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MEMO is produced by the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities
in partnership with BEMIS. It provides an overview of information of interest to minority ethnic communities in Scotland, including parliamentary activity at Holyrood and Westminster, new publications, consultations, 
forthcoming conferences and news reports.
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During the Scottish and UK Parliament summer recess MEMO will be issued fortnightly on 13 and 27 August and 10 September. 
The Scottish Parliament will return on 2 September, and the         UK Parliament on 8 October.

Note that some weblinks, particularly of newspaper articles, are only valid for a short period of time, usually around a month.
Please send information for inclusion in MEMO to MEMO@j-scot.org.uk 
and requests to be added to circulation to mail@bemis.org.uk 

	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
Sandra White (S3M-345): Asylum Seekers in Scotland—That the Parliament welcomes discussions between the Scottish and UK governments aimed at tackling the situation of asylum seekers in Scotland and to this end supports calls for asylum seekers to be granted the right to work whilst seeking asylum, which has been backed by Glasgow City Council and the Scottish Refugee Council which comments that "It just makes absolutely no sense to have people sitting at home in enforced idleness when they could be contributing to the economy", 
Motion continues on following page


	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Motion (continued)
Motion continued from previous page:
and further believes that an amnesty for asylum seeker families who have been in Scotland since before March 2006 would be one which rightly acknowledges that in Glasgow these families have become a valued part of the local community and the vast difference between the situation in Scotland, where roughly 1,500 families would be granted asylum, compared to over 400,000 in the rest of the United Kingdom.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-08-13f.htm 

Press Release 
New uniforms for border control officers 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-us/news/border-uniform 
News
Polish team join city’s amateur league   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/08/13/newsstory10126077t0.asp
Court interpreter cost concerns 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/south_of_scotland/6946522.stm
Migrants ‘go home for medical needs’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1620847.0.0.php
Law firm helps Poles buy first Scottish homes   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1297652007
Pursued by prejudice   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/spectrum.cfm?id=1304552007
Diana fund to spend £10m on asylum seekers   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article2284317.ece
Asylum seekers at Yarl’s Wood demand glue for hair extensions, new flip-flops and even a change of biscuits in... the great custard cream revolt   

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/news/news.html?in_article_id=476289&in_page_id=1770



	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)

Row over migrants   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/news/tm_headline=row-over-migrants%26method=full%26objectid=19669866%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Migrants like 'modern day slaves'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/6958176.stm
TOP



	Race Relations
New publications
Mixedness and Mixing: Papers for the CRE “e-conference”
http://www.mixedness.org.uk/mixedness/allpapers.html 
News
Cemetery clean-up brings faiths together   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1612685.0.0.php
'History is made' as faiths join to clean up graveyard   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1271142007
Volunteers in graveyard clean-up bid   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1613366.0.volunteers_in_graveyard_cleanup_bid.php
We all have the right of a Scottish cross to bear   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1617752.0.0.php
Oops! Upsy Daisy turns a whiter shade of pale   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/uk.cfm?id=1351362007
TOP



	Race Equality
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
Bill Kidd (S3M-369) Single Equality Bill—That the Parliament expresses concern that the proposals by the Westminster Government to harmonise discrimination law, in order to produce a simpler framework, will not have the desired effect due to the reality that each group facing discrimination has different needs and that these differing needs will not be recognised by streamlined legislation; expresses further concern in relation to Inclusion Scotland’s fear that the proposal for the Single Equality Bill, which will allow public bodies to select aspects of equality to work on over a period of three years and also permit them to take cost into account, will result in potentially not addressing the needs of disabled people for several years; recognises that this could be a concern of all such organisations interested in equality for specific groups, and, while still encouraging a review of discrimination legislation, calls on Westminster to reverse its promotion of a Single Equality Bill in respect of anti-discrimination laws.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-08-20f.htm 
New publication
The Equality Act 2006: Guidance for Schools    

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/194783/0052319.pdf
News
University entrance 'easier for whites'   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2151858,00.html
TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Margaret Curran (S3W-2743): To ask the Scottish Executive which Cabinet Secretary has specific responsibility for sectarianism.

