling into Gaza agreed and published a ‘Program of Action’. This initiative 
seeks to enhance efforts to prevent and interdict the illicit trafficking of arms, 
ammunition and weapon component to Gaza and, within the relevant jurisdictions 
prevent the facilitation of such transfers. A range of options is available for 
participating governments to consider, including the sharing of information and 
intelligence, co-ordinated diplomatic engagement and co-ordinating military and 
law enforcement activities. 
The UK continues to explore a number of contingency options to support this 
initiative and will attend further meetings of participating states. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090327/text/90327w00
04.htm#09032765000068  
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Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Dai Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the reply to the right hon. Member for Devizes of 27 January 2009, Official 
Report, columns 390-1W, on what date in December 2008 he was first made aware that 
rockets were fired into Israel from Gaza. [254038] 

Bill Rammell: We monitor rocket attacks from Gaza closely and make very clear 
our condemnation of them. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary visited 
Sderot in November 2008 and I visited Ashkelon in December 2008 to see the 
effects. Our embassy in Tel Aviv reported rockets being fired at Israel on 3 
December 2008. 
However, my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary is also well aware of the 
rocket attacks against Israel over the past several years. 

Jeff Ennis: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the (a) social and (b) economic effects of rocket and mortar 
attacks fired from the Gaza Strip on residents in southern Israel. [265960] 

Bill Rammell: Our ambassador and officials in Tel Aviv frequently travel to towns 
in southern Israel that have been subject to indiscriminate rocket fire from terrorist 
groups in Gaza. They have called on schools, hospitals, families and community 
leaders in and around Sderot and Ashkelon to assess the impact of rocket and 
mortar attacks. 
My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary also visited Sderot in November 2008, 
and I visited Ashkelon in December 2008. In recent months the frequency and 
indiscriminate nature of the attacks that target citizens has had a highly damaging 
impact on people's everyday lives in these areas. The extent of the psychological 
damage, especially to children, is clear. In addition to the psychological damage to 
children, the need to shelter from attacks while at school has had a disruptive 
effect on education. Likewise, the general disruption and physical threat of rocket 
fire has impeded economic growth and deterred investment. We continue to 
condemn all terrorist attacks, on southern Israel and elsewhere. 

Clare Short: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has made an assessment of the findings of the EU Heads of Mission report 
on East Jerusalem; and if he will make a statement. [266397] 

Bill Rammell: It would not be appropriate to comment in detail on the contents of 
an internal report that was leaked to the press. We have made clear our position 
that we believe that a lasting peace between Palestinians and Israelis will mean, 
among other things, the creation of a Palestinian state based on 1967 borders and 
with East Jerusalem as its capital. We are strongly opposed to any attempts to 
change the facts on the ground in East Jerusalem by excluding Palestinians from 
the city and by increasing the number of settlers living there. Such acts raise 
tensions and undermine prospects for peace. We have made these concerns 
known to the Israelis both in private and in public, most recently in the form of 
statements by the EU on the threat of house demolitions in Silwan village and 
house evictions in the Sheikh Jarrah neighbourhood. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the number of Israelis killed in terrorist attacks since 3 
February 2009; and if he will make a statement. [266990] 

Bill Rammell: According to the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs there have been 
two Israelis killed in terrorist attacks since 3 February 2009. The UK condemns all 
terrorist activity. We call on all groups to pursue their objectives through peaceful 
means: the only way forward in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories is 
through dialogue; violence can lead nowhere but to more violence and suffering. 

Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will place in the Library a copy of the most recent EU Heads of Mission Report on East 
Jerusalem; and if he will make a statement. [267118] 

Bill Rammell [holding answer 26 March 2009]: The EU Heads of Mission Report 
on East Jerusalem is a classified document. It would not be appropriate to 
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comment in detail on the contents of an internal report that was leaked to the 
press. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090327/text/90327w00
19.htm#09032765000172  

 
 

Downing Street e-Petitions 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to issue a clear condemnation of Israel’s 
actions against Palestine.  

Government response 
On 27 December, the European Union Presidency called for “an immediate end to 
hostilities” and described the Israeli use of force as “disproportionate”.  The British 
government fully supported this position. We also believe it is important to 
condemn all loss of innocent life, whether Israeli or Palestinian.  

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18766  
 
 
We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to put increased pressure on Israel to 
cease its military campaign in Gaza and allow urgent humanitarian aid into the territory, 
and to support a UN Security Council Resolution calling for an immediate ceasefire.” 

