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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
pursuant to the answer of 9 March 2009, Official Report, column 41W, on anti-Semitism, 
on what recent occasions (a) he and (b) other Ministers in his Department have 
condemned anti-Semitism; and if he will make a statement. [264674] 

Gillian Merron: The Government condemn all acts of racism, anti-Semitism and 
religious intolerance. My hon. Friend, the Minister of State, (Bill Rammell) 
specifically re-iterated this in the House of Commons on 13 January 2009, Official 
Report, column 132, and my noble Friend Lord Malloch-Brown, the Minister for 
Africa, Asia and the UN, during the Gaza debate in the House of Lords on 6 
February 2009, Official Report, column 931. 
The London Declaration of the recent conference held by the Inter-parliamentary 
Coalition Combating anti-Semitism, co-hosted by the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office, called on legislators to “expose, challenge and isolate political actors who 
engage in hate against Jews and target the state of Israel as a Jewish collectivity.” 
It also calls on governments to “challenge any foreign leader, politician or public 
figure who denies, denigrates or trivializes the Holocaust and must encourage civil 
society to be vigilant to this phenomenon and to openly condemn it.” My noble 
Friend Lord Malloch-Brown addressed the conference and condemned anti-
Semitism in unequivocal terms. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w00
08.htm#09032637000076  
 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills pursuant 
to the answer of 11 March 2009, Official Report, column 545W, on higher education: anti-
Semitism, what progress has been made in setting up the dedicated sub-group to the 
Cross Government Working Group against anti-Semitism; who the initial members of the 
sub-group will be; on what date the first meeting of the group is planned; and if he will 
make a statement. [266987] 

Mr. Lammy: The following organisations have been invited to an initial meeting on 
Tuesday 7 April: 
Union of Jewish Students 
Community Security Trust 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w0008.htm#09032637000076
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w0008.htm#09032637000076
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Board of Deputies of British Jews 
Universities UK 
GuildHE 
Equality Challenge Unit 
National Union of Students 
University and College Union 
Association of Managers of Student Services in Higher Education 
Association for Manager's in Student Unions 
The Office of the Independent Adjudicator for Higher Education 
Higher Education Funding Council for England 
All Party Parliamentary Group Against Anti-Semitism 
Communities and Local Government (observer status) 
At this first meeting the group will agree its continuing membership and terms of 
reference. We see this group as playing an important role in helping to tackle anti-
Semitism in higher education. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w00
28.htm#09032644000106  
 

France: Antisemitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on levels of anti-Semitism in France; and if he will make a 
statement. [263265] 

Caroline Flint: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) received reports of 
anti-Semitic incidents in France in January 2009, following the recent conflict in 
Gaza. 
The FCO will continue to monitor anti-Semitic activity in France and other 
countries. 
The Government are committed to tackling and reducing anti-Semitism. We have 
taken a number of measures to that effect, including supporting the victims of the 
Holocaust (including support for Holocaust memorial day) and, through our 
embassies overseas, supporting parliamentarians in other countries, in their 
efforts to tackle anti-Semitism in their home countries. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w00
09.htm#09032637000087  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Gaza: Weapons 
Martin Horwood: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions took place between members of the Quartet on proposals to stop the 
flow of weapons into Gaza (a) before and (b) after the appointment of Tony Blair as 
Envoy. [253213] 

Bill Rammell [holding answer 2 February 2009]: The Quartet has discussed a 
wide range of Middle East Peace Process-related issues including smuggling 
before and after the appointment of the Quartet representative, the right hon. Tony 
Blair. The Quartet’s public statements provide a summary of their discussions and 
are available online at: 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/docs.asp?Topic=Middle%20East&Type=Quartet%20
statement  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w00
09.htm#09032637000088  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w0028.htm#09032644000106
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w0028.htm#09032644000106
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w0009.htm#09032637000087
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w0009.htm#09032637000087
http://www.un.org/apps/news/docs.asp?Topic=Middle%20East&Type=Quartet%20statement
http://www.un.org/apps/news/docs.asp?Topic=Middle%20East&Type=Quartet%20statement
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w0009.htm#09032637000088
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w0009.htm#09032637000088
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Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
discussions he has had with Senator George Mitchell on the Middle East Peace Process 
since his appointment as President Obama's Middle East envoy. [259923] 

Bill Rammell: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary last met Senator 
Mitchell during his visit to Washington on 18 March 2009. They discussed a range 
of issues related to the Middle East Peace Process. Including the importance of 
having a clear peace plan based on the Arab Peace Initiative. 
My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary re-iterated the importance of keeping 
alive long-term vision of two states, Israel and Palestine, living side-by-side in 
security, as an essential basis for regional stability. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w00
09.htm#09032637000091  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Mr. Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what support 
his Department is providing for non-governmental organisations and charities working to 
alleviate the humanitarian situation in Gaza. [264906] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The Department for International Development (DFID) 
has pledged £46.8 million to help meet immediate needs and support recovery 
efforts in Gaza. 
To date, £16.3 million of this has been committed as follows: 
Organisation Detail Commitme

nt (£) 

UN Relief and 
Works Agency 
(UNRWA) Gaza 
Flash Appeal 

Food and cash assistance to those in need and 
shelter assistance for the displaced. Fuel to 
maintain essential public services. 

4,000,000 

UN’s Humanitarian 
Emergency 
Response Fund 

This will enable the UN’s local Humanitarian 
Co-ordinator to quickly allocate funds to 
emerging priorities, making them available to 
NGOs and other organisations with staff on the 
ground, to meet immediate humanitarian 
needs. 

1,000,000 

International 
Committee for the 
Red Cross 

Relief Assistance (food and non-food items); 
health and protection activities. 

