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Home Affairs 

Scotland Office 

Scottish Secretary and Scotland’s faith leaders sign declaration to encourage voter 
turnout in European Parliament elections  
The Secretary of State for Scotland along with leaders and representatives of Scotland’s 
main faith communities today urged communities to turn out to vote in the European 
Parliament elections on 4 June this year given poor turn out in past elections and amid 
fears that extremist parties could win a greater share of the vote and become the focus of 
greater attention.    
Jim Murphy MP, Secretary of State for Scotland, who had the support of the Scottish 
Council of Jewish Communities, the Head of the Catholic Church in Scotland, the 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church Scotland, and Glasgow Central 
Mosque said  …" 
Voter turn out in the UK in the last European elections was below the average for the 
European Union as a whole, and following a survey undertaken last year, 32% of people 
in the UK said they would “definitely not vote” in the June 2009 elections compared with 
14% across the EU as a whole.   
 “This is very worrying as it sometimes happens that when the majority don’t vote, 
extremist parties can have a disproportionately large influence. This would be extremely 
damaging for Scotland, particularly given great efforts by many in recent years to build 
community cohesion.   
 “‘All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is for good people to do nothing’ so we are 
urging people to exercise their right to vote on 4 June …" 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.scotlandoffice.gov.uk/our-communications/release.php?id=3756  
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Community Relations 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

London Conference on Combating Antisemitism 
Speech by Lord Malloch-Brown 
…I am constantly struck by the fact that this conference should be unnecessary because 
it’s a terrible comment on our times that we should be meeting now in 2009 on the 
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subject of anti-Semitism.  An extraordinary, in a sense thing to reflect on that after the 
history of the Twentieth Century this should still be necessary …this conference is much 
more timely than probably John and I had any expectation it would be when we were first 
invited to speak and that’s because of the dramatic rise in anti-Semitic incidents that 
occurred here in the UK and elsewhere in Europe following the Israeli campaign in 
Gaza.  
We saw during that period the greatest increase, we had some two hundred and fifty 
incidents reported, many of them not serious, but some significantly serious, including 
attacks on Jewish synagogues, communities and organisations.  And of course that does 
remind us about in a sense everybody on all sides of this argument seems to have huge 
difficulty in separating Israel as a state and its political agenda from the broader issue of 
Jews living here or elsewhere, in fact merger of two, you know that sort of a symbiotic 
relationship which keeps on flaring up the embers of what one would otherwise hoped 
would have been a cold and dead piece of history of which we could all be ashamed, but 
which probably we would move on. … 
something which is very much in the minds of many of you today, this issue of the 
Durban Review Conference which was an earlier challenge to how we make the right 
policies work in practice.  I understand last night Mr Frattini indicated that Italy was very 
close to withdrawing on the process.  But let me just say this, we’re not there yet and we 
sought to co-ordinate very closely with the new administration in Washington and that the 
US indicated yesterday that it was going to engage in the Durban process. 
And we will work with the US to try and make sure that we get a good outcome, but we 
are extremely clear we can not get a fair and balanced (indistinct) we will withdraw. … 
we’ve got to acknowledge if we’re truly to tackle anti-Semitism, that the politics in the 
Middle East has sadly once again breathed life in to this whole beast.  So our task is a 
fundamentally political one.  
In this room I’m sure you have views of Israel’s foreign policy and the point really is that 
we’ve got to look at these utterly separate issues.  Israel has, as a nation state, an 
absolute right to do what it believes is its best strategy of self defence.  And it’s right of 
others to tell them if we think it’s not the right strategy and that there is a much better way 
to secure peace with its neighbours.  But that’s the debate between states which is a 
perfectly legitimate one for us to have and we have it in dozens of other states every 
day of the year and we’ve got to separate that debate about the politics and the national 
interest from this much more insidious and deeper utterly unacceptable cultural ill that 
still infects our societies. … 
To read the full transcript of the speech see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=13677818  

 
 

Scotland Office 

London Conference on Combating Antisemitism 
Jim Murphy, Secretary of State for Scotland, writing in The Scotsman (full text 
included below since the article is only available online to those with a subscription) 

 

