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Home Affairs 

Department for Communities and Local Government 

Race Equality Advisory Group: A five-year review 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1101230.pdf  
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Israel 

UK Parliamentary Questions 

Israel: Religious Freedom 
Mr. McGrady: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
recent assessment he has made of the rights of Christians in the Palestinian territories 
with regard to (a) housing, (b) employment, (c) travel and (d) access to their property and 
lands. [242933] 

Bill Rammell: We are concerned about the socio-economic differences between 
Arab and Christian population groups within the Palestinian territories, particularly 
with regard to land urban planning, housing infrastructure, economic development 
and education. We raise these concerns with the Palestinian Authority and will 
continue to work towards improving conditions for Palestinian minority groups. 

Mr. McGrady: To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs what 
reports he has received of the incident on 23 November 2008 during which the Papal 
Nuncio in Israel, Archbishop Antonio Franco, was banned by Israeli authorities from 
entering Gaza; and if he will make a statement. [242935] 

Bill Rammell: We have not received reports that Papal Nuncio in Israel was 
banned by Israeli authorities from entering Gaza. However, we are very concerned 
about the general restrictions Israel has imposed preventing all diplomats, 
including our own staff, and members of the international community from entering 
Gaza. We and our international partners are pressing Israel to remove these 
restrictions. 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm081216/text/81216w00
37.htm#08121714000105  

 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/1101230.pdf
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Downing Street Press Briefing 

Israel 
Asked for details from the meeting the Prime Minister had had with the Israeli Prime 
Minister, the PMS said that they had met this morning at 0730. The meeting was an 
opportunity to discuss the prospects for peace in the Middle East and both men were 
strongly committed to making all possible progress. They also discussed the issue of 
Israeli settlements and the importance of the Palestinian economy and measures that 
could be taken to reduce the constraints on the Palestinian economy. Asked for more 
specifics on this, the PMS said that as we had set out before and as the Prime Minister 
had said yesterday, we believed that it was important to establish a stable economy for a 
potential Palestinian state. 
A viable Palestinian state was reliant on having a flourishing private sector and we 
recognised that restrictions on trade and movement and capital flows had an impact on 
the development of that private sector. We were strongly committed to working with all 
sides to ease those constraints. 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17822  

 
 

Scottish Parliament Motion 

S3M-3116 Bill Wilson: Israel’s Detention of UN Special Rapporteur on Human 

Rights—That the Parliament notes reports of the detention of Professor Richard Falk, 
the UN special rapporteur on human rights in Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, 
thereby denying him access to the Palestinian territories and Israel; further notes that 
reportedly this is partly in response to his claim that Israel’s blockade of the Palestinian 
coastal territory of Gaza was a "Holocaust in the making", that Israel has previously 
denied access to Archbishop Desmond Tutu while he was on a UN fact-finding mission in 
Gaza and that it has deported human rights observers accompanying Gazan fishermen, 
and considers that if Israel were not guilty of human rights abuses in Palestine then it 
would welcome human rights observers and that denying them access only lends 
credence to warnings about the direction of its policies. 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-08/bb-12-17f.htm 

 

 
United Nations 

Adopting text on Middle East conflict, Security Council reaffirms support for 
Annapolis outcomes, declares negotiations ‘irreversible’ 
Reaffirming its support for the agreements and negotiations resulting from the 2007 
Middle East summit in Annapolis, Maryland, the Security Council called on the parties, 
regional States, and other States and international organizations this morning to intensify 
their efforts to achieve a two-State solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, as well as 
peaceful coexistence among all States in the region. 
Adopting resolution 1850 (2008) by a vote of 14 to 0 -- with Libya abstaining -- at the end 
of a meeting in which four permanent members were represented by ministerial and 
other high-level officials, the Council declared its commitment to the irreversibility of the 
ongoing bilateral negotiations between the Israelis and Palestinians, and supported “their 
determined efforts to reach their goal of concluding a peace treaty resolving all 
outstanding issues…”. 
Toward that end, the Council called on both parties to fulfil their obligations under the 
Road Map and to refrain from steps that could undermine confidence or prejudice the 
outcome of the negotiations.  It called on States and international organizations to 
contribute to an atmosphere conducive to negotiations and assist the Palestinian 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page17822
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-08/bb-12-17f.htm
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Authority.  At the same time, it urged intensified diplomatic efforts to foster “mutual 
recognition and peaceful coexistence between all States in the region in the context of 
achieving a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East”. 
Continues (including full text of resolution) …  
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2008/sc9539.doc.htm  
 
