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Four Corners 
does more than 

provide information 
about what has been 

happening in the regions; 
it opens the mind, sparking 

new ideas, new ventures, 
new friendships. It fosters a 

sense of belonging. A ‘good 
magazine’ will entertain for an 
hour or so. A ‘great magazine’ 
will stimulate the imagination 
and lead to a fuller life. In its 
50th issue, I congratulate Four 
Corners on being such a  
great magazine.
Linda Martin, Highlands & Islands

I congratulate SCoJeC on
publishing the 50th edition of 

Four Corners. It is a particularly 
high quality production with varied 
content and a reach from Orkney 
and Shetland to the Borders. Of 
particular note have been the 
special issues containing matters 
of significance such as the  
updated research on Being  
Jewish in Scotland. It is readily  
accessible to Jewish readers 
and is an excellent form of 
communication with the non- 

Jewish community. We wish  
the magazine well for  

the future.
Paul Morron, Glasgow  

Jewish Representative  
Council

Reaching out, SCoJeC has found Jewish 
people all over the country. Many have no 

community to relate to, unless it’s the whole 
of Scotland. The first step is to make sure that 

people are in touch with what’s happening. 
That’s where Four Corners comes in. Most 

community newsletters are based in a city 
or town; Four Corners is for all of us. 

This is part of a model for the Jewish 
communities of the future.

Paul Spicker, Tayside & Fife

Four Corners  
gives the Aberdeen  
Jewish Community a 

connection with the other 
Scottish Communities that 

it would otherwise not have. 
It is our newspaper, 

keeping us informed of  
matters of relevance 

and communal activity 
throughout Scotland. It 

ensures we are not isolated 
and lets us share what we 

have been doing or plan to do. 
Mazal Tov to the editorial  
team on this 50th Edition; 

we appreciate all your  
hard work.

Debby Taylor, Aberdeen

Four Corners 
reassures us that 

there is sound leadership 
for the Jewish community 

and we are engaging effectively 
with politicians and public bodies. 

It shows that we have vibrant Jewish 
life throughout Scotland, and reflects 

what SCoJeC achieves through its outreach 
and educational services. Isolated Jewish 

people find, for the first time, that they are 
not alone. Scots who have never met a Jewish 

person learn about Judaism at first hand. 
Here’s to the next 50 issues and to  

SCoJeC’s continued success.
Raymond Taylor, Edinburgh
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Israeli in North Highlands
KATHY HAGLER

It was unbearably hot yet again, I was

too tired for words, the wrong political

party just got into power, and I finally

made my decision.

“Scotland, here I come”, I thought, and

it only took me a few weeks to make all

the arrangements – to inform the

Kibbutz I was leaving, to give away most

of my books, pack two cases for

travelling, and fill three boxes to be

sent to me once I had an address. The

most difficult of all was to tell my aunt

it, and I was on my way.

All that happened in the 70s and I have

lived in Inverness ever since, being – to

my knowledge – the only Jew in the

area.

The Highlands were a hundred hues of

green and it rained a lot – a wonderful

experience for someone who had

spent all her adult life in a hot, dry,

edge-of-desert environment.

The hills wore lilac and purple with

heather and the lochs, rivers and

waterfalls made my new world into a

multi-coloured patchwork. Any time I

worried about my future, all I had to do

was walk out my front door and open

my eyes to all that glory about me.

People were cautiously friendly, and

nobody poked their nose into my past,

present, future and private business.

Today, aged 61 and retired, I still have

my batteries recharged every day with

beautiful music and glorious scenery,

but I do go back to Israel for a visit

every year – not for the heat of the

climate but for the warmth of all my

old friends.

Scottish in Israel
TALYA GRANAT

Rain trickles down my neck as I plod

down the street on my way to class.

Grey clouds hover broodingly above the

buildings and the pavement gleams.

Absorbed in picking my way between

the puddles, if I hadn’t glanced up to

look at the view, I might almost have

thought I was walking along a road in

Scotland. It was a typical winter scene.

The only difference is, in Israel I don’t

generally plod through the rain. I skip.

My entire attitude towards rain has

changed since I came to Israel. In

Scotland I regarded it as an unavoidable

inconvenience; I was told as a child that

ducks enjoy the rain, and “it’s necessary

for the crops to grow,” but I didn’t see

why I and the ducks couldn’t take

turns. Here in Israel the rains are eagerly

anticipated throughout autumn (which

doesn’t really happen here, leaves stay

obstinately greenly on the trees

throughout October and November

and then disappear overnight in

December). The water level of the

Kinneret, Israel’s only freshwater lake, is

anxiously followed, and when it finally

starts to rain, taxi drivers will relay you

the latest details on how many

centimetres it has risen, with a hearty

“Thank G-d!”

Rain, the gift of heaven to earth, is

regarded as a measure of G-d’s blessing

to the world. Any farmer knows how

important rain is, both the amount and

the timing. Storms at harvest season

can be almost as disastrous as drought

in the spring. When we do what G-d

wants of us, He sends us exactly the

right amount of rain at the optimal

times, even going so far as to make it

rain at night, so as not to

inconvenience those, like my childhood

self, who wanted to be outdoors.

