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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Rowan Laxton 
Mr. Dismore: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will take disciplinary action against Rowan Laxton in light of his reported comments 
concerning Jewish people and Israel; and if he will make a statement. [257340] 

Gillian Merron: The staff member concerned has been suspended in accordance 
with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office's misconduct procedure and will be 
subject to disciplinary proceedings. Police inquiries are continuing. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0
025.htm#09022737000238  

 
 

European Fundamental Rights Agency 

Anti-Semitism - Summary overview of the situation in the EU 2001-2008    
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/Antisemitism_Update_2009.pdf 
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Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Gaza reconstruction conference: Speech from David Milliband 
We are here because the Gaza conflict  was a disaster for the Palestinian people.  It cost 
1400 lives.  It deepened division between the West Bank and Gaza.  It fuelled despair 
and rage across the region. It exposed the weaknesses of our peace process.  
Our responsibility is not just to rebuild gaza, but to work to prevent further conflict.  So in 
2009 we need to do things differently.  
There must be: 
1. Physical reconstruction in the West Bank and Gaza: visble signs of progress to give 
people hope. 
2. Political reconstruction to give the Palestinian people a single government. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0025.htm#09022737000238
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0025.htm#09022737000238
http://fra.europa.eu/fraWebsite/attachments/Antisemitism_Update_2009.pdf
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3. International engagement of a wholly different order, led by an energised US 
Administration, and energetically backed by the whole international community. 
4. And a convincing peace plan … 
My colleague Douglas Alexander, the British International Development Secretary, 
announced yesterday that of the $500m pledged in Paris in 2008, Britain would dedicate 
$30m for "early recovery" activities in Gaza to add to the $45m extra resources given 
since the Gaza conflict by the UK. … 
Next year the Palestinian people need to be able to turn out and  vote in an election 
where a realistic prospect of statehood is on the table.  If not, then those who claim  
violence  is the answer will find recruitment easy. … 
14 months ago Prime Minister Olmert said that if a Palestinian state was not agreed in a 
year, it would become unrealisable. Today, the goal is further adrift.  Violence, including 
rocket attacks has intensified; settlements have expanded; despair has grown.  … 
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=14324073  
 
Radio 4 interview with David Milliband 
David Milliband …The Gaza crisis of the early part of this year was a symptom of 
political failure and that is why I think it’s so significant that the Obama administration 
have engaged from day one on this Middle East issue.  The truth is that most people 
know the outlines of a solution to the Middle East conflict in terms of a Palestinian state 
that lives according to the 1967 borders alongside Israel, that Jerusalem is the capital of 
both states.  But what we haven’t had is a plan to deliver it. … 
economics certainly needs to be part of the peace, but it can’t be the whole of the peace, 
because in the end you need politics and security as well as economics.  The blockade 
of Gaza is something that UN resolution 1860 called for an end to.  A fundamental part of 
that ceasefire resolution which was proposed by the UK in January at the UN was a curb 
on the flow of arms, illegal arms in to Gaza that then get fired in to Israel, but also a 
comprehensive opening of the crossings so that Palestinian people in Gaza can put their 
lives back together. … 

Interviewer:  The US State Department spokesman, Robert Wood, said today that 
any money that goes in to Gaza will not be channelled through Hamas, it will go 
through Fatah.  But is there any point in that if Fatah doesn’t control Gaza? 

David Milliband:  The point is that they propose to channel it through the Palestinian 
Authority.  Prime Minister Fayad is making a presentation to this conference today which 
shows how the plan that he has worked out with the United Nations can ensure the 
effective delivery of aid.  But of course there is now a requirement on Hamas to drop 
some of the demands that they’re making for the construction of a interim Government in 
the Palestinian Authority covering Gaza and the West Bank.  
The Palestinians are split in a dire way now between Gaza and the West Bank.  That is 
an arrow aimed at the heart of the idea of a viable contiguous Palestinian state.  The 
reunification of Palestinian Authority is an essential part of progress and that requires 
Hamas and Fatah to come together for the creation of an interim technocratic non 
factional Government that can administer humanitarian aid, oversee physical 
reconstruction and prepare for elections that are due next January. 
To read the full transcript of the interview see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=14329732  

 
 

Department for International Development 

Douglas Alexander pledges £30m for recovery in Gaza 
…The UK government will give £30m to help rebuild damaged and destroyed homes, 
schools, and hospitals in Gaza …The money will support the first phase of rebuilding 
Gaza which is still devastated from the recent fighting. It will include the repair of 
essential infrastructure including water, sewage and electricity supplies. Six weeks after 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=14324073
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=14329732
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the conflict ended, many people are still living in temporary housing and over 90% of the 
population require food aid. …The pledge includes a new £20m provision and an 
allocation of £10m from UK support announced in January. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/gaza-recovery-01-03-09.asp  

