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Home Affairs 

UK Parliament Debate 

There will be a Westminster Hall debate on the Government’s Dying Well strategy at 
12.30pm on 27 January. 

 

UK Parliament: Early Day Motion 

Ashok Kumar (530) Accord Coalition – That this House supports Accord, the national 
coalition that unites religious and non-religious individuals and organistions campaigning 
for inclusive schools; believes that all state schools should be open to children and 
teachers of all backgrounds and beliefs; is concerned that current legislation permits 
schools with a religious character to discriminate against staff and students on the basis 
of their religion or belief and to teach a partial religious education curriculum; calls for 
religious education to be objective, balanced and fair; welcomes the positive approach 
taken by Accord and the breadth of its membership; and urges the Government to 
remove exemptions from equalities legislation for state-funded religious schools. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37557&SESSION=899  
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UK Parliament: Debates 

There will be a Westminster Hall debate on Economic aid to Palestinian territories at 
9.30am on 27 January. 
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Westminster Hall: Gaza 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090121/halltext/90121
h0009.htm#09012161000005  
includes 
col 285WH  Clare Short: …It is my view, and that of many others, that if international law 
were upheld, there could and would be two states in Palestine, and we could look 
forward realistically to peace, but Israel constantly flouts international law, and the United 
States, the United Kingdom and the whole of the European Union collude in that. Thus, 
Israel concludes that might is right and uses its massive armaments to kill and bombard 
any who resist the constant expansion of its borders and land. 
Currently, we face the prospect of decades of bloodshed, conflict and bitterness in the 
middle east. We also see the authority of international law and the moral authority of the 
United Nations being eroded. …During our visit to Gaza, we witnessed the shortages of 
food, paper and pens in the United Nations Relief and Works Agency schools, and 
shortages of water, pharmaceuticals and other medical necessities. Even more dreadful, 
the sewage systems are not adequate. Raw sewage is pumped into the sea. There are 
plans for new sewage treatment plants, civil engineers are available and donors’ funds 
have been committed, but Israel will not permit the materials to be imported. When it 
rains, sewage floods into people’s homes, and because the Israeli navy fire on the 
fishermen if they go beyond a five-mile limit, hungry people eat polluted fish and are 
constantly ill. Half the children of Gaza are anaemic, and, even before the recent 
bombardment, large numbers were severely traumatised by the endless threat of violent 
attack. 
Israel also controls the import of EU-provided fuel for the power plant that gives light and 
power to Gaza. As everyone knows, Israel has partly bombed the power plant, but, as we 
left, it blocked all imports of fuel, and Gaza was cast into almost total darkness. The 
hospitals were run-down and lacking materials even before the terrible strains of coping 
with the injured from the three weeks of bombardment that have just ended. 
Gaza is a prison. It is a large, crowded Bantustan of 1.5 million people on a strip of land 
25 miles by six or seven. Seventy per cent. of them are refugees who were ethnically 
cleansed by the Israelis from other parts of Palestine. … 
col 286WH  Andrew Smith: I have listened with great interest to the description of the 
awful humanitarian situation in Gaza. Is it the case that the readiness to ensure that 
breaches of international law and alleged war crimes are investigated and prosecuted is 
critical not only to the future of the middle east, obviously, but to our many constituents 
who care about the matter, especially those in the Muslim community, and much more 
widely as well? The perception of double standards damages the prospects for 
international peace and can also sour relations between the Islamic world in general and 
the rest of the community. Building bridges by ending those double standards is critical 
for the way forward internationally and for solidarity at home. 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090121/halltext/90121
h0009.htm#09012161000005  
 
col 286WH  Clare Short: We are told that the bombardment of Gaza was necessary 
because Israel has a right of defence against Hamas rockets. That justification of the 
attack is deeply dishonest. …For the past seven years, from when rocket attacks began 
up to 27 December when Israel attacked Gaza, those rockets killed 13 innocent Israelis 
and one foreigner. In that time, Israel killed 2,990 Palestinians in the Gaza strip, 634 of 
them children. Large numbers of those killed were innocent civilians, including many 
women and children. Those figures are provided by the Israeli human rights organisation, 
B’Tselem. There is no possible justification for us to say that Gaza was attacking Israel 
and Israel was not doing anything. The balance of attack and killing was that Israel was 
doing more harm to Gaza than the other way around. …many South Africans, including 
Archbishop Tutu, have said that the situation is like apartheid in South Africa, only more 
brutal. Therefore, there are ever more calls for one state for all the people of Palestine, in 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090121/halltext/90121h0009.htm#09012161000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090121/halltext/90121h0009.htm#09012161000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090121/halltext/90121h0009.htm#09012161000005
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090121/halltext/90121h0009.htm#09012161000005
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which Jews and Palestinians, Israelis, Arabs and Christians would live side by side. But 
of course the demography shows, as Prime Minister Olmert pointed out, that Israelis 
would soon be in a minority. He said that there should be two states, but he does nothing 
to bring about two states. … 
col 292 WH  Gillian Merron: Success in stemming the flow of arms into Gaza will have a 
direct effect on the reopening of the border crossings. We will continue to convey the 
need to open those crossings to the Israeli Government—they are vital to facilitate the 
free and unhindered passage of emergency humanitarian aid, and to ensure the supply 
of goods needed for longer-term reconstruction. … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090121/halltext/90121
h0010.htm  
 

