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Home Affairs 

Ministry of Justice 

Jack Straw: new laws focus on victims of crime and the bereaved  
Modernisation of the coroners system and better protection for witnesses during criminal 
investigations were amongst the new measures announced by Justice Secretary Jack 
Straw in Parliament today when he published the Coroners and Justice Bill. … 
Key measures include:  

• Reforms to the coroner system that will see the appointment of a senior judge to 
the new post of Chief Coroner for England and Wales, new national standards for 
coroners' investigations, new powers to transfer investigations from one area to 
another in order to prevent backlogs for both military and non-military inquests; 
and measures that ensure that coroners' verdicts are accurate and based on all 
available evidence, even if the evidence cannot be made public.  

• The Bill includes revised proposals with strengthened safeguards where non-jury 
inquests are deemed necessary on national security or certain other grounds. Any 
such inquests would have to be conducted by a High Court judge and the original 
decision subject to judicial review.  

• Creating for the first time, a 'Charter for the Bereaved' that will ensure that 
minimum standards of care are given at every stage of the inquest process.  

• Additional support for victims and vulnerable witnesses of crime through 
Investigation Anonymity Orders that will protect the identity of witnesses from the 
moment they contact the police so giving them confidence to come forward and 
giving them the support they need to testify in court. … 

To read the full press release see 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease140109a.htm  
 
Charter for the bereaved offers families better service in coroners reforms  
Currently bereaved families have to apply for judicial review of a coroner's decision. 
Under new proposals announced in the Charter and the Bill today, families will have a 
right of appeal to the new position of Chief Coroner on a range of issues, including if they 
think there should be a post-mortem examination and if they are unhappy with the verdict 
of the inquest. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease140109b.htm  

http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease140109a.htm
http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease140109b.htm
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To read the revised draft Charter see 
http://www.justice.gov.uk/docs/charter-bereaved.pdf  

TOP 
 

 
 

Community Relations 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Topical Questions (Antisemitism) 
(col 132) Paul Goodman (Wycombe) (Con): The Minister with responsibility for the 
middle east will be acutely aware that what happens abroad can have consequences at 
home. Given the rise in anti-Semitic incidents in Britain since 27 December, including an 
attempt to burn down a synagogue, and given the attacks on Muslims and mosques that 
have taken place since 9/11, will he tell the House what discussions he has had with 
domestic Ministers to ensure that they at least try to get Jewish, Muslim and other 
organisations to talk to each other at this difficult time? Also, does he agree that, while it 
is entirely right for people to march, protest and demonstrate if they feel so moved, 
violence and intimidation must be left outside the door of our common British home? 

Bill Rammell: I strongly agree with the hon. Gentleman. The Government and I 
deplore anti-Semitic attacks and anti-Muslim attacks. I also agree with the 
underlying thrust of his question. Inter-faith and inter-community dialogue is 
desperately important. Last week, Ministers from elsewhere in Whitehall and I met 
a number of Israeli and Muslim groups from within this country to ensure that they 
were aware of our views and of what the British Government are doing to try to 
achieve the ceasefire in the middle east that is so desperately needed. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-
0003.htm#09011355000018  

 
 

Scottish Parliament: Motion 

S3M-3213 Ken Macintosh: Upholding Good Inter-Faith Relations at Times of 
Tension—That the Parliament recognises that events elsewhere in the world often have 
repercussions for communities in Scotland; emphasises that it is particularly important at 
times of tension to uphold and deepen good inter-faith relations, and therefore endorses 
the recent statement from the Inter Faith Network for the United Kingdom calling for 
communities to talk together in ways that increase understanding rather than lead to 
suspicion and distrust, and, while praying for peace and working for justice at the present 
time of crisis in Gaza, also holds firmly to the principle of maintaining bonds of trust 
between our communities.  
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15514 
 

TOP 
 

 
 

Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Palestine 
Mr. Alistair Carmichael (Orkney and Shetland) (LD): What work his Department is 
undertaking in Palestine; and if he will make a statement. [246475] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Bill Rammell): Mr. 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/docs/charter-bereaved.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-0003.htm#09011355000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-0003.htm#09011355000018
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/Apps2/business/motions/Default.aspx?motionid=15514
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Speaker, before I answer the question may I say that, as you will be aware, the 
Foreign Secretary is on an official visit to India, where he is meeting the Indian 
Government and Opposition and making a speech on terrorism. He will also be 
discussing India’s relations with Pakistan in the aftermath of the Mumbai 
bombings, as well as other regional issues. My right hon. Friend sends his 
apologies. 
Our current focus is on securing an immediate and permanent ceasefire in Gaza. 
The Prime Minister and the Foreign Secretary have urged both sides to stop the 
violence and fulfil their humanitarian obligations. Last week’s United Nations 
Security Council resolution, tabled by the United Kingdom, called for an immediate 
ceasefire. The Government are also working on making a ceasefire sustainable, 
including exploring ways to stop arms trafficking and to open the crossings to 
Gaza. 