Reply from Kenny MacAskill: The Cabinet Secretary for Justice has overall lead responsibility for the co-ordination of the government’s drive to tackle sectarianism in Scotland. Individual Cabinet Secretaries retain responsibility for the initiatives which are being taken forward in relation to their own portfolio areas.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0816.htm


	Racism

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Margaret Curran (S3W-2744): To ask the Scottish Executive what measures it will take specifically to tackle religious intolerance in Scotland. 

(S3W-2745): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it regards religious intolerance as an issue facing Scotland.  

(S3W-2746): To ask the Scottish Executive whether it considers tackling religious intolerance a priority. 

Reply from Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Executive takes the issue of religious intolerance very seriously and is committed to achieving a Scotland free from bigotry, intolerance and religious discrimination. Working at both government and community level we will engage with all faith communities to build forums for positive engagement and ensure that needs of the diverse minority communities which make up modern Scotland are being heard and understood.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0816.htm
Bill Butler (S3W-3014): To ask the Scottish Executive how it will encourage anti-sectarian project work in schools. 

Reply from Maureen Watt: The Executive has announced a £100,000 fund to support anti-sectarian project work in schools. Education Authorities are currently working with schools to submit funding bids.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0816.htm
Bill Butler (S3W-3015): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it will take to address sectarianism in workplaces and ensure the safety and wellbeing of employees, regardless of their religious affiliation.

Reply from Jim Mather: The STUC are currently facilitating research into Sectarianism in the Workplace and will report the researchers findings to the Executive in the near future. Once received, we shall review any outcomes and make our decisions on that basis. Of course, it remains the case that under the Employment Equality (Religion or Belief) Regulations 2003, individuals already have the right not to be bullied or made fun of at work or in a work-related setting because of their religion or beliefs.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0821.htm 

Bill Butler (S3W-3017): To ask the Scottish Executive how many football banning orders have been applied for by police since their introduction in 2006, also broken down by police force and giving numbers in respect of sectarian behaviour, racist behaviour and other forms of disorder.

Reply from Fergus Ewing: Since the legislation came into force on 1 September 2006, 245 cases requesting Football Banning Orders have been reported to procurators fiscal across the country. Of these, 48 were for sectarian offences and nine were for racial offences. The remaining cases were Breach of the Peace offences in respect of violent or disorderly conduct before, during or after football matches.

The breakdown by police force is as follows:
See following page for table:



	Racism

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Reply continued from previous page:
Number of Football Banning Orders Applied for Broken Down by Force

Force

Sept
2006

Oct
2006

Nov

2006

Dec
2006

Jan
2007

Feb 

2007

Mar 

2007

Apr

2007

May2007

Jun 2007

Jul

2007

Total

Strathclyde

5

3

15

6

0

4

9

1

1

0

3

47

British Transport Police

5

0

27

0

0

5

0

6

1

0

0

44

Lothian and Borders

1

50

6

3

4

0

15

15

0

0

0

94

Northern

0

0

0

1

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

2

Fife

0

0

0

0

2

0

7

0

0

0

0

9

Central

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Grampian

0

0

0

0

0

18

3

4

5

0

4

34

Dumfries and Galloway

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

Tayside

0

0

0

0

0

8

0

0

0

0

7

15

Totals:

11

53

48

10

6

36

34

26

7

0

14

245

 http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0823.htm 

Bill Butler (S3W-3018): To ask the Scottish Executive what commitment it will make to continuing its support for grassroots anti-sectarianism education initiatives such as Nil by Mouth and Sense Over Sectarianism.

Reply from Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government has supported a number of grassroots anti-sectarianism education initiatives over recent years, and recognises the important role played by such projects in tackling sectarianism in our communities.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0823.htm 

 

Bill Butler (S3W-3019): To ask the Scottish Executive how it intends to engage with Scotland’s faith communities to combat sectarianism.

