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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Community Relations 
Mr. Paul Goodman: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families 
what steps he plans to take to ensure that staff in schools where safer school partnership 
officers are in place know about the characteristics that may help identify individuals 
vulnerable to violent extremism, as referred to in paragraph 148 of the Audit 
Commission’s November 2008 report Preventing Violent Extremism: Learning and 
Development Exercise. [245695] 
Mr. Khan: I have been asked to reply. 

A number of reviews took place over the summer which sought to draw out 
learning and emerging practice on the delivery of activity to prevent violent 
extremism, including the joint Audit Commission and HMIC Learning and 
Development Exercise (LDE). Though each review had a different focus, together 
they provide a useful package of learning material upon which local partners can 
draw and which will inform the Government’s approach to Prevent. 
There are a number of common themes which run through all these reviews. 
Some of these require action from national Government, some from local partners 
and many from both. We have ensured wide distribution of the LDE report to 
enable local partners to benefit directly from the important learning it contains in 
taking forward their local Prevent response. We published “Delivering Prevent—
Responding to Learning” on 10 December, which sets out the key strands of 
learning from the reviews and work already underway to address these key 
themes. We will continue to develop our response to the reviews throughout the 
year. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/text/90113w00
22.htm#09011492000054  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/text/90113w0022.htm#09011492000054
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/text/90113w0022.htm#09011492000054
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UK Border Agency 

UK Border Agency response to BNP links among a private contractor's staff 
The UK Border Agency has stressed that there is no place for racism in the immigration 
system, after one individual employed by a private contractor which runs an immigration 
removal centre was alleged to have links to the British National Party. 
The individual concerned was suspended from his duties following circulation of a list of 
alleged BNP members on the internet in October 2008. The contractor is currently 
carrying out an investigation. 
The UK Border Agency expects the highest levels of integrity and professionalism from 
those carrying out duties on its behalf. A spokesman for the Agency said: "We will not 
tolerate racist behaviour by staff in immigration removal centres. All allegations are 
investigated, and we can revoke an individual's accreditation to work for the Agency or 
have any contact with detainees." 
The Agency operates an independent complaints system, under which complaints can be 
referred to the Prison and Probation Ombudsman. Additionally, detainees can lodge any 
complaint to members of the Independent Monitoring Boards, who operate in all the 
Agency's immigration removal centres and at Heathrow Airport. 
http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/ukbaresponsetobnplinks 

TOP 
 

 
 

Community Relations 

UK Parliament: Early Day Motion 

John Mann (461) Current State of Anti-Semitism in the UK – That this House notes 
that in recent days a wave of anti-Semitic incidents have affected the Jewish community; 
further notes that one synagogue has suffered an arson attack and many others have 
been defaced; further notes that Jewish community organisations have faced a barrage 
of threatening and abusive emails and telephone calls; further notes that while there have 
been thankfully few physical attacks on Jewish people many Jews report having been 
verbally abused and threatened; further notes in addition extremist demands for terrorist 
attacks against Jews and Jewish children around the world; calls on the Government and 
civil society to assiduously assure every community that will not tolerate attacks, abuse 
or hostility aimed towards Jews, Muslims or anyone else on the pretext of the ongoing 
situation in Gaza; and calls on all democrats to join together to ensure that the United 
Kingdom is a place where debate and protest are peaceful, and lawful and communities 
are free to live, practice and worship without fear or intimidation. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37484&SESSION=899  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliament Debate 

There will be a Westminster Hall debate on Gaza on 21 January. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/sitecontent/newsarticles/ukbaresponsetobnplinks
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37484&SESSION=899
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Prime Minister's Questions 

col 211  Jeremy Corbyn (Islington, North) (Lab): Will the Prime Minister bear it in mind 
that, in the past three weeks, the Israeli forces have killed 1,000 people in Gaza, 300 of 
whom were children, and denied medical aid, food and energy and blockaded the people 
during the past year? These are war crimes. They have committed acts against the 
people of Gaza that ought to be referred to the International Criminal Court. Will the 
Prime Minister join the calls to ensure that that takes place? 