Of course, it’s not easy to remember

how much we need the rain when my

shoes have a hole in and all I want is a

pair of dry socks. But when I glance up

at the view (and though I do not claim

to be unbiased, I maintain that my area

has the best views in all Jerusalem) and

see the hills around, none of them

approaching the wild majesty of the

Highlands, but with a peaceful

domestic beauty all of their own, I can’t

help smiling, despite my wet feet.

THE CORNERS OF

SCOTLAND

CONTACT THE FOLLOWING:

Dundee

 Paul Spicker: 01382 540 078

Aberdeen

Ehud Reiter: 01224 485 601

Argyll and the Highlands

Frank House: 01445 712151

Students

Dan Roeback 07951 070 730

WELCOME

to the first iss
ue of Four Corners, the newsletter

for the scattered Jews of Scotland!

As you may know, the Scottish Council of Jewish

Communities was set up five years ago at the same

time as the Scottish Parliament in order to be a

single representative voice of all the Jewish

Communities of Scotland.  That means that Argyll,

Aberdeen, and Dundee have a voice, just as much

as Glasgow and Edinburgh – and we are also aware

that the Jewish students probably make up the

largest of the smaller communities, so perhaps “Six

Corners” would have been a better title!

Last November SCoJeC held a superb event in

Dundee, which was attended by 29 people from all

our communities, and in December the Jewish

Network of Argyll and the Highlands held a

Chanukah party in Lochgilphead which brought

together more than 25 people from outside the

more formal communities.  We are grateful to the

Ethnic Minorities Grant Fund and the Black and

Ethnic Minority Infrastructure Scotland for their

support for these events and this newsletter.

“Four Corners” recalls not just the Arba Kanfot, or

small tallit worn under the clothes by orthodox

Jewish men, but also the rabbinic prayers for the

“ingathering of the exiles from the four corners of

the earth”, so it is particularly fitting that the

newsletter is being produced by our own

ingathered exile, Jacqueline Speyer who has run

the Argyll group for the last seven years and has

now made Aliyah to Jerusalem. She goes with our

gratitude and best wishes.

EPHRAIM BOROWSKI, DIRECTOR SCOJEC

What does the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities do?

Amongst other things, the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities responds to requests for consultation

by the Scottish Parliament. It has recently written a response on the subject of Civil Partnership

Registration, and is currently preparing responses on the subjects of Post-Mortem Examination in Hospital,

Organ Retention, the Anatomy Act, and the proposed Sexual Wellbeing and Relationships Strategy.

The Scottish Council liaises with other bodies, within and without the Jewish Community on these and

other issues, and works to develop interfaith relationships, and relationships with other minority

communities. In this way it hopes to enable the Jewish Community throughout Scotland to keep up-to-

date with issues that affect us all, and also aims to increase awareness of the needs of Jewish people

among other groups. With this in mind, the Scottish Council has been active in helping to develop

Spiritual Health policies in several Health Board areas.

If you would like any more information about these or other activities of the Scottish Council of

Jewish Communities, then please contact Leah Granat as above details.

FOUR CORNERS IS PRODUCED BY SCOJEC, THE

UMBRELLA REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION OF ALL

THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN SCOTLAND.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ARE THOSE OF THE

AUTHORS, NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF SCOJEC

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE,

222 FENWICK ROAD

GIFFNOCK, GLASGOW G46 6UE

TEL: 0141-577 8248  FAX : 0141-577 8202

E-MAIL: J-SCOT@J-SCOT.ORG

Four Corners is your newsletter,

to share events, insights, stories, photos, poems, cartoons,

memories, history, mazeltovs, or anything else

with those in other Corners!

Your contributions are welcomed for the next edition.... Please send to Leah Granat at

leah.granat@onetel.net  or 222 Fenwick Road, Glasgow, G46 6UE

SCOTTISH COUNCIL OF JEWISH COMMUNITIES

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE, 

222 FENWICK ROAD, GIFFNOCK, GLASGOW G46 6UE

TEL: 0141-638 6411  FAX : 0
141-577 8202

E-MAIL: J-S
COT@J-SCOT.ORG.UK

CONTACT: LEAH GRANAT 07887 488 100 

FOUR CORNERS IS PRODUCED BY SCoJeC, THE UMBRELLA 

REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION OF ALL THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES

 IN SCOTLAND. THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ARE THOSE OF THE 

AUTHORS, NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF SCoJeC.

Please send your co
mments and 

contrib
utions to Four C

orners

The Corners of Scotland

DUNDEE 

PAUL: 07906 219 262 

ABERDEEN 

EHUD: 01224 485 601

ARGYLL & HIGHLANDS

FRANK: 01445 712 151

STUDENTS 

RABBI D
OVID: 07801 491 386

FOUR CORNERS IS ON THE WEB 

www.j-s
cot.o

rg.uk
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Welco
me to

 Four C
orners 16...

... a
nd co

ngratulatio
ns to

 everyone whose artic
les and photos 

contrib
uted to

 our succe
ss in th

e Board of D
eputies’ M

edia 

Awards.