Reply from Fergus Ewing: The Scottish Government will continue to engage with Scotland’s faith communities in a variety of ways to ensure that their views are being listened to and understood. This will include direct Ministerial meetings, visits to places of worship and attendance at other key events. We will also continue to gather views through more formal forums such as the Faith Liaison Advisory Group. This engagement will be taken forward as part of the work of the One Scotland campaign.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0823.htm 


	Racism

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Bill Butler (S3W-3010): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it will take to continue to challenge sectarianism in and around sports grounds.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-08-13e.htm
Bill Butler (S3W-3011): To ask the Scottish Executive what action it plans to bring forward to challenge sectarian attitudes in universities and further education colleges.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-08-13e.htm
Bill Butler (S3W-3012): To ask the Scottish Executive how many individuals have been charged under section 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003, broken down by local authority area.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-08-13e.htm
Bill Butler (S3W-3013): To ask the Scottish Executive how many individuals have been successfully prosecuted under section 74 of the Criminal Justice (Scotland) Act 2003, broken down by local authority area.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-08-13e.htm
Bill Butler (S3W-3016): To ask the Scottish Executive what plans it has to support further academic research into sectarianism in Scotland.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-08-13e.htm
News
Mosques hire guards to protect worshippers as imam is attacked   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/crime/article2246685.ece
Race incidents up in wake of terror attack   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1275812007
We are under siege from racism, say ethnic youths   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1615361.0.0.php
Understanding is key   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1615304.0.0.php
Living under the ‘white gaze’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/focus/display.var.1615306.0.0.php
‘Racism is everywhere...I confront it’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/other/display.var.1615301.0.0.php



	Racism

News (continued)
Report raises police racism fears    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6945201.stm
Ethnic youths view police as racist   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1615926.0.ethnic_youths_view_police_as_racist.php
I'm no racist, says politician under fire over gypsy tirade   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1300412007
Outrage at criticism of Aberdeen travellers

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=18124976&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221 

Speaking out on travellers   http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149212&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149702&contentPK=18124069&folderPk=85910&pNodeId=149693
Man sent hate-mail to his Polish neighbours   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=18131180&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Probe into racial abuse claims   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=18131129&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Sectarian chant fan is arrested   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/news/tm_headline=sectarian-chant-fan-is-arrested%26method=full%26objectid=19665467%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Anti-English racists 'pick on youngsters in Capital'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1326042007
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Press Releases 
A National Conversation begins   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/08/13163352
Forum: A National Conversation

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/a-national-conversation 
European and External Relations Committee to consider independence white paper    

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/nmCentre/news/news-comm-07/ceu07-s3-001.htm
100 days of a new Government    

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/08/23125022
New publications
Choosing Scotland’s Future: A National Conversation    

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/194791/0052321.pdf
Reporting on 100 Days: Moving Scotland forward   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/196007/0052539.pdf
TOP



	Other Westminster
Press Releases 
City Minister Kitty Ussher chairs Islamic Finance Experts Group meeting on feasibility study into Government SUKUK   

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/newsroom_and_speeches/press/2007/press_89_07.cfm
Jack Straw welcomes black gang violence initiative

http://www.justice.gov.uk/news/newsrelease200807.htm 

International Slavery Museum opens in Liverpool on UNESCO International Day of Rememberance

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2491 

TOP


	Other News
Salmond launches a new political chapter   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1617889.0.0.php
Speech by first minister Alex Salmond at white paper launch   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1617400.0.0.php
Independence: now the big debate begins in earnest   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1617913.0.0.php
Let the debate begin   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1617858.0.0.php
Salmond puts independence at the top of the agenda   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1286982007
Bus company reaches a fare solution to veil row   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1275872007
NHS staff told to eat away from desks for Ramadan   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1275192007
Anger over new sites for travellers   

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=18106483&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221
Tories 'welcome all backgrounds'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6958105.stm
The real black power list of 100 leading role models   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2156409,00.html
Research is taking place in Glasgow and Edinburgh to prevent diabetes and obesity in people of Indian and Pakistani origin. The South Asian (including Indian, Pakistani and Bangladeshi) communities are known to have a very high risk of developing type 2 diabetes-about 20% in the adult population. They tend to develop complications related to their diabetes quicker than the population as a whole. This will be the first community-based primary prevention trial for diabetes in the UK, and the knowledge gained will hopefully benefit millions of people in the UK and South Asians worldwide. Over 300 families living in Glasgow and Edinburgh with at least one person with impaired glucose tolerance will be recruited over a 12 month period commencing in July 2007. For information see http://www.podosa.org/index.html or contact Anne Douglas or Alex Celini (University of Edinburgh) 0131 650 3231 /  info@podosa.org
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Criminal Justice and Immigration Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/130/2007130.pdf 