Mr. Carmichael: Does the Minister share my concern that many reports of Israeli activity 
in Gaza, including the use of phosphorescent shells and the use of heavy-fire shells in 
built-up areas and attacks on medical facilities, all constitute prima facie evidence of war 
crimes. What will the Government do to ensure that where that prima facie evidence 
exists there will be a full investigation and that those responsible will be brought to 
justice? 

Bill Rammell: Extremely serious allegations about the conduct of both sides 
during the conflict have been made by the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and others. Those allegations have to be properly investigated. The hon. 
Gentleman referred to the alleged use of white phosphorus. Those allegations 
have been made but not substantiated and although the use of white phosphorus 
is not illegal the UK Government are very clear that it should not be used as an 
anti-personnel weapon and certainly not in a civilian environment. We will continue 
to make our view very clear to the Israeli Government and to urge them, as we 
have done, to do everything possible to avoid civilian casualties. 

Derek Wyatt (Sittingbourne and Sheppey) (Lab): I understand that evidence of white 
phosphorus on civilians in Gaza has been confirmed. If that is the case, is it the intention 
of the UK to report the Israelis to the war crimes tribunal? 

Bill Rammell: May I make it clear to my hon. Friend that my understanding is that 
the allegations have not been substantiated? Nevertheless, it is the case that 
extremely serious allegations about the conduct of both sides have been made. 
Those allegations have to be properly investigated and I remain absolutely firmly 
of that view. 

Mr. James Clappison (Hertsmere) (Con): But while these allegations are being made, 
is there not an interest in having some balance and remembering that this undoubtedly 
began through unprovoked aggression by Hamas firing a huge number of rockets into 
Israel, aimed at civilian targets? Would the proper step not be for Hamas to stop firing 
those rockets? As long as they are being fired, they are derailing the peace process in 
the middle east, which may be the intention. 

Bill Rammell: I visited Ashkelon, near the border, just before Christmas and the 
air raid sirens were going off while I was there. If that is happening on a sustained 
daily basis—as it has been—it is a real cause for concern. That is why we have 
argued as strongly as we have both for the rocket attacks to stop and also for an 
effective ceasefire. There has been massive loss of life in the Gaza strip; the 
figure is now 900 people, 250 of them—crucially—children. That is why we need a 
ceasefire and why we have argued so strongly for it and why we secured the 
Security Council resolution last week. 

Dr. Phyllis Starkey (Milton Keynes, South-West) (Lab): May I remind the Minister that 
the allegations of international law abuse have been backed by the Israeli human rights 
organisation, B’Tselem, and by Amnesty? Christian Aid has just reported that one of its 
mother and baby clinics was bombed by the Israelis earlier this week and completely 
destroyed. May I press the Minister specifically on what the British Government will do to 
make sure that there is an independent investigation? Will he take the matter to the EU 
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sub-committee on human rights to see whether the trade agreement can be suspended? 
Bill Rammell: I know that my hon. Friend has a genuine and long-standing 
interest in these issues. Our overriding priority at the moment is to do everything 
possible, both diplomatically and politically, to get to a ceasefire. That is what we 
are driving towards. Consistent with that, we have nevertheless repeatedly called 
both publicly and, crucially, privately on all parties to fulfil their humanitarian 
obligations and to facilitate the delivery and distribution of aid, and that we will 
continue to do. 

Angus Robertson (Moray) (SNP): Is the Minister aware of diplomatic reports that the 
middle east envoy, Tony Blair, had to be recalled from holiday and from lucrative 
speaking engagements to deal with the present situation? Does he not share my concern 
that Mr. Blair has not even been to Gaza at this critical time? 

Bill Rammell: Frankly, that is beneath contempt and does not do the hon. 
Gentleman justice. 