The Prime Minister: We took action in drafting the resolution that went through 
the United Nations last week. Words cannot describe the feeling that families will 
have as a child dies, or at the level of civilian deaths and casualties and the 
displacement of 90,000 people in Gaza, but our resolution sought to call for an 
immediate ceasefire, to recognise the damage that had been done and was being 
done, and to call for humanitarian action—a call that I repeated when I talked to 
Prime Minister Olmert last night and asked him to increase the humanitarian 
action and to take the necessary action to achieve a ceasefire. 
The reason why we supported the UN measure was that the Arab countries were 
also prepared to sign up to two things that are very important to any sustainable 
ceasefire. The first is an end to arms trafficking and particularly the destruction of 
the tunnels in Gaza. I talked to President Mubarak yesterday about what we can 
do and how we can help to achieve that. Secondly, of course— [Interruption.] I 
think this is important, as we will also need international support to execute the 
opening of the crossings. It is important that we have the support of the Arab 
League countries as well as the other countries that signed that motion. In other 
words, we are doing everything that we can to make possible an immediate 
ceasefire. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090114/debtext/90114-
0003.htm  

 
 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israeli Settlements 
Martin Linton: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs 
what discussions he has had with his Israeli counterpart on the expropriation of 23 
square miles of Palestinian land to the east of Jerusalem to build homes for settlers. 
[246485] 

Bill Rammell: We have long made it clear to the Israeli Government, that any 
Israeli settlement activity is not only illegal under international law, it is also in 
contravention of Israel’s obligations under the Roadmap and detrimental to the 
peace process. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary voiced strong 
opposition to illegal Israeli settlements during his visit to the region on 16-19 
November 2008. I also raised the issue during my visit to Israel and the Occupied 
Palestinian territories on 21-23 December 2008. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/text/90113w00
01.htm#09011457000015  

 
Gaza 

David Taylor: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the political situation in Gaza. [246493] 

Bill Rammell: The Government are extremely concerned with the current 
violence in Gaza. We are in close contact with all the key players and at the 
centre of efforts to reach a ceasefire and secure urgent humanitarian assistance. 
My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary was instrumental in gaining UN 
Security Council agreement around a British text, which became Resolution 1860. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090114/debtext/90114-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090114/debtext/90114-0003.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/text/90113w0001.htm#09011457000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/text/90113w0001.htm#09011457000015
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This now needs to be reflected in reality on the ground. For any ceasefire to be 
sustainable it must include action to stop illegal arms trafficking into Gaza and to 
open the crossings into Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/text/90113w00
01.htm#09011457000021 

 
 

UK Parliament: Early Day Motions 

Mohammad Sarwar (457) Deaths of Civilians in Gaza –  That this House welcomes 
the statement in The Times by Jews for Justice for Palestinians signed by 540 Israeli 
academics, artists and writers, calling for an end to the slaughter in Gaza; and welcomes 
in particular its demands for an immediate unconditional ceasefire, an end to the 
blockade and the opening of dialogue with Hamas, without which there can be no durable 
peace, UK condemnation of Israeli breaches of the Geneva Conventions, just as the UK 
has condemned Hamas rockets, an investigation into war crimes that may have been 
committed by any party to the conflict, an embargo on arms to Israel and lastly the 
suspension of the EU-Israel Association until Israel fulfils the basic human rights 
conditions on which it is predicated. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37480&SESSION=899  
 
Angus MacNeil (445) Al Jazeera's Continued Coverage of Gaza – That this House 
praises the TV network al Jazeera for its continued and informed coverage of the 
deliberately induced humanitarian catastrophe unfolding in Gaza. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37478&SESSION=899  

 
 

Downing Street 

UN headquarters bombing “indefensible” - PM 
The Prime Minister has described an attack on the United Nations headquarters in Gaza 
today as “indefensible” and pledged the UK’s “unwavering support” for UN efforts to 
secure a ceasefire in the enclave. 
Speaking on his return from a trip to Berlin and Paris, where he discussed the Gaza 
crisis with President Sarkozy and Chancellor Merkel, the PM said that any attack on UN 
personnel was “unacceptable” and that the latest developments reinforced the urgency of 
the ceasefire negotiations.  
He said: “Today’s attack on the UN headquarters in Gaza is indefensible. The UN’s 
mission in Gaza is purely humanitarian, bringing relief to civilians suffering in appalling 
conditions as a result of the ongoing military action and restrictions on food and medical 
supplies entering Gaza. UN staff are working on behalf of the international community - 
any attack on them is unacceptable, as Israel has acknowledged. 
“The intensification of Israeli military action, and continued Hamas rocket attacks, 
reinforce the urgency of our call for an immediate ceasefire.” 
The Prime Minister has called for an “immediate, durable and fully respected ceasefire” 
in Gaza, as well as unimpeded provision and distribution of humanitarian assistance. He 
is due to speak to UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon, who is currently in the region, this 
afternoon, as well as other regional leaders, pledging his support for the UN’s efforts. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18029  
 
