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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Question 
T6. [259914]  Mr. Ben Wallace (Lancaster and Wyre) (Con): In a speech to the London 
School of Economics at the end of February, the Secretary of State said: 
“Ministers should be ready to draw a clear ‘dividing line’ between groups which” 
the Government  
“will and will not talk to”. 
She went on to say: 
“There is a need for moral clarity”. 
Will she therefore demonstrate that moral clarity, and join me in seeking from the Home 
Office the banning of the group Hizb ut-Tahrir, which clearly operates outside any core 
values of Britain ? 

Hazel Blears: The hon. Gentleman will know that the activities of Hizb ut-Tahrir 
are kept under extremely close review by the Government. He will also know, 
however, that in order to proscribe a group, it has to be concerned with or involved 
in terrorism. The moral clarity that I absolutely believe we need to have in this area 
is to say that even where groups are not acting illegally, when they promote values 
that seek to undermine the shared values of this country, we seek to engage with 
and to challenge the values that they seek to promote. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090303/debtext/90303-
0003.htm#09030340000022  
 

War Crimes 
Harry Cohen: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what guidance 
she has issued to police forces on steps to be taken following an arrest of a person 
suspected to be guilty of an offence related to the violation of the laws or customs of war; 
and if she will make a statement. [257443] 

Mr. Coaker: Guidance on this issue is a matter for the Metropolitan Police Service 
and the Counter Terrorism Division of the Crown Prosecution Service. They have 
an agreed national protocol in place for the handling of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090303/text/90303w00
05.htm#09030349000030 

TOP 
 

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090303/debtext/90303-0003.htm#09030340000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090303/debtext/90303-0003.htm#09030340000022
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090303/text/90303w0005.htm#09030349000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090303/text/90303w0005.htm#09030349000030


 
2 

 

Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 
Anti-Semitism: West Midlands 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department if she will request 
the Chief Constable of the West Midlands to compile a report on the (a) number and (b) 
location of reported anti-Semitic incidents in the West Midlands since December 2008; 
and if she will make a statement. [256535] 

Mr. Alan Campbell: The Government abhor all forms of hate crime including that 
of anti-Semitism. From April 2008 police forces have been collecting hate crime 
statistics, using the race, faith, disability or homophobic flag to indicate whether an 
offence is considered to be aggravated by these factors. This data is for 
intelligence purposes, to better understand any trends in hate crime and to target 
resources. These will include anti-Semitic hate crime. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090303/text/90303w00
02.htm#09030349000007  

 TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 
UK Parliamentary Questions 

Topical Questions 
T10. [259918] Lindsay Roy (Glenrothes) (Lab): May I ask, in the wake of Gaza, what 
progress my right hon. Friend the Secretary of State has made on arranging the 
engagement of young people to make communities more resilient against violent 
extremism? 

Hazel Blears: My hon. Friend will know that there has been a series of meetings 
involving Ministers from my Department, myself and the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office to try to ensure that we engage young people in particular, 
but the whole community as well. We have also provided additional humanitarian 
relief for reconstruction in Palestine, and there is a conference on reconstruction 
today. At this time, it is vital that as well as involving the Muslim community, we 
say that whatever the events abroad, they are never an excuse for anti-Semitic 
attacks in our country. I know that we have the support of the whole community on 
that. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090303/debtext/90303-
0004.htm  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Ancram: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
whether he has had discussions with his Turkish counterpart on Gaza since the last 
meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos. [260000] 

Caroline Flint: My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary has not discussed 
Gaza with his Turkish counterpart since the World Economic Forum in Davos. 
However, this remains an issue of ongoing concern and we would expect to 
engage with Turkey when the opportunity arises. 
I refer the right hon. Member to the answer I gave on 11 February 2009, Official 
Report, column 2008W. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090303/text/90303w00
08.htm#09030362000021  
The answer to which Caroline Flint refers can be found at 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090211/text/90211w00
09.htm#09021189000030  
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United Nations 

Gaza: after donor conference, aid inflow still restricted, UN says 
Despite calls at yesterday’s donor conference for the unfettered import of aid and 
reconstruction supplies to the combat-battered Gaza strip, Israeli authorities continue to 
block crucial supplies, the United Nations said today. Key crossings remain closed or 
partially closed, reconstruction materials are still prohibited, and restrictions on food 
types, clothing and schoolbooks have been maintained … 
In its update today, OCHA said that violent incidents in and around Gaza have continued 
in the period since 24 February, with seven rockets fired toward Israel and missiles fired 
by Israeli aircraft at tunnels at the Gaza-Egypt border, causing three Palestinian 
casualties. 
To read the full press release see  
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30072&Cr=gaza&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Foreign Affairs 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Human Rights Council opens its annual main session 
The Human Rights Council this week opens its tenth regular session which meets from 2 
to 27 March in Geneva. …“It cannot be overemphasized that it is the duty of states, 
regardless of their political, economic and cultural systems, to promote and protect all 
human rights and all fundamental freedoms and eradicate inequality and discrimination,” 
said the High Commissioner … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/HRCOpensAnnualMainSession.aspx  
 
Reports to the Human Rights Council can be read at 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/10session/reports.htm  
 

these include: 
Mission to Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territory  
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G09/101/87/PDF/G0910187.pdf?OpenElement  
 
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian 
territories occupied since 1967  
not currently available online 
 
Report of the High Commissioner for Human rights on the issue of Palestinian 
pregnant women giving birth at Israeli checkpoints 
not currently available online 
 
Human rights in the occupied Syrian Golan  
not currently available online 
 
Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review - Israel  
not currently available online 
 
Report of the Special Rapporteur on the freedom of religion or belief  
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G09/101/04/PDF/G0910104.pdf?OpenElement  
 
The rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities 
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G09/100/05/PDF/G0910005.pdf?OpenElement  
 

TOP 
 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30072&Cr=gaza&Cr1
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/HRCOpensAnnualMainSession.aspx
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/10session/reports.htm
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G09/101/87/PDF/G0910187.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G09/101/04/PDF/G0910104.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G09/100/05/PDF/G0910005.pdf?OpenElement


 
4 

 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090303m.33
1-337.html  
 
 
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations  ** New or updated 

** closes in 6 days 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
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Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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