Mr. Mark Hendrick (Preston) (Lab/Co-op): My hon. Friend will be aware of the terrible 
humanitarian situation in Gaza and of the fact that 850 people have been killed, 250 of 
them children. What attempts are the Government making to ensure that Israel makes 
available more time to enable essential medical aid to get through to the Palestinians? I 
understand that only one fifth to one sixth of the required medical and food supplies are 
getting through now. 

Bill Rammell: I agree, and we have argued consistently that an immediate and 
sustainable ceasefire is urgently needed. In tandem, we have argued strongly that 
humanitarian aid—food, medical equipment and supplies—should be allowed in 
unfettered. My right hon. Friend the Foreign Secretary and I met humanitarian 
non-governmental organisations yesterday; they reported to us that just one fifth of 
the necessary supplies are getting in daily. That is the reason for the urgency and 
the reason why we have consistently and continually argued for a ceasefire. 

Sir John Butterfill (Bournemouth, West) (Con): Does the hon. Gentleman not think it 
ironic that the present Israeli Government were elected on a programme of withdrawing 
settlements and negotiating a twin-state arrangement independently, and have shown 
evidence of that purpose by withdrawing from Gaza and removing their own settlements 
from the area? Are not the present circumstances therefore primarily the responsibility of 
Hamas, which failed to take up the offers made by the Israeli Government, but continued 
its programme of rocketing civilians? 

Bill Rammell: I believe very strongly there are responsibilities on all sides. The 
situation in the Gaza strip and southern Israel is desperate; that is why we urgently 
need a ceasefire. We must remember that as long as the conflict is taking place, 
the prospects for a longer-term and durable middle east peace settlement are 
moving further away. That is why dealing with the situation is so important and 
why we have argued as strongly as we have for a ceasefire. 

Mark Durkan (Foyle) (SDLP): Yesterday, the Foreign Secretary adequately and 
unequivocally condemned the terrorist means being used by Hamas. Does the Minister 
of State accept that the essence of terrorism is to attack civilians and civil infrastructure 
with a view to achieving or imposing political ends? When, therefore, will the Government 
similarly condemn the onslaught by Israel on the people of Gaza and stop the twin 
pretence that there is either military equivalence or moral difference between the terror 
tactics being deployed by the Israelis and those used by Hamas? 

Bill Rammell: We have consistently and rightly argued that the sustained rocket 
attacks on the state of Israel are wrong and unacceptable; but we have also rightly 
called for a cessation of the Israeli activity in the Gaza strip. At the beginning of 
the conflict—this is the point the hon. Gentleman is driving at—a European Union 
statement was made that described the Israeli response as disproportionate. We 
supported that view and that is one of the reasons why we have argued as 
strongly as we have for a ceasefire. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-
0001.htm#09011355000010  

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-0001.htm#09011355000010
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-0001.htm#09011355000010
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Gaza 
Mr. Jim McGovern (Dundee, West) (Lab): If he will make a statement on the political 
situation in Gaza. [246477] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Bill Rammell): The 
UK Government are extremely concerned about the current violence in Gaza. We 
are in close contact with all the key players and are at the centre of efforts to reach 
a ceasefire and secure urgent humanitarian assistance. The Foreign Secretary 
was instrumental in gaining Security Council agreement around a British text, 
which became resolution 1860; that now needs to be reflected in reality on the 
ground. For any ceasefire to be sustainable, it has to include action to stop illegal 
arms trafficking into Gaza and opening the crossings into Gaza. 

Mr. McGovern: May I thank the Minister for that response? Last week, along with three 
other hon. Members—my hon. Friends the Members for Glasgow, Central (Mr. Sarwar), 
for Livingston (Mr. Devine), and for Stoke-on-Trent, Central (Mark Fisher)—I visited 
Pakistan, where we were fortunate enough to meet the Prime Minister, the President, 
and the Leader of the Opposition, all of whom expressed deep concern about what is 
happening in Gaza. I was left with the overwhelming impression that without peace in 
Palestine, there will not be peace anywhere in the middle east. Does the Minister agree 
that current efforts are being undermined by the conflict in Palestine, and that the 
Palestinian moderates, who seek a peaceful settlement with Israel, are being 
undermined by the conflict? 

Bill Rammell: There is widespread, genuine concern across the whole 
international community at the current situation. I share with my hon. Friend a real 
concern, and I say this as a friend of the state of Israel: there is a real risk that 
current actions will reinforce extremism within the region and the wider world, and 
undermine those who are arguing for peace, particularly in the Arab states. 