Human Rights Act 1998 (Meaning of Public Authority) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/043/2007043.pdf
Human Tissue and Embryos (Draft) Bill
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=140183&Rendition=Web
UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/068/2007068.pdf
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
**closes this week!
Simplifying Immigration Law (29 August 2007)

http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/immigrationlawconsultation
**closes next week!
A Framework for Fairness: Proposals for a Single Equality Bill for Great Britain 

(4 September 2007)

http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/244/AFrameworkforFairnessConsultation_id1511244.pdf
Controlled Access To UK Labour Market For Romanians and Bulgarians 

(10 September 2007)

http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/controlledaccesstolabourmarket 




	Consultations (continued)
Changes to Section 9 of the Race Relations Act 1976  (14 September 2007)

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/changesracerelations/consultation
Review of allowances at the Scottish Parliament (21 September 2007)
http://allowancesreview.scottish.parliament.uk/call_for_evidence.htm
Priorities for the Ministers for Women Session 2006/2007 (30 September 2007)
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm71/7183/7183.pdf
Gift Aid (30 September 2007)

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/media/0/1/giftaid_complete.pdf 
United Kingdom Household Longitudinal Study: Ethnicity Strand (30 September 2007)

http://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/ukhls/consult1/ethnicity/docs/UKHLS_ethnicity_strand_consultation.pdf
The Governance of Britain, Flag Flying    (9 November 2007)

http://www.culture.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/D4A22BF1-DEA6-46C7-BBE8-4C32DBB21FB4/0/TheGovernanceofBritainflagflying.pdf 

and

http://www.culture.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/B924215A-93CE-4648-9BAD-F2CE4AE26F9A/0/Flagflyingrulesanddates20072.pdf
TOP



	Job Opportunities
Click here to find out about job opportunities advertised  in MEMO+ Recruitment 

TOP



	Funding Opportunity
Show Racism the Red Card

Closing date for applications: 18 September 2007

To help fund the organisation of events or activities during October Show Racism the Red Card (SRTRC) has joined forces with the Scottish Executive as part of the 'One Scotland' campaign and Unison – the public services trade union to offer grants of up to £1000 for community-based initiatives. SRTRC has targeted the grants at innovative projects that challenge racism, celebrate diversity or overcome exclusion throughout Scotland. The total sum of money available will be £40,000, which is a 100% increase from 2006. Grants are available to non-statutory organisations including community groups, schools, youth clubs, fans associations, tenants associations and other grassroots bodies that are working to engage with young people, ethnic minorities, excluded groups, football fans, and refugees and asylum seekers. For information on how to apply see http://www.theredcardscotland.org/action.pdf 
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** next week!
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator Conference

3 September 2007 in Perth (9.30 – 12.30)

OSCR conference to report on its first year of operation and its strategic priorities. For information contact the OSCR info@oscr.org.uk / 01382 220446 or see

http://www.oscr.org.uk/NewsItem.aspx?ID=3b5d63ff-72fb-42d6-a2bb-058eb6421079 ooor. 

** next week!
Mixedness & mixing: New perspectives on mixed-race Britons

4-7 September 2007 “e-conference”

Online conference organised by the Commission for Racial Equality, in partnership with the Runnymede Trust, London South Bank University's Families and Social Capital Research Group, and the Department for Communities and Local Government, to look at issues relating to Britain's mixed-race population ('mixedness') and mixed families ('mixing'). The events will bring together a wide variety of perspectives to identify and discuss new approaches, ideas and experiences, and to consider how these can best be used to formulate policy that delivers equality to all mixed-race people. For information see http://www.mixedness.org.uk/



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** next week!

