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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel 
David Taylor (North-West Leicestershire) (Lab/Co-op): What assessment he has 
made of the implications of the outcome of the general election in Israel for UK policy in 
the region; and if he will make a statement. [257913] 

The Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs (David 
Miliband): The composition of the next Israeli Government is not yet clear. 
However, at the earliest opportunity, the UK will engage with Israel’s new 
Government on the important task of reinvigorating a serious political dialogue 
aimed at establishing a lasting and just regional peace between Israel and its 
neighbours. Working with and supporting all parties in their efforts to reach that 
goal will remain a central tenet of the UK’s policy in the region. 

David Taylor: With right-wing religious nationalists now vying for control of the Knesset, 
there appears to be little prospect of peace for the families and friends of the 1,300 
Gazans killed and 5,500 injured by Israeli military operations before and during the 
recent general election campaign. Does my right hon. Friend agree that Hamas’s rocket 
attacks on Israel can no longer be accepted by our Government or the international 
community as justification for the Israeli Government’s criminal actions in the slaughter 
and maiming of innocent Palestinian citizens? 

David Miliband: I think that the prospects for peace probably seem very remote 
for a large number of people in the middle east, which is a reason for us to 
redouble our efforts to secure that peace. On the second part of my hon. Friend’s 
question, it is very important that we condemn all loss of innocent civilian life on 
any side. We should not get into the business of justifying one set of civilian losses 
because of another. A vital part of our work and, critically, the work of the new US 
Administration, is to try to build a durable peace that is in the interests of Israelis 
and Palestinians alike. 

Mr. Anthony Steen (Totnes) (Con): Is the Foreign Secretary aware that Israel is one of 
the most advanced countries in the world in tackling human trafficking? The number of 
convictions of traffickers is up and the amount of compensation paid to victims and the 
amount of legislation on the statute book are increasing. Will he take a lead from the 
Israeli Government and see that all embassies with which we have visa arrangements 
have leaflets explaining to people applying for visas that they should be aware of the 
dangers of human trafficking? 

David Miliband: I was not aware of Israel’s record in that regard, and I shall 
certainly find out our own practice in that area. The work against human trafficking 
brings together all civilised people, and if there is anything that we have to learn 
from the Israeli approach, we will certainly do so. 

Mr. Andy Slaughter (Ealing, Acton and Shepherd's Bush) (Lab): I have just come 
back from Gaza, where I saw whole business districts, villages, hospitals and schools 
that had been systematically razed to the ground by a Government of the centre left, as 
we are now told to call them. The prospects for progress on peace and other matters 
being made by a Government of the far right seem unlikely without pressure from this 
Government and their international partners. What does my right hon. Friend believe 
those pressures should be? 

David Miliband: The picture that my hon. Friend paints of the situation in Gaza 
was confirmed to me by Senator Kerry, whom I met on Sunday and who had also 
recently been in Gaza. He painted a picture of extreme devastation right across 
Gaza. As I said, there is not yet a Government in Israel, but the most significant 
thing is that in the latter part of last year, we were talking in the House about the 
importance of the new US Administration engaging on middle east issues from 
day one, which has indeed happened. 
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I will be in Sharm el Sheikh on Monday with Secretary Clinton at the donors 
conference, talking about not just the narrow issues of humanitarian aid and 
reconstruction but the wider political issues that are raised. I will be in Cairo later 
today, where I will certainly take up those wider political issues. Those are the key 
points that need to be on the table for any Government who emerge in Israel. 

Sir Patrick Cormack (South Staffordshire) (Con): Will the Secretary of State and Mrs. 
Clinton, when they are together next week, make it quietly but firmly plain to those who 
aspire to power in Israel, first, that indiscriminate slaughter is not an acceptable 
instrument of policy and, secondly, that a two-state solution is the only viable solution to 
middle eastern problems? 

David Miliband: The hon. Gentleman is right to emphasise the importance of 
restating a commitment to a two-state solution. It is fair to say that it is an indicator 
of how dangerous the situation is that the mere repetition of that commitment is in 
itself important. At this time, it is very important to keep on the table the 
commitment to a two-state solution, especially by the United States, given that the 
division between Gaza and the west bank currently threatens the very heart of the 
idea of a contiguous and viable Palestinian state. 