Four C
orners starte

d in re
sponse to

 re
quests fro

m people 

across th
e Islands and Highlands who wanted to

 feel part 

of “J
ewish Scotland”, a

nd fin
d out w

hat w
as going on in 

Scotland’s established Jewish co
mmunitie

s. The feedback 

you’ve given us has been tre
mendous, and we know th

at 

Four C
orners is enjoyed quite lite

rally fro
m th

e Borders to
 

the Shetlands – a
nd, th

anks to
 th

e website, fr
om Austra

lia to
 

Canada and many places in between! Please do keep sending 

your a
rtic

les and photos to
 Leah (co

ntact d
etails at b

otto
m of 

page) to
 make our fi

fth
 year a

t le
ast as good as th

e last fo
ur!

Just in
 case you missed any of th

em, back issues are on 

SCoJeC’s website at h
ttp

://www.j-s
cot.o

rg.uk/Four_C
orners/

Four_C
orners.htm

l, o
r, if

 you prefer, w
e’ll b

e happy to
 post 

you a paper copy of a
ny th

at w
e haven’t r

un out o
f – 

let u
s 

know!

Four Corners 
has been awarded second place in the Small 

Communities category of the Board of Deputies Media Awards, 

which showcase the best in
 community publish

ing.

Paul Edlin, Vice President of the Board of Deputies with responsibility
 

for Community Iss
ues, w

ho presented the certifi
cate to Leah, sa

id: 

“It i
s a great pleasure to present th

is a
s I 

know how much good 

work Leah and the Scottish
 Council o

f Je
wish Communities do for 

the Jewish Communities of Scotland. This m
agazine makes a huge 

diffe
rence to the lives of many Jewish people in Scotland, especially 

those who live in remote areas. I 
know it is

 produced on a fin
ancial 

shoestrin
g, but th

e quality of it 
when judged against o

ther jo
urnals 

is re
markably high.”

Congratulations

A NEW RESOURCE

Do you want to know where to get 

kosher fo
od in Scotland? W

here to fin
d a 

synagogue service to say kaddish? Je
wish 

bookshops? O
r do you need to know whom 

to ask for a vital piece of in
formation you 

need to complete your fa
mily tre

e?

Lots o
f people do, and their fi

rst 
port o

f 

call is
 often SCoJeC. So, in response to that 

demand, we’ve put together A Guide to 

Jewish Facilit
ies in

 Scotland.

In the Guide you’ll f
ind information about 

all th
e above, and more – a

ll w
ith lin

ks to
 

their website
s, and to maps of the local 

area, co
ntact details, 

and a brief su
mmary 

of th
eir a

ctivities. It
’s b

een online for le
ss 

than a month, and we know that it’s
 already 

been downloaded more than 250 tim
es!

Let us know what you think about the 

Guide – y
ou can read it o

nline at 

http://www.j-s
cot.org.uk/Communitie

s/

Guidebook.pdf 
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Calderwood Lodge Jewish Primary 

School is often referred to as 

the “jewel in the crown of 

the community”, and there 

was much excitement 

amongst the pupils 

as they prepared to 

celebrate the end of 

their Jubilee year. 

One of the highlights of 

the celebrations was the 

creation of a stunning 

Jewel set in Gold
CaLderwood Lodge JubiLee

mosaic on the theme of “Togetherness” 

(“yachad”) as a visual representation 

of the school, and the diversity of 

its pupils. The four quarters depict 

a Sefer Torah and yad (pointer) 

picked out in gold-leaf, self 

portraits by Primary 1 pupils, 

the original school building, 

and a selection of the modern 

technology and the sporting 

activities the school enjoys.  

All pupils from Primary 1 

to Primary 7 worked on this 

project, with the help of local 

artist, Fiona Fleming. The mosaic 

took two weeks to complete, and 

it now has pride of place in the 

pupil entrance foyer.  

Jubilee activities included a 

photograph of all pupils and staff, a 

family fun day planned by the pupils of 

Primary 5, a balloon launch, an open afternoon 

where parents were able to join pupils in the 

classroom, and to see banners made by each class that depict 

aspects of each decade from the swinging 60’s right up to the 

present, and an exhibition of artwork inspired by a project 

on the values and ethos of the school.  In addition, former 

Head Teachers Dianna Wolfson and Ruth Levy prepared an 

exhibition about the school’s history that has been displayed 

at various communal events during the year.  

The school was originally established in a detached house, 

Calderwood Lodge, in the Newlands area of Glasgow, and 

an extension was built as the school roll increased.  Initially 

it was run by the Glasgow Board of Jewish Education (which 

was based in a wooden shed in the garden), but it was taken 

over by Strathclyde Region, and then Glasgow City Council, 

after the community received legal advice from James Mackay 

QC, who shortly after became Lord Chancellor, that the 

Jewish Community was entitled to the same denominational 

educational facilities as the Roman Catholic Church.  It was 

later transferred to East Renfrewshire Council, although the 

school remains in Newlands. While it remains the only Jewish 

denominational school in Scotland, it now has about 150 

pupils of Jewish, Muslim, and Christian backgrounds, and 

there is also an on-site nursery.
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There was standing room only at the launch of SCoJeC’s new educational 

resource, “JOES boxes” – “Jewish Objects for Education in Scotland” – in 

Giffnock. This was attended by more than 30 teachers from as far away 

as Caithness, as well as MSPs Annabel Goldie and Hanzala Malik. 