 
Press Briefing: Gaza 
Asked whether the Prime Minister had spoken to Chancellor Merkel or President Sarkozy 
about the situation in Gaza and the possibility of a 10-day ceasefire, the PMS said that 
the Prime Minister was expected to speak to Ban Ki-Moon later today, specifically on 
Gaza and the reports this morning of the UN headquarters in Gaza being damaged in the 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/text/90113w0001.htm#09011457000021
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/text/90113w0001.htm#09011457000021
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37480&SESSION=899
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37478&SESSION=899
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18029
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fighting, as well as a hospital also being damaged. 
These developments underlined our grave concern over the situation in Gaza and 
reinforced the need for an urgent ceasefire. The Prime Minister this morning set out our 
approach after discussions with President Sarkozy and Chancellor Merkel; we would 
support a solution that would tackle the problem of arms trafficking especially through the 
use of tunnels. We would also make available our resources to find a solution to the 
monitoring of crossings. The most important thing was that an immediate ceasefire was 
obtained and as the Prime Minister had said, we would be working night and day to 
achieve that. 
Put that there was absolutely no sign of the Israelis taking this on board, the PMS said 
that that was why we continued to work with our international partners to find a solution, 
beginning with an urgent ceasefire. Asked if it was the Government’s view that Israel 
would only stop once they had achieved their objectives, the PMS replied that we 
recognised there were concerns on different sides and we also recognised as the Prime 
Minister had said, particular problems with arms trafficking. We were working with our 
international partners to find a solution to that and to other problems including the 
question of humanitarian access. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18042   

 
 

European Parliament 

Gaza: European Parliament calls for an immediate and permanent ceasefire and a 
negotiated truce 
In adopting a resolution on the situation in the Gaza strip, MEPs call for an immediate 
and permanent ceasefire which should include the halt to rocket attacks by Hamas on 
Israel and the end of Israel's military action in Gaza. MEPs call for a negotiated truce that 
should be guaranteed by a mechanism which could include the dispatching of a 
multinational presence. MEPs encourage the diplomatic efforts so far undertaken by the 
international community, especially Egypt and the EU. MEPs urge the Israeli authorities 
to allow the international press in the Gaza strip and to guarantee that there is continuous 
and sufficient flow of the aid through humanitarian corridors. 
 MEPs call for a negotiated truce that should be guaranteed by a mechanism, to be set 
up by the international community coordinated by the Quartet and the Arab League, 
which could include the dispatching of a multinational presence.  
The House requests the Israeli authorities to allow an unimpeded access to humanitarian 
assistance and aid to the Gaza Strip and to guarantee that the continuous and sufficient 
flow of the aid through humanitarian corridors. MEPs agree on the necessity of urgently 
providing the re-opening of the crossing points, the lifting of the blockade and the 
prevention of smuggling of illicit trafficking in arms and ammunition.   
MEPs express their shock at the suffering of the civilian population in Gaza and deplore 
that civilian and UN targets have been hit during the attacks. They also express their 
sympathy for the civilian population affected by the violence in Gaza and in Southern 
Israel. 
The resolution calls on Israel to fulfil its obligations under international law and 
international humanitarian law. The European Parliament calls on Hamas to end rocket 
attacks and to assume its own responsibilities by committing itself to a political process 
aimed at restoring inter-Palestinian dialogue and contributing to the ongoing process of 
negotiation. 
To read the full press release, including a summary of speeches from the debate, 
see 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/030-46100-012-01-03-903-
20090113IPR46099-12-01-2009-2009-true/default_en.htm  

 
 
 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page18042
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/030-46100-012-01-03-903-20090113IPR46099-12-01-2009-2009-true/default_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/030-46100-012-01-03-903-20090113IPR46099-12-01-2009-2009-true/default_en.htm
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United Nations 

All parties to conflicts must be held to account in protection of civilians 
Citing the “dreadful beginning” of 2009 for civilians caught up in armed conflict, the top 
United Nations humanitarian official told the Security Council today that strict respect for 
international law by all parties to fighting was critical to end the suffering.“Violations of 
international humanitarian law by one party to a conflict offer no justification for non-
compliance by other parties,” Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs John 
Holmes said as he opened a debate in which some 50 speakers took the floor and which 
culminated in a statement by the Council’s President condemning violations against 
civilians during conflict and revising Council guidelines for consideration of the topic to 
reflect current conditions.  
 To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29545&Cr=civilians&Cr1=conflict  

 

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Consultations 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 30 
March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dI
D=180685&Rendition=Web 

TOP 
  

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29545&Cr=civilians&Cr1=conflict
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http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
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http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
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