Mr. Mark Hendrick (Preston) (Lab/Co-op): My hon. Friend the Member for Ealing, 
Acton and Shepherd's Bush (Mr. Slaughter) made the point that a Government of the 
centre left could not find a road to peace, and it seems likely that we will have a 
Government of the right in Israel shortly. The Foreign Secretary has made it plain that he, 
along with the international community, wishes to redouble his efforts to try to get a 
settlement and agreement in the region. How optimistic is he, given the clear political 
obstacles that the composition of the new Government presents? 

David Miliband: The situation on the ground means that anyone who claims to be 
optimistic at the moment is not engaging with the facts. It is not an optimistic, but a 
dangerous moment. The dangers mean that not only European countries and the 
United States, but—critically—countries throughout the Arab world, as well as 
Israel, have to peer into the abyss of the idea of a two-state solution disappearing. 
That is dangerous for Israel and for the whole Arab world. It is one reason for my 
putting such stress in the past six months on the Arab peace initiative, which offers 
not only a two-state solution, but the prospect of 23 states—Israel and 22 states of 
the Arab League—normalising relations with each other on the back of the 
creation of a Palestinian state. That regional approach is essential at this time. 

Mr. David Lidington (Aylesbury) (Con): Does the Foreign Secretary agree that Israel is 
entitled to insist that the Palestinians and the wider Arab world accept her right to exist? 
Does he also accept that, when Israeli political leaders talk about refusing to 
countenance a Palestinian state or make promises about expanding illegal settlements, 
that undercuts the position of every Arab leader who is genuinely committed to peace? 

David Miliband: Yes, it is important—I hope that it is noted—that, in all parties in 
the House, there is an absolute commitment to the centrality of Israel at the 
foundation of a stable middle east and to the fact that Israel, never mind the 
Palestinians, will have safety and justice with the creation of a Palestinian state. It 
is significant that, across the United Kingdom political spectrum, every party is 
committed to the goal of a safe Israel alongside a viable Palestinian state in a 
region that benefits from that co-existence. I think that the cross-party commitment 
to using all Britain’s assets to further that goal is widely welcomed, and it is 
something that I carry with me as I travel in the region. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/debtext/90224-
0001.htm#09022444000015  
 

Gaza 
Mrs. Linda Riordan (Halifax) (Lab/Co-op): What recent discussions he has had with his 
international counterparts on peacekeeping initiatives for the Gaza strip. [257920] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Bill Rammell): The 
Foreign Secretary and I this morning met special envoy Mitchell to discuss Gaza 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/debtext/90224-0001.htm#09022444000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/debtext/90224-0001.htm#09022444000015
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and the middle east. We reiterated the UK’s determination to support the 
ceasefire, both by helping to stop arms smuggling into Gaza and by pressing the 
Israeli Government to open the crossings. The Foreign Secretary will be leading 
the UK delegation to the Gaza reconstruction conference in Egypt on Monday. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/debtext/90224-
0002.htm#09022444000021  
 

Mrs. Riordan: When I recently visited Palestine with the Halifax Friends of Palestine 
group I saw for myself the atrocities being committed against the people there; day after 
day, they are terrorised, homes are demolished, concrete walls are built, which prevent 
children from going to school, and innocent lives are lost. Will the Minister reassure me 
that he is doing everything he can, working with his international counterparts, to protect 
the Palestinians and their land, and to find a swift and peaceful solution? 

Bill Rammell: I say to my hon. Friend, who takes a real interest in these issues, 
that there has clearly been an unacceptable loss of innocent civilian life. The 
reality is that we have been at the forefront of efforts to press for a ceasefire, 
including by leading the way at the United Nations Security Council. We are 
strongly supporting efforts to stop arms smuggling into Gaza and we are strongly 
pressing the Israeli Government to open the crossings. However, peace will 
ultimately be secured by the actions of Hamas, on the one hand, and the 
Government of Israel, on the other. 

Michael Fabricant (Lichfield) (Con): Is it not the case that Hamas continues to store 
arms in schools, mosques and civilian areas? The arms are clearly still getting through. 
Does not the international community have a role to play in stopping things being 
smuggled from Egypt and in assisting the Egyptian authorities in ensuring that the 
tunnels are maintained? [Interruption.] 

