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Community Relations 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Letter from Communities Secretary Hazel Blears to all communities regarding the 
current situation in Gaza. 
I am writing to you as the Communities Secretary about community cohesion in the UK 
during the current situation in Gaza. We know and understand that this issue deeply 
concerns many in our communities. I am aware that there has been an increase in 
community tensions and it is important that we work together to manage and resolve 
tensions where they arise at this difficult time.  
I am sure that you would want to join me in condemning all religious and racially 
motivated attacks. We will not tolerate racists and trouble makers disrupting our local 
communities. You will also agree that international events, however distressing, provide 
no justification for violence and we need your support as members of the local 
community to work with all communities, local authorities and the police to address, and 
manage, community concerns.  
As the Foreign Secretary has outlined, in response to the current cycle of violence in 
Gaza, the British Government has secured a UN Security Council Resolution, which, 
amongst other things, calls for an immediate ceasefire, and for distribution of 
humanitarian supplies.  
The British Government is at the forefront of tackling all forms of hate crime and we are 
keen to reassure communities that we take all forms of hate crime seriously.  
At times like this it is important to recognise, and to build on, the excellent inter faith work 
and dialogue that members of all faith communities have developed in recent years, at 
local, regional and national level. Through our support for the Inter Faith Network and 
through the undertakings we made in the Government’s inter faith framework published 
last year, we are committed to the further development of inter faith relations – bringing 
people of good will together from all our communities.  
I understand that many of you will be concerned about these difficult times. However, I 
would urge you to continue to work with community representatives to protect and 
strengthen your communities. I also know how important it is for your concerns to be 
heard and for your views to be respected at both a local and a national level. This is why 
both I and my ministerial colleagues have met with representatives across communities 
and we will continue to do this over the coming weeks.  
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1121325.pdf  

TOP 
 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1121325.pdf


 
2 

 
 

Israel 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Halt to Israeli military operations in Gaza 
Commenting on the announcement of a halt to Israeli military operations, the Foreign 
Secretary said:  
"There will be huge relief at the announcement by Prime Minister Olmert of the end of 
Israeli military operations in Gaza. As the Prime Minister said today, too many lives have 
already been lost. 
The deaths of over one thousand people stand testament to the scale and duration of the 
conflict. The voice of the international community has been loud and unequivocal in 
calling for an immediate, permanent and fully respected ceasefire. It is now imperative 
that Hamas stops the rocket attacks against Israeli civilians. 
The Prime Minister has announced a rapid and significant upscaling of the UK's 
contribution to the international aid effort.  We now need to see the UN and the other aid 
agencies allowed immediate access into the Gaza strip and a guarantee of their safety 
so they may do their vital work unhindered. 
As the Prime Minister said this afternoon, the British Government is determined to do all 
we can to secure the peace and build a political process worthy of the needs of Israelis 
and Palestinians alike." 
Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, will travel to Sharm el Sheikh in Egypt on Sunday 18 
January for an emergency summit on the Gaza crisis. The summit will be hosted by 
French President Nicolas Sarkozy and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak with world 
leaders such as United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon also expected to attend. 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=12357695  
 

 

Department for International Development 

Gaza Humanitarian Emergency Response Fund 
The Secretary of State has today announced a further £20 million in humanitarian 
assistance for the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. This is in addition to the £6.8 million 
announced on 31 December, of which £4 million has been given to the UN Refugee and 
Works Agency’s Flash Appeal and £1 million for the UN’s Humanitarian Emergency 
Response Fund. This is all in support of DFID’s strategy to address the humanitarian 
needs in Gaza. 
Protection and assistance needs will be met immediately followed by stabilisation 
interventions and post conflict recovery when this is feasible. The immediate needs in 
Gaza are for the protection of civilians, emergency access for medical and rescue teams, 
electricity and fuel supply, water and sanitation, cash and food. A possible total collapse 
of the public infrastructure is also a significant concern. 
DFID’s response aims to save lives, alleviate suffering, maintain dignity and reduce risk. 
Activities under this strategy will be undertaken in line with the Good Humanitarian 
Donorship Initiative and DFID’s Humanitarian Policy. Funding will be initially focussed on 
the following critical areas: 
Assistance 

• Logistical support for UN or other agencies. 

• Support to fill any gaps in surgical provision. An overview of medical needs is 
being compiled by the WHO and Ministry of Health. DFID will also reassess 
whether there are any further gaps including the provision of psychological care 
for children, the injured and the bereaved. 

• Repairing infrastructure for the provision of clean water and for the maintenance of 
sanitation and sewage. 

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=12357695
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• The provision of materials to repair shelters and support for those living in 
temporary accommodation. 

• The provision of fuel and power for the delivery of health and clean water and 
sanitation services. 

Protection 

• Supporting agencies to gain immediate access to the wounded and maintain safe 
passage to treatment facilities. 

• Advocating for all parties to the conflict to be fully aware of their obligations under 
International Humanitarian Law. 

• Interventions must be flexible and constantly adjusted to meet the most recent 
analysis of the situation. Priority will be given to the agencies that can provide an 
immediate impact on the situation in the key areas outlined above. All agencies 
will undertake their own procurement and must have robust accounting and 
auditing procedures. There will be three and six monthly monitoring missions to 
the project sites and an independent evaluation at the end of the emergency 
response. 