Alistair Burt (North-East Bedfordshire) (Con): But is not one of the fears of the world 
that the tragic loss of life in Gaza today will be compounded, and be seen to have been 
in vain, unless on this occasion, when hostilities stop, they do so on the basis of the 
chance of a secure, long-lasting peace? That will not be the case until Hamas and its 
allies move tangibly towards an acceptance of, and stop terrorising, the state of Israel. 

Bill Rammell: I strongly agree with the hon. Gentleman. While Hamas remains 
committed to the obliteration of the state of Israel and to acts of terror, launching 
rocket attacks on a regular basis, we will not make progress. We need to move 
forward and agree a ceasefire, which must address the critical issue of arms 
smuggling across the border. That is one reason why the talks in Egypt are 
incredibly important. 

David Cairns (Inverclyde) (Lab): According to reports from Egypt, the Speaker of the 
Iranian Parliament, Ali Larijani, and Saeed Jalili from the Iranian security services are 
actively encouraging Hamas not to enter into a ceasefire and, indeed, to step up the 
rocket attacks. Does my hon. Friend agree that those reports not only underline Iran’s 
wholly malign influence in this region but underscore genuine fears among the Israeli 
public that behind Hamas is a country led by a lunatic and committed to the destruction 
of the state of Israel? 

Bill Rammell: There are genuine and long-stated concerns about the regional role 
played by Iran. We constantly urge all parties and states in the region to work with 
us to try to secure a ceasefire as the first step that is desperately needed for the 
Palestinians in Gaza and for the Israelis. 

Sir Nicholas Winterton (Macclesfield) (Con): Would the Minister not accept that the 
situation in Gaza is horrific? There are no words to describe what is going on there at the 
moment, but does he not accept that if Hamas gave an undertaking to stop the rocketing 
of Israel, the Israeli defence forces would withdraw, and it would give all those who are 
concerned about the future of Gaza, particularly President Abbas of the Palestinian 
Authority, the opportunity to bring peace? Will he tell us what influence President Abbas, 
for whom I have great respect, is trying to bring to the chaotic situation in Gaza? 
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Bill Rammell: President Abbas has been crucially involved in all the discussions, 
and he was involved in the discussion that led up to the Security Council 
resolution in New York last week. I very much agree with the hon. Gentleman that 
we need a ceasefire, and a key element of that ceasefire is stopping on a 
sustainable basis the rocket attacks by Hamas into Israel. If that is to happen, we 
must address in a real and meaningful way the smuggling of arms across the 
border. 

Andrew Gwynne (Denton and Reddish) (Lab): The Foreign Secretary was right to 
emphasise the need to facilitate Palestinian unity in his statement on Monday, which is 
difficult, given the violent methods that Hamas employed to seize control of the Gaza 
strip, executing Fatah supporters and expelling Palestinian trade unionists. Is my hon. 
Friend concerned about reports coming out of the Gaza strip that the execution of Fatah 
supporters has resumed? If so, what are the British Government doing to make their 
views known? 

Bill Rammell: We make very clear our opposition to such actions, and we need to 
move forward. We need Palestinian recognition, but that fundamentally requires 
movement on the part of Hamas. 

Mr. William Hague (Richmond, Yorks) (Con): The Minister rightly said that the 
Government have argued for better access for humanitarian aid to Gaza, but will he say 
more specifically what the Government can do, or are doing, about the representations 
from the ICRC on the creation of safe passage, particularly for ambulances, for the 
evacuation of the most urgent medical cases, and on the need for both sides to meet 
their obligations under international law to protect aid workers at all times? Is he satisfied 
that all necessary plans are being made now, so that Gaza can receive a great deal of 
aid and assistance for its civilian population whenever there is a cessation of hostilities? 

Bill Rammell: We are certainly working to that effect, and the announcement that 
the Government made last week of $10 million additional support for aid is a 
demonstration of that commitment. We need to keep arguing, too, that we need to 
reach that ceasefire as quickly as possible but, notwithstanding that, we must 
ensure that the aid is getting through on an unfettered basis, and continuing 
discussions are taking place about what is the most effective route to get that aid 
into Gaza. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-
0001.htm#09011355000012  
 
 

Middle East Peace Process 
Rosie Cooper (West Lancashire) (Lab): What assessment he made of progress in the 
middle east peace process during his visit to the region in November 2008. [246481] 

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Bill Rammell): 
Recent events in Gaza have highlighted more than ever the importance of a two-
state solution for any decent vision of the future. The Israelis and the Palestinians 
must continue to negotiate in 2009. We must make the case, too, for a 
comprehensive approach to resolving the conflicts in the middle east. The Arab 
peace initiative is an important basis for progress. Real peace will come only when 
Israel and the whole Arab world are at peace. That means making progress at the 
same time on establishing a Palestinian state and on other sources of conflict, 
notably the Golan heights and stability in Lebanon. 