Bill Rammell: I get the point. The hon. Gentleman is right to say that unless we 
tackle both sides of this we will not get the security and the peaceful solution that 
people seek. That is why we, in concert with other international partners, are doing 
everything possible to support the Egyptian efforts to tackle smuggling across the 
borders. We have also, in our own right, made an offer of naval assistance, and 
that, too, might be able to make a contribution. 

Richard Burden (Birmingham, Northfield) (Lab): My hon. Friend has indicated that the 
Government will pursue, with vigour, the interception of arms going into Gaza—such 
arms could threaten Israeli civilians. Could he say precisely what action is being taken to 
ensure the protection of Palestinian civilians from Israeli attack? 

Bill Rammell: We led the way at the UN Security Council to obtain the ceasefire 
that has been achieved, fragile though it is, and we have consistently made it 
abundantly clear that there has been an unacceptable loss of innocent civilian life 
and that that has to stop. We need to provide security, not only for the 
Palestinians, but for the Israelis in southern Israel. 

Sarah Teather (Brent, East) (LD): I have just returned from an all-party group visit to 
Gaza, where we witnessed the aftermath of the total destruction of the village of Izbit 
Abed Rabbo, east of Jabalia, and the consequences of white phosphorus attacks on a 
children’s centre and music school. In his statement to the House on 12 January, the 
Foreign Secretary said that he wanted to see an investigation into such abuses. What 
are the Government doing to ensure that such an investigation takes place? 

Bill Rammell: We have made our view clear and we have also supported the UN 
Secretary-General’s calls for such investigations into abuses of international 
humanitarian law. We are certainly concerned about reports on the way in which 
white phosphorus ammunition has been used in Gaza, and we have made our 
concerns abundantly clear to the Government of Israel. 

Mrs. Sharon Hodgson (Gateshead, East and Washington, West) (Lab): In light of a 
report published by Amnesty International on 10 February detailing extra-judicial 
executions carried out by Hamas, does my hon. Friend agree that there is an urgent 
need for the Palestinian Authority to have a presence in Gaza in order to restore the rule 
of law? 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/debtext/90224-0002.htm#09022444000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/debtext/90224-0002.htm#09022444000021
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Bill Rammell: I agree with my hon. Friend. President Abbas is the elected leader 
of all Palestinians, and I very much hope that next week’s reconstruction 
conference in Egypt will be able to discuss, among other things, in what way the 
Palestinian Authority can be involved in the reconstruction of Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/debtext/90224-
0003.htm  
 

Gaza 
Mrs. Hodgson: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the political situation in Gaza. [257922] 

Gillian Merron: The political situation is undoubtedly complex. Our first priority is 
to ensure the Gaza population receives humanitarian aid and reconstruction 
materials, and so we have made available £26.8 million for the relief operation and 
are pressing Israel to open the crossings more fully. The Egyptian efforts to 
embed the ceasefire and to bridge the divide in Palestinian politics are at the heart 
of improving the political situation. We strongly support their efforts. I am travelling 
to Cairo today to discuss Gaza—as well as other issues—with Egypt. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/text/90224w00
01.htm#09022524000008  
 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Laura Moffatt: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent assessment he has made of the political situation in Gaza. [257930] 

Bill Rammell: The political situation is undoubtedly complex. Our first priority is to 
ensure the Gaza population receives humanitarian aid and reconstruction 
materials, and so we have made available £26.8 million for the relief operation and 
are pressing Israel to open the crossings more fully. The Egyptian efforts to 
embed the ceasefire and to bridge the divide in Palestinian politics are at the heart 
of improving the political situation. We strongly support their efforts. I am travelling 
to Cairo today to discuss Gaza—and other issues—with Egypt. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/text/90224w00
02.htm#09022524000025  
 