Secretary-general, in Security Council statement, calls for unity of purpose while 
stressing vital need to conclude Israeli-Palestinian peace process 
Following is the text of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s statement to the Security 
Council Ministerial-Level Meeting on the Situation in the Middle East, including the 
Palestinian Question, in New York, 16 December: 
This is a very important meeting for the cause of peace in the Middle East, and for the 
central role of the Security Council in achieving it. 
For 13 months since Annapolis, Israelis and Palestinians have been negotiating 
continuously on all the core issues between them.  The Palestinian Authority has been 
pursuing genuine measures of self-empowerment in the West Bank, improving security 
and economic life for its citizens, in a framework of increased Israeli-Palestinian 
partnership.  And the international community has been devoting new effort with the 
parties to secure implementation of Road Map commitments on the ground. 
We had hoped by now to be marking the conclusion of a peace agreement, and turning 
our sights to its implementation.  We all regret that this is not the case.  And we know we 
still face many hurdles.  But a serious process is under way.  We must ensure that what 
has been started is seen all the way through to its conclusion. 
We know what that conclusion must be.  The occupation that began in 1967 must end.  
All people in the Middle East should be able to enjoy peace and full security.  
Palestinians must see the establishment of a State of Palestine alongside Israel, to 
coexist with it in peace and security.  And Israel and the Arab world must come to live 
together in a comprehensive regional peace. 
As we enter 2009, we must stabilize the situation on the ground, in the West Bank and 
Gaza, and ensure that all tracks of the process are intensified.  We must maintain our 
unity and redouble our efforts, all of us:  Israelis and Palestinians; the regional countries 
and the Arab League as a whole; the Quartet, including the incoming United States 
Administration; and this Council. 
As Secretary-General of the United Nations, I am deeply and firmly committed to the goal 
of a just, lasting and comprehensive peace in the region, based on Security Council 
resolutions 242, 338, 1397, 1402 and 1515, the principle of land for peace, the Madrid 
terms of reference, and the Arab Peace Initiative.  And I hope the Council acts today to 
help set us firmly, finally and irreversibly on the path to peace in the Middle East. 
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2008/sgsm12010.doc.htm  
 
Speech by David Miliband: Future of the Middle East 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=10776598  
includes: 
… The starting point for the United Kingdom is the concerns of the people of Israel and 
the Occupied Palestinian Territories.  They are tired and fearful, tired of conflict, but also 
of false promises, fearful of each other, but more fearful of the future. … 
One year after Annapolis, the bilateral discussions have been detailed and serious and 
the Syrian track has been launched.  But cynicism and pessimism have grown.  Rockets 
from Gaza land further in to Israel.  The Israeli restrictions in particular on food and 
medicine causes acute suffering in Gaza. … 
We welcome the recent reiteration by the Arab League on behalf of its member states 
that the Arab world wants formally to end the conflict and establish normal relations with 
Israel.  We believe that the outlines of that peace are clear and can command 
consensus.  Recognition and respect from Arab states for Israel and a Palestinian state 
based on 1967 borders with a just settlement for refugees and Jerusalem the capital of 
both states, Israel and Palestine. … 

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2008/sc9539.doc.htm
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2008/sgsm12010.doc.htm
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=Speech&id=10776598
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our role here today is not just to pass a resolution.  It is to challenge all those with an 
interest in the region to join us in 2009.  The perils of inertia are clear.  Inactivity and 
confrontation are the recruiting sergeants for extremism from Mogadishu to Manchester.  
The gains of effective action are the opposite, the reversal of four decades in which the 
Middle East has been destabilised and the world made less safe.  That is why the United 
Kingdom pledges to do all in its power not just to support this resolution, but to progress 
its implementation. 
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Foreign Affairs 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

British Muslim group visits Darfur and Middle East  
A group of leading Muslims from the UK is visiting Khartoum, Darfur and the region  … to 
demonstrate British Muslim support for efforts to end the suffering of people in Darfur. 
[and] build partnerships between British Muslim civil society groups and their counterparts 
in Sudan. … The delegation includes representatives from Islamic Relief, Muslim Aid, the 
Muslim Council of Britain and those with experience of women and minority issues. …The 
delegates are travelling as part of the Projecting British Islam programme.  
For more information see 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/en/newsroom/latest-news/?view=News&id=10818669  
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Consultations 

Monitoring of Cross-border charities (closes 23 December 2008) 
http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=6990ead9-bbfc-427d-9f8c-3f3495363092  
Appendix 1   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=0be569cc-6efc-45f9-9829-
43a784b3c6b7 
Appendix 2   http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=11a26977-b23e-4c67-
b083-6e3bd00c2d90  

 
Equality and Human Rights Commission: Strategic plan, Equality Scheme and 
Grants Programme (closes January 2009) 

Consultation guides    
http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/policyresearch/consultations/pages/consul
tnov08.aspx  
 

online consultation   http://equalityhumanrights.dialoguebydesign.net/  
 

Identity Cards Act secondary legislation (closes 13 February 2009) 
http://www.ips.gov.uk/identity/downloads/NIS_Legislation.pdf  
 
End of Life Choices (Scotland) Bill (closes 9 March 2009) 
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/bills/MembersBills/pdfs/EndOfLifeChoicesConsultati
on.pdf 
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