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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Mrs. Curtis-Thomas: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many racial 
incidents were reported by prisoners during 2008; and what assessment he has made of 
the effectiveness of subsequent investigations. [253153] 

Mr. Malik: In 2008 there were 8911 incidents of alleged racism reported by 
prisoners—of those 2849 were about the behaviour of other prisoners and 6062 
were concerned with the actions of members of staff. A small proportion consist of 
allegations of misconduct by staff and all such matters are subject to disciplinary 
investigation under the code of conduct and discipline. 
All investigations into reported acts of racism are overseen and signed off by the 
Governor or Deputy Governor. In addition, the area manager conducts bi-annual 
checks of a random' sample of investigations. 
‘Race Review 2008’ recently published by NOMS and available in the Library sets 
out the current assessment of race equality in the prison service, including the 
effectiveness of these systems and plans for work further to improve them. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090204/text/90204w00
08.htm#09020492000024  
 
For answer from 9 Februar: 
Mr David Drew (Stroud): To ask the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs, what steps he is taking to ensure that the derogation on the ritual slaughter of 
farm animals for human consumption will continue in any revision of EU Directive 93/119. 
(255537) 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk2/90209o01.htm  
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Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

Friday 6 February, 10.00am 
Lord Malloch-Brown to move that this House takes note of developments in Gaza 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldordpap.htm#future  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090204/text/90204w0008.htm#09020492000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090204/text/90204w0008.htm#09020492000024
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk2/90209o01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld/ldordpap.htm#future
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UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Clare Short: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
assessment he has made of the merits of suspension of Israel’s application for 
membership of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development until 
allegations of war crimes during Israel’s military operation on Gaza have been fully 
investigated; and if he will make a statement. [250332] 

Bill Rammell: The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) launched an accession of negotiations with Israel in 2007. Following the 
submission of Israel’s initial memorandum, which sets out the current state of 
Israel compliance with the OECD body of law and best practice, negotiations have 
consisted so far of technical scrutiny of the memorandum. Any political issues 
about the Israeli accession will be considered once the technical phase is over. 

Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received on the number of (a) rockets and (b) mortar shells fired at Israel 
by Hamas in each year since 2001. [253015] 

Bill Rammell: According to the Israeli ministry of foreign affairs the number of 
rockets and mortars fired at Israel between 2001-08 is as follows: 

 Number of rockets and mortars fired 

2001 249 

2002 292 

2003 420 

2004 1,157 

2005 417 

2006 968 

2007 1,645 

2008 3,102 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090204/text/90204w00
05.htm#09020484000065  

 
 

Downing Street 

Middle East parties must be brought together - PM 
Gordon Brown has insisted that all parties to the Middle East dispute over Palestine must 
be brought together to thrash out a lasting peace settlement despite the recent hostilities 
in Gaza. Speaking at a press conference with Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas in 
Downing Street today, the PM said that peace could be achieved in the Middle East 
based on a secure Israel and a viable Palestinian state. Progress on the issue remains a 
top priority for the UK and international partners will be urged to work together to come to 
an agreement, he said. The PM said: “Despite the suffering and all the pain caused in 
recent weeks we must try to move forward and we must try to bring the parties 
together… Mr Brown said that President Abbas had shown what can be achieved “when 
moderate voices prevail” and insisted that an armed Hamas, the ruling party in Gaza, 
would not be tolerated. He supported the Arab peace initiative as an appropriate 
mechanism for taking forward the Middle East Peace Process. Mr Abbas, President of 
the Palestinian National Authority, said that Palestinians remained committed to peace 
but were in “urgent need” of assistance as a result of the Gaza crisis. He offered his 
thanks for “humanitarian aid and support” received so far and said that the UK would 
have an important role to play in the Cairo summit scheduled to take place in March. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18248  

 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090204/text/90204w0005.htm#09020484000065
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090204/text/90204w0005.htm#09020484000065
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18248
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Scottish Parliamentary Question 

International Development 
Pauline McNeill: To ask the Scottish Executive what assistance it will make available to 
Scottish aid organisations that are not members of the Disasters Emergency Committee 
(DEC) and wish to assist in the humanitarian effort in Gaza. (S3W-20223) 

Linda Fabiani: We have invited funding bids from Scottish-based organisations to 
support their humanitarian work in Gaza. Any Scottish-based organisations can 
apply. 
Applications will be assessed and final decisions will be subject to assurances that 
aid will reach those in greatest need. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-09/wa0204.htm 
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090204.17-
23.html  
 

 
 
** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070204.65-
71.html  

 
 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 
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Other Relevant Information 

OHCHR 

Progress in substantial negotiations for a major anti-racism conference in April 
Government representatives have completed their first week of substantive negotiations 
on text that will become the draft outcome document of a major anti-racism conference to 
be held in Geneva in April. …members of the working group agreed that a 38-page 
document submitted to them by the working group Chair would serve as the basis for 
further negotiations. 
The document is based on text that had originally been compiled from proposals put 
forward by six different regional and other groups. The Chair of the intergovernmental 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-09/wa0204.htm
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090204.17-23.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/009/amend/pbc0090204.17-23.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070204.65-71.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0070204.65-71.html
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
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working group, Russian Diplomat Yuri Boychenko, had already completed a “technical 
review” of the compilation of proposals, streamlining and rationalizing it, and reducing the 
initial text from more than 130 pages to 38. 
In their January session, government representatives completed what the Chair of the 
working group described as a “solid” first read-through of approximately 40 per cent of 
the document. “We understand each other’s positions and constraints now and we will 
continue the process in open-ended informal meetings,” he said. …The negotiations will 
continue in informal meetings until the next formal session of the working group, which 
will be held 6-10 April. … 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/ProgressNegotiationsAnti-
RacismConference.aspx 
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Consultations  ** New or updated 

**closes this week! 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes 7 February 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Policing and Crime Bill (UK Parliament)   (closes 11 February 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn10_280109.cfm  
  
Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 
30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing (20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/  
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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