	[image: image1.png]mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm





	            Minority Ethnic Matters Overview
	                                    9 July 2007 / Issue 91            


MEMO is produced by the Scottish Council of Jewish Communities
in partnership with BEMIS. It provides an overview of information of interest to minority ethnic communities in Scotland, including parliamentary activity at Holyrood and Westminster, new publications, consultations, 
forthcoming conferences and news reports.
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The Scottish Parliament is in recess until 2 September 2007. 

Note that some weblinks, particularly of newspaper articles, are only valid for a short period of time, usually around a month.
Please send information for inclusion in MEMO to MEMO@j-scot.org.uk 
and requests to be added to circulation to mail@bemis.org.uk 

	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Motion
Robert Brown (S3M-272): HMIE Report on Services for Children of Asylum Seekers—That the Parliament notes the HM Inspectorate of Education report, Joint Inspection of services for children of asylum seekers in the Glasgow City Council area; welcomes the recognition of the good work done by staff to meet the needs of children of asylum seekers and their parents and the strong leadership shown across the partner services; recognises the considerable challenges to children’s services in this field; supports ongoing work towards achieving the improvements identified in the report, and believes that the Scottish Executive should respond to aspirations among asylum seeker children to undertake degree level studies, as identified in the HMIE report. http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-07-02f.htm


	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Higgins asked Her Majesty’s Government: Why individuals born after 1961 to a British mother and a father who is not a British national are entitled to British citizenship but those born before 1961 are not.

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: My Lords, before 1983, women were unable to pass on their citizenship in the same way as men. On 7 February 1979, a concession was announced that the children of UK-born mothers aged under 18 could apply to be registered as British citizens. In 2003, we introduced a provision to register the adult children of UK-born mothers who were born after 7 February 1961. Those born before that date could not have benefited under the 1979 concession.

Lord Higgins: My Lords, I thank the Minister for that reply, but since the legislation in 2003 the situation has changed. Thousands of people with no connection whatever with the United Kingdom have been granted British nationality but this group continues to be discriminated against, on the basis not only of which of their parents were British, but of age. What is the justification for continuing that situation? Will the Minister undertake to look at it carefully to see what can be done to change it, and at least deal sympathetically with any individuals with a clear British connection who wish to become British nationals?

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: My Lords, I certainly understand the point that the noble Lord is making. Of course, it is within the facility of anyone who has a British connection that goes back over—I think—five years to apply for naturalisation. Many of those who will not otherwise have received the benefit of the 2002-03 amendment may well benefit from that. In the end, I go back to my noble friend Lord Filkin, who explained the position thus in 2002:

“One can only go so far towards righting the wrongs of history before the number of ‘what ifs’ to be taken into account becomes unmanageable”.—[Official Report, 31/10/02; cols. 295-96.]

They were wise words then, and today.

Lord Avebury: My Lords, in that speech the noble Lord, Lord Filkin, called this one of the “wrongs of history” and when the noble Baroness, Lady Ashton, answered a similar question in 2006 she said that the problem was,

“sexism and nothing else as far as I am concerned”.—[Official Report, 7/2/06; col. 630.]

Since neither Minister gave any logical or substantive reason for refusing the request, is there some ulterior reason why the Government are denying the right to register as British citizens to older siblings born to British mothers overseas? Can the Minister come clean and tell us what it is?

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: My Lords, I deny that there is an ulterior motive, so I have nothing to come clean about.

Baroness Kingsmill: My Lords, is the Minister aware that I am one such person, born of a British mother and a father who was not a British national? I took the precaution of marrying a Brit and in that way became registered as a British citizen.

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: My Lords, how wise can one be?

Lord Lawson of Blaby: My Lords, the Minister said a moment ago that he did not have an ulterior motive. Nevertheless, there must be some motive; he cannot be completely irrational. Can he tell the House what it is?
To continue reading the lengthy question and answer session see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70703-0001.htm#07070332000004 


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL4468]: What is the estimated cost of escorting immigration detainees to and from bail hearings in 2007-08; what financial penalties were imposed on the contractors for this service for unsatisfactory performance in 2005-06; and whether there has been an independent audit or evaluation of the performance of the contractors.

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: The Border and Immigration Agency (BIA) does not separately record the cost to escort detainees to bail hearings nor does it monitor performance specifically relating to escorts to bail hearings.

The escort contract contains performance measures by which contractors are measured. Failure to meet the required standards results in the allocation of performance measures resulting in a deduction from the contractors operating fee.

The escort contract is monitored daily by the BIA contract monitoring team. Specific areas of the current contract are being reviewed by the Independent Monitoring Board (IMB). The IMB is a voluntary organisation of prison and immigration centre visitors who assist in assuring that prisoners and detainees are treated appropriately both in detention and under escort.

The contract for in-country and overseas escorting has been audited by the National Audit Office. The results have been published in the NAO report, Returning Failed Asylum Applicants 19 July 2005.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70703w0001.htm#07070340000008 

Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL4566]: What childcare provision is made during substantive asylum or immigration interviews of women with small children, or when a woman gives evidence corroborating the case of her spouse. 

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: The Home Office does not provide childcare to those attending substantive asylum or immigration interviews. We are currently considering whether childcare might be facilitated at substantive asylum interviews

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70703w0001.htm#07070340000010 
Nick Clegg [141409]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, what the average time a Home Office presenting officer spent on (a) a deportation appeal, (b) an asylum appeal and (c) an immigration appeal, excluding the time spent travelling and waiