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Holocaust 

UK Parliament Debate 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
Includes 
 

col 477  Andrew Dismore: I am grateful to my hon. Friend because he has made an 
important point, particularly in the wake of the recent troubles in Gaza and southern 
Israel. There has been a real upsurge in anti-Semitic attacks in my constituency and 
borough, and more widely. The Community Security Trust recorded more than 150 
attacks, the highest number since it started keeping details. That is a very serious matter. 
Does my hon. Friend think that those responsible for those attacks could learn a lot if 
they studied what had happened during the holocaust? 

Mr. Khan: I am grateful for that intervention; my hon. Friend deserves a huge 
tribute for the progress made in the past few years in commemorating Holocaust 
memorial day and learning the lessons of the past. When we speak to holocaust 
survivors, or the families of those who died in the holocaust, about the criminal 
damage of synagogues and the desecration of graves in cemeteries, we find that 
they have a sense of déj� vu. It renders them speechless. Those who research 
the history of the holocaust see the dehumanisation and hatred that begins at one 
end of the spectrum and leads ultimately to the killing of 6 million people. 

David Winnick: …Holocaust memorial day is for remembering all the victims of mass 
murder and killings, and we remember those killed in Gaza, including the young children. 
Does the Minister not deplore the fact that the Vatican has brought back into the fold a 
British-born bishop who is a holocaust denier and obviously pro-Nazi? Although I accept 
that the Vatican has totally dissociated itself from his remarks, is it not unfortunate that 
that bishop is allowed to be so senior in the Catholic clergy, given that he simply denies 
that the gas chambers existed? 

Mr. Khan: I thank my hon. Friend, who has a rich history of fighting anti-Semitism 
and racism. Let us be clear: those who deny the holocaust are not historians 
revising history—their views demonstrate anti-Semitism. We must make sure that 
our children understand, through education, that the holocaust did occur. … 
Efforts have been made via open channels and behind the scenes to express our 
view to the Vatican about the point that the hon. Gentleman has raised… 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-
0008.htm#09012987000006  
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col 480  Mr Khan: …Holocaust denial and obfuscation are anti-Semitism masked under 
a veil of pseudo-historical revisionism. It is a gross insult to the victims of Nazism and to 
survivors of the holocaust. … I pay tribute to the Holocaust Educational Trust, whose 
work with schools and communities has had a big role to play in this. Karen Pollock and 
her team do remarkable work all year round, not just around Holocaust memorial day and 
week. 

Col 482  Paul Goodman: …Of itself, anti-Semitism is surely no worse than any 
other form of that vile thing, racism. However, the location of the extermination 
camps in Europe and the historical backdrop against which they were set place on 
us a unique responsibility. As politicians, we must be especially sensitive to 
eruptions of anti-Semitism, given the speed at which it gathered pace in Germany. 
As has been mentioned, since 27 December, there has been what the Holocaust 
Educational Trust describes as “an unprecedented rise” in the number of anti-
Semitic incidents in Britain. Our streets have seen the trashing of Starbucks, 
Tesco and other shops, assaults on visibly Jewish people, the attempted burning 
down of a synagogue in north London and graffiti that reads simply, “Kill the 
Jews”. … 

Col 483  Mr. Dismore: On the appalling situation in Gaza and southern Israel, does the 
hon. Gentleman agree that people who support the Palestinian cause do themselves no 
justice by suggesting that what is going on there is another form of holocaust or 
genocide? It clearly is not and, by suggesting that, they undermine their own case and do 
not do anything to contribute to the attempt to find a long-term resolution of the conflict in 
the middle east. 

Mr. Goodman: I broadly agree with the hon. Gentleman, and in fact he has 
anticipated part of the direction in which I intend to take my speech. Although this 
is not a debate about Gaza, and you would rightly rule out of order any Member 
who tried to turn it into one, Madam Deputy Speaker, I wish to make the point that 
we must appreciate how strongly many people feel about the situation. I wish to 
put on record our position that any alleged war crimes must be investigated. …It is 
inevitably asked how people who have experienced suffering can inflict suffering 
on others. We cannot avoid asking that question in relation to the Palestinians, 
and some Israelis acknowledge the force of it. However, there is a crucial 
difference in character between the horrors of war—yes, even of wars in which 
war crimes are committed—and the holocaust, which was the attempted 
extermination of an entire people on an industrial scale. … 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-
0009.htm 
 