Zoe Jacobs, SCoJeC’s Education and Community Development 

Officer, explained that SCoJeC’s objective is “to improve 

the quality of education about Jews and Judaism, deepen 

understanding, and make abstract ideas and people real 

and living”.  The initiative was welcomed by Joe Walker, 

Senior Education Officer for Religious and Moral Education 

at Education Scotland. Prof Joe Goldblatt, who championed the 

boxes and enthusiastically sourced many of the items, singled out 

his favourites: small Torah scrolls which were donated by the synagogue 

in Dallas that he attended as a child, and tzedakah (charity) boxes that have been 

decorated by children from the Edinburgh Liberal Jewish Community.  

Zoe then invited the audience to play the part of the pupils in a demonstration of 

how the artefacts can be used to bring Judaism to life in the classroom, and the 

session ended with a lively question and answer session and an opportunity 

for everyone to examine the resources.

SCoJeC is still looking for some additional items to include in the 

resource boxes. If you would be willing to donate a tallit, siddur, 

shabbat candlesticks, kiddush cup, or havdalah candle, please 

contact Zoe Jacobs:

education@scojec.org / 07724 549 817

ANTICLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: 
 

JOE WALKER FROM EDUCATION SCOTLAND AND PROF JOE 

GOLDBLATT ADDRESSING THE TEACHERS; FIONA FRANK 

ExPLAINING THE PROJECT TO ANNABEL GOLDIE MSP;  

HANZALA MALIK MSP (WEARING TALLIT) LOOKS 

ON AS TEACHERS HOLD UP A TALLIT TO FORM A 

CHUPPAH (WEDDING CANOPY).

Around 100 members of the local 

Jewish communities and interested 

others attended a highly successful evening 

of music, food, and learning in St Andrews 

University’s imposing Parliament Hall. The event, 

which was generously funded by the Netherlee and Clarkston 

Charitable Trust, started with a kosher buffet, followed by a lively 

presentation by Zoe Jacobs, with lots of audience participation, on her work 

to bring Judaism to life in mainstream schools. 

Then came a fantastic concert of foot-tapping Klezmer and Scottish dance 

tunes, traditional and contemporary Yiddish songs, some beautifully sung 

unaccompanied, others backed by fiddle or accordion, from award-winning 

US musician Michael Alpert, who has now settled in Fife, and Edinburgh-based 

Klezmer and Scottish fiddle player Gica Loening. There was also traditional 

Yiddish poetry – and even a Yiddish version of Jabberwocky, Yomervokhets.

The lights were turned right down for an atmospheric  Yiddish murder ballad 

Tsvelef a Zeyger (“Twelve o’clock”) the moral of which is never to meddle in 

your daughter’s love affairs or you’ll send up going to her funeral instead 

of her wedding. Then, after a beautiful Yiddish love song written by Michael 

himself, the concert ended with the audience joining in a rousing chorus.

This was one of SCoJeC’s best-attended concerts, and everyone was 

spellbound. As one of the audience said, “The music was superb – made me 

feel very nostalgic and wanting more!”  
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Sharon Levy 

Whilst 
enjoying the familiar 

atmosphere in a Tel aviv 
market 

during a recent tri
p back home, 

I bought a small black and 

white poster of a cottage 

cheese tub. The sce
ne is 

set, 

I th
ink, in

 Isra
el of th

e 1950s 

– it is the same container 

that I remember from my 

childhood, but it is also 

the one that you can still
 

find on most s
upermarket sh

elves 

across 
the land. The caption above the 

pictu
re sim

ply reads: “h
ome is w

here your ro
ots a

re”.

I have been in Scotland now for over 20 years, 
and 

although it 
is a

 place blesse
d with much rain, m

y roots 

are sti
ll o

nly slo
wly growing into this f

oreign terrain. M
y 

experience is n
ot unique, and sim

ilar se
ntim

ents a
re noted 

by many im
migrants i

n the tapestry
 of ethnic groups th

at 

have chosen Scotland as th
eir p

lace of re
sidence. however, 

as a
n Isr

aeli, I
 always th

ought th
at th

e sm
allness o

f m
y 

homeland and the relatively remoteness o
f Scotland means 

that th
ere are only a few of us around.

So it w
as w

ith great delight th
at I f

ound myself a
mongst 

nearly 50 Isra
elis 

enjoying a joint BBQ in the woods, 

celebrating Succot to
gether. B

eing outdoors i
n a beautifu

l 

site
, chattin

g in hebrew, and seeing young families 

enjoying the range of activities laid on by the forestry
 

commissi
on sta

ff, w
as great!

