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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Places of Religious Worship 
Baroness Warsi: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many places of religious 
worship (a) are currently certified under the Places of Worship Registration Act 1855, 
broken down by faith denomination, and (b) were certified in each of the past five years, 
broken down by faith denomination. [HL1355] 

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of 
Spithead): The Places of Worship Registration Act 1855 provides for places of 
meeting for religious worship to be certified to the Registrar General. Under this 
Act the Registrar General records all places of meeting for religious worship 
certified to him. There are currently 29,774 places of meeting for religious worship 
certified under the Act. These are broken down by denomination as follows: 
 

Roman Catholic 3,663 

Methodist 7,151 

Congregationalist 1,357 

Baptist 3,277 

United Reformed 1,638 

Calvinistic Methodist 1,147 

Brethren 945 
 

 
Salvation Army 896 

Unitarian 175 

Society of Friends 367 

Jehovah's Witness 927 

Other Christian bodies 6237 

Jews 370 

Muslim 837 
 

“Other Christian bodies” includes those who describe themselves as Christian but 
do not designate themselves further. Examples of “other” include Assemblies of 
God, Latter Day Saints, Seventh Day Adventist, Greek Orthodox and Pentecostal. 
During the past five years the following places of meeting for religious worship 
have been certified by denomination: 

To read the lengthy tables see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90225w0002.htm#0902
2592000393  
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90225w0003.htm  

 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90225w0002.htm#09022592000393
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90225w0002.htm#09022592000393
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90225w0003.htm
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Department for Communities and Local Government 

Speech by Hazel Blears: Many Voices: understanding the debate about preventing 
violent extremism 
…There is the obvious danger that we say 'Islamism' but people hear 'Islam' or 'Islamic', 
especially as the word translates poorly into other languages such as Arabic.  …A 
second trap is that to talk of 'Islamism' suggests there is a unified, single movement. …A 
third trap is to assume that all Islamists are terrorists. Some groups specifically oppose 
violence but have religious views which are very conservative and can conflict with other 
values we share in society. Hizb ut-Tahrir, for example, is a party which overtly anti-
democratic, is against the existence of Israel, wants an end to the British state and its 
replacement by a theocracy, but which nonetheless falls short of openly advocating 
violence or terrorism. To lump Hizb ut-Tahrir in with Al-Qaeda is to fail to understand the 
differences between the two, just as it would be intellectually lazy to lump the BNP with 
Combat 18, or the Socialist Workers' Party with the Red Army Faction. But the question 
is the extent to which politically-extreme groups such as Hizb ut-Tahrir contribute to an 
environment which makes violence more acceptable or justifiable, makes individuals 
more susceptible to committing acts of violence, and whether there is a symbiotic 
relationship between groups whose hate is expressed in words, or whose support for 
terrorism or suicide bombing is confined to the Middle East but not Britain, and those 
whose hate is expressed in violent actions. For example the Muslim Brotherhood is not a 
terrorist organisation, but it supports terrorist organisations such as Hamas in Gaza. … 
Prevent is the part of our strategy that goes beyond arrest and surveillance, beyond the 
work of the police and security services. 
I do not for a minute downplay the significance of that work: a great deal of hard work 
has helped foil and forestall planned attacks. 
But security measures are not the whole solution. 
Prevent is about stopping people wanting to commit violence in the first place. … 
We have to have a clear analysis of the methodology of violent extremist groups. One 
aspect of this clarity is an understanding that violent extremists, as well as non-violent 
extremists operate in a clandestine way. They conceal their true aims and objects. They 
use labyrinthine channels of fundraising. For example, five organisers of the Holy Land 
Foundation, a Dallas-based charity, were convicted in American courts last November for 
channeling over $12 million to Hamas. 
They use front organisations, with innocuous-sounding names. This is a political tactic 
that is well-understood and has precedents from across the political spectrum. … 
The left, in particular, must be vigilant. The liberal-left is historically concerned for the 
underdog, for oppressed peoples, for taking a stand against racism and imperialism. It is 
part of our political DNA. The problem today is that these valid concerns can be mutated 
into support for causes and organisations which are fiercely anti-liberal and populated by 
people whose hearts are filled with misogyny, homophobia and Jew-hatred. 
It leads to British democrats who are sickened by the sight of the suffering of the 
Palestinian people allying themselves with people who advocate the violent destruction 
of an entire nation-state, a member of the United Nations, who believe that Jews were 
behind 9/11 and fled the twin towers before the attacks, and who believe there is a global 
conspiracy guiding the world's economy. Strange bedfellows indeed. 
Liberals' pathological fear of being branded 'racist' or 'Islamophobic' can lead to 
ideological contortions: condoning or even forming alliances with groups which are 
socially conservative, homophobic, Anti-Semitic, and violent towards women. … 
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/speeches/corporate/manyvoices  
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Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Schools: Anti-Semitism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families (1) what 
steps the Government is taking to protect Jewish schoolchildren from anti-Semitic attacks 
by other schoolchildren; and if he will make a statement; [256820] 
(2) what assessment he has made of the incidence of (a) bullying and (b) intimidation of 
Jewish students in schools since December 2008; and if he will make a statement. 
[256819] 

