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Home Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

Charities: Terrorism 
Mr. Leech: To ask the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster how many registered UK 
charities have been investigated by the Charity Commission in consequence of 
allegations of links with terrorist organisations in each year since 2001. [241809] 

Kevin Brennan: …  
Letter from Andrew Hind, dated 12 December 2008: 
As the Chief Executive of the Charity Commission, I have been asked to respond 
to your written Parliamentary Question on charities with alleged links to terrorism. 
As you will understand, this aspect of our work is of a highly sensitive nature. We 
are limited in the amount of information we can provide, as we have to ensure that 
we do not prejudice our ongoing operational work and also the work being carried 
out by law enforcement and other agencies. Charities are not always aware of 
allegations of terrorist links so we do not publish statistics about the number of 
investigations or cases of this nature. 
The Commission has powers to conduct formal, statutory inquiries under section 8 
of the Charities Act 1993. Where we are able to, it is now our policy to publish 
reports stating the results of these inquiries. We also responded publicly in 
connection with the Home Office review and consultation in May 2007 on 
safeguarding the charitable sector from terrorist abuse. We were able to confirm 
that at that time the Commission had concluded 16 investigations relating to 
charities facing allegations of connections to terrorist activity over the past ten 
years. These included for example, the inquiry into Finsbury Park Mosque, where 
we removed Abu Hamza from his position at the mosque. 
An example of a recent inquiry report which included issues of alleged links to 
terrorism is the inquiry into the UK Tamils Student Union (published 2007). 
Another is the report on Al Ikhlas Foundation, (published in October), which is still 
available via our website at www.charitycommission.gov.uk under inquiry reports. 
Furthermore, we have begun annually to publish a report on the work of our 
compliance teams (who deal, among other issues, with cases involving alleged 
links with terrorism). The first of these reports, Charities Back on Track, was 
published earlier this year. It explains that of the 42 statutory inquiries reports that 

http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/
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we published last year, one was related to allegations of links to terrorism. 
Charities Back on Track is also available on our website and I will arrange for a 
copy to be placed in the House of Commons library. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/text/81217w00
17.htm#08121793000004  
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Communal Issues 

UK Parliament Early Day Motion 

Lindsay Hoyle (357) United Utilities charges for places of worship – That this House 
expresses concern at the decision by United Utilities to introduce a new method of 
calculating surface water charges and highways drainage services, known as site area 
charging; recognises the negative impact this will have on churches and places of 
worship which, in some cases, will now face increases in their charges in excess of 
£1,000 per year as they are being treated in the same way as all other non-household 
customers; and calls on United Utilities to review the decision to impose site area 
charging on churches and places of worship which cannot afford such huge increases in 
their water bills. 
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37368&SESSION=899  

 
 

UK Parliament Ministerial Statement 

Cremation Regulations 
The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Justice (Bridget Prentice): … New 
cremation regulations were laid in Parliament on 3 November 2008 and replace the 1930 
Cremation Regulations, which are now seen as confusing and outdated. They therefore 
required modernisation and consolidation. …These new regulations come into effect on 1 
January 2009, with a transitional period of one month … The new regulations are an 
interim measure which will be replaced by a new system of death certification, on which 
the Department of Health is leading. The Coroners and Justice Bill mentioned in the 
Queen’s Speech on 3 December will create the role of medical examiner. The Medical 
Examiner will examine all deaths not requiring coronial post mortem or inquest, including 
those where the method of disposal is burial.  … 
For the full text of the statement see 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/wmstext/81217
m0001.htm#08121773000015  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

West Bank 
Simon Hughes: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what his 
Department's priorities are for assisting Palestinians in the West Bank. [244089] 

