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In this month’s ‘E-News’: 

 Linkup on the Web – early news of a forthcoming project 

 ‘Being Jewish in Scotland’ talk and discussion in Orkney, Thursday 30 May 

 Kosher buffet at the Hannah Frank art exhibition, Dalbeattie, Sunday 2 June 

 Two exhibitions in Edinburgh 

 Scottish Cabinet on tour in Shetland, Hawick, Campbeltown and Fraserburgh 

 SCoJeC and the Church of Scotland 

 Linkup for Israelis in Scotland  

 SCoJeC AGM Sunday 9 June 
 

 
Linkup on the Web 
 
Following on from our Being Jewish in Scotland inquiry, we have been pushing for 
funding from various sources to follow up some of the ‘wants and needs’ expressed 
by people from all over the country.  Watch out for more information in the forth-
coming edition of Four Corners about a new project which will facilitate communi-
cations between Jewish people across Scotland, will help in the organisation of 
Jewish themed events and activities, and will link well with a UK wide initiative being 
planned by the Board of Deputies.      
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COMING EVENTS 
 
Being Jewish in Scotland in Orkney 
 
Ephraim Borowski, Director of SCoJeC, will be in Orkney this coming week and will 
be doing a presentation and answering questions on our Scottish Government 
funded inquiry Being Jewish in Scotland on Thursday, 30 May at 6 p.m. at Orkney 
Library and Archive, 44 Junction Road, Kirkwall, Orkney, KW15 1AG.  He’ll also be 
at the library from 5 p.m. to meet local Jewish people and their friends and family.  
 
Please rsvp to Fiona Frank, fiona@scojec.org or tell 07779 206522.  
 
There are Jewish people in every part of Scotland including in the Highlands and 
Islands and as part of our inquiry we included interviews with Jewish people living in 
Orkney and Shetland – as well as with people in the organised Jewish communities 
of Glasgow, Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Dundee.  
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Fiona and Ephraim are happy to come and speak about the findings of our project to 
groups of front line workers and management in local authorities, health services, 
education and other areas, and the project’s findings have resonance for other 
minority groups too.  Let us know if you’d like to organise a talk in your area for your 
professional networks, work colleagues, or interfaith group.       
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Kosher Buffet at the Hannah Frank art exhibition, Dalbeattie 
 
SCoJeC is delighted to be sponsoring the opening kosher buffet and wine reception 
at the Hannah Frank Retrospective at the Nail Factory, Dalbeattie, which opens on 
Sunday 2nd June and runs to Sunday 30th June.  The reception starts at 1 p.m. on 
Sunday 2nd June, and will be followed by a screening of the film ‘Hannah Frank, The 
Spark Divine’, by award-winning filmmaker Sarah Thomas.   The film explores the 
life of the artist as a young woman through her diaries and her poetry as well as her 
art, and includes interviews filmed with Hannah Frank when she was in her late 90s.  
All are welcome.  
 
Hannah Frank: A Glasgow Artist, with Daniel Fuller – Native American Artist. 2 – 30 
June 2013. The Nail Factory, 56 Southwick Road, Dalbeattie, DG5 4EW, Dumfries 
and Galloway, Scotland. 01556 611686.  Opening hours 11-6 every day.  
info@nailfactory.org.uk          
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Edinburgh: News of two exhibitions  
 
Jewish Cinema at the Edinburgh International Film Festival 
 
At the Filmhouse Cinema Café: 88 Lothian Rd EH3 9BZ till 2nd June 2013.   
Opening times:  8 a.m.-11:30 p.m. Monday - Thursday, 8 a.m.-12:30 a.m. Friday,  
10am-12:30 a.m. Saturday, 10 a.m.-11:30 p.m. Sunday.  
This selection of stills and other archival materials from films which were shown at 
the Edinburgh International Film Festival between 1953 and 1956 showcases six 
works which display an incredible variety of styles, genres and approaches by 
Jewish filmmakers including directors Anthony Simmons, John Krish and John 
Schlesinger, producer and editor.   
This exhibition is a ‘taster’ for the ‘Edinburgh Jews’ exhibition which opens just after 
this one closes:  
 
Edinburgh Jews 
 
This exhibition tracing the history of the Jewish community in the city, has been 
coordinated by Dr Hannah Holtschneider, Senior Lecturer in Jewish Studies at the 
University of Edinburgh.  It offers an introductory overview of the long history of 
Edinburgh Jews, focusing on developments from the late nineteenth century until the 
middle of the twentieth century. Contextualised by topographical and global 
mapping, fitting for a people who have moved both around the world and within 
Edinburgh itself, the exhibition reveals the significant influence of this comparatively 
small community on the city. It also addresses the impact of world events, including 
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both World Wars and the Zionist movement, as well as revealing areas of contention 
amongst Edinburgh’s Jews. 
 
4th June to 5th December 2013, open Monday to Friday, 10.00-17.00.  Free 
admission. The University of Edinburgh, New College, Mound Place, Edinburgh  
EH1 2LX.  
 