For th
e fir

st t
ime in many years, 

Succot w
as n

ot ju
st a

 

hopeless a
ttempt to

 build a flim
sy sh

elter in
 a cold, wet, 

and extremely windy place, but ra
ther a sta

rt o
f a new 

and excitin
g journey. This Succot I was a

mongst f
ellow 

travellers w
ho had launched on their p

ath to discovering Scotland fro
m the same 

cottage cheese tub. That Sunday, to
gether, w

e created and sh
ared a temporary 

shelter, but also built foundations for a vibrant and sustainable community of 

Isra
elis i

n Scotland.

a big thank you goes to
 SCoJeC sta

ff w
ho supported this im

aginative activity as part 

of th
eir n

ew yaChaS project.

More about yaChaS: www.scojec.org/news/ 

2013/13ix_yachas/yachas.html 

The

Scottis
h Council
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SCoJeC’s Education and 
Community Development 

Worker, Zoe Jacobs, with 
the masks she devised to 

represent the 10 plagues, for 
use in teaching sessions; leading 

a session about Pesach for a class 
at Carrongrange School for special 

needs children in Larbert, with pupils 
acting the Egyptian princess finding the 

baby Moses in the bulrushes,  playing the 
parts of Moses and the burning bush, and 

tasting matza; Zoe presenting an interactive 
session about Chanukah for First Kilsyth Cubs 
Pack and Clyde scouts in November.

C a l e n d a r
Shavuot:  after Shabbat 11th June  

till Monday night 13th June

Fast of Tammuz: 
dawn till nightfall Sunday 24th July

The “Three Weeks” between the 
Fasts of Tammuz and Av are a time 

of mourning for the destruction of 
the Temples in Jerusalem by the 

Assyrians in 586 BCE and by  
the Romans in 70 CE.

Fast of Av (Tisha b’Av): 
dusk on Shabbat 13th August 

till nightfall Sunday 14th August

Rosh HaShanah: 
Sunday evening 2 October  

till Tuesday night 4 October

Shavuot
Dianna Wolfson

Some of you may remember The 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy. The 
mission was to find the answer to “Life, 
the Universe, and Everything” and the 
answer was 42! Right? Wrong! The 
answer should have been 10!
Let me explain …
Pesach is hard work! We felt the hard 
labour of the Jewish slaves as we sat at 
the Seder table, exhausted. However, 
the memory of a happy time with 
family and friends during the Festival of 
Freedom sustains us as we get back to 
our normal routine. 
From the second Seder we started 
counting the Omer every night, marking 
the days towards the festival of Shavuot. 
Just as we re-enacted the story of the 
going out from Egypt at our Seder, 
we should also celebrate the most 

momentous event that occurred when 
G-d gave the Torah to the Jewish people, 
not only for those who stood at Mount 
Sinai but for all future generations. 
The people were transfixed as they 
heard the heavenly voice utter the Ten 
Commandments, the headlines, as it 
were, for the whole of the 613 mitzvot. 
Why then, is Shavuot such a neglected 
festival? 
I did not have the opportunity of a 
Jewish education as a child. When I came 
to Glasgow in 1955, I became one of 
the traditional ‘three times a year’ Jews, 
keeping a kosher home and celebrating 
what I was told were the main festivals. 
Forty years ago, I made a commitment 
to live an observant Jewish life. Shavuot, 
which celebrates the Giving of the 
Torah, is the festival when I can renew 
my acceptance of the Torah. 
The number 10, representing the Ten 
Commandments given to the Jewish 
people on Shavuot, gives the answer to 
Life, the Universe, and Everything. Let 
us all reconnect with them this year. 

These sessions help to 
reduce antisemitism by in- 
creasing knowledge and 
understanding of Judaism 
in a fun and interactive 
way, and explain how 
the stories behind the 
various Jewish festivals, 
many of which are 
important to more  
than one faith comm-
unity, are relevant to 
modern life.
 

Educational,
Memorable,
Positive!



KIDDUSH CUPS IN LINLITHGOW
In March, an interfaith group of volunteers gathered in the beautiful Linlithgow 
Burgh Halls, ready to offer their talent, time and imagination in 
order to help SCoJeC with the JOES Boxes project. Some 
25 volunteers helped us decorate wine glasses to 
create Kiddush cups – the wine glasses used in 
the ceremony welcoming in Shabbat.
As part of the evening, there was a 
short presentation about the Boxes 
project, and how it aims to increase 
education and understanding about 
modern Jewish lives in Scotland. 
Throughout the presentation 
there were plenty of interesting 
questions from the volunteers, 
including the use of different 
artefacts such as the greggor 
or the seder plate, and 
the religious, spiritual or 
emotional connection to them. 
While we decorated the glasses, 
supported and guided by the 
superb artists Tom and Roi – we 
discussed the concept of Kiddush 
– the idea of separating the special 
from the ordinary, and how can 
we use this concept in education to 
further inform young people about 
Judaism. We also talked about different 
ways of thinking about Jewish artefacts, the 
idea of tzitzit being a reminder of something 
important – and if the volunteers were to wear 
something similar what would it remind them of? 
The glasses were decorated beautifully, with volunteers inspired  
by their own lives and how they interpreted the idea of Kiddush and  
the peace that comes from Shabbat. It was a lovely evening enjoyed by children  
and adults alike, with a great outcome for the JOES Boxes project and for all who attended. 

