Sport
218.

Will Scotland have its own Olympics and Paralympics
teams?
Yes. Scotland currently meets all of the qualifying requirements
of the International Olympic and Paralympic Committees (IOC),
other than being an independent state.
Arrangements will be put in place to ensure that Scottish
athletes were able to compete in Rio 2016 by attending any
necessary qualifying events in the lead up to Rio 2016. This
work would be undertaken in parallel to the wider governance
arrangements required for Olympic and Paralympic
accreditation, establishing Scottish Olympic and Paralympic
Committees and transferring functions currently undertaken
at UK level.
It is only through independence that Scotland can have its own
teams for the next Olympics and Paralympics.

219.

Will independence affect who can play for the Scottish
rugby and football teams?
No. The criteria to play for Scotland at a sport are set by each
world governing body (FIFA for football, IRB for rugby etc) and
not by the Scottish or Westminster Governments.

220.

Will Scottish football teams still be able to compete in FIFA
and UEFA competitions?
Yes. The Scottish Football Association (SFA) is already a
member of FIFA, the world governing body for football.
Likewise, the SFA is also an affiliate member of UEFA (Union
of European Football Associations).
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221.

Will an independent Scotland still be able to host the Open
Golf Tournament?
Yes. The Royal and Ancient are responsible for determining the
venue of the Open. Scotland is the home of golf and Scottish
golf clubs will continue to be part of the rota to host the Open
championships. Both the 2015 and 2016 events are planned
for Scotland.

222.

How will an independent Scotland ensure that elite sport
continues to secure appropriate levels of funding and
facilities?
Scotland already has a number of world class competition and
training facilities. Our national agency for sport (sportscotland)
has responsibility for all aspects of community and performance
sport up to Commonwealth Games level.
It will be for the Parliament of an independent Scotland to
decide how best to generate and deploy this resource to the
benefit of Scottish sport in future.

223.

Would all Scottish athletes have to compete for Scotland
or would they be free to represent the likes of “Team GB”?
Athletes are currently free to choose which country they
represent providing they meet that country’s relevant qualifying
criteria. Whilst the Scottish Government hopes that all athletes
who are qualified to represent Scotland will do so, this is a
personal decision.
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