Mr. Michael Foster: In the west bank, as in Gaza, my Department aims to help 
create the conditions for sustainable peace and to improve the lives of 
Palestinians.Our priorities are to help the Palestinian Authority to deliver essential 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/text/81217w0017.htm#08121793000004
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/text/81217w0017.htm#08121793000004
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=37368&SESSION=899
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/wmstext/81217m0001.htm#08121773000015
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/wmstext/81217m0001.htm#08121773000015
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services, support efforts to reduce restrictions on movement and access, work 
with the US and others to improve security, support development of the 
Palestinian private sector, and provide Palestinian refugees the assistance they 
need. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/text/81217w00
25.htm#08121797000030  
 
 

Palestine 
Mrs. Humble: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what recent 
assessment he has made of the effectiveness of Government aid to Palestinians. 
[244097] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: All UK development aid is carefully monitored for 
effectiveness. The World Bank confirms that our support to the Palestinian 
Authority has helped it deliver essential services to the Palestinian people. Our 
funding to the United Nations Refugee and Works Agency supports health, 
education and other services for over 4 million Palestinian refugees, including in 
Gaza, where aid agencies operate within severe Israeli controls. Palestinians and 
the Israeli authorities are increasingly confident in the Palestinian security forces,  
17 Dec 2008 : Column 871W 
which we are helping reform. Our support to private sector development has 
helped secure $725 million worth of investment deals for Palestinian businesses. 

Mrs. Ellman: To ask the Secretary of State for International Development what 
assessment he has made of the effectiveness of Government aid to Palestinians; and if 
he will make a statement. [244098] 

Mr. Douglas Alexander: All UK development aid is carefully monitored for 
effectiveness. The World Bank confirms that our support to the Palestinian 
Authority has helped it deliver essential services to the Palestinian people. Our 
funding to the United Nations Refugee and Works Agency supports health, 
education and other services for over 4 million Palestinian refugees, including in 
Gaza, where aid agencies operate within severe Israeli controls. Palestinians and 
the Israeli authorities are increasingly confident in the Palestinian security forces, 
which we are helping reform. Our support to private sector development has 
helped secure $725 million worth of investment deals for Palestinian businesses. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/text/81217w00
25.htm#08121797000035  
 

 
Israel and Palestine: Gaza Sewage 

Asked by Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimate has been 
made of the amount of sewage flowing into the sea from Gaza. [HL23] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: The Coastal Municipalities Water Utility (CMWU)—the relevant 
Palestinian body—reports that at least 70 million litres of raw and partially treated 
sewage flows into the Mediterranean each day. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what measurements are 
being made of the damage to the eco systems in the Mediterranean from sewage 
discharge from Gaza. [HL24] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: Monitoring of the quality of water in the Mediterranean is co-
ordinated through the UN MEDPOL programme. MEDPOL assesses the state of 
the environment in hot spots and coastal areas and monitors the impact of 
remedial actions. It aims to improve control of pollution through national and 
international regulations. A baseline survey of pollution from land-based sources 
in Gaza was published in 2003. The security situation has meant that there is little 
ongoing monitoring but the situation has likely worsened since 2003. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what discussions they 
have had with the World Health Organisation about threats to health from eating fish 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/text/81217w0025.htm#08121797000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/text/81217w0025.htm#08121797000030
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/text/81217w0025.htm#08121797000035
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/text/81217w0025.htm#08121797000035


 
4 

caught in the waters off Gaza. [HL25] 
Lord Tunnicliffe: We are in regular contact with the agencies involved in water 
and sanitation issues in Gaza. These are the Palestinian Coastal Municipalities 
Water Utility (CMWU); the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), which leads 
the water and sanitation sector; the World Health Organisation (WHO); and the 
UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). Both WHO and UNRWA monitor sea-
water quality in Gaza. WHO took sea-water samples during the summer and 
issued a recommendation that molluscs and raw fish caught in Gazan waters 
should not be eaten and has issued guidance against entering the sea close to 
the sewage outlets. We do not know if this advice is being followed by the Gazan 
population. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what estimates have 
been made of disease from raw sewage in Gaza. [HL26] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: The World Health Organization (WHO) informs us that there 
are no reliable data available on the impact of raw sewage on health in Gaza but 
does report that sea water in several areas of the Gaza coastline is polluted. It 
has advised against eating raw fish caught in Gazan waters and against entering 
the sea near sewage outlets. 

