
 
 

 
 
 

 
Welcome to SCoJeC’s first E-newsletter for 2013. 

 
In this newsletter: 

 Census follow-up 
 “Klezmer Ceilidh” tour April 2013 
 Introducing our Volunteer Local Ambassadors  
 Spin-it-yourself 
 Interns 
 Glasgow Jewish Community Futures – are you Jewish in Glasgow?  
 ‘The Shetland Bus’: concert, Glasgow, Saturday 19th January 
 Jewish in Shetland?   
 ‘Jewish Inter-Links’ 
 Jewish Chronicle survey 
 Holocaust Memorial Day 

 
 

  Census follow-up  
 

The results of the 2011 Scottish census are due to be published shortly, and we 
would be grateful for your help.  The religion question ("What faith or religion do you 
belong to?") was not compulsory, so we hope you can help us improve our 
understanding of the results. (If you have already had an email about this and 
responded to it, please skip the rest of this section).     
 
Did you answer this question?                      Yes/No 
 
If you answered this question, did you tick "Jewish"?   Yes/No  
 
Is there anything else you would like to tell us about the census or the answers you 
gave? 
 
Please email your response to scojec@scojec.org.  All personal details will be kept 
confidential and nothing we publish will identify respondents individually. 

[back to top] 
 

“Klezmer Ceilidh” tour April 2013 
 

SCoJeC will be bringing the Klezmer duo, ‘Klezmatize’ to a venue near you between 
7th and 11th April.  Before the concert, John Sikorski (accordion) and Emma Stiman 
(clarinet) will meet and chat with the audience over a kosher buffet.  We would be 
grateful for local support to help to make the tour happen, including help with posters 
and contacts with the local press, advice about venues, and help with the buffet.  
Please contact Fiona Frank (details below) asap if you’d like to see a ‘Klezmatize’ 
Klezmer ceilidh in YOUR town.  
See them play at http://www.klezmatize.com/home.cfm  

[back to top] 
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Introducing our Volunteer Local Ambassadors   
 

We are very pleased to introduce Linda Martin, who has 
started this month as SCoJeC’s first ‘Volunteer Local 
Ambassador’.  Brought up in Preston, Linda has 
relocated to Scotland, and is currently building a house 
in Lochaline in the Highlands, where she has links dating 
back 40 years.  Over the last year she has attended and 
assisted with SCoJeC events in Dundee, Skye, 
Inverness, Pitlochry, and Oban, and has spoken to 
several local schools about Judaism.  We look forward to 
her continuing involvement in our work.  
You can contact Linda by email on linda@scojec.org  

… and if helping to arrange a Klezmer concert or other event sounds like fun,  
SCoJeC is looking for more volunteers to act as 'local ambassadors' for us in the 
outlying areas away from the established Jewish communities and also to help us 
keep in touch with Jewish people and help organise events around Scotland. 
Expenses will be paid and support and training provided.  
If you are interested contact Fiona Frank (details below) for an application form and 
further details of the requirements of the role.   

[back to top] 
 

Spin-it-yourself 
 

Are you interested in a demonstration and hands-on session of traditional hand 
spinning?  You can learn to spin wool to fulfill the mitzvah of tzitzit, and also to make 
beautiful yarns and threads for other projects such as knitting kippot, crocheting and 
weaving.  We have had an offer from a Scotland-based Jewish international textiles 
teacher, so if you would like a spinning session in your area, again contact Fiona.   

[back to top] 
 

Interns 
 

Welcome also to Shani Zour and Conrad Cohen, who are working with us as interns 
supporting the Glasgow Jewish Futures community consultation (see below).  Shani 
is Israeli and based in Edinburgh, and Conrad has recently returned to Glasgow after 
completing a degree at Nottingham.  Their role is to ensure that young people’s and 
students’ voices are heard in the consultation.  

[back to top] 
 

Glasgow Jewish Community Futures – are you Jewish in Glasgow?  
 

If you live in Glasgow or if you’re connected to Glasgow, we’d like to to hear your 
views about the future of Glasgow’s Jewish community.  You can find the link to the 
electronic survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/WV3QDYR. 

This is part of the Glasgow Jewish Representative Council’s “Community Futures” 
project, and you can see the full consultation document on their website here: 
http://www.glasgowjewishrepcouncil.org/CommunityFutures/tabid/3440/language/en-
GB/Default.aspx 

And if you’re on Facebook, please ‘like’ the Consultation’s Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Glasgow-Jewish-Community-Futures-
Consultation/333506120099024?fref=ts  and pass the link on to your Glasgow 
Jewish facebook friends.    

[back to top] 
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‘The Shetland Bus’: concert, Glasgow, Saturday 19th January 
 

The ‘Shetland Bus’ is the name given to the clandestine route in and out of Nazi-
occupied Norway run by fishing craft based in Shetland between 1941 and 1945.  As 
well as assisting Norwegian resistance fighters, the operation also helped bring 
some Jewish refugees to Britain. 