col 485  Anne Snelgrove: Racism, Islamophobia and anti-Semitism plague community 
cohesion and race relations, and all politicians must unite to work against the reactionary 
and illogical mantras of the far right. Remembering, and educating people, especially 
young people, about the holocaust are invaluable tools in confronting racism and bigotry. 
…I pay tribute to the Holocaust Educational Trust, which seeks to educate not only 
children but all people, including parliamentarians, about the holocaust, not just for its 
own sake, but so that we might learn the lessons that it holds for us today. I have the 
privilege of being a member of a cross-party party group that the Holocaust Educational 
Trust took to Poland last year. …Even though the liberation of Auschwitz took place 64 
years ago, we cannot say that the problems are not still with us today. They are a stain 
on Europe, particularly where those concentration camps were situated. We need to 
work closely with the Polish Government and the Polish people to enable them to 
overcome that stain, to recognise where Jewish people lived in their country, and to 
celebrate the past as well as recognising the difficulties that the people in that country 
faced in dealing with—or not dealing with—what was going on among them at the time. 
Majdanek was a camp that was situated right on top of a community in a city. It was not 
hidden from civilisation. That is shocking. I give that example not as a condemnation of 
the Polish people but as a warning to all of us. … 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-0009.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-0009.htm
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Col 488  Lembit Opik: …I also pay tribute to the Holocaust Educational Trust, which is 
so ably led by Karen Pollock, and without which I doubt we would be having this debate. 
Sadly, however, there are threats to the holocaust’s memory. According to the BBC, 94 
per cent. of funding for the museum at Auschwitz-Birkenau comes from Poland, with only 
6 per cent. coming from elsewhere. I would like to ask the Minister whether our 
Government would consider making a more formal financial contribution, in order to keep 
the memory alive. The impact of visiting the museum in Auschwitz is profound, and 
almost no one who has been there can forget it or deny the holocaust. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-
0010.htm  
 

col 491  Andrew Robathan: …I wish to praise and devote the rest of my speech 
particularly to the work of the HET, which has rightly been much mentioned. I praise the 
HET not because it took me to Auschwitz—although I am very grateful for that—but 
because what it does is valuable and absolutely vital. The trips are very moving, 
particularly for those who do not know much about the history of the 20th century. The 
education it provides in schools and elsewhere is again vital. …Richard Williamson—a 
self-appointed bishop, I think, in a sect of the Roman Catholic Church, to which he has 
recently been readmitted. I watched him on YouTube shortly before I came here and 
found out that the gas chambers did not exist! He denies their existence. People like him 
are best defeated by education, knowledge, fact and ridicule. Frankly, I deprecate him 
completely. I believe that the holocaust denier who is currently in the highest position is 
President Ahmadinejad of Iran, and I find that much more worrying than the views of 
some silly man called Richard Williamson. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-
0011.htm 
 

col 498 Lembit Opik: Does the hon. Gentleman agree that it is only in relation to Israel 
that people seem to conflate religion with Government policy? Does he agree that 
whatever one’s view of the Gaza situation we cannot tolerate using what has happened 
there as an excuse for anti-Semitism? 

Mr. Scott: I thank the hon. Gentleman for his intervention, but I do not totally 
agree with him. Of course we cannot tolerate anyone using any events anywhere 
in the world as an excuse for anti-Semitism, but anti-Semitism exists and we have 
to recognise that. Sometimes events elsewhere in the world are used as an 
excuse for latent anti-Semitism. Events elsewhere can affect what happens in 
Britain, but anti-Semitism is not acceptable in any shape or form, as he rightly 
says. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-
0012.htm  

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Middle East: Armed Conflict 
Mr. Paul Goodman: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth 
Affairs what meetings Ministers in his Department have had at the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office with groups of British Muslims on events in Gaza since 27 
December 2008; and what the names were of the individuals who attended each 
meeting. [252091] 

Bill Rammell: Since 27 December 2008 the following meetings have been held: 
On 6 January 2009 my hon. Friend the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-0010.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-0010.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-0011.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-0011.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-0012.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/debtext/90129-0012.htm
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(PUSS) at the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) and I 
met with representatives and individuals from a number of organisations including 
the Quilliam Foundation, Muslim Council of Britain, British Muslim Forum, the Sufi 
Muslim Council, the Al Khoei Foundation, the UK Ismaili Council and the Ithna 
Asheri Khoja Shia World Federation. 
On 8 January 2009 we met with members of the Muslim Women’s Advisory 
Group. 
On 12 January 2009 my right hon. Friends the Foreign Secretary and 
Communities Secretary met with representatives and individuals from a number of 
organisations including the Quilliam Foundation, Muslim Council of Britain, British 
Muslim Forum, the City Circle, British Muslims for a Secular Democracy, the Sufi 
Muslim Council, the Al Khoei Foundation, the UK Ismaili Council and the Ithna 
Asheri Khoja Shia World Federation. 
On 13 January 2009 my hon. Friend the PUSS at DCLG and I met with members 
of the Young Muslims Advisory Group. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/text/90129w00
10.htm#090129101000038 
 

