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Jews in Scotland are not responsible 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO GARNETHILL: 

From left, Scottish Council of Jewish Communities chair Dr Walter Sneader, 

shul chairman Gerald Levin, SCoJeC director Ephraim Borowski and 

Scottish Secretary of State, Jim Murphy 

 

SCOTTISH Secretary of State, Jim Murphy has criticised the description 
of what has been taking place in Gaza as a 'holocaust'. 

Mr Murphy, MP for East Renfrewshire, was addressing a cross-section of 
representatives of care, educational, religious and student organisations at a 

meeting arranged by the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities in Garnethill 
Synagogue on Monday morning.  

Mr Murphy said: "Yes, what has happened in Gaza is a tragedy and no human 

being could remain unaffected by the images of all these children dying.  

"But the numbers involved are a fraction of a day's throughput in Auschwitz 

and therefore the Holocaust has been trivialised by such comparisons. 

Fortunately, most people know that what's happening in Gaza isn't the same 
thing."  

The Scottish Secretary was responding to various reports of how the war was 
stimulating antisemitism and rhetoric. 

Northern Region Chaplaincy Board chair Nicola Livingston reported that she 

had received an email the previous night talking about 'The New Holocaust', 
with photographs of the Holocaust down one side and Gaza on the other. 

Mrs Livingston added: "Students are being verbally attacked for what is going 

on. In smaller student communities especially, they are frightened to engage 
with their Jewish heritage and identity."  

Northern region temporary fieldworker Adam Nuhi added: "We need 

government support to help develop better relations between the Jewish and 
Muslim communities." 
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Professor Paul Spicker, representing the Dundee community, told Mr Murphy: 

"Jewish people are feeling the impact of the anger in the UK. An atmosphere of 
apprehension and fear is building in our community. A member of our shul left 

during the service last Shabbat because a demonstration was taking place in 
the city and she felt scared. 

"I hope that the government would do something to calm the atmosphere and 

ask people to bear in mind that it shouldn't be affecting people in Britain." 

Mr Murphy replied: "Anti-Israeli feeling can lead to antisemitism, but that's 
ludicrous. I, as a Roman Catholic, am no more responsible for the actions of 

the governments of any predominantly Catholic countries than the Jews in 
Scotland are responsible for the actions of the Israeli government, good or 

bad. 

"People's angers and frustrations are rightly allowed to be expressed in a 
democracy, but that should never spill over into antisemitism.  

"It's the world's oldest hatred and there can never be an excuse for it. 

However, I fear that if you solved the problems in the Middle East, it would still 
be there - people would just find another excuse.  

"I don't have a solution, but I know that the only way is to adopt a robust 

approach to combating it and we'll do whatever is necessary to help both on 
and off campus.  

"It should be up to the wider community, not the Jewish community, to tackle 
antisemitism." 

Philip Mason, representing the Edinburgh community, said: "We've felt that 

dealing with the situation locally has helped to quell the sense of apprehension 
which has been building. We've taken various steps and the police have been 

very good. 

"There's a need to get out there, but there's a cost involved in providing 
education materials which we can use towards developing good relations and 

understanding between the Jewish and wider community." 

Newton Mearns Synagogue chairman Howard Beach asked what support the 
government could offer for the greater protection of synagogues from the 

increased threat of attacks. 

Mr Murphy pledged to look into what resources could be made available for 
security and education.  

He said: "It's my understanding that at such times, increased funding is 

available for vulnerable communities. Ken Macintosh will also be pursuing the 
matter of greater security with the Scottish Government." 

Mr Murphy, who was introduced by SCoJeC chair Dr Walter Sneader, stressed 

how important he considered it was for him to be representing the Jewish 
community in Parliament and pledged his continued support and full 

commitment as a loyal friend, especially at difficult times. 

Prior to the meeting, he was given a tour of the refurbished Scottish Jewish 

Archives Centre by director, Harvey Kaplan. 
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