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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Debate 

International Terrorism 
 

includes: 
col 169 The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Jacqui Smith): I have 
today published the revised version of the Government’s strategy for countering 
international terrorism. Protecting the safety of everybody in Britain is the primary duty, 
and the abiding obligation, of Government. … 
We know that the threat is severe and that an attack is highly likely and could happen 
without warning at any time. We know that this new form of terrorism is different in scale 
and nature from the terrorist threats that we have had to deal with in recent decades. 
This new form of terrorism is rooted in conflicts overseas and the fragility of some states 
and grounded in an extremist ideology that uses violence to further its ends. It exploits 
the opportunities created by modern technologies and seeks to radicalise young people 
into violent extremism. … 
The Contest strategy remains centred on four key areas—Pursue, Prevent, Protect and 
Prepare. We have updated each of them. Pursue will make use of the new resources 
and new legislation available to the intelligence agencies and police to investigate and 
disrupt terrorist networks here and overseas, and to prosecute those responsible. 
Prevent will reach more people than ever, as we step up our efforts to stop people 
becoming terrorists or supporting violent extremism. That reflects our better 
understanding of the causes of radicalisation and includes new programmes and new 
partnerships with communities here and overseas. 
Protect aims to strengthen our defences against an attack through a strong border, 
improved resilience in our critical national infrastructure and greater protection for the 
crowded places where we all live, work, shop and play. 
Prepare will limit the impact of any attacks that occur, with tens of thousands of 
emergency services workers, security guards, store managers and others trained and 
equipped to deal with an incident. Every region of the country now has plans to deal with 
an attack, improve our ability to recover and ensure a return to normal as soon as 
possible. … 
 

col 172 Chris Grayling: …We have to deal with extremism in all its guises. People have 
the right to campaign for radical change in our society. We should not seek to ban them 
from doing so, but the state has the right to protect its people and its institutions, and the 
principles of a democratic society. We should not be providing support to those who wish 
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to undermine that society, so will the Home Secretary now stop funding groups that 
propagate extremism, and instead concentrate on funding projects that break down the 
community divide? … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/debtext/90324-
0004.htm#09032430000004 
 

col 177 David Davis: …one of the most fundamental aspects of Contest is the Prevent 
strand—preventing a large number of young Muslims from becoming radicalised. Her 
own heads of MI5 successively have told us that there has been a massive 25 per cent. 
year-on-year increase in the number of those young Muslims. … 
 

col 178  Evan Harris: .In the Home Secretary’s Prevent strategy, on page 84 of the 
document, she rightly says: 
“Building community cohesion is about creating strong and positive relationships 
between people of different backgrounds, including those...from different faith 
communities.” 
Given that statement, does she recognise the potential for inconsistency in allowing 
schools, through religious discrimination, to segregate communities further, meaning that 
white-only schools can stay white-only by refusing admission to Muslims and Asian 
schools can remain Asian-only by excluding applications from non-Muslims? Will she 
pause to reconsider the policy of allowing that sort of segregation to get worse? 
Jacqui Smith: I have had experience in my previous jobs of the admissions criteria for 
schools, and I absolutely do not recognise the ability of schools to operate the sorts of 
admission criteria that the hon. Gentleman has just outlined. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/debtext/90324-
0005.htm  
 

col 180  Shailesh Vara: The Home Secretary will be aware that, every so often, protests 
and marches are held at which people use language, both orally and on placards, that 
many would regard as inflammatory. The police do not seem to take any action, despite 
the popular belief that various laws have been broken. Not surprisingly, there is a 
perception that some people can get away with breaking the law, whereas the majority of 
the public would be prosecuted for committing the same breaches. Will the right hon. 
Lady kindly assure the House that no one is above the law and that, when it comes to 
this issue, anyone who breaches the law will be prosecuted? 
Jacqui Smith: Yes, I can give the hon. Gentleman that commitment. That was why we 
changed the law to ensure that the glorification of terrorism was a criminal offence. 
People have been prosecuted for precisely the sort of activity that he outlined. Our 
argument is that we should use the law for people who overstep it, but that even when 
they do not overstep that line, the Government, Parliament and the community more 
widely should nevertheless provide a strong challenge. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/debtext/90324-
0006.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Holocaust 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Russell Brown (1175) Recognition for British Heroes of the Holocaust – That this 
House salutes the courage of British citizens who aided and rescued Jewish people and 
other minority groups during the Holocaust at great personal risk to themselves and their 
families; notes that in the midst of the depravity and desperation of the Holocaust, which 
saw the very worst of mankind, these individuals exemplified the very best of humanity in 
the compassion, courage and bravery they showed in rescuing thousands from certain 
death; believes that just as the memory of those who suffered and perished in the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/debtext/90324-0004.htm#09032430000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/debtext/90324-0004.htm#09032430000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/debtext/90324-0005.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/debtext/90324-0005.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/debtext/90324-0006.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/debtext/90324-0006.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/text/90324w0040.htm#0903254000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/text/90324w0040.htm#0903254000013
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/text/90324w0002.htm#09032436000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/text/90324w0002.htm#09032436000021
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Holocaust should never be forgotten, the memory of those who helped save so many 
lives should be remembered and honoured; lauds the work of the Holocaust Educational 
Trust in seeking to bring greater recognition to such individuals; further notes that many 
communities take great pride in honouring local heroes of the Holocaust such as Jane 
Haining in Dumfriesshire, June Ravenhall in Warwickshire and Major Frank Foley in 
Stourbridge; believes it to be inadequate that while many of these individuals have been 
recognised as Righteous Among the Nations at Yad Vashem, Israel's Holocaust 
Memorial authority, they have not been honoured or recognised by the British 
Government in their own lifetime; and calls on the Government to consider changing the 
statutes governing the honours system to allow the granting of posthumous honours and 
to consider ways in which appropriate recognition can be afforded to these individuals. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38295&SESSION=899  
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Anniversaries 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families to which 
events held in the United Kingdom to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the founding 
of the State of Israel he was invited as the representative of the Government; which such 
invitations he (a) accepted and (b) declined; and if he will make a statement. [261393] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: My right hon. Friend the Secretary of State for Children, 
Schools and Families attended and spoke at the ‘Salute to Israel’ celebration of 
the 60th anniversary of the creation of the State of Israel in Trafalgar Square. The 
Department does not retain information on other invitations that may have been 
received and declined. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/text/90324w00
40.htm#0903254000013  
 

Middle East: Peace Negotiations 
Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent discussions he has had with the US administration on holding discussions with (a) 
Hamas and (b) Hezbollah. [265389] 

Bill Rammell: In our ongoing discussions with the US Administration we continue 
to share the assessment that Hamas has not moved sufficiently towards rejecting 
violence, accepting Israel’s right to exist or recognising previous agreements for 
either the UK or the US to hold discussions with Hamas. 
We have also kept the US informed of our decision to explore carefully targeted 
contacts with Hezbollah elected officials. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/text/90324w00
02.htm#09032436000021  
 

Palestinians: Overseas Aid 
Andrew Stunell: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what steps 
he has taken since February 2009 to ensure that Government and non-governmental aid 
from the UK reaches intended recipients in Gaza. [264387] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: The UK Government have, before and after February 
2009, maintained robust monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to ensure aid 
reaches its intended recipients in Gaza. 
There are well developed international mechanisms for the delivery of aid in Gaza, 
principally the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) and the World 

http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38295&SESSION=899
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Food Programme (WFP). The Department for International Development (DFID) 
ensures that all non-governmental organisations (NGOs) it funds have experience 
of operating in Gaza, hold the necessary expertise and resources and also have 
robust monitoring and evaluation frameworks. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/text/90324w00
18.htm#09032470000099  
 

Hezbollah 
Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
official contact there has been between the Government and representatives of in 
Lebanon in the last two months. [265450] 

Bill Rammell: There has been no contact since 9 January 2009 when our 
ambassador in Beirut met the Lebanese Parliament’s Foreign Affairs Committee 
including Hezbollah MP, Ali Amaar. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/text/90324w00
02.htm#09032436000020  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their response to 
Amnesty International's recent report, Fuelling conflict: Foreign arms supplies to 
Israel/Gaza, on the use of foreign-supplied weaponry during the recent Gaza conflict. 
[HL1856] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): I would like to reiterate what my honourable friend Bill Rammell said 
during the Foreign Affairs Committee evidence on 4 March 2009 that it has not 
been clear what equipment was used by the Israeli Defence Forces in Gaza. We 
have therefore been undertaking our own assessment based upon a variety of 
sources. The Amnesty International report is a helpful contributor to that. When 
that process is complete we will make the information available to Parliament. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
conclusion of Human Rights Watch that Hamas did not use civilians as human shields 
during the recent military action in Gaza. [HL2181] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: According to the Human Rights Watch letter to Foreign 
Ministers of 16 March 2009, it has clearly stated that it has documented cases in 
which Hamas has fired rockets from very near populated homes or other civilian 
objects. The letter also states that launching rockets from within densely populated 
areas—thus making civilians in the vicinity vulnerable to counterattacks—violates 
the requirement to take all feasible precautions to protect civilians from harm. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90324w0001.htm#0903
2440000434  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Report Stage Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/pbc0720324p.149-
155.html  

 
Organ Donation (Presumed Consent) Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/text/90324w0018.htm#09032470000099
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/text/90324w0018.htm#09032470000099
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/text/90324w0002.htm#09032436000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090324/text/90324w0002.htm#09032436000020
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90324w0001.htm#09032440000434
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90324w0001.htm#09032440000434
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/pbc0720324p.149-155.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/pbc0720324p.149-155.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/organdonationpresumedconsent.html
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Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

  
 

European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations           ** new or updated 
**closes in 5 days 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
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