
A Celebration of Jewish Writing in Scotland 
 

Inverness Library, 22 April 2012 
Meet the Author, Question and Answer session, Book Signing, Refreshments, 

and a discussion about Being Jewish in Scotland 
 
 

Rodge Glass is the author of the novels No Fireworks (Faber, 
2005) and Hope for Newborns (Faber, 2008), as well as Alasdair 
Gray: A Secretary’s Biography (Bloomsbury, 2008), which 
received a Somerset Maugham Award in 2009. He co-authored 
the graphic novel Dougie’s War: A Soldier’s Story (Freight, 
2010), which was nominated for several awards. His new 
novel, Bring Me the Head of Ryan Giggs, was published in April 

2012 by Tindal Street Press.  Rodge was brought up in the Manchester Jewish 
community and now lives in Glasgow where he is a lecturer in Creative Writing at 
Strathclyde University.   
  

J. David Simons was born in Glasgow in 1953.  He studied law 
at Glasgow University, becoming a partner at an Edinburgh law 
firm before giving up his practice in 1978 to live on a kibbutz in 
Israel.  Since then he has lived in Australia, Japan and England, 
working as a charity administrator, cotton farmer, language 
teacher, university lecturer and journalist. He returned to 
Glasgow in 2006. His first novel, The Credit Draper, which deals 
with the Scottish-Jewish experience of a young Russian 
immigrant working as a travelling salesman in the Highlands, 
was published in May 2008 by Two Ravens Press, and was 

short-listed for The McKitterick Prize in June 2009. His second novel The Liberation 
of Celia Kahn was published in February 2011 by Five Leaves Publishing. He was 
the recipient of a Writer’s Bursary from Creative Scotland in September 2009, and 
was awarded a Robert Louis Stevenson Fellowship in April last year.  

after Kristallnacht.  

 
Annemarie Allan was born in Edinburgh. Her father was a 
French/Jewish immigrant and her mother came from the 
immigrant Irish community in Scotland. Her first novel, Hox, 
which deals with the issues of genetic engineering and animal 
experimentation, won the 2007 Kelpies Prize, and was 
shortlisted for the 2008 Scottish Children’s Book of the Year and 
Heart of Hawick book awards. Breaker, her second novel, 
focuses on a potential environmental catastrophe when a tanker 
collides with the Bass Rock in the Firth of Forth. Her third novel, 
Ushig, a fantasy based on Scottish myths and legends, was 
shortlisted for the 2011 Essex Children's Book Award. Her latest, 

as yet unpublished, children’s book is about the experiences of a young Jewish boy 
who finds himself adrift in a mining community in pre-war Scotland, after his escape 
from Danzig on the morning 
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