EU: Israel Association Agreement 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government when the upgrade of the European 
Union—Israel agreement will next be discussed. [HL917] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): Work on the new agreement to succeed the current EU-Israel Action 
Plan is being taken forward by the European Commission, the presidency and 
Israel. These discussions have been delayed by the events in Gaza. There is no 
formal timetable going forward, but we expect discussions to resume shortly. Once 
the Commission, presidency and Israel have made progress on the detail, there 
will be further discussion between Member States. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0001.htm#0902
2481001041  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they have 
made to the Government of Israel to seek an extension of fishing limits for fishermen in 
Gaza. [HL914] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): While we have made no specific representations on this issue, we, along 
with our EU partners, continue to press the Israeli Government to reduce their 
restrictions on Gaza to meet humanitarian and reconstruction needs, and also to 
allow Gazans the opportunity to rebuild their economy. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether the quartet has raised or will 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/debtext/90224-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/debtext/90224-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/text/90224w0001.htm#09022524000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/text/90224w0001.htm#09022524000008
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/text/90224w0002.htm#09022524000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/text/90224w0002.htm#09022524000025
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0001.htm#09022481001041
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0001.htm#09022481001041
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raise with the Government of Israel the question of access to Gaza for building materials. 
[HL1024] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: The quartet representative has raised and will continue to 
raise with the Government of Israel the issue of allowing building materials in to 
Gaza to allow for the urgent reconstruction of homes and infrastructure. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they are making to 
the Government of Israel concerning its role in restoring destroyed and damaged houses 
in Gaza, together with impaired education and health services; and whether they will 
draw attention to the sewerage situation and its impact on Gaza and Israel. [HL1079] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: We would welcome an Israeli contribution to the wider 
reconstruction effort. The most essential Israeli action that we continue to press for 
is the immediate free and unhindered passage of humanitarian aid, construction 
materials and the staff of UN agencies and international non-governmental 
organisations through the Gaza crossings. 

Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many people are in 
emergency shelters in Gaza; and how many are without water or power or both. 
[HL1084] 
To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the ease of 
movement of goods into Gaza. [HL1085] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: The number of truckloads of aid permitted to enter Gaza 
daily by the Israeli authorities remains insufficient, and humanitarian organisations 
continue to face serious restrictions to enter Gaza. The UK along with the 
international community will continue to call for the full opening of the crossings 
into and out of Gaza. 

Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have 
made of the opening by Israel of border crossings into Gaza. [HL1086] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: The number of truckloads of aid permitted to enter Gaza 
daily by the Israeli authorities remains insufficient, and humanitarian organisations 
continue to face serious restrictions to enter Gaza. The UK along with the 
international community will continue to call for the full opening of the crossings 
into and out of Gaza. 

Baroness Northover: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have 
made of the short- and long-term supply of electricity, water, sewerage and sanitation in 
Gaza. [HL1088] 

Lord Brett: The latest UN assessment found that the Gaza power plant still does 
not receive enough fuel to operate at full capacity and much of the Gaza Strip 
continues to receive only intermittent electricity. 
On 9 February, the UN reported on that 50,000 to 100,000 people were without 
running water and 15 per cent of the population received running water in their 
homes only every five or six days. Even before the crisis 80 per cent of drinking 
water in Gaza did not meet international standards for human consumption. 
Gaza's water and wastewater system is in need of significant repairs which are 
estimated to cost approximately $6 million. 
The United Nations (UN) reported on 9 February that three UN shelters remained 
open in Jabalia, Beach Camp and Deir Al Balah, hosting 388 displaced people. 
With regard to longer-term needs, the World Bank, United Nations Development 
Programme and European Community, working closely with the Palestinian 
Authority, will take the lead in co-ordinating international efforts on reconstruction. 
They are currently planning a full needs assessment which is expected to last two 
to three months. This will include a full assessment of needs for electricity, water 
and sanitation. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they will hold with the 
government of France with a view to including Hamas in a government of national unity 
covering all Palestinian Territories. [HL1101] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: We support Egyptian efforts to work with President Abbas 
to reunite Palestinian politics and ensure the authority of the Palestinian Authority 
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runs throughout the Palestinian Territories. However, the quartet has made clear 
that Hamas needs to make significant movement towards rejecting violence, 
accepting Israel's right to exist, and recognising previous agreements. We discuss 
these issues frequently with France and other partners. 

Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will seek access by sea to 
Gaza for imports and exports, if supplies transported by road prove to be insufficient. 
[HL1123] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: We have no reason to believe that sea-borne access to 
Gaza is any more straightforward than access by land. So we will continue to 
press the Israeli Government to allow full access. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what is their response to the call by 80 
members of the British Jewish community in a letter to the Guardian on 10 January for a 
programme of boycott, divestment and sanctions against Israel after the recent military 
action in Gaza. [HL1260] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: We believe divestment, sanctions and boycotts directed at 
Israel would be counterproductive. Isolation of Israel would advance neither 
Britain's influence nor the prospects for peace in the Middle East. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they will make to 
the Government of Israel about any civilians who have been blinded by the recent 
military action in Gaza. [HL1261] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: We have no plans to make specific representations on this 
issue. But we have been very clear that we condemn any attack on innocent 
civilians. UN Security Council Resolution 1860, which was proposed by the UK, 
was emphatic in its condemnation of all violence and hostilities directed against 
civilians and all acts of terrorism. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0002.htm#0902
2481001044  
 