Age-old propaganda of hate cloaked by legitimate protest 
LAST night in London I spoke at the first international Conference on Combating 
Antisemitism. It was a gathering of politicians from across the world, all committed to 
challenging the world's oldest hatred. 
The Community Security Trust monitors antisemitic attacks. Their data is disturbing.  
During the first four weeks of the Israel Gaza conflict they reported an eightfold increase 
in antisemitic incidents in Britain compared with the same period a year earlier.  
There were incidents of Jews assaulted at least one synagogue. Vile graffiti such as "Kill 
the Jews" appeared in Jewish neighbourhoods. Thankfully Scotland has not seen a 
repeat of these incidents. 
At some events protesting against the conflict and about the heartbreaking scenes in 
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Gaza, there were multiple placards showing the Star of David alongside the swastika. 
This irresponsible message, dubbing Israel a Nazi state, is often brandished by those 
with limited historical knowledge. 
Throughout history, the Jew of the antisemites' destructive imagination is simultaneously 
weak and inferior, while also being all powerful. And there always seems to be a 
utilitarian purpose for theories of antisemitism. 
Jews were blamed for the Napoleonic Wars, and the First and Second World Wars. 
During the Russian civil war, Jews were interchangeably portrayed as being behind the 
revolutionary and counter-revolutionary forces.  
In Nazi hate propaganda a sinister alliance of "sub-human Jewish-Bolsheviks" and 
"plutocratic Jewish capitalists" sought "Jewish world domination".  
All good people expected that antisemitism had reached its catastrophic nadir at the 
Arbeit macht frei gates and would end there. How could a prejudice that led to 
industrialised mass murder survive?  
This wider utilitarian function of antisemitism is what distinguishes the discrimination and 
violence against Jews compared to that inexcusably directed at those of other faiths.  
Antisemitism has predated and outlived many, if not all, other reactionary instincts. 
Divergent philosophies still attempt to legitimise antisemitism. These include extremists 
from both Left and Right, as well as some from other faiths. 
The extreme right, such as the National Front and British National Party, has at least two 
ways to rationalise its stand. 
Firstly, its tangible hatred of "the other" - Jew, Muslim or anyone different. Every society 
has its other - visibly, culturally, ethnically or religiously different individuals in 
communities that helps a society form its own identity.  
For long periods in Europe the Jews were the only substantial other. But the hard right 
view of supremacy based on demonising the other is twisted logic. The Jewish 
community fully understands the destructive power of this myth.  
The second motivation has always been the extreme right's (and a tiny minority on the 
revolutionary left) conspiring to create a conspiracy theory of influence. 
For the extreme left many believe that it is their unresolved relationship with Israel which 
drives their philosophy. 
I believe that you can be strongly critical of Israel and Zionism without ever being an 
antisemite.  
One of the strengths in our democracy is that we can argue passionately about the 
Middle East. But with that freedom comes a responsibility. Occasionally, some have 
gone beyond criticism of Israel into the darker sphere of antisemitism. 
In addition to the political extremists there is also the antisemitic pulse from a minority in 
the Islamic world.  
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the president of Iran, is the highest profile proponent but he is 
not alone. Sections of the international Islamic media tolerate and occasionally advocate 
antisemitism.  
We are all entering a period where those who wish to foster hatreds look to prosper. At a 
time of economic crisis the search for a scapegoat gains energy.  
This is an international phenomenon and the UK is not immune from it. This is the first 
recession in a genuinely global labour market. 
European workers, including Britons have freedom of movement and the UN now 
estimates that today there are 176 million people living outside the country of their birth.  
All of this creates additional pressure points that were not so prominent in previous 
recessions. While understanding people's fears and insecurities no-one should pander to 
credit crunch racism.  
The way through this is about having fair immigration rules, strong border controls and a 
tolerance towards those whom we welcomed to the UK in better economic times. 
That is why I was pleased to be joined yesterday by Scotland's faith leaders in Edinburgh 
in opposition to recessionary racism.  
This crisis wasn't caused by Polish plumbers or Bangladeshi shop workers. It was 
precipitated by international bankers, some of whom are very close to home. It is 
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irresponsible bankers on million-pound bonuses to blame, not the industrious migrant 
worker on the minimum wage.  
The focus of the declaration I co-signed with Scotland's faith leaders was this year's 
European elections. Voter turn-out in the UK in the last European elections was below 
the average for the European Union as a whole, and following a survey undertaken last 
year, 32 per cent of people in the UK said they would "definitely not vote" in the June 
2009 elections compared with 14 per cent across the EU as a whole.  
This is very worrying. Sometimes when the majority don't vote, extremist parties can 
have a disproportionately large influence. This would be damaging for Scotland, 
particularly given great efforts by many in recent years to build community cohesion.  
The faith leaders reminded me that for evil to triumph it was only necessary for good 
people to do nothing. We all have a responsibility to act. 
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/opinion/Jim-Murphy-Ageold-propaganda-of.4985970.jp  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

  
Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

 
 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Consultations  ** New or updated 

End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
UK legislation relating to genocide, torture and related offences  
(closes 13 March 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn12_040209.cfm  
and 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn14_120209.cfm  
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008  
(closes 30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
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All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
**Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of 
animals at the time of killing 
 

UK Government (closes 20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/ 
 

** Welsh Assembly Government (closes 5 May 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/consultations/environmentandcountryside/090216conprotectin
ganimals/?lang=en  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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