Fort William 
Welcomes 

JOES
 Boxes

L’Chaim!

zoe jacobs

My trip to Fort William in April was exceptionally 
busy, but very lovely all the same. The Passover Education 

session at West Highland College was attended by a small but 
interested audience, including a gentleman who had not attended a Jewish 

event in nearly 40 years. He found the experience quite emotional and at times 
almost overwhelming. Even after all these years, he was able to quote the Mah Nishtanah, 

the traditional Four Questions, when the time came!
The following day, Joe Goldblatt and I visited Banavie Primary School, running sessions for 100 children, firstly 

aged 5–7 and then 8–12. The sessions about Passover included an interactive drama-based retelling of the story, getting 
all the children to participate in different aspects of the tale. The afternoon was spent in Spean Bridge Primary School running 
the same sessions, again to around 100 children. The afternoon was particularly lovely as we had the addition of some songs 
from Joe, which were greeted with great enthusiasm. 
That evening at Lochaber Yacht Club we held a Seder Song session, offering the Jewish community the chance to practise 
the most traditional Seder songs in advance of Passover the following week, and learn some new ones to add to the mix. 
This was attended by ten people, all of whom enjoyed the buffet, the tunes, and the family atmosphere.

With thanks to Netherlee and Clarkston Charitable Trust for their generous support for both these events.



SCoJeC was pleased to 
arrange for Katharina 
von Schnurbein, who 
is the new European 
Commission Co-ordinator 
on Combatting Anti-
semitism, to meet a  
representative group from 
the Scottish Jewish 
community: SCoJeC Dir-
ector Ephraim Borowski 
and Vice-Chair Micheline 

Brannan: Paul Morron, President of the Glasgow Jewish Representative 
Council; Rabbi Yossi Bodenheim, Jewish Student Chaplain; Brianna Sommer, 
President of Edinburgh University Jewish Students Society; and Itamar 
Nitzan, who represents Israelis in Scotland on SCoJeC’s Council.
Ephraim described the Jewish community in Scotland and the increase in 
antisemitism in 2014, and this was illustrated by Yossi and Brianna who 
detailed their own experiences on and around campus, and Itamar who 
explained that many Israelis in Scotland feel vulnerable. Paul expressed 
concern that the Scottish Government had not issued an unequivocal 
condemnation of antisemitism until pressed to do so. Although the situation 
has improved somewhat since SCoJeC raised these concerns directly with 
the First Minister, there remains a general anti-Israel sentiment in Scotland, 
which is often used as a mask for antisemitism.
Ms von Schnurbein was appointed following the EU’s first Annual Colloquium 
on Fundamental Rights, in October 2015, which brought local, national, and EU 
policy makers together with religious leaders and representatives of civil society, 
education, and the media, and agreed strategies to address the significant rise in 
antisemitic and anti-Muslim incidents, including the creation of her new position.
Commenting after the meeting, Ephraim said: “This was very useful meeting, and 
it was encouraging to hear how seriously the European Commission is taking the 
problems of antisemitism in particular and religious hatred in general. We were 
all agreed that public engagement and support by politicians for the Community 
should be more visible at all levels, and that there is a need for a single legally 
enforceable definition of antisemitism.”

Racism
Are We Winning?
On 22 March, SCoJeC Director Ephraim 
Borowski participated in a panel on the topic 
“Racism – are we winning?” at the biennial 
conference on Hate Crime hosted by the 
Lord Advocate and the Chief Constable of 
Police Scotland at Hampden Park.
The conference was tragically overshadowed 
by the terrorist attacks on Brussels that 
morning, and by the sadly expected 
backlash against the Muslim and Jewish 
Communities in Scotland.  Speaking at the 
conference, the First Minister acknowledged 
that,  while religious hate crime in general 
has fallen, hatred directed against Islam and 

Foundation Stone
for the New Calderwood
On 4 May, Rabbi Moshe Rubin of Giffnock 
and Newlands Synagogue, jointly with 
Monsignor Monaghan, parish priest for 
St Cadoc’s, blessed foundation stones for 
the new primary school which will replace 
Calderwood Lodge, and provide an additional 
primary school for the Roman Catholic faith.  
The new campus, costing £18.2m, will have 
separate areas reflecting the identities of 
each faith, while providing shared spaces 
around a joint interactive zone at the centre 
of the building.
Paul Morron, President of the Glasgow 
Jewish Representative Council, said: “The 
bringing together of new Jewish and 
Catholic primary schools on a single cam-
pus is a momentous initiative. It delivers a 
powerful message to the wider community 
that two different faiths can work in close co-
operation. It’s an exciting venture that East 
Renfrewshire can be rightly proud of.”
Pupils and teachers from the two schools 
also took part in the ceremony.