West Bank 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
to the Government of Israel with a view to reducing the number of illegal Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank, in line with assurances given by Israeli Ministers three 
years ago to the United Kingdom and the European Union. [HL1102] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): The UK's position has been consistently clear: settlements are illegal and 
their expansion is an obstacle to the peace process. 
We frequently raise this issue, including during my right honourable friend the 
Foreign Secretary's visit in November, and the visit of my right honourable friend 
the Minister of State, Bill Rammell, in December. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will make representations 
to the Government of Israel about the number of Palestinian residents in the West Bank 
being attacked by Israeli settlers. [HL1103] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: The Israeli Government, including the Prime Minister, have 
condemned the violence carried out by the settlers against Palestinian civilians 
and also Israeli military personnel. 
While we welcome this, my right honourable friend the Foreign Secretary raised 
the issue with Defence Minister, Ehud Barak on 20 October. My right honourable 
friend the Minister of State, Bill Rammell, visited Hebron in December to get a first 
hand appreciation of the problem. We will continue to raise our concerns. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they are aware of any current 
settlement expansion by the Israeli authorities in the West Bank. [HL1265] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: We are aware that settlements continue to grow in the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem. We are very concerned about this expansion and 
have made repeatedly clear that we regard it as unacceptable and illegal. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0008.htm#0902
2481001093  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0002.htm#09022481001044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0002.htm#09022481001044
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0008.htm#09022481001093
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0008.htm#09022481001093
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Israel 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they have received any 
representations from members of the public expressing concern for the future viability of 
the state of Israel. [HL1262] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We receive a great deal of correspondence from members of the public 
expressing concern about the current situation in the Middle East. Since the Gaza 
crisis began we have received more than 1,800 letters. We do not hold statistics 
on how many concern the viability of Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0005.htm#0902
2481001059  
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
contribution the current review of the European Union—Israel Association Agreement will 
make to the achievement of genuine peace between Israel and Palestine. [HL522] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): Achieving such peace is a key objective of UK and EU policy. It is at the 
heart of our relations with Israel—and others in the region. We expect the new EU-
Israel Association Agreement to provide further opportunities to work with Israel to 
secure such peace. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
implications for the quartet's Middle East envoy, Tony Blair, of the appointment of 
Senator George Mitchell. [HL1263] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: The UK welcomes the appointment of Senator Mitchell. We 
do not see any implication for the role of Tony Blair, who focuses on improving the 
day to day life of Palestinians. We look forward to working with both Senator 
Mitchell and Tony Blair to make real progress towards peace in 2009. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0005.htm#0902
2481001060  
 

Middle East Peace Process 
Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what assessment they have made of the 
views of the new Government of the United States in respect of Middle East peace. 
[HL1098] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): We welcome President Barack Obama's commitment to pursue peace in 
the Middle East immediately. We will seek to work with the new Government of the 
United States to deliver such a peace. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will bring to the attention of 
President Obama the 46 vetoes exercised by previous governments of the United States 
since 1968 in relation to United Nations Security Council Resolutions about the Occupied 
Territories. [HL1099] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: We welcomed US support in December for UN Security 
Council Resolution 1850 which set out the vision of a two-state solution. We will 
work closely with the Obama Administration, including at the UN, to work to create 
an independent Palestinian state living alongside a secure Israel. 

Lord Dykes: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they will take within the 
appropriate framework to enhance contacts with Hamas to assist the long-term peace 
process in the Middle East. [HL1100] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: We do not believe it is productive to talk to Hamas directly 
until it makes significant movement towards the quartet principles of rejecting 
violence, accepting Israel's right to exist and recognising previous agreements. 
The Arab League has mandated Egypt to communicate with Hamas. We are in 
regular contact with both the Arab League and Egypt. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0005.htm#0902
2481001062  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0005.htm#09022481001059
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0005.htm#09022481001059
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0005.htm#09022481001060
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0005.htm#09022481001060
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0005.htm#09022481001062
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224w0005.htm#09022481001062
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Downing Street e-petition 

We the undersigned petition the Prime Minister to clearly urge Israeli government to 
allow the free travel of sick palestininans and their supporting families members for life-
saving treatments.” 