 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Overseas Trade 
Mr. Fallon: To ask the Minister of State, Department for Business, Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform what the value of trade between the UK and (a) Israel and (b) 
Palestine was in 2007-08. [249671] 

Mr. Thomas: UK exports of goods to Israel, as recorded in the HMRC Overseas 
Trade Statistics, were worth £1,243 million in 2007 and £1,088 million in the first 
10 months of 2008; UK imports of goods from Israel were worth £1,058 million and 
£960 million respectively. As published in the ONS Balance of Payments Pink 
Book, in 2007 UK exports of services to Israel were worth £475 million and UK 
imports of services from Israel were worth £305 million. 
UK exports of goods to the Occupied Palestinian Territories, as recorded in the 
HMRC Overseas Trade Statistics, were worth £876,000 in 2007 and £2,443,000 in 
the first 10 months of 2008; UK imports of goods from the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories were worth £958,000 and £901,000 respectively. No figures are 
available for trade in services. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090121/text/90121w00
16.htm#09012169000046  

 
 

UK Parliament: Early Day Motion 

William Hague (544) End of hostilities in Gaza – That this House welcomes the end of 
hostilities in Gaza and the withdrawal of Israeli forces; deplores the loss of over 1,300 
Palestinian and 13 Israeli lives; recognises the need for the international community to 
begin an urgent and substantial humanitarian relief and reconstruction effort to alleviate 
the suffering in Gaza; supports efforts by the UN and charities to provide relief to the 
people of Gaza; condemns the shelling of the UN Headquarters in Gaza; believes that 
allegations of war crimes should be properly investigated; recognises the urgent need to 
find ways to prevent weapons from being smuggled into Gaza; calls on the Israeli and 
Egyptian governments to ensure that Gaza's borders are open on a continuous and safe 
basis; calls for international monitoring arrangements to ensure that rocket attacks into 
Israel cannot be resumed; appeals for energetic diplomatic action from the new U.S. 
administration, EU countries and countries of the region to secure a return to negotiations 
for a lasting peace settlement in the Middle East; and recognises the long-term resolution 
to the conflict as being the two state solution with a secure Israel living alongside a 
sovereign and viable Palestinian state. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37571&SESSION=899  

 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090121/halltext/90121h0010.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090121/halltext/90121h0010.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090121/text/90121w0016.htm#09012169000046
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090121/text/90121w0016.htm#09012169000046
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37571&SESSION=899
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Welsh Assembly Debate 