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: Schools are under a legal duty to promote race equality 
and it is compulsory for schools to have measures in place to prevent and tackle 
all forms of bullying, whatever the motivation. In March 2006 we published 
specialist guidance on bullying around race, religion and culture which focused on 
preventing and tackling racist and religious bullying in schools and included 
specific material on bullying related to anti-Semitism. We are funding the Anti-
Bullying Alliance and national strategies to ensure the guidance is effectively 
embedded in local authorities and schools, and are monitoring the situation 
closely. 
We have also published a toolkit to help schools contribute to the prevention of 
violent extremism. The toolkit includes advice on how to protect pupils from violent 
extremism, manage risks and respond to incidents locally, nationally or 
internationally that might have an impact on the school community. 
We do not collect data on bullying or incidents of intimidation centrally although we 
are aware that Jewish pupils can be particularly vulnerable to bullying. We intend 
to introduce a new statutory duty on schools to record all incidents of bullying 
between pupils later this year, and will specifically consult on whether schools 
should be obliged to record racist incidents. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090225/text/90225w00
09.htm#09022629000094  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

Westminster Hall debate on Gaza 
Includes 
 

col 135WH  Andy Slaughter (Ealing, Acton and Shepherd's Bush) (Lab): …At the 
time of my hon. Friend’s visit, it was the end of 23 days of the worst violence that has 
been seen in the Gaza strip since 1967. By conservative estimates, it left 1,285 people 
dead, 82 per cent. of whom were civilians. If one excludes police officers from that 
figure—and I do not see why we should—civilians accounted for 70 per cent. of that 
number, 22 per cent. of whom were children. Some 4,336 people were wounded in the 
attacks, 43 per cent. of whom were women and children. Most of those injuries were not 
minor. They were serious injuries that require, in some cases, amputations and long and 
complex medical treatment. That is leaving aside the trauma and the psychological effect 
that many have suffered as a result of living in a very confined position. Many people 
describe Gaza as “the world’s largest prison”, and there was no route of escape during 
the intensive bombardment. About 2,500 homes were destroyed. … The whole civil 
apparatus of Gazan society has been destroyed: 60 police stations, 30 mosques and 29 
schools. More than 120 commercial buildings have been completely destroyed and 200 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090225/text/90225w0009.htm#09022629000094
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090225/text/90225w0009.htm#09022629000094
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partially destroyed. I stood in the ruins of the Parliament building—the Legislative 
Council—and wondered what the purpose was of destroying Gaza’s newly democratic 
institution. When we asked why such acts of wanton destruction had taken place, we 
always heard that it was for the Israelis to explain. 
We visited four hospitals, which had come under varying degrees of attack, at al-Quds, al-
Wafa, al-Hilal and al-Awada. I do not wish to go into detail about the degree of criminality 
involved because it is perhaps not a matter for this debate, but it may be for another 
debate. None the less, it is important to bear in mind the enormity of the offences that 
have been committed by the Israeli defence force—or Israeli occupation force—during 
this time. …such actions may well amount not only to war crimes but to crimes against 
humanity and to ethnic cleansing. The organisations spoke about the targeting of civilians 
in their homes, the use of civilians as human shields, the killing of people in cold blood 
and the targeting of medical staff. …although we have no new Government in Israel at the 
moment, we are anticipating a Government that is far to the right of the Government who 
led the invasion and who may, unfortunately, include racist and fascist elements. …It 
seems to many informed observers—people who are much more informed than me—that 
the Israelis have a strategy to bomb or starve Gaza back into the stone age. The rationale 
is that Israel does not see Gaza as part of a one or two-state solution in the middle east, 
but as something to be parcelled off and got rid of, and to be entirely fenced off from the 
rest of Palestine. 
The people of Gaza are not going to put up with that. … 
 