4,000,000 

Mines Advisory 
Group 

Assess, survey and clear the danger of 
unexploded ordnance in Gaza. 

197,973 

United Nations Contribution and airlift of three armoured cars 
to facilitate safe assessments and relief 
delivery by UN agencies as quickly as possible. 

500,000 

Oxfam Immediate water and sanitation needs of 
vulnerable communities in Gaza. 

600,000 

Mercy Corps Emergency shelter, non-food items and 
psycho-social support to conflict affected 
children, youth and families in Gaza. 

913,279 

Handicap 
International 

Emergency medical response for the extremely 
vulnerable including people with injuries, 
people with disabilities and the elderly. 

421,943 

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w0009.htm#09032637000091
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w0009.htm#09032637000091
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Action Against 
Hunger 

Improve access to water through emergency 
rehabilitation of water infrastructure and raise 
awareness of good hygiene practice. 

400,000 

Welfare Association Expand comprehensive community-based 
health rehabilitation services for disabled 
people and their families in areas of high need. 

300,000 

OCHA Support for an information officer to work in 
OCHA for three months. 

70,000 

Islamic Relief Non-food items, psycho-social support, house 
repair, emergency school rehabilitation. 

660,618 

UNICEF For information management and co-ordination 
of emergency water and sanitation sector 
response. 

340,000 

World Food 
Programme 

Provision of food aid and co-ordination of relief 
items brought into Gaza by the UN and NGOs. 

2,500,000 

UN Mines Action 
Services 

For the clearance and disposal of unexploded 
ordnance to enable reconstruction and 
redevelopment to take place. 

443,000 

Total committed to 
date 

 16,346,813 

 
This table is available on the DFID website and is updated when further 
allocations are made. 

Mrs. Curtis-Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development 
pursuant to the answer of 4 March 2009, Official Report, column 1656W, on Palestinians: 
overseas aid, what measures are in place to ensure that his Department’s humanitarian 
aid to Palestinians in Gaza will not be channelled to Hamas. [265708] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: I refer the hon. Member to the answers given to my hon. 
Friend the Member for Denton and Reddish (Andrew Gwynne) and my hon. Friend 
the Member for Blackpool, North and Fleetwood (Mrs. Humble) on 25 March 2009, 
Official Report, column 291. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w00
20.htm#09032644000053  
 

Gaza 
The Earl of Sandwich: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will ask the 
Government of Israel to lift the embargo on construction materials and other goods 
entering Gaza to enable the rebuilding of houses and services. [HL2200] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: Access for much-needed materials will be critical for early 
recovery and reconstruction to take place in Gaza. Following the Secretary of 
State's visit to Gaza on 1 March, he met Isaac Herzog, the Israeli Minister 
responsible for co-ordinating aid to Gaza, and pressed for improved access and a 
relaxation of restrictions on the type of goods that are allowed across the border. 
The Foreign Secretary has also pressed Isaac Herzog on the need for improved 
access, and the Prime Minister recently wrote to Prime Minister Olmert on this 
issue. In the last month officials from both the Department for International 
Development and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office have had meetings with 
the Israeli Government on the need for greater access. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90326w0001.htm#0903
2632000372  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w0020.htm#09032644000053
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090326/text/90326w0020.htm#09032644000053
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90326w0001.htm#09032632000372
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90326w0001.htm#09032632000372
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UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Paul Rowan (1203) Human Rights Watch Rain of Fire Report – That this House notes 
the publication of the report Rain of Fire by Human Rights Watch on the subject of 
Israel's use of white phosphorus in Gaza; further notes that the document illustrates 
Israel's extensive use of white phosphorus munitions during its most recent military 
operation in Gaza; further notes that the report concludes that the Israel Defense Forces 
repeatedly exploded white phosphorus munitions in the air over populated areas, killing 
and injuring civilians and damaging civilian structures; recognises the principles of 
distinction and proportionality enshrined in customary international law; and calls for an 
urgent, international, impartial fact finding mission to begin the process of criminal 
prosecution in relation to the Gaza conflict. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38324&SESSION=899  

 
 
Human Rights Watch 

Rain of Fire: Israel's Unlawful Use of White Phosphorus in Gaza  
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2009/03/25/rain-fire-0?print  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Neil Gerrard (1198) World Conference against Racism (no.2) – That this House 
recognises the importance of the forthcoming Durban Review Conference to be held in 
Geneva in April 2009; recalls the declaration of the World Conference Against Racism 
held in Durban in 2001 which emphasised the importance of the provision of effective 
remedies, recourse, redress, and compensatory and other measures at the national, 
regional and international levels, aimed at countering the continued impact of slavery and 
the slave trade; and urges the Government to support proposals at the Review to ensure 
that the recommendations of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action are put 
into practice. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38319&SESSION=899  

 
 
United Nations 

UN rights chief ‘encouraged’ by positive reaction to new anti-racism text 
The top United Nations human rights official today said she is “greatly encouraged” by 
the positive reactions to the shorter version of the draft outcome document for next 
month’s anti-racism conference, calling for efforts towards reaching a consensus to keep 
pace. 
Navi Pillay, High Commissioner for Human Rights, said that all of the ambassadors she 
has met with so far from all regional groups have indicated that they see the revised text 
as a “very good basis for negotiations,” and appealed to them to “maintain the current 
momentum and spirit of cooperation.” … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30316&Cr=racism&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 

 
 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38324&SESSION=899
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2009/03/25/rain-fire-0?print
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38319&SESSION=899
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30316&Cr=racism&Cr1
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 
 

 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
  

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
**closes in 3 days 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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