Government response 
The UK Government called publicly and privately for an immediate and permanent 
ceasefire from the outset of the recent fighting in Gaza.  We welcomed the 
announcements of cessation of hostilities by Israel and Hamas on 17 January.  
The UK is at the centre of efforts to stop fighting erupting again. We are in close 
contact with the United States, our EU partners, and leaders in the region to put in 
place the conditions for a permanent, fully respected and urgently needed 
ceasefire. 
We are concerned at the allegations of war crimes made by such credible 
organisations as the ICRC and the UN. The primary burden for investigation rests 
on the authority against whose forces allegations of war crimes are made.  We 
expect, and urge, Israel to investigate all allegations of abuses by their forces.  As 
the Foreign Secretary said in his statement to Parliament on 19 January, 
“allegations must be closely and speedily investigated”. We support the UN 
Secretary General’s call for a full investigation into the shelling of UN premises.   
 The UN Human Rights Council (in its resolution of 12 January 2009) has decided 
to send an international fact-finding mission to investigate violations of human 
rights law and international humanitarian law by Israel in the Gaza. The UN 
Secretary General has also established a Board of Inquiry to look into events 
involving UN personnel or operations in Gaza. We will consider the results of both 
inquiries once they are available; and at that stage, the parties and the 
international community will need to decide on any further action.   
We have been clear on the need to allow the distribution of humanitarian 
assistance within the Gaza Strip, as well as the speedy and sufficient entry of aid 
into Gaza. The UK pledged a further £20m for “early recovery” activities, on the 
eve of the Sharm el Sheik Gaza reconstruction conference bringing our response 
to the current crisis to nearly £50 million. This is in addition to our pledge of 
December 2007 to provide a three year £243million support programme to the 
Palestinian Authority.  The money is being donated to aid agencies on the ground 
in Gaza, including the UN and Red Cross; to provide food for over 500,000 
people; guarantee safe drinking water and; provide shelter for the displaced and 
medical aid for the injured.  We have also provided almost £200,000 to the Mines 
Advisory Group to clear unexploded ordnance. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18760  
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Foreign Affairs 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

UN World Conference against Racism 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will withdraw UK (a) representation and (b) support for the United Nations Durban II 
Conference; and if he will make a statement. [265905] 

Gillian Merron: The UK is still engaged in the Durban Review process and we will 
keep our position under review. A new draft outcome document was tabled on 17 
March 2009. The Government are considering their position on this document. 
The Government have expressed a consistent view on the Durban Review 
Conference. We want the conference to forge a collective will to fight against 
racism in all its forms, in all parts of the world. It should not be seen as an 
opportunity to press unrelated political interests and issues. 

Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
which countries (a) have withdrawn from and (b) are not otherwise participating in the 
United Nations Durban II Conference; and if he will make a statement. [265906] 

Gillian Merron: Canada and Israel have formally withdrawn from the Durban 
Review Conference. The US and Italy announced that they would not take part in 
negotiations on the draft document that was under negotiation, and set conditions 
for their re-engagement. This document has now been superseded by an updated 
version, which issued on 17 March 2009.  
The Government have expressed a consistent view on the Durban Review 
Conference. We want the conference to forge a collective will to fight against 
racism in all its forms, in all parts of the world. It should not be seen as an 
opportunity to press unrelated political interests and issues. 

Mr. Lidington: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will make it his policy not to attend the forthcoming Durban II Conference in Geneva; and 
if he will make a statement. [266165] 

Gillian Merron [holding answer of 24 March 2009]: The UK is still engaged in the 
Durban Review process and we will keep our position under review. A new draft 
outcome document was tabled on 17 March 2009. The Government are 
considering its position on this document.  
The Government have expressed a consistent view on the Durban Review 
conference. We want the conference to forge a collective will to fight against 
racism in all its forms, in all parts of the world. It should not be seen as an 
opportunity to press unrelated political interests and issues. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090327/text/90327w00
20.htm#09032765000180  
 

Hungary: Antisemitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of incidents of anti-Semitism in Hungary since January 2009; 
and if he will make a statement. [266994] 

Caroline Flint: None. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090327/text/90327w00
19.htm#09032765000169  
 

Hezbollah 
Andrew Gwynne: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what assessment his Department has made of levels of (a) political, (b) financial and (c) 
military support given by the governments of (i) Syria and (ii) Iran to Hezbollah. [265979] 

Bill Rammell: We assess that the Syrian and Iranian Governments continue to 
provide significant financial and military support to Hezbollah, although we are 
unable quantify the precise amounts. Both the Syrian and Iranian Governments 
provide political support for Hezbollah and we call on both Governments to cease 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090327/text/90327w0020.htm#09032765000180
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090327/text/90327w0020.htm#09032765000180
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090327/text/90327w0019.htm#09032765000169
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090327/text/90327w0019.htm#09032765000169
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this support, which only increases instability in the region. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090327/text/90327w00
19.htm#09032765000168  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 
UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
  

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations           ** new or updated 
**closes today 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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