col 139WH  The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for International 
Development (Mr. Michael Foster): …the humanitarian situation in Gaza remains 
extremely grave. Some 1.4 million people—that is, nearly the entire population—still 
depend on some form of humanitarian aid. Scheduled power cuts of six to eight hours 
occur in most of Gaza every few days, and unscheduled power cuts continue. Some 
50,000 people are without running water, and a further 100,000 receive running water in 
their homes only every seven to 10 days. About 21,000 homes were destroyed or badly 
damaged during the conflict. The United Kingdom focuses on alleviating suffering and 
helping to rebuild the lives of those devastated by the conflict. …The UN has said that 
only 20 to 25 types of relief item are getting into Gaza, out of 4,000 different items 
needed. Items turned away include school textbooks, dates, plastic bags used by the UN 
to distribute food aid and even equipment used to store medical vaccines. In addition, the 
UN estimates that 450,000 litres of fuel are needed daily to operate the Gaza power plant 
at full capacity. The Israeli Supreme Court has ruled the daily humanitarian minimum to 
be 314,000 litres, yet since the ceasefire, only about 260,000 litres have entered Gaza, 
resulting in continuing scheduled and unscheduled power cuts. …since the cessation of 
hostilities, the Israeli authorities have allowed only limited numbers of international aid 
workers into Gaza. Of 178 requests to enter Gaza submitted by international NGO staff 
members in January, only 18 staff members were allowed in by the end of the month. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090225/halltext/90225h
0011.htm#09022570000004  
 

col 142WH The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for International 
Development (Mr. Michael Foster): …The international conference that I mentioned will 
be a first and welcome chance for donors to discuss the opportunities and challenges for 
an early recovery programme and, importantly, to make their pledges. In the longer term, 
full reconstruction will be needed. The World Bank, the European Community and the UN 
will take the lead on a full needs assessment in Gaza, working closely with the Palestinian 
Authority. Donors will need to provide funding. We would, of course, welcome an Israeli 
contribution to reconstruction in Gaza. 
On the breach of international humanitarian law, I remind my hon. Friend that the UN 
Human Rights Council, in its resolution of 12 January, decided to send an international 
fact-finding mission to investigate violations of human rights law and international 
humanitarian law by Israel in Gaza. We will consider the results carefully— 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090225/halltext/90225h
0012.htm  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090225/halltext/90225h0011.htm#09022570000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090225/halltext/90225h0011.htm#09022570000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090225/halltext/90225h0012.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090225/halltext/90225h0012.htm
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Downing Street e-petition 

“We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to support Israel in her war against 
Hamas terrorism in Gaza.” 

Government response: Israel is an important international partner for the UK. We 
fully recognise and respect Israel’s right to security. This is a position that the 
Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary have consistently made clear.  
The UK firmly believes that violence does not hold the key to providing security and 
prosperity for Israelis or Palestinians. The basis for stability in the Middle East must 
be a comprehensive, just, and lasting resolution to the peace process, based on a 
two-state solution involving a secure Israel alongside a viable Palestinian state. 
This will remain a high priority for the Government, and we are encouraged that the 
new US Administration seems determined to pursue the peace process with 
vigour.  

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18408  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee debate 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090224/am/9022
4s01.htm 
and  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090224/pm/9022
4s01.htm 
 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/pbc0090224p.11-17.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0092602m.24
3-249.html  
 
 
  
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee debate 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090224/am/90224
s01.htm 
and 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090224/pm/90224
s01.htm  
 

House of Commons Public Bill Committee Proceedings 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/pbc0070224p.31-37.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0072602m.31
7-323.html  
 

 
 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18408
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090224/am/90224s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090224/am/90224s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090224/pm/90224s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/coroners/090224/pm/90224s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/pbc0090224p.11-17.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0092602m.243-249.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0092602m.243-249.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090224/am/90224s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090224/am/90224s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090224/pm/90224s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmpublic/policing/090224/pm/90224s01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/pbc0070224p.31-37.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0072602m.317-323.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0072602m.317-323.html
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European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 
Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 
Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
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