Rosie Cooper: In commending the Foreign Secretary for his key role in drafting the 
United Nations Security Council resolution seeking to end the devastating violence in 
Gaza and southern Israel, may I ask what assurances my hon. Friend can give that any 
new ceasefire agreement will be long-lasting and will serve as a real basis for peace 
talks in 2009? 

Bill Rammell: My hon. Friend’s question hits on a very important issue. We will 
certainly do everything that we possibly can to get that durable and sustainable 
ceasefire, but we do not have the power to mandate it. We are using every ounce 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-0001.htm#09011355000012
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-0001.htm#09011355000012
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of political and diplomatic capital at our disposal, but ultimately to get that 
sustainable ceasefire we need words to be translated into action—and that means 
action on the part of Hamas and the Government of Israel. 

Willie Rennie (Dunfermline and West Fife) (LD): At the last count, there were more 
than 600 checkpoints, barriers and fences in the west bank, which undermine human 
rights, freedom and the economy in that part of the world. What pressure are the 
Government putting on the Israeli Government to reduce dramatically the number of 
those barriers? 

Bill Rammell: We are constantly pressing that issue with the Government of 
Israel. I visited Hebron during my visit just before Christmas and highlighted those 
concerns. The crossings and the settlements that are illegal on occupied territory 
are among the components that must be addressed in any lasting peace 
resolution in the middle east. 

 
Mrs. Louise Ellman (Liverpool, Riverside) (Lab/Co-op): Last week, Hamas leader 
Mahmoud Zahar broadcast that Hamas was entitled to kill Jewish children anywhere they 
could be found, anywhere in the world, echoing the messages of hate in Hamas’s 
charter. Does the Minister believe that those people who challenge Israel’s right to 
defend itself from Hamas’s rockets understand the true nature of Hamas as set down in 
its charter and as shown by its actions? 

Bill Rammell: I agree with the underlying thrust of my hon. Friend’s question; 
Hamas is not a benign organisation. It is committed to the obliteration of the state 
of Israel and to acts of terror. The statement that was made last week saying that 
it was now legitimate to attack Jewish children anywhere in the world was utterly 
chilling and utterly wrong. 

Mr. Geoffrey Clifton-Brown (Cotswold) (Con): If it is the case that Iran is using Hamas 
as its proxy to attack Israel by supplying rockets, what further representations are the 
British Government making to Egypt to try to control the flow of rockets into Gaza through 
the tunnels and via the Rafah crossing? 

Bill Rammell: I said earlier that to get a durable, sustainable and immediate 
ceasefire, one of the critical issues that must be addressed is the flow and the 
smuggling of weapons across the border, particularly at Rafah. That is why we 
have constant dialogue with all the parties, and critical discussions are taking 
place in Egypt at the moment. 

Mr. John Heppell (Nottingham, East) (Lab): Will the Minister assure us that, rather 
than being diverted by Gaza, more attention will be given to the west bank? Should we 
not redouble our efforts to get some sort of move forward in the west bank, so that it can 
be used as an example to show Israelis and Palestinians that it is far easier to make 
progress through negotiation than through conflict? 

Bill Rammell: My hon. Friend makes a powerful point. Over the past year, 
genuine progress has been made on building and bolstering the authority of the 
Palestinian Authority in the west bank. Above all, we need to make progress on all 
fronts, because until we resolve the conflict in the middle east, we will not resolve 
many other conflicts in the world. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-
0002.htm#09011355000016  
 
Mr. Paul Burstow (Sutton and Cheam) (LD): If he will make a statement on his 
departmental responsibilities. [246500]  