Government response: We are very concerned about the humanitarian situation 
in Gaza, which was already severe before the current crisis began. Despite the 
ceasefire, access for humanitarian agencies continues to be a major challenge.  
The UK has repeatedly pressed Israel to ease its restrictions on the Gaza 
crossings, and particularly for the sick and those in need of immediate medical 
assistance. We urge all parties to respect their obligations, and to ensure the safe 
and unimpeded passage of humanitarian aid to Gaza and we will continue to do 
everything we can to ensure that humanitarian agencies have full and safe access 
to provide help to those who need it.  The international community is also moving 
quickly to carry out an urgent needs assessment, so that the slow process of 
rebuilding Gaza can start.  The Government will work closely with all its 
international partners in these efforts. 
The UK has recently announced an additional pledge of up to £20 million for 
humanitarian needs in Gaza, bringing the UK’s response to the crisis in Gaza to 
nearly £27 million. The UK also provides long-term support to the Palestinian 
people, and in December 2007 pledged £243 million in aid over three years.  
There is no question that current events in Gaza require urgent attention and 
action. In the long term, however, the basis for stability in the Middle East must be 
a comprehensive, just, and lasting resolution to the peace process, based on a 
two-state solution involving a secure Israel alongside a viable Palestinian state. 
We will work with President Obama to pursue the peace process with vigour. 
Events in Gaza are a tragic reminder of the importance of progress on the peace 
process. 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18331  
 

 

Department for International Development 

Newsletter on UK Aid to the Occupied Palestinian Territories 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/palestinian-newsletter-feb09.pdf  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-3519 Christine Grahame: Arms Embargo of Israel and Gaza—That the 
Parliament welcomes the publication of the Amnesty International report examining 
foreign arms supplies to Israel and Gaza; notes with concern the evidence produced by 
Amnesty International that UK exports of conventional military equipment to Israel 
increased in the four year period from 2004 to £10.4 million and that UK exports almost 
doubled in the last year for which there are figures, further notes the failure of the UK 
Government to end-use-monitor components licensed for export to Israel from UK 
companies, and supports Amnesty International’s call for a complete and immediate 
arms embargo of Israel and Gaza in order to end any future war crimes through the use 
of weapons sourced from and supplied by the United Kingdom and other EU countries. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15865  
 

TOP 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18331
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/palestinian-newsletter-feb09.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15865
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliament Debate 

House of Lords: Human Rights: Religious Belief 
Includes 
 

col 178 Baroness Cox: …many people argue that freedom of religion and belief should 
be given greater weight in British foreign policy. Unlike the US State Department, which 
has an entire department dedicated to freedom of religion and belief, the Foreign Office 
has only one person in its human rights team responsible for this issue, along with other 
human rights concerns. I therefore ask the Minister whether Her Majesty’s Government 
will give serious consideration to responding positively to this proposal, perhaps by the 
appointment of a special envoy for freedom of religion and belief. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224-
0011.htm#09022472000227  
 

col 179  Lord Macdonald of Tradeston: …the Foreign and Commonwealth Office has a 
Freedom of Religion Panel, with a membership of more than 60 non-governmental 
organisations, including representatives of Jewish, Muslim, Sikh, Hindu, Buddhist and 
Christian groups. This panel advises the FCO on matters such as commemorating the 
25th anniversary of the UN’s Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance 
and Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. “Religion or belief” is the phrase 
deliberately crafted to include the non-religious. I am told that there is still no place on 
this FCO panel for humanist organisations that would certainly command much wider 
support among British citizens than many minority religions. We come in peace. Will the 
Minister encourage the FCO to bring the British Humanist Association on board? 
 

col 181  Lord Bates: …religious freedom is part of the process of preventing conflict. 
Indeed, much civil conflict has at its root a conflict about religious freedom. Therefore, if 
one tackles and upholds that, one also improves the possibility of reducing conflict. 
 