This Assembly notes the concern raised inWales by individuals, organisations 
andpublic protests relating to the military actiontaken in the Gaza strip. (NDM4095) 
Includes: 
Rhodri Glyn Thomas: …Last November, I had the opportunity to go to Gaza as part of 
an international delegation of elected Members. We had to breach the blockade placed 
on Gaza by Israel, and ensure that we could make it to Gaza to deliver much-needed 
medical supplies there. …The situation at that time was critical in relation to the 
fundamental rights of the people of Gaza, and it was also a humanitarian crisis. By now, 
of course, as we all know, the situation is 100,000 times worse. … It was confirmed today 
that Israel has been using phosphorus weapons in its attacks on Gaza. That means that 
the people of Gaza are suffering horrendous injuries and burns. The hospital has no 
means of responding to that. There is an international prohibition on phosphorus 
weapons, but Israel used them on the population of Gaza. 
Jeff Cuthbert: ...you have concentrated so far on the military action by Israel. I can 
understand that, to a point. However, you have made no reference to the firing of rockets 
by Hamas into Israel. The leaders of Hamas must have calculated the retaliation that it 
would provoke. Would you agree with me that any long-term peaceful solution must take 
account of the needs of the people of both Israel and Palestine?  
Rhodri Glyn Thomas: …there is a matter of proportionality regarding the action taken 
by Israel. International law is based on proportionality. I hope that you are not arguing 
that it is possible to justify the military action taken by Israel by the rockets fired from 
Gaza into Israel. … 
The First Minister (Rhodri Morgan): ...We have a natural function to express support 
for our citizens in Wales who want to play a constructive role in minimising the suffering 
of people who have been caught up, quite innocently, in conflict—wherever that may be.  
…Sometimes, our employees, particularly in the health service, wish to get involved. 
There is now a precedent where people who work for the health service in Wales—who 
were born or whose parents were born in another part of the world—areencouraged to 
go and help with humanitarian efforts, if they so wish, when a catastrophe occurs in 
those parts of the world, whether as a result of an earthquake, of damage caused 
through bombing … We have already written to trusts and local health boards in Wales, 
indicating that they should consider sympathetically any such request in relation to 
Palestinian employees working in the health service here. We also know that schools 
with a considerable number of Muslim children, and sometimes teachers, have been 
involved in humanitarian fundraising for Gaza. They were seeing the scenes on television 
and were fundraising during the conflict, and they are doing it even more so now. 
Individually, I am sure that we would all wish to support them. Likewise, we would 
normally wait until April for a meeting of the faith communities forum, but we will seek to 
bring forward a meeting, especially for the faiths that have a particular interest in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the humanitarian issues in relation to Gaza. That would 
provide an opportunity to talk through the issues with them to see what more Wales 
could be doing. …  
My final point relates to the allegation—which is no more than an allegation, and perhaps 
I should not dignify it by referring to it as such—made by Amnesty International, that we 
have been involved in some way in helping the Israel Defense Forces perfect some of 
the equipment that was used in Gaza. As soon as I see Amnesty notepaper, I pay 
attention, because no-one could have greater respect for its work. However, I was 
suspicious when there were no quotations included with this allegation; when you see 
that there are no quotations in an allegation, you wonder why. If we are told that there is 
evidence, why is that evidence not produced? …I deprecate that sort of press release 
being issued by Amnesty International, and I will be more suspicious in future when I 
read its press releases. I am sorry to have to say that, but I need to say it, because of 
that allegation and because muck has been thrown. We need to put that allegation to 
bed, since it appears to be completely untrue. 



 
5 

Nick Bourne: …A settlement is dependent first on a ceasefire in Gaza on both sides as 
the only way forward. This is the only way that Israeli security can be protected and 
action taken to address the suffering in Gaza. This requires an end to Hamas rocket 
attacks against Israel as well as the end of Israeli military operations in the Gaza strip. 
…we need to stop the flow of arms into the Gaza strip and promote the flow of aid there. 
Long-term, we need a two-state settlement for the middle east situation … 
The Deputy First Minister and Minister for the Economy and Transport (Ieuan Wyn 
Jones):…while condemning the violence perpetrated by Hamas and others that has led 
to the conflict—a nation has a right to defend itself in response to such attacks—the 
fundamental question is whether that response should go beyond what someone would 
expect of a nation that recognises the Geneva convention when an attack occurs and 
when it occupies the lands of another state. I have grave concerns about Israel’s recent 
actions in that regard. … 
The Leader of the Welsh Liberal Democrats (Kirsty Williams):  …Some 4,000 
buildings have been completely destroyed; 50,000 people are homeless; 400,000 people 
have no water; and medical services, which have struggled under the blockade, have 
been so badly damaged that they have found it impossible to provide the help needed. 
During this time, the international community’s response, as so often in the middle east, 
has been found wanting. …The European Union also has a role to play. It is by far 
Israel’s biggest export market and by far the biggest donor to the Palestinians. It must 
use this leverage to good effect to bring the two sides together. … 
John Griffiths: Last Saturday left me in no doubt about the effect of the situation in 
Gaza on the communities in Wales and Newport, particularly the ethnic minority 
communities. Representatives of those communities and others present at a meeting, 
march and rally told me that the situation in Gaza affects community relations in Wales, 
particularly in ethnic minority communities. …My own view of this is informed by a visit 
that I made … to the occupied territories. The overwhelming impression… was of a much 
more powerful neighbour; a militarily and economically powerful Israel oppressing and 
subjugating a much weaker neighbour, the Palestinians. We saw the separation wall 
being built, the military checkpoints in operation, and the effects of restrictions of 
movement and freedom on the Palestinian people. If you lived on one side of the 
separation wall and worked or had your education or family links on the other side, 
general or tightened restrictions made all the freedoms that we all take for granted very 
difficult to enjoy. It is clear that there is a long history of oppression of the Palestinian 
people by Israel. The latest terrible onslaught on Gaza is part of that. … 
Bethan Jenkins: ...  Leading British Israelis have joined in condemning the Israeli 
forces, comparing Gaza to the Warsaw ghetto. The action was totally disproportionate 
and totally unacceptable. 
Alun Davies: ... For many of us, Israel was once almost the place of dreams. Certainly, 
for decades, people would praise the kibbutz system and the way in which the Israeli 
people made a land out of a desert. For that reason, many of us are not only offended, 
but appalled, disappointed, and horrified at the actions of the Israeli Government. 
Violence has become almost casual in the occupied territories, ranging from the cruelty 
towards civilians—particularly children—to the attacks that we have seen in Gaza over 
the last few weeks and in Lebanon a year ago. I have borne witness to the brutality of the 
Israeli occupation of Palestinian land, and it is something that stays with me every day of 
my life. 
Jeff Cuthbert: ... Rocket firing is intended to kill and maim civilians. That is why it is 
being done, as well as to provoke a response. We must be realistic about that. I am not 
saying for a second that the Israeli occupation of Palestine, the Gaza strip, is right. I 
oppose the killing and slaughter of innocent civilians, and that is a consequence of that. 
However, there are two sides involved, and to suggest that the blame lies solely with one 
side is fundamentally wrong.  
Mohammad Asghar:   ...I think that Israel has exactly the same rights as Palestine. 
They are democratic countries. Although my party colleagues have a different view, I 
have a strong opinion on this. I invited the Israeli envoy from London to explain to me 