The Minister of State, Foreign and Commonwealth Office (Bill Rammell): The 
Foreign Secretary set out to the House yesterday our determination to achieve an 
immediate and sustainable ceasefire in Gaza. The situation remains deeply 
concerning. Since the statement yesterday, the Palestinian death toll has passed 
900 and dozens more rockets have been fired into Israel. As I said earlier, the 
Egyptian efforts to find a way forward remain critical, and we continue to expend 
every ounce of energy to support those efforts, secure greater humanitarian 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-0002.htm#09011355000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-0002.htm#09011355000016
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access and bring the conflict to a close. 
Mr. Burstow: I am grateful to the Minister for his response. Quite rightly, the eyes of the 
world are focused on the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. However, I should like to refer to 
another humanitarian crisis, which was marked only yesterday by the attendance of 
thousands of mourners at the funeral in Sri Lanka of a newspaper editor who was 
murdered last week. Intimidation and violence are the hallmarks of Governments who do 
not respect the freedom of the press. Some 70,000 people in that country have died in 
the conflict and many have fled their homes. There have been press reports suggesting 
that the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam are on the verge of being defeated by the 
military. If that is so, what additional steps will the Government take to ensure that the 
minority Tamil population really do have their human rights respected, and that peace 
and justice prevail? … 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-
0003.htm#09011355000018  
 

col 132 Mr. Gordon Prentice (Pendle) (Lab): Is it not plain as a pikestaff that Israel is in 
breach of article 2 of the trade association agreement with the European Union, which is 
the world’s biggest importer of Israeli goods? Why can we not suspend the trade 
agreement forthwith, as suggested by my Friend the Member for Milton Keynes, South-
West (Dr. Starkey)? 

Bill Rammell: As I said to my hon. Friend yesterday evening, we do not see 
sanctions as the route to the desperately needed ceasefire. Also, whatever our 
view might be, there is no appetite elsewhere in the European Union for sanctions. 
Our position has been clear and unequivocal: we need a ceasefire. That requires 
words to be translated into actions, and that means action from Hamas and from 
the Government of Israel. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-
0003.htm#09011355000018  

 
 

UK Parliament: Early Day Motion 

Mark Durkan (423) Terror in Gaza –  That this House deplores the concentration of 
violence, degradation and hardship suffered by the Palestinian people; condemns 
terrorist attacks on Israelis by Hamas or other armed factions; recognises that the 
essence of terrorism is to attack civilians and civil infrastructure to achieve or impose 
political ends; condemns, unequivocally, the Israeli Defence Forces' onslaught of terror in 
Gaza; rejects the pretence of military equivalence between the ruthless firepower 
unleashed by Israel in Gaza and the deplorable rockets fired by Hamas or others against 
Israeli people; refutes the false argument that the high-tech, high-death toll terror tactics 
deployed by Israel against the people of Gaza are morally superior or ethically different to 
the crude weapons employed by Hamas and others; and regrets the failure of the 
Government and the international community to unequivocally condemn the outrageous 
actions of Israel's government or threaten any sanction in response to escalating 
humanitarian transgressions, flagrant breaches of international law, continuous flouting of 
UN resolutions and possible war crimes. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37443&SESSION=899  

 
 

Department for International Development 
 

The humanitarian situation in Gaza (updated from 9 January) 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/gaza-humanitarian-feature.asp  

 
 

European Parliament 

A debate about the situation in the Middle East is currently taking place. 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-0003.htm#09011355000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-0003.htm#09011355000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-0003.htm#09011355000018
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm090113/debtext/90113-0003.htm#09011355000018
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37443&SESSION=899
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/gaza-humanitarian-feature.asp
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UNICEF 

Statement by UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman regarding the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza 
"Over 300 children have been killed and more than 1,500 wounded, since the beginning 
of the Gaza crisis on 27 December, 2008. Each day more children are being hurt, their 
small bodies wounded, their young lives shattered.   
"These are not just cold figures. They talk of children’s lives interrupted. No human being 
can watch this without being moved. No parent can witness this and not see their own 
child. This is tragic. This is unacceptable. …Children form the majority of the population 
of Gaza. They are bearing the brunt of a conflict which is not theirs. As fighting reaches 
the heart of heavily populated urban areas, the impact of lethal weapons will carry an 
even heavier toll on children. Absolute priority must be given to their protection. ... 
To read the full statement see 
 http://www.unicef.org/emerg/index_47130.html  

TOP 
 

 
 

Relevant Legislation   ** New or updated this week 

UK Parliament 

** Coroners and Justice Bill 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2008-09/coronersandjustice.html  
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Consultations 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
 
Regulations to implement the Human Fertilisation & Embryology Act 2008 (closes 30 
March 2009) 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Consultations/Liveconsultations/DH_092465?IdcService=GET_FILE&dI
D=180685&Rendition=Web 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 
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