 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Nuclear Weapons 
Mr. Dai Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what the evidential basis is for the assumption that Israel has nuclear weapons, as set 
out at page 14 of his Department's publication, Lifting the Nuclear Shadow: Creating the 
conditions for abolishing nuclear weapons. [258124] 

Bill Rammell: Information in the public domain, has led to a widely held 
assumption that Israel possesses nuclear weapons, though Israel has always 
refused to either confirm or deny this. The UK has consistently urged Israel to join 
the non proliferation treaty as a non-nuclear weapon state. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0
024.htm#09022737000234  
 

Israel: Press Freedom 
Mr. Sarwar: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will make representations to the government of Israel to lift its restrictions on the activities 
of journalists from the al-Jazeera network. [256246] 

Bill Rammell: We support a free media and have been concerned by Israeli 
restrictions on media organisation, as my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary 
made clear in his statement on 12 January 2009, Official Report, column 21. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0
024.htm#09022737000235  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received allegations of the unauthorised use of ambulances for non-
medical purposes by members of Hamas during Operation Cast Lead; and if he will 
make a statement. [256729] 

Bill Rammell: We have not received substantiated reports of Hamas misuse of 
ambulances, but there have been widespread reports of unacceptable activity by 
Hamas members. We condemn any attack on innocent civilians. UN Security 
Council Resolution 1860, which was proposed by us, was emphatic in its 
condemnation of all violence and hostilities directed against civilians and all acts of 
terrorism. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the number of suicide bomb attacks in Israel for which Hamas 
claimed responsibility between 1994 and 2006; and if he will make a statement. [256735] 

Bill Rammell: According to the Israeli Foreign Ministry, between 1994 and 2006, 
there were 153 suicide attacks committed by Palestinians in Israel. We are unable 
to verify either the total number of attacks or the organisation responsible for 
individual attacks. 
The UK has proscribed the military wing of Hamas as a terrorist group and 
repeatedly condemned attacks targeting civilians. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs if he 
will place in the Library a copy of the briefing note on Operation Cast Lead produced 
jointly by his Department and the Home Office Research and Information Unit; which (a) 
organisations and (b) individuals were consulted prior to drafting the briefing note; who 
drafted the briefing note; for what purpose it was produced; how many copies were 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/gaza-recovery-01-03-09.asp
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0024.htm#09022737000234
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0024.htm#09022737000234
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0024.htm#09022737000235
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0024.htm#09022737000235
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circulated; to whom; at what cost to his Department; what contributions Ministers in his 
Department made to the briefing note; and if he will make a statement. [256736] 

Bill Rammell: The Government worked hard to explain UK policy to interested 
groups throughout the conflict, In addition to public and parliamentary statements, 
my right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary and I have met privately with numerous 
non governmental organisations, Muslim and Jewish community groups and 
parliamentarians. We have also written to many individuals and groups, including 
my letter to all MPs and Peers on 9 January 2009. 
As part of this engagement, Foreign and Commonwealth Office officials drew up 
summaries of our actions, policy, humanitarian efforts and key ministerial 
statements on areas of concern to audiences. These were distributed widely 
across Whitehall and to our embassies and high commissions around the world. 
Research, Information and Communications Unit (RICU) also disseminated them 
to their network. The factsheet evolved as the crisis progressed and continues to 
be updated regularly. I will place a copy of the latest factsheet in the Library of the 
House. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent reports he has received on the government of Israel's estimate of the number of 
civilian Palestinian casualties during Operation Cast Lead; and if he will make a 
statement. [256737] 

Bill Rammell: The Israeli authorities currently estimate that between 1100 and 
1200 Palestinians were killed in Gaza. They estimate that 250 were civilians. 
The UN, based on Palestinian Ministry of Health figures, reports that 
approximately 1,440 Palestinians have been killed since the conflict began, 
including 431 children and 114 women. 

Clare Short: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the implications for UK policy of the advisory opinion of the 
International Court of Justice on the legal consequences of the construction of the wall in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories; and if he will make a statement. [257374] 

Bill Rammell: The Government agree with the conclusion of the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) that the construction of the barrier along the chosen route, 
and its associated regime, is unlawful under international law. 
The Government have consistently made this position clear and supported the UN 
General Assembly Resolution which acknowledged the ICJ advisory opinion on 
the legal consequences of the construction of the barrier in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory. While the advisory opinions of the ICJ are not legally binding, 
and the UK is not obliged under international law to take such diplomatic action, 
we continue to lobby the Government of Israel to ensure that any Israeli barrier is 
routed within Green Line Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0
024.htm#09022737000237  
 
 
Thursday 5 March, House of Lords oral questions (30 minutes allowed for debate) 
Lord Roberts of Llandudno to ask Her Majesty’s Government what steps they propose to 
encourage schools and youth organisations in the United Kingdom to twin with similar 
schools and organisations in Israel and Palestine. 