 
6 

exactly what the conflict in Israel is all about. Colleagues, he convinced me that Israel 
feels that it has been under siege for the past 60 years. We all know that rockets are 
being fired from Gaza into Israel. Think of it. Gaza does not have a stable military 
defence force, and yet it still has rockets to fire into southern Israel, where half of the 
population sleeps in bunkers. Do you think that Israel lives in peace? No. However, 
certain elements do not want peace in that part of the world. ...Over 60 years, politicians 
have failed to solve the problem, so why not allow religious leaders to try? He took this 
idea very seriously, and said that something should certainly be done about it. In Saudi 
Arabia, there is a big mosque. I know that, as a Muslim. The Chief Imam of Mecca, the 
Pope, the Chief Rabbi of Israel, and others of that calibre should come on board and 
make some sort of decision for the sake of everlasting peace. ...You must have heard 
from various sections that Muslims do not want to see Israel on the face of this earth, but 
no-one has mentioned that yet today. Israel has a full right to exist and so does 
Palestine. ...if people begin to believe in mutual respect, there will be peace in the middle 
east. I can assure you that that is what Israelis and Palestinians alike are asking for. 
Whether it is the blood of a Palestinian child or an Israeli child that is spilled, I cry for 
each of them. Do not forget that Jews, Muslims and Christians all come from the one 
family of Abraham. They have lived together for centuries, so why can they not live 
together forever? Please do not go against Israel or take any strong measures against it, 
because that country has a full right to its existence.  
 
The motion was carried without a vote. 
 

To read the full debate see pp40-67 
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber/bus-chamber-third-assembly-
rop/rop20090121qv.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=The%20Record%20(PDF%2C%20842kb)  
 

 

Council of Europe 

Javier Solana speaking to the media in advance of a meeting between EU Foreign 
Ministers and Tzippi Livni 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/discours/105460.p
df  

 
 

United Nations 

In wake of Gaza crisis, Ban urges ‘massive’ effort to resolve Arab-Israeli conflict 
…The violence, destruction and suffering before us have been a mark of collective 
political failure,” Mr. Ban told a meeting of the Security Council …We do not need new 
plans and processes. We have the tools we need. We need only political will and action. 
…He added that for many in Gaza, this also remains an hour of despair, grief and 
desperate need. “They were caught throughout this crisis between Hamas’ unacceptable 
and irresponsible actions and Israel’s blockade and use of excessive and 
disproportionate military force.” … 
Following the meeting, the Council issued a press statement welcoming the Gaza 
ceasefire and the efforts of international and regional partners, especially the Egyptian 
initiative, in helping to bring an end to the fighting. … [and] stressed the need for 
Resolution 1860, passed earlier this month, to be fully implemented, “in particular for the 
ceasefire to be durable and fully respected by all parties, for the provision of 
arrangements and guarantees to prevent illicit trafficking in arms and ammunition to 
Gaza, and to ensure the sustained reopening of the crossing points.” 
The 15-member body reiterated their “grave concern at the humanitarian situation in 
Gaza and stressed the need for unimpeded provision and distribution of humanitarian aid 
throughout Gaza,” drawing attention to the “excellent work” in the area being carried out 

http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber/bus-chamber-third-assembly-rop/rop20090121qv.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=The%20Record%20%28PDF%2C%20842kb%29
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-chamber/bus-chamber-third-assembly-rop/rop20090121qv.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=The%20Record%20%28PDF%2C%20842kb%29
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/discours/105460.pdf
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/discours/105460.pdf
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under very difficult circumstances by UN agencies, in particular the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. 
The Council also underscored the importance of intra-Palestinian reconciliation, and 
stressed that only a two-state solution can bring peace for both Israelis and Palestinians. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29617&Cr=gaza&Cr1=  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation    

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 
30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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