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Israel 

Department for International Development 

Douglas Alexander announces up to $10 million in humanitarian aid for Gaza 
The Department for International Development is immediately making available $10 
million to help address humanitarian needs in Gaza, Secretary of State Douglas 
Alexander announced today (Dec 31). This will help meet urgent needs, such as food 
and fuel, as well as other humanitarian requirements as detailed assessments become 
available. Douglas Alexander said: 
"Aid is desperately needed in Gaza. The human cost of this conflict is unacceptable and 
the humanitarian situation is getting worse by the hour. Thousands are suffering. Medical 
items are in short supply. Fuel shortages have led to power cuts which in turn are 
affecting hospitals and other essential services. And UN stocks of food are very low. The 
limited aid that is getting through cannot be distributed properly because of bombing from 
the air and rocket attacks launched from inside Gaza. The fighting must stop to enable 
humanitarian agencies to help people in desperate need. 
"The government remains gravely concerned by the conflict and we renew our appeal to 
all parties to end the violence immediately." 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/gaza-humanitarian.asp 

 
 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Foreign Secretary on World at One 
Interviewer: You're heading off to a Foreign Ministers meeting for the European Union in 
Paris this afternoon, what can the European Union do at this stage?  Nick Clegg, the Lib 
Dem Leader, has suggested for example it might be wise for the EU to say that the 
proposed cooperation agreement with Israel will be suspended or at least not 
implemented until the current action is halted. 

David Miliband:  I think that's a bit naïve since the, the agreement, the upgrade, 
was for the Palestinians as well as for the Israelis.  But what can the EU do?  I 
think two things are very important.  One is to maintain the international calls for a 
ceasefire.  These are louder and louder calls, they're increasingly unanimous and 
we have to put content on that ceasefire that does deal with the smuggling of arms 
that Israelis are rightly concerned about, but also deals with the crossings and the 
delivery of humanitarian aid.  
Secondly we've got to address this humanitarian question because the, the, the 
scale of the need is huge, not just for food and for medicine, but also for fuel, and I 
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think there's a very important role for the European Union not just as a funder, but 
also as a spokesman for, for decent standards. 

Interviewer:  Benyamin Netanyahu, their former Prime Minister, maybe a future Prime 
Minister, says you can't negotiate with them, you have to defeat them and if the West 
wants to stop terrorism then it should side with Israel in this case, let Israel complete this 
he said. 

David Miliband:  Well of course, Israel is a democratic country and Hamas is a 
terrorist organisation.  But this is about how do we secure the security of Israel as 
well as justice for the Palestinian people and I believe that you can defeat Hamas, 
but you have to defeat them politically.  And the way to defeat them politically is to 
deliver on the two state solution that in the end is the only hope for the Middle 
East.  

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=11453391 
 
 

European Union 

Statement by the European Union on the Situation in the Middle East 
The Foreign Ministers or their representatives of the Member States of the European 
Union, the High Representative for the CFSP and the European Commission met on 30 
December to discuss the situation in the Middle East, following current tragic events in 
Israel and Gaza. This meeting is part of the international community’s efforts, particularly 
the Quartet and the Arab League, to find a solution to this crisis. 
The European Union, conscious of the suffering and anguish of all civilian populations, 
puts forward the following proposals to resolve the crisis: 
Immediate and permanent ceasefire: there must be an unconditional halt to rocket 
attacks by Hamas on Israel and an end to Israeli military action. 
The cessation of fighting should allow lasting and normal opening of all border crossings, 
as provided for in the 2005 Agreement on Movement and Access. The European Union 
is ready to re-dispatch the EUBAM to Rafah to enable its re-opening, in cooperation with 
Egypt, the Palestinian Authority and Israel. It is also willing to examine the possibility of 
extending its assistance to other crossing points, provided that the issues relating to 
security have found a satisfactory response. 
Immediate humanitarian action: food, urgent medical aid and fuel should be delivered 
to the Gaza Strip, the evacuation of the injured and unhindered access of humanitarian 
workers should be made possible through the opening of crossing points. The European 
Union, the leading aid donor to the Palestinians, dispatched a field mission to provide the 
most appropriate response as quickly as possible in cooperation with the United Nations 
and NGOs. It has also agreed to coordinate aid donated by each Member State, in 
collaboration with the European Commission and the outgoing and incoming 
presidencies. 
Stepping up the peace process, as called for by Security Council Resolution 1850. 
There is no military solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, in Gaza or elsewhere. The 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict must be based on the process set out in 
Annapolis and on the establishment of a viable Palestinian state existing side by side 
with Israel in peace and security. Work must be carried out, notably on the basis of the 
Arab peace initiative, to deal with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in a comprehensive and 
operational manner. Europe encourages the inter-Palestinian reconciliation behind 
President Mahmoud Abbas, as called for by the Ministers of the Arab League on 26 
November, and supports the mediation efforts of Egypt and the Arab League in this 
respect. 
The European Union is more determined than ever to assist alongside the other 
members of the Quartet and the region’s states in ending violence and re-launching the 
peace process. Inthis respect, it has been agreed that a European ministerial delegation 
will travel to the region shortly. 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/cfsp/105082.pdf  

http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=11453391
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/cfsp/105082.pdf
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United Nations 

Ban, top diplomatic partners call for immediate ceasefire in Israel-Gaza fighting 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today held a teleconference with his principal 
international partners in the search for Middle East peace, calling for an immediate 
ceasefire in Gaza and southern Israel as United Nations agencies warned that hundreds 
of wounded in Gaza hospitals faced a surge in preventable deaths due to lack of medical 
supplies. 
The so-called Quartet – the UN, European Union (EU), Russia and United States – 
called on “all parties to address the serious humanitarian and economic needs in Gaza 
and to take necessary measures to ensure the continuous provision of humanitarian 
supplies,” according to UN readout on the teleconference. 
To read the full press release see 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29436&Cr=Gaza&Cr1=  
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Consultations 

Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 

TOP 
 

 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29436&Cr=Gaza&Cr1
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf

	Contents
	Israel
	Consultations



