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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Religion: Curriculum 
Mr. Oaten: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what 
provision is made within the national curriculum for the discussion of non-religious 
beliefs. [261880] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: Religious education (RE) is a statutory part of the basic 
school curriculum. Schools must teach RE according to locally agreed syllabuses 
or in the case of voluntary aided schools with a religious character, according to 
the trust deed of the school. Local Standing Advisory Councils for RE (SACREs) 
have the responsibility to ensure that local syllabuses develop pupils’ knowledge, 
understanding and awareness of Christianity and the major religions represented 
in the country and reflect the values and traditions of the community. RE 
encourages respect for those holding different beliefs and helps promote pupils’ 
moral, cultural and spiritual development. 
In 2004, the Department with the QCA published a non-statutory framework for RE 
which has been supported by all the main faith groups and the British Humanist 
Association. It says that pupils should learn about Christianity throughout each key 
stage and, by the end of Key Stage 3, pupils should have encountered the other 
five principal religions (Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and Sikhism) in 
sufficient depth. It also recommends that pupils have opportunities to study other 
religious traditions such as the Baha’i faith, Jainism, Zoroastrianism and secular 
philosophies such as humanism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/text/90311w00
34.htm#09031197000026  

 
 
Home Office 

Control Orders Quarterly Report December 2008-March 2009 
http://security.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications/publication-search/control-order-
statements/Control_Orders_Power_Dec_081.pdf  
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Community Relations 
Westminster Hall Debate 

Christianity in Public Life 
Includes 
 

col 105WH  Andrew Selous: … the BBC’s report on the poll caught my eye. It said: 
“Many Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs and members of other minority religious groups would 
rather have a Christian-based framework to national life, than one that is entirely 
secular.” 
Sometimes, when we consider these matters, we worry about privileging one faith over 
another, but more important is finding a framework in which we can all co-exist happily. 
The Church of England, which happens to be our established Church, produced an 
interesting report last June in which it claimed to take only “a place” in public life in this 
country. I and many others are entirely happy with that: we are not seeking a dominant 
position or special favours; we merely want to be at the table when it comes to working in 
communities and engaging with local and central Government. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/halltext/90311
h0005.htm#09031162000003  
 

col 105WH  Andrew Selous:…I found out that there are more than 15,000 Christian 
charities in this country, which is a fantastic number. I also found out that more people do 
unpaid work for Church organisations than for any other organisation. Indeed, 8 per cent. 
of all adults undertake voluntary work for Church organisations, while 16 per cent. of 
adults belong to a religious or Church organisation. The report, “Charity Market Monitor”, 
has estimated that 18 per cent. of all income that was raised by charities in 2006-07 was 
raised by faith-based charities. That was the second-highest proportion for a generic 
group, behind health charities. … 
col 108WH  The case of a charity in south London that works with single mothers has 
come to my attention. The charity works with single mothers of all faiths and of no faith. It 
operates absolutely no discrimination in terms of the services that it provides, but its 
website contained something about the Christian basis of what it was doing. It therefore 
received a letter of rejection in response to its application for funds to extend its work with 
the local authority. The letter stated: “your assistance for single parents includes 
extending Christian comfort and offering prayer”. That was the reason for the charity 
being cut out of any form of funding for its excellent work.  
In another case, a woman who was a very successful foster parent to older children was 
told: “your beliefs do not allow you to actively promote another religion for a child”. 
She was therefore not allowed to continue. … 
 

Col 109WH  David Taylor: At the start of the hon. Gentleman’s speech, he talked about 
Christians and faith groups helping the marginalised in society. However, the current 
situation means that Christians themselves and members of other faith groups are being 
marginalised. … 
 