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-3574 Sandra White: Lloyds Banking Group Blocks Aid to Gaza—That the 
Parliament condemns Lloyds Banking Group for its refusal to clear donations made to 
Interpal, a non-political and non-profit-making British charity that works with international 
funding partners and partners on the ground to provide relief and development aid to 
Palestinians in need; notes that allegations of links with terrorist organisations made by 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0024.htm#09022737000237
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0024.htm#09022737000237
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the BBC’s Panorama programme and the Israeli Government have been rejected by the 
Charity Commission’s investigation; believes that this further calls into question the 
impartiality of the BBC and its reasoning behind its refusal to air the Gaza Crisis appeal 
despite overwhelming public support for this appeal to be aired, and calls on Lloyds 
Banking Group to reverse its decision, explain under what advice it took such a decision 
and for the BBC to conduct an inquiry into how its flagship public affairs programme was 
hijacked in this way. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15928  

 
 

European Commission 

Commission to co-sponsor Palestinian Donors Conference and announces €436 
million ($554 million) to the Palestinians for 2009 
Benita Ferrero-Waldner, European Commissioner for External Relations and 
Neighbourhood Policy, will pledge on 2 March in Sharm El Sheikh (Egypt) €436 million 
($554 million) to the Palestinian people for 2009 at the “Conference in Support of the 
Palestinian Economy for the Reconstruction of Gaza”. …The Commission’s pledge will 
be dedicated to humanitarian aid and early recovery of the Gaza Strip. It will also 
continue supporting the Palestinian Authority in the implementation of the overall 
Palestinian Reform and Development Plan as well as UNRWA’s programmes for the 
benefit of the Palestine Refugees. Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner and Palestinian 
Authority Prime Minister Fayyad will also offer to all donors the PEGASE mechanism to 
channel their assistance to Gaza. … 
PEGASE is the financial mechanism to provide assistance to the Palestinians in close 
cooperation with the Palestinian Authority. This mechanism: 

• provides support for the implementation of the Palestinian Reform and 
Development Plan, 

• is open to European Union and other international donors, and 
• uses different modalities to transfer assistance transparently to the Palestinian 

Authority. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/335&format=HTML&age
d=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en  

 
 

United Nations 

Durable peace must be foundation for rebuilding Gaza, Ban tells donors meeting 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon appealed today to international donors to provide the 
crucial funds needed for Gaza's reconstruction after the recent Israeli offensive, while 
stressing once again the importance of a durable ceasefire and a comprehensive peace 
deal. 
“I call for action now,” Mr. Ban declared before the International Conference on the 
Palestinian Economy and Gaza Reconstruction, taking place in the Egyptian Red Sea 
resort of Sharm el-Sheikh. …The Secretary-General stressed that the first priority must 
be to ensure open crossings, which are vital for aid delivery and to implement social and 
economic programme – the starting point of reconstruction.  …Mr. Ban also emphasized 
the need for Palestinian reconciliation, saying that “without it, we would have to think very 
creatively about how we can implement our recovery plans,” as well as the full 
engagement of a new Israeli government and other key players.  … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30055&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=donor  

TOP 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15928
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/335&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/09/335&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30055&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=donor
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Venezuela: Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the attack on the Tiferet Israel Synagogue in Caracas on 30 
January 2009; and if he will make a statement. [256821] 

Gillian Merron: The attacks on Tiferet Israel Synagogue in Caracas are a 
significant concern. Reports we have received stated that the Synagogue was 
attacked by 15 to 20 armed men and women who ransacked and desecrated the 
building. They also broke into the administration area and stole computers 
containing databases. 
Our ambassador in Caracas has written to the Synagogue’s Rabbi and to the 
Leader of the Jewish Community in Venezuela to express our sympathy and 
solidarity. 
We note the arrest of 11 people accused of the crime. We will continue to monitor 
the situation closely and encourage all to reject anti-Semitism as it is incompatible 
with democratic values. 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent reports he has received on levels of anti-Semitism in Venezuela; and 
if he will make a statement. [256822] 
Gillian Merron: We are concerned by a number of reports of anti-Semitism in 
Venezuela in recent weeks, and welcome the meetings that have taken place 
between the Venezuelan government and the leaders of the Venezuelan Jewish 
community to discuss the situation. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0
025.htm#09022737000249  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

   

** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660227a.23
5-236.html  

 
European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0025.htm#09022737000249
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090227x/text/90227w0025.htm#09022737000249
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660227a.235-236.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/066/amend/pbc0660227a.235-236.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
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Other Relevant Information 

Centre for European Policy Studies 

Ethno-religious Conflict in Europe: Typologies of Radicalisation in Europe's Muslim 
Communities    
http://shop.ceps.be/downfree.php?item_id=1800 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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