For more information and to download a poster click here: 
http://bajsbulletin.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/edinburgh-jews-flyer-p1.jpg 
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Cabinet on Tour  
 
The Scottish Government is again having a ‘summer cabinet’ which sees Scottish 
ministers meet in venues the length and breadth of Scotland.  They will be visiting 
the following places: 
24 - 25 July – Shetland 
20 - 21 August -Hawick 
27 - 28 August - Campbeltown 
1 - 2 September - Fraserburgh 
If you’re going to be in and around any of those places on those dates, please 
contact SCoJeC’s Outreach Worker, Fiona Frank so we can arrange to meet up and 
make some introductions.          
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SCoJeC, The Church of Scotland, and the ‘Promised Land’ 
 
As you may well have seen in the media, SCoJeC protested to the Church of 
Scotland about its report entitled "The Inheritance of Abraham?  A report on the 
'Promised Land".  In response, the Council of Christians and Jews facilitated a 
meeting between the Church leadership, and  SCoJeC, the Board of Deputies, and 
other Jewish groups.  The Church acknowledged that it was regrettable that they had 
discontinued our regular joint meetings, and that "some of the language used in the 
report to describe attitudes and beliefs held by some members of the Christian and 
Jewish communities have caused worry and concern in parts of the Jewish 
community", and agreed to withdraw and revise the report.   
 
Sadly, however, the revised report merely removed some of the more obviously 
biased language, misrepresented mainstream Jewish views, and left unchanged the 
conclusion that, as one commentator put it, "The New Testament contains a radical 
re-interpretation of the concepts of 'Israel,' 'temple’, ‘Jerusalem’, and 'land.' When 
the Bible mentions 'Israel,' it does not mean Israel; when it says ‘temple’, the Bible 
does not mean the Jewish temple, ‘Jerusalem’ does not mean the city of Jerusalem’, 
and ‘land’ does not mean land.”  This is an unacceptable attack on Judaism, and 
appears to have been written without any thought as to its impact on Jewish people 
living throughout Scotland, many of whom have reported to us that the undisputed 
increase of anti-Zionist activity in Scotland adversely affects their lives as Jews in 
Scotland.  
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Even more regrettably, the General Assembly then went on, not only to adopt the 
revised report, but to reject an amendment calling for continuing dialogue with the 
Jewish Community in Scotland.   
 
In response SCoJeC issued the following statement: 

The Church of Scotland has deliberately and knowingly burned bridges with 
the Jewish Community in Scotland: the General Assembly was made aware 
of our concerns yet voted explicitly to reject a call for continuing dialogue. It 
will not be easy to rebuild these bridges now the church has openly rejected 
working towards an understanding that will bring our communities together, 
rather than, as this report has done, driving us further apart. 

 
Our full statements can be seen on the links from     
http://www.scojec.org/news/news.html   
Although the Church seems to have slammed the door on bilateral national 
dialogue, we would encourage continuing informal conversations with church 
members across the country.         
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Linkup for Israelis in Scotland                                                 
 
Our Hebrew-speaking Intern Shani Zour ran two focus group for Israelis as part of 
the Glasgow Jewish Community Futures consultation project.  Those present were 
very keen to continue meeting.  A few days after Yom HaAtzma’ut, SCoJeC hosted a 
Scotland-wide event for Israelis living in Scotland, when more than 40 people, 
including children and partners, came together to celebrate their culture and mark 
Israel’s 65th Independence Day. Many had thought they already knew all the other 
Israelis living in their area, and were surprised and delighted to meet ‘new’ people.  
 
Shani led a discussion about our plans for working with Israelis living in Scotland. 
We are planning our next Israeli event to take place on 22nd September – please get 
in touch if you’re not already on our mailing list, if you’re Israeli or of Israeli heritage 
and would like to know more. More information in English and Hebrew and photos of 
our events can be seen on our website – again follow the links from the News 
section  http://www.scojec.org/news/news.html           
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SCoJeC AGM 
 
Please come and meet SCoJeC staff and hear about our work at our forthcoming 
AGM which takes place at Dundee Synagogue,  on Sunday 9th June.  This will start 
with a barbeque lunch at 1 p.m. followed by the proceedings at 2 p.m.  The meeting 
is not likely to last more than a couple of hours and all are welcome. For more 
information and a copy of the agenda contact scojec@scojec.org   
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If you don’t already receive a hard copy of our newsletter Four Corners and you’d 
like to get one in the post, please let us have your mailing address.  If you have any 
comments on anything in this E-newsletter, if you have any news for us that you’d 
like us to put on our website, in our next E-news or in Four Corners, or if you’d 
simply like to tell us something about your experience of Being Jewish in Scotland, 
please get in touch! 
  
Best wishes 
 
Fiona Frank 
Outreach and Projects Worker 
Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJEC)  
Email fiona@scojec.org 
tel 07779 206522.  
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