On Saturday 19th January, Jenna and Bethany Reid will be performing their narrated 
musical suite, The Shetland Bus, as part of Glasgow’s Celtic Connections festival, 
and we will have an opportunity before the concert to meet Oban-based Meg 
McLean, whose mother, aunt and grandmother WALKED from Poland to Norway in 
1938, and were eventually rescued by this operation.  Meg remembers her mother 
talking about this amazing story of “disaster, escape, heroism and survival against all 
odds”, and how she kissed the ground on her arrival in Aberdeen as an 8-year-old 
child.  

Meg will be at the CCA Club, Sauchiehall St, along with Fiona Frank, from 6 p.m. 
prior to the concert.  You’d be most welcome to join us and hear Meg’s story: RSVP 
to Fiona (details below) – or book your ticket for the show and look out for us at the 
end, when we’ll be meeting up with singers Jenna and Bethany. 

The concert starts at 7.30 p.m. at the Mitchell Library and tickets are £13, available 
from the Celtic Connections box office on 0141 353 8000 or on the website at 
http://www.celticconnections.com/Events/Pages/Event.aspx?ev=438&ty=Folk 

[back to top] 
 

Jewish in Shetland?   
 

Judah Passow‘s project to make a photographic record of Scotland’s Jewish life 
comes to Shetland at the end of January.  The internationally acclaimed 
photographer has been awarded a grant by Creative Scotland, and SCoJeC is also 
supporting the project.  Fiona will be in Shetland at the same time, and they would 
like to meet Britain’s most northerly Jewish families. 

SCoJeC will be hosting a kosher buffet at a reception to launch an exhibition of 
drawings and sculpture by Fiona’s aunt, the late Glasgow artist Hannah Frank, on 
Sunday 3rd February, at the Shetland Museum and Archives in Lerwick, to which all 
are welcome.   

Do you have any Jewish friends who are planning to be in Shetland for the Up Helly 
Aa fire festival on 29th January?  If so, do tell them to contact Fiona to find out about 
other Jewish events planned for that week.  

[back to top] 
 

‘Jewish Inter-Links’ 
 

This month sees the first meetings of volunteer ‘inter-linkers’ and older people 
wanting to learn to use Internet, as part of our ground-breaking project funded by the 
Voluntary Action Fund.  Read more in our next edition of ‘Four Corners’: in the 
meantime if you know an older person who’d like to have a local Jewish student or 
young person visit them and show them the kind of thing that the Internet can do, 
please get in touch with Fiona Frank (details below).  

[back to top] 
Jewish Chronicle survey 

 

The Jewish Chronicle is working with JW3, the new London Jewish Community 
Centre, on a survey of Jewish Identity which will be included in a time capsule to be 
unearthed in 2113.  Let’s make sure that Scotland’s Jews are included - you can 

http://www.celticconnections.com/Events/Pages/Event.aspx?ev=438&ty=Folk
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take part at http://www.myjewishidentity.co.uk.  SCoJeC will be contributing some of 
the findings of the ‘Being Jewish in Scotland’ inquiry to this survey.   

[back to top] 
 

Holocaust Memorial Day 
 

You will find events across Scotland, in Glasgow, Aberdeen, Edinburgh, and on the 
Isle of Lewis and in Stornaway, on the Holocaust Memorial Day website 
http://hmd.org.uk/events/find/scotland.  There is also a talk by a holocaust survivor, 
and a film showing of ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ at the University of Dundee, 
on Thursday 24 January at 1800, at Lecture Theatre 3 Dalhousie Building, run by the 
University’s History Society, to which all are welcome.  

[back to top] 
 
Please let us have any stories for future E-newsletters or ‘Four Corners’ by 
emailing scojec@scojec.org – deadline for the next ‘Four Corners’ is the end 
of January.  
 
 
Hoping to see lots of you in 2013… 

Best wishes, 
Fiona Frank 
 
Fiona Frank  
Outreach and Project Worker  
Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC),  
222 Fenwick Road, Glasgow, G46 6UE  

fiona@scojec.org  

tel 07779 206522 (mobile) 
 
0141 638 6411 (office)   
scojec@scojec.org  
www.scojec.org  
www.scojec.org/jewishinscotland.html 
The Scottish Council of Jewish Communities (SCoJeC) is the representative body of all the Jewish communities 
in Scotland. We advance public understanding about the Jewish religion, culture and community, and develop 
and provide information and assistance to educational, health and welfare organisations. We represent the 
Jewish community in Scotland to government and other statutory and official bodies, monitor the Scottish Parliament 
and liaise with MSPs and others on matters affecting the Jewish community. We work in partnership with 
other organisations and stakeholders to promote equality and good relations and understanding among community 
groups. SCoJeC is Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation SC029438. 
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