Judaism has increased, and referred to the findings of SCoJeC’s government-funded inquiry into What’s Changed about Being Jewish in 
Scotland in 2015 “that there was an increase in the number of Jewish people considering leaving Scotland. That is unacceptable. There 
had also been an increase – as a result of negative experiences – in individuals hiding their Jewish identity which is, again, completely 
unacceptable.” The First Minister also reiterated the statement she had made at her first public meeting with the Community that “I 
don’t want to be the First Minister, or even live in, a country where Jewish people want to leave or hide their identity.“
The session on Racism was chaired by the Radio Scotland broadcaster and Channel 4 Head of Programmes, Stuart Cosgrove, who 
posed the question “Are we winning?” to a panel of representatives of the Polish, Roma, Muslim, Chinese, and Jewish Communities. 
Ephraim’s answer was “Slowly!”, and he and others echoed the statement by the Lord Advocate that language that was common 
only a decade ago is unacceptable now. After Zosia Fraser, from the Polish community in the Highlands, said that her community is 
“invisible” to public policy, Ephraim suggested this is because the fixation on skin colour in terms such as “BME” excludes those who 
are neither “black” nor the majority, and when he gave the example of the victim of an antisemitic attack who had been told that it 
could not have been racist because he was “not black enough”, it drew an audible gasp from the audience.
Speaking the next day on Radio Scotland, Ephraim echoed the Chief Constable’s call for people to be “alert, not alarmed”, and 
concluded, “Stop putting up with it. If you’re a victim, report it; if you’re a witness, report it. Even if they can’t find the perpetrator, 
it helps form a better picture of the problem”.

Combatting Antisemitism
i n  E u r o p e

L to R:  Micheline Brannan, Ephraim Borowski, Katharina von Schnurbein, Paul Morron, 
Brianna Sommer, Itamar Nitzan, Rabbi Yossi Bodenheim. PHOTO: MARTIN SHIELDS



Religious Leaders with pupils of Lincluden Primary School,  
on the steps of the Buddhist Temple. Rabbi Rose centre, second row from top.

Aberdeen Shul Facelift
Aberdeen Hebrew Congregation have been busy all year, 
preparing for Passover!   Our first Mitzvah Day saw the 
Synagogue, the hall, and toilets all nicely repaired and painted; 
our second Mitzvah Day saw the rest of the hall repainted, and 
the old fireplace removed and replaced.  The windows in the 
community rooms were all removed, renovated, and replaced, 
making them safe, wind- and waterproof, and a lot more 
attractive to look at!

People emailed from far and wide to request a seat for the 
Seder; in fact there were so many requests that for the first 
time ever, we were in danger of having to turn people away.  
Finally we moved some furniture out in order to accomodate 
all who wished to come; and in the end we managed to fit 35 
souls around our Seder table.  There were members, friends, 
students, and visitors from overseas; and a fantastic time 
was had by all, if the renditions of Chad Gadya and Echad Mi 
Yode’a were anything to go by! 	 Next year in Jerusalem!

Purim in Edinburgh
Both Edinburgh Hebrew Congregation and 
Sukkat Shalom held traditional Megillah readings.  
EHC followed up by a Seudah (festive meal) and 
entertainment by a magician who involved the children 
in various tricks including this human pyramid (L).  
Sukkat Shalom revived their famous Purimspiel (R), this 
time set in medieval Edinburgh when King Achashverosh 
(whose reign has unaccountably been omitted from history 
texts!) was prevented from persecuting the McGillah clan.

For anyone searching 
for anything of a 
Jewish nature in 

Scotland, SCoJeC 
quickly comes to 

the forefront, and any 
communication with SCoJeC 

invariably leads to receipt of a 
copy of Four Corners.  As someone 

who had absolutely no personal 
knowledge of anyone or anything associated 

with Scottish Jewry before contacting SCoJeC, I know at first 
hand what a delight it is to discover a thriving network of 
communities and individuals throughout the country, and to 
get an inkling of the varied activities which take place.
Four Corners does more than provide information about 
what has been happening in the regions and in Government; 
it opens the mind to all kinds of possibilities, sparking new 
ideas, new ventures, new friendships. It fosters a sense of 
belonging, no matter how far one is – either geographically 
or in religious observance – from the traditional centres of 
Jewish life in Scotland, and encourages a sense of being part 
of the wider community, often discovering that there are 
other Jewish people previously unknown to them in their own 
neighbourhood.
Four Corners extends an invitation to all who read it to have 
a voice, to make their opinions known, their need met.  A 
‘good magazine’ will entertain for an hour or so.  A ‘great 
magazine’ will stimulate the imagination and lead to a fuller 
life.  In its 50th Year, I congratulate Four Corners on being 
such a ‘great magazine’. 
Linda Martin, SCoJeC Voluntary Ambassador 
for the Highlands & Islands