The changing face of equalities in the 21st century

5 September 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to explore the implications of the change in focus from single identity anti discrimination agendas to the shared equalities agenda of the 21st Century. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk
** next week!

Positive Action in Housing AGM

7 September 2007 in Glasgow (11.30)

For information contact PAiH home@paih.org / 0141 353 2220
Equalities training for voluntary organisations

12 September 2007 in Inverness 9.30 – 4.00)

SCVO seminar to help Project Leaders / Management Committees become more aware of the key concepts of equality, gain an understanding of equalities legislation and the implications for the organisation and help identify personal and organisational methods to help implement equalities. For information contact Nan McCluggage 0141 225 8013 / nan.mccluggage@scvo.org.uk 

Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

19 September 2007 in Kirkwall
26 September 2007 in Lerwick
1 October 2007 in Dumfries
24 October 2007 in Lairg
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Orkney, Western Isles and Dumfries.

A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm
ESOL and Citizenship - Delivering Citizenship programmes for ESOL learners in Scotland
20 September 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar for organisations working with migrant workers or refugees who are speakers of other languages. For information contact Jane Baillie 0131 474 8019 / jane.baillie@scvo.org.uk
Race Equality and Mental Heath Services

20 September 2007 in Edinburgh (9.30 - 4.30)

Health Promotion course to raise awareness of the barriers to accessing mental health services experienced by black and ethnic minority groups and consider how to improve access to services for black and ethnic minority groups. For information contact Health Promotion Services, 3rd Floor Lauriston Buildings, Lauriston Place, Edinburgh EH3 9HA. 




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Current Issues in Asylum: Fighting for Human Rights Against the Tide 

8 October 2007 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

Legal Services Agency seminar to look at the latest developments in European Community law as the Procedures Directive comes into effect; to look at the latest human rights cases to see whether the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) retains the potential to bolster the rights of asylum-seekers; to examine legal tools to help asylum-seekers and their lawyers establish credibility.; to look at the particular plights of women asylum-seekers and and of asylum-seekers who have become destitute after the system has failed them; and to get a foretaste of the results of important research on the impact of the recent overhaul of the appeals system. For information see http://www.lsa.org.uk/currentissuesinasylumiii.aspx 

Seeking Asylum – a Scottish Perspective

8 October 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.20)

Conference to discuss the issue of asylum seekers in Scotland, debate current and future policy, present Local Authority experience and produce examples of successful programmes which have settled people in Scotland and enabled them to integrate into our communities. Participants will also be provided with the opportunity to have their views included in the inquiry being conducted by the Independent Commission on Asylum. For information see http://conferences.holyrood.com/content/view/152/ 
**Show Racism the Red Card fortnight of Action

16-30 October 2007

In society, racism is sadly still on the rise. At the end of March 2007, the Scottish Executive published a bulletin, which showed that the total number of incidents recorded by the Police in Scotland rose by 13 per cent from 4,536 in 2004/05 to 5,124 in 2005/06*. These statistics indicate that there are on average 14 recorded racist incidents every day. The Commission for Racial Equality estimate the true number to be five times this figure. Irresponsible groups and media outlets continue to encourage racism against citizens from minority faiths, travellers, immigrants from EU-accession countries, and refugees and asylum-seekers. This year’s SRTRC Fortnight of Action provides a timely focal point for all those who are committed to challenging racism and discrimination in Scotland. For more information see http://www.theredcardscotland.org/action.pdf 
Five Years On: Scottish national showcase on race equality and health

25 October 2007 in Edinburgh

National Resource Centre for Ethnic Minority Health conference to Learn about the practical work being done to improve healthcare for black and minority ethnic groups. For information contact Christopher Homfray 0141 300 1038 /  Christopher.Homfray@health.scot.nhs.uk 
Delivering equalities through effective monitoring and evaluation

7 November 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to understand the relevance and implications of monitoring, evaluation and mainstreaming equalities in organisations. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Approaching equalities through a Human Rights lens

5 December 2007 in Edinburgh (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to explore the implications of a human rights approach to equalities. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to UK Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
Commission for Equality and Human Rights   http://www.cehr.org.uk/
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 



	Useful Links (continued)
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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