Asked by Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps are being 
taken to repair sewage systems in Gaza. [HL27] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: The lifting of restrictions on spare parts and other material is 
needed to repair the sewage system in Gaza. On this, the Government fully 
support the efforts of the quartet representative, Tony Blair, to negotiate with 
Israel on getting vital equipment and other supplies into Gaza to repair waste 
water treatment plants. 

On 13 May, Tony Blair published a list of confidence-building measures agreed with the 
Israelis and the Palestinians. This included the facilitation of the first phase of the North 
Gaza emergency sewage treatment plant, which has now been completed. The entry of 
spare parts and maintenance equipment for other sewage treatment plants, also raised 
in the May package, has not moved forward. Tony Blair continues to negotiate access 
for these items with the Israeli authorities. 
Asked by Baroness Tonge: To ask Her Majesty's Government what representations 
they have made to the Government of Israel about allowing building materials into the 
Gaza strip for the repair of sewage systems in Gaza. [HL28] 

Lord Tunnicliffe: The Government continue to express their concern about the 
current border restrictions in Gaza and urge the Israeli Government to improve the 
access for humanitarian supplies, commercial goods and people. On building 
materials specifically, we most recently raised our concerns on 13 November with 
the Israeli Ministry of Defence. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81217w0003.htm#0812
1790000364  
 
 
Mr David Amess (Southend West): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what recent reports he has received on the policy of Palestinian 
leaders on recognition of the state of Israel as a Jewish state; what recent discussions 
he has had with Arab governments on the issue; and if he will make a statement. 
[244833] 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81217w01.htm  
 
Mr Colin Breed (South East Cornwall): To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, what assessment he has made of reports from UNRWA 
Commissioner-General Karen Abu-Zayd that Israel has stopped UN staff based in Gaza 
from using the diplomatic pouch; and if he will make a statement. [244763] 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81217w01.htm  
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81217w0003.htm#08121790000364
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200809/ldhansrd/text/81217w0003.htm#08121790000364
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81217w01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81217w01.htm
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Mr Dai Davies (Blaenau Gwent): To ask the Prime Minister, what matters concerning (a) 
Israel's nuclear weapons arsenal and (b) Iran's nuclear programme, he discussed in his 
meeting with his Israeli counterpart on 16 December 2008. [245675] 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81218w01.htm  
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Foreign Affairs 

UK Parliamentary Question 

UN World Conference against Racism 
Mr. Amess: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
his policy is on UK participation at the Durban Review Conference; and if he will make a 
statement. [241167] 

Gillian Merron: I refer the hon. Member to the answer I gave to my hon. Friend 
the Member for Hendon (Mr. Dismore) on 26 November, Official Report, column 
1794W, in which I expressed concern at the direction taken by preparations for the 
Durban Review Conference. 
A further round of negotiations will take place in January 2009, after which the 
Government will assess their position. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/text/81217w00
27.htm#081217110000016  
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Consultations 

Consultation closes in 5 days! 
Monitoring of Cross-border charities (closes 23 December 2008) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=6990ead9-bbfc-427d-9f8c-3f3495363092  
Appendix 1   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-
43a784b3c6b7 
Appendix 2   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-
b083-6e3bd00c2d90  

 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
 

online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
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The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is Scottish Charity SCO29438 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmordbk1/81218w01.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/text/81217w0027.htm#081217110000016
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081217/text/81217w0027.htm#081217110000016
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=6990ead9-bbfc-427d-9f8c-3f3495363092
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-43a784b3c6b7
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-43a784b3c6b7
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-b083-6e3bd00c2d90
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-b083-6e3bd00c2d90
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consultnov08.aspx
http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultation.pdf
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