The Kagyu Samye Ling 
Monastery and Tibetan 
Centre in Eskdalemuir 
was the striking setting 

for the Religious Leaders 
Forum in May, at which 

the Jewish Community was 
represented by Rabbi David 

Rose of Edinburgh Hebrew 
Congregation and Micheline 

Brannan, Vice-Chair of SCoJeC.
During the morning, Rabbi Rose was asked to comment 
on the current controversy about antisemitism and anti-
Zionism.  He explained that criticism of the actions of the 
Israeli Government can be legitimate, and indeed there 
is lively controversy in Israel itself where all shades of 
opinion are freely expressed.  However, challenging the 
right of Israel to exist as a Jewish state is damaging to 
Jews everywhere.  Antisemitism is sometimes disguised 
as anti-Zionism, and when people allege, for example, 

that the media are manipulated by Zionists, this is antisemitic.  Stimulated by Rabbi Rose’s comments, there was also a 
discussion about Islamophobia and the challenges of combatting radicalisation and extremism in faith groups.  
After lunch, the religious leaders were invited to meet a group of Primary pupils from Lincluden Primary School, Dumfries, 
who were visiting the monastery.  The pupils put questions to the religious leaders, such as how long they had been 
believers in their faiths, and what role they had as leaders.  
This was followed by a Scottish Government presentation about changes to the “Getting it Right for Every Child” policy, 
including how the new unified framework and introduction of a ‘named person’ for every child will benefit children without 
undermining the key role of parents in determining what is best for their own family.

Religious 
Leaders 
Forum
Micheline Brannan

The Significance 
of Four Corners
TO SCoJeC’s  
OUTREACH 
WORK



“We seriously 
talked about an 

exit strategy for 

leaving Scotland.”

“For the first time in 62 

years I did not attend 

high holiday services  

this year due to my 

security concerns.”

“I now only tell people 

that I’m Jewish when 

I’ve known them for 

quite a while.”

“I love Scotland and I 

really hope that 2014 is 

just a blip ... I hope that 

2015 will be a fresh start.”

The Scottish Council of  Jewish CommunitiesThe repreSenTaTive 
umbrella body of 
The JewiSh CommuniTy 

in SCoTland 

222 fenwick rd, Glasgow  

G46 6ue  0141–638 6411  
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“I used to be comfortable 

as a Jew in Scotland, 

but not any more.”

“I would never before have considered 

it risky to show my Jewish identity in 

public. However that is changing.”
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SCoJeC
SCOTTISH COUNCIL OF JEWISH COMMUNITIES

Jewish Community Centre,  
222 Fenwick Road, Glasgow G46 6UE

scojec@scojec.org	 0141–638 6411	  

POLICY & RESEARCH 	 LEAH	   
leah@scojec.org 

PROJECTS & OUTREACH	 FIONA	   
	 	  fiona@scojec.org

EDUCATION & EVENTS	 ZOE	   
zoe@scojec.org

Contacts in the Corners

GLASGOW	 orli	   
office@glasgowjewishrepcouncil.org

EDINBURGH	 JACKIE	   
secretary@ehcong.com

TAYSIDE & FIFE 	 PAUL	  
taysideandfife@scojec.org 

ABERDEEN 	  	   
aberdeenhebrew@gmail.com

SMALL COMMUNITIES 	 FRANK 	   
communities@scojec.org

HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS 	 LINDA 	      
linda@scojec.org

STUDENTS	 YOSSI & SARAH	  
yossi@mychaplaincy.co.uk

The views expressed in four corners are those of 
the author, not necessarily of scojec  
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After SCoJeC received almost as many reports of antisemitic incidents 
in August 2014 as in the whole of the previous year, and many Jewish 
people told us that they now felt uncomfortable and anxious and even 
afraid to go about their day-to-day activities, the Scottish Government 
was sufficiently concerned that it agreed to fund a study of how 
the experience of Being Jewish in Scotland had changed since our 
original inquiry in 2012.

Around 500 Jewish people came to our focus groups or completed 
questionnaires, and our findings were sobering: several people told us they 
could think of nothing at all good about being Jewish in Scotland.  Other 
typical comments include:

“For the first time in 62 years I did not 
attend high holiday services this year due to 
my security concerns.” 

“Negativity towards Israel in Scotland has 
caused me sleepless nights.  I can honestly 
say that for the first time in my life I am 
considering moving from Scotland! ”

“I began to fear that antisemitism  
was being legitimised.”

Most tellingly, the person who in 2012 had said that 
Scotland is a ‘darn good place to be a Jew’ told us:

“I feel alienated, and no longer 
Scottish first then Jewish.  
I feel Jewish only.”

We published an initial overview of what we 
found in a special issue of Four Corners last 
year and have now completed a full analysis of 
our findings, which will shortly be posted on 
our Resources webpage at:
www.scojec.org/resources/resources.html

Manifesto Presentation
SCoJeC representatives presented the leaders of the main political parties 
with copies of the  “Ten Commitments” from the Jewish Manifesto for 
the Scottish Election (www.scojec.org/manifesto_2016.html) produced 
jointly with the Glasgow Jewish Representative Council and the Board of 
Deputies, immediately after members of the outgoing Parliament were 
piped from the Chamber and the election campaign began in earnest.

L–R:  SCoJeC Chair Hilary Rifkind, the First Minister, SCoJeC Director Ephraim Borowski, 
Conservative Leader Ruth Davidson, Glasgow Jewish Representative Council President 
Paul Morron, Labour Leader Kezia Dugdale, and Lib-Dem Leader Willie Rennie.

Please support our work: text SCJC22 £5 or SCJC22 £10 to 70070, or https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/scojec
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