Col 110WH  Sharon Hodgson:  …I have always seen myself as living in a Christian 
country with a multicultural society. The two are not mutually exclusive, and both are 
good. Our heritage and values as a Christian nation are not only intrinsic to our 
democracy but are part of our national psyche. Our commitment to fairness and freedom 
from oppression have their roots in our faith. To my mind, so to does the emergence of 
our multicultural society. The grace to allow others freedom of expression is the bedrock 
of such a society, and we must stand up for our heritage and our future by continuing to 
build inter-faith dialogue. …The statistics show that we are not really living in the secular, 
faithless society that many wish to portray. The last census revealed that 70 per cent. of 
Britons would describe themselves as Christian, and that there are more Jedi knights 
than secularists on our shores. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/halltext/90311
h0006.htm 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/halltext/90311h0005.htm#09031162000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/halltext/90311h0005.htm#09031162000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/halltext/90311h0006.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/halltext/90311h0006.htm
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col113WH  John Mason: …The state’s role should be to treat all people equally, 
whatever faith they have, or lack. The state should not favour Christianity over other 
faiths, but secular humanism should not be favoured over those who have faith, and nor 
should any other faith be favoured over Christianity. …Where should those of us with a 
Christian faith look for a model of how faith fits into society? Some look to Israel in the 
Old Testament or even to European society in recent centuries, where the state and the 
Church were strongly inter-linked. However, for those who know the Bible, I suggest that 
a better model might be Daniel, and others such as Joseph and Mordecai, when God’s 
person was in a fairly hostile environment. Daniel stood out as a light in a dark place, and 
we as Christians should do the same. We are not Christian believers because we are 
born in England, Scotland or any other country, any more than somebody born in a coal 
mine is a piece of coal; every one of us has to make our own personal decision about 
faith. All I ask from society and the state is that they treat us even-handedly. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/halltext/90311
h0007.htm  
 

col 123   Sarah Teather: …There is a tendency to lump the three recent cases 
together—the woman and her cross at Heathrow, the school receptionist and the praying 
nurse—as if they are all examples of discrimination. What those cases all have in 
common is a complete breakdown between the employer and the employee and a 
tendency to get the whole thing grossly out of proportion in the media. But they are about 
different things. One case is about whether religious symbolism should have a place in 
the public sphere, but the other two cases are, as my hon. Friend the Member for Oxford, 
West and Abingdon (Dr. Harris) said, about the difficulties of defining the boundaries of 
people’s dual roles. Those debates are beyond faith and not only about faith. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/halltext/90311
h0008.htm  
 

col 125WH  Paul Goodman:  …What is making Christians, members of Churches and 
others so nervous? There are three reasons, and I will run through them quickly. First, 
the elephant in the room is violent extremism claimed in the name of Islam. …We 
obviously do not view Islam with hostility …but we must acknowledge that factor, and 
that it has influenced debate in recent years. 
Secondly, aligned with that factor is the rise of fundamentalism. Conservatives have 
nothing against people who want to return to the fundamentals of their faith, but data 
from across the world show that it is generally true that the more liberal elements in 
mainstream religions are not recruiting members and worshippers as rapidly as the more 
fundamentalist streams. Those fundamentalist streams, whether Jewish, Christian or 
Muslim, can have negative aspects. I referred to violent extremism in the name of Islam. 
Some Jews—fortunately, a minority—seem to believe in an enlarged state of Israel that 
would encroach on the life of others. Some Christians in the United States, against that 
country’s traditions, believe in a theocracy. 
 

Col 127  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government (Mr. Iain Wright): Not all those who identify with a faith are regular 
worshippers. Nevertheless, it is fair to say that for a great many people, religious 
background is an integral part of self-identity. …There is also a need for local authorities 
to understand faith communities better, including the fact that they are racially and 
culturally diverse. That has an impact on how local communities manifest their faith. To 
that end, my officials are working with Churches Together in England and other faith 
community representatives to develop and roll out faith literacy training for local 
authorities. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/halltext/90311
h0009.htm  
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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what account her 
Department takes of published anti-Semitic views of individuals seeking to enter the 
United Kingdom in deciding whether to grant entry; and if she will make a statement. 
[261522] 

Mr. Woolas: Where there is clear, reliable evidence that a non British citizen has 
engaged in one or more of a list of unacceptable behaviours, and has not clearly 
and publicly repudiated their previous extremist views or actions, there will be a 
presumption towards exclusion from the UK. The list includes behaviour likely to 
incite racial or religious hatred. Each case will be considered carefully to 
determine whether the evidence provided demonstrates that the person’s actions 
or activities constitute unacceptable behaviour and therefore justify exclusion from 
the UK. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/text/90311w00
12.htm#09031193000009  
 

Higher Education: Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Innovation, Universities and Skills what 
steps his Department is taking to reduce levels of anti-Semitism in universities; and if he 
will make a statement. [263286] 

Mr. Lammy: This Government deplore acts of racial or religious intolerance and 
we are committed to tackling anti-Semitism and any form of racial intolerance. 
Higher education institutions have the primary responsibility for ensuring that their 
students are not subject to threatening or abusive behaviour on campus and 
addressing any complaints received. 
We are committed to encouraging higher education institutions to ensure that 
discrimination has no place in any of their policies or practices and to act swiftly 
when incidents or complaints are brought to their attention. The Department is 
currently in the process of establishing a dedicated sub-group to the Cross 
Government Working Group against anti-Semitism to facilitate discussions 
between the Jewish community and higher education stakeholders. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/text/90311w00
32.htm#09031193000152  
 