For more information see  
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/gaza-humanitarian-fund.asp  

 
UK pledges £20m to help rebuild Gaza 
To read the press release see 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/Gaza-20m.asp  
 
 

European Parliament 

Debate: Situation in the Middle East/Gaza Strip  (Verbatim Record) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-
//EP//TEXT+CRE+20090114+ITEM-008+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN  
 
European Parliament resolution of 15-1-2009 on the situation in the Gaza Strip 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-
0025+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN  

 
 

United Nations 

Secretary-General's statement after Israel's announcement of ceasefire 
I am relieved that the Israeli Government has decided to cease hostilities as of midnight 
GMT. This should be the first step toward establishing a durable and sustainable 
ceasefire leading to the full withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza, as called for by the 
Security Council resolution 1860. Hamas must stop firing rockets now. Urgent 
humanitarian access for the people of Gaza is the immediate priority. The United Nations 
is ready to act. Any durable solution must include the reopening of the crossings and the 
prevention of illicit trafficking in arms. There has been too much suffering, for too long. 
We have to end it now. We must begin to help people rebuild their lives.  
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=3659  
 
Secretary-General's address to the Lebanese Parliament 
…The level of violence in Gaza is unprecedented in recent decades. The Israeli aerial 
and land offensives against Hamas targets are inflicting heavy civilian casualties, 
widespread destruction and tremendous suffering for the entire population. More than a 
thousand Gazans have died in less than three weeks. More than five thousand have 
been wounded. At the same time, rockets fired from Gaza threaten a million Israelis. 
There are reports of very high numbers of women and children amongst the dead. 
Hospitals are struggling to cope with the staggering number of seriously injured people. 

http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/gaza-humanitarian-fund.asp
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/pressreleases/Gaza-20m.asp
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+CRE+20090114+ITEM-008+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+CRE+20090114+ITEM-008+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-0025+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P6-TA-2009-0025+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=3659
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Public infrastructure has been destroyed. There is no place left to bury the dead. There 
are no safe places. And to my great dismay, even UN shelters have not been able to 
provide sanctuary to civilians trying to flee the fighting. I have conveyed my strong 
protest and outrage against this attack as well as the attack on our UNRWA compound, 
and I have demanded a full explanation and apology. Although Israeli leaders have 
apologized for the latest attack, I have demanded an assurance that this will not happen 
again. …Hamas must stop firing rockets into Israel. Israel must end its offensive in Gaza 
and withdraw its troops. There should be no more illicit trafficking of arms and 
ammunition into Gaza. The crossings from Gaza into Israel and Egypt must be opened 
and functioning in accordance with international agreements. The Palestinians must be 
reconciled under the legitimate authority of President Abbas. And the international 
community must provide practical support on the ground to help achieve these goals. It is 
clear that we can no longer delay addressing the root causes of this crisis. Israel must 
end its occupation of Palestinian and Arab territory which began in 1967. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/sgstats.asp?nid=3657  
 
Secretary-General's press conference after meeting Prime Minister Salam Fayyad 
…The Palestinian people and Authority should be supported. They are the internationally 
recognized, democratically elected leadership and I am going to continue to work very 
closely with the leadership of the Palestinian Authority, together with the Quartet 
members, together with the international community. Here I would like to emphasize, 
especially to the Palestinian people and the leadership of the Palestinian people, 
ceasefire with economic assistance and reconstruction, what the international community 
wants from you is unity of the Palestinian people. With divided Palestinians, it may only 
be a stopgap. There is no guarantee that you will not see a recurrence of this tragedy. 
You must have an inclusive dialogue, national unity, promote reconciliation among 
Palestinian people. This is what only you can do, only you can do, among the Palestinian 
people. The international community, the United Nations, can create a certain 
atmosphere. Political, social economic atmosphere. We are ready to provide all 
necessary technical assistance. This is my message, and my sincere and honest wish to 
the people of Palestine. Only on that basis we can assure a long lasting, durable, 
sustainable, permanent peace. A two-state solution, so that Palestinians and Israelis can 
live side by side in peace and security. This is my message to you today. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/offthecuff.asp?nid=1248  
 
Secretary-General's press conference after meeting President Mahmoud Abbas 
…With President Abbas we have discussed a number of elements which are under 
consideration to enable an immediate ceasefire, including stopping fighting, humanitarian 
assistance, management of the crossings, opening of the crossings, and how to ensure 
the prevention and recurrence of the smuggling of illegal arms and weapons into Gaza, 
and how to promote national unity of the Palestinian people and how to ensure the 
durable and sustainable ceasefire. And beyond a ceasefire, a durable and sustainable 
peace and stability in Gaza and the whole Palestinian territory. These will be our ongoing 
topics and ongoing tasks to discuss and realise. … 
To read the full transcript see 
http://www.un.org/apps/sg/offthecuff.asp?nid=1247  
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Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
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Consultations        ** new this week 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 
30 March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_
FILE&dID=180685&Rendition=Web 
 
** All Wales Community Cohesion Strategy (closes 6 April 2009) 
http://wales.gov.uk/docs//dsjlg/consultation/090107communitycohesionstrategyen.pdf?la
ng=en  
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