Palestinians: Detainees 
Mr. Dai Davies: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what recent representations he has made to the Israeli government on the detention 
without trial of elected members of the Palestinian Parliament. [251615] 

Bill Rammell: We continue to restate our call for all elected Palestinian Legislative 
Council members detained by Israel to be either released or subject to due legal 
process. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/text/90129w00
10.htm#090129101000039  
 

Gaza 
Baroness Uddin: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many civilian women have 
been killed in (a) the Gaza Strip; and (b) Israel as a result of the current conflict between 
the two territories. [HL548] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): According to the Palestinian Ministry of Health (as at 21 January 2009) 
110 women have been killed in Gaza during the current conflict. 
One Israeli woman was killed when a rocket hit Ashdod. 

Baroness Uddin: To ask Her Majesty's Government how many women and children 
have been seriously injured in (a) the Gaza Strip, and (b) Israel, as a result of the current 
conflict between the two territories. [HL550] 

Lord Malloch-Brown: According to the Palestinian Ministry of Health (at 21 
January), 1,855 children and 795 women have been injured in Gaza during the 
conflict. (In addition to the 412 children and 110 women who have been killed). 
We have been unable to secure similar figures from the Israeli authorities 
concerning Israelis injured. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90129w0001.htm#0901
2988000220 
 

Israel and Palestine 
Lord Hylton: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations they and the 
Quartet are making to the Government of Israel concerning (a) attacks on and damage to 
Palestinian houses by Israeli settlers following and during the Rajabi House confrontation 
in Hebron; (b) destruction of orchards, olive trees and crops, defacing of mosques, 
insulting graffiti and damage to property in rural areas near Ramallah, Qalqilyah, Nablus 
and Tulkarm by settlers; and (c) bringing to justice those responsible. [HL374] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Lord Malloch-
Brown): My honourable friend the Minister of State for Foreign and 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/text/90129w0010.htm#090129101000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/text/90129w0010.htm#090129101000038
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/text/90129w0010.htm#090129101000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090129/text/90129w0010.htm#090129101000039
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90129w0001.htm#09012988000220
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90129w0001.htm#09012988000220
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Commonwealth Affairs, Bill Rammell, visited Hebron and Ramallah on 22 and 23 
December 2008 and witnessed the highly damaging impact illegal settlers, and 
criminal acts committed by illegal settlers, were having on Palestinian 
communities, land and property. He also saw the Rajabi House in Hebron and the 
tombstones in the adjoining Muslim cemetery which had been defaced by illegal 
settlers. In Israel on 22 December 2008 he voiced his concerns about the impact 
of illegal settlers and settlements and the need to bring to justice those 
responsible for criminal acts. 
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office does not hold records of representations 
made by the quartet. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90129w0001.htm#0901
2988000224 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  

  
 

** Policing and Crime Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html  
 

amendment paper 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0072901a.35
-38.html  
 

request for evidence 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn10_280109.cfm  
  

 

European Parliament 

Proposed Regulation on the protection of animals at the time of killing  
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf 

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations  ** New or updated 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes 7 February 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

** Policing and Crime Bill (UK Parliament)   (closes 11 February 2009) 
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/j
chrpn10_280109.cfm  
  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90129w0001.htm#09012988000224
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/90129w0001.htm#09012988000224
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/policingandcrime.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0072901a.35-38.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmbills/007/amend/pbc0072901a.35-38.html
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn10_280109.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn10_280109.cfm
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/proposed-regulation.pdf
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn10_280109.cfm
http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/joint_committee_on_human_rights/jchrpn10_280109.cfm
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Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 
30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 
 
Consultation on new Regulations and code for Meat Chicken Welfare (England only) 
(20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/broiler-welfare/index.htm  
 
Consultation on the proposal for a Council regulation on the protection of animals 
at the time of killing (20 April 2009) 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/slaughter/  
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