col 182  Lord Roberts of Llandudno: …History is scarred with instances of persecution 
and intolerance. Every generation has looked at others and said, “They are different from 
us, so they are people to be afeared and oppressed”. In New Testament times—we can 
go back even further if need be—there was new teaching in Galilee. That of course met 
with opposition. It was a threat to traditional religion and the stability of Roman rule. The 
Crucifixion can be regarded as much as a political act as a religious one. It stoked up the 
hostility of both sections of the community. It is when there is a mingling of politics and 
religion that we sometimes get the greatest measure of intolerance and it is often difficult 
to find who is responsible. Was it political or religious first? You have to try to fathom 
where the real truth lies. 
Some cruelties such as the Inquisition, pograms suffered by Jewish people, direct 
persecution and the crusades to a large extent were aimed at conversion from one faith 
to another or even just to eliminate people of another faith, as we know happened in 
Hitler’s Germany. We look at that and sometimes have to admit that the church has been 
unhelpful and the cause in many ways of wars, disputes and suffering. For that, we all 
share a great feeling of sadness and a conviction that this should not have happened. 
However, we cannot say that all wars start with the church. The two major dictators of 
our time were Stalin and Hitler. One was anti-Semitic and caused the massive Holocaust 
in Europe. The other was an atheist, and we saw the terrible consequences of his 
atheism in Russia and other parts of Europe. So here we face not religious causes, but 
political, territorial and tribal ones. People are trampled and destroyed regardless of any 
faith they might or might not hold. Pastor Niemoller—I will not repeat his whole 
quotation—instances the destruction of trade unionists, Gypsies and homosexuals as 
well as Jewish people. Whatever their faith and status, they were to be trampled upon 
and destroyed. 
 

col 184  The Lord Bishop of Chichester: …It would, I suppose, be unrealistic not to 
mention in this debate the situation of Christians in the Holy Land and elsewhere in the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224-0011.htm#09022472000227
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224-0011.htm#09022472000227
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Middle East. In places where different faiths have coexisted for centuries we see the 
rapid attrition of the Christian church in its ancestral homelands. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224-0012.htm  
 

col 188  Lord Wallace of Saltaire: …Lady Cox, in opening the debate, gave a long list of 
examples of religious persecution, discrimination and disadvantage, and the list could 
have been a great deal longer. I was talking to an Israeli diplomat this morning, who 
reminded me that part of the reason for the rise of Avigdor Lieberman’s party is that there 
is no such institution as civil marriage in Israel. You can have a Muslim marriage or a 
Jewish marriage, but if you want to have a civil marriage you must leave Israel and come 
back with a certificate from another country. 
 

col 191  Lord Astor of Hever: … more must be done to protect those particularly at 
threat from religiously motivated attacks. Recent events in Israel and Gaza have led to a 
sharp increase in the number of anti-Semitic incidents. I look forward to hearing from the 
Minister the Government's response to the recommendations made in the report to the 
all-party inquiry into anti-Semitism. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224-0013.htm  

 
 

UK Parliamentary Question 

UN Counter-racism Strategies 
1John Mann: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the international effectiveness of strategies to counter 
racism adopted by the United Nations and its agencies. [257933] 

Gillian Merron: The Government have not made a formal assessment of the 
effectiveness of the strategies to counter racism adopted by the UN and its 
agencies. We do however believe that some of the UN's mechanisms related to 
combating racism are making a real contribution to that goal. In particular, we 
attach importance to the International Convention on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination, and the work of its Committee. We remain concerned that some 
other UN processes created to address racism—notably the follow-up 
mechanisms of the Durban World Conference against Racism—are currently 
proving less effective. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/text/90224w00
01.htm#09022524000014  

 
 

United Nations 

Durban Conference: newsletter issue 4 
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/newsletter4.shtml 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090224.241
-242.html  
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224-0012.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90224-0013.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/text/90224w0001.htm#09022524000014
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090224/text/90224w0001.htm#09022524000014
http://www.un.org/durbanreview2009/newsletter4.shtml
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090224.241-242.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090224.241-242.html
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** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070224.313
-316.html  

 
 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

TOP 
 

 

 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 

UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 

Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 

All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 

Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 

Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
 

Scottish Government (closes 22 May 2009) 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf  
 

Tackling race inequalities: A discussion document (closes 18 May) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf  

TOP 
 

 

The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070224.313-316.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070224.313-316.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn12_040209.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn12_040209.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn14_120209.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn14_120209.cfm
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?lang=en
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectinganimals/?lang=en
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectinganimals/?lang=en
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/261684/0078278.pdf
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1155456.pdf
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