Schools: Anti-Semitism 
John Mann: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what 
requests he has received from the Jewish community for additional school security 
measures in the last three months. [261740] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: The Secretary of State received one letter on this issue 
since the beginning of December 2008. This was a letter dated 1 December from 
the Community Security Trust. That letter followed previous exchanges and 
expressed the Trust’s hope that the Department’s Targeted Capital Fund might 
provide additional funding for security at Jewish schools. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090311/text/90311w00
35.htm#09031197000028  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

West Bank 
Viscount Waverley: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have 
made of how many people work in Israeli-controlled businesses in the West Bank. 
[HL1773] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We do not have data detailing the number of people working in Israeli-
controlled businesses in the West Bank. 
We will continue to urge the Israeli Government to freeze all settlement activity 
and immediately dismantle settlement outposts erected since March 2001. My 
right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary reinforced this message during his 
visit in November 2008, and I also did during my visit in December 2008. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90311w0003.htm#0903
1182000295  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel concerning the reduction to three miles of Gaza's 
fishing waters. [HL1709] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): While we have made no specific representations on this issue, we, along 
with our EU partners, continue to press the Israeli Government to reduce their 
restrictions on Gaza to meet humanitarian and reconstruction needs, and also to 
allow Gazans the opportunity to rebuild their economy. My right honourable friend 
the Foreign Secretary reinforced this message during the reconstruction 
conference at Shaim El-Sheikh on 2 March 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90311w0001.htm#0903
1182000274  

 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

London Conference on prevention of arms smuggling to Gaza  
The UK will host an experts’ meeting on preventing the smuggling of weapons to armed 
groups in Gaza at Lancaster House on 13 March.  
The London meeting follows up on the 5 February Copenhagen conference, when 
participants agreed to explore and develop effective measures together with regional 
partners, such as enhancing information sharing, strengthening diplomatic co-operation, 
and reviewing international authorities and mechanisms. The participants in the meeting 
will be Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Norway and the 
USA.  
Ahead of the meeting Foreign Office Minister Bill Rammell said: ‘Tackling the smuggling 
of arms to Gaza is an important element in helping to ensure a lasting ceasefire.  This is 
part and parcel of the elements needed to underpin a durable and sustainable ceasefire.  
We are also working hard on the other elements needed, including the re-opening of the 
crossings into Gaza for all legitimate traffic, not only for humanitarian aid.  Together with 
the £50m we pledged at the Sharm el-Sheikh conference on reconstruction and our 
ongoing efforts to ensure humanitarian access, this demonstrates the UK’s strong 
commitment to the region.’ 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=14725781  
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European Council 

Declaration on possible house demolitions in East Jerusalem 
The EU is deeply concerned about the threat of demolition to approximately 90 houses in 
the Al-Bustan / Silwan area adjacent to the Old City in East Jerusalem. 
If implemented, the demolition would deprive more than 1000 Palestinians of their homes 
and would be the largest destruction of Palestinian houses in East Jerusalem since 1967. 
The EU reminds Israel of its obligations under the Roadmap and international law. 
Demolition of houses in this sensitive area threatens the viability of a comprehensive, just 
and lasting settlement, in conformity with international law. 
The EU urges the Israeli authorities to prevent the demolition of Palestinian houses in 
East Jerusalem. 
 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia* and the former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential 
candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, and the EFTA 
countries Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the European Economic Area, 
as well as Ukraine and Armenia align themselves with this declaration. 
* Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/cfsp/106601.pdf  

 
 
European Institute for Security Studies 

Taking the two-state solution seriously (Alain Dieckhoff) 
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Taking_the_two-state_solution_seriously.pdf  
 
Elections and War: Israel and Gaza (George Joffé) 
http://www.iss.europa.eu/uploads/media/Elections_and_war_Israel_and_Gaza.pdf  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

Public Bill Committee debate 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090310/am/9031
0s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090310/pm/9031
0s01.htm 
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0720311a.29
9-300.html  
 
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090310/pm/90310s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090310/pm/90310s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/072/amend/pbc0720311a.299-300.html
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European Parliament 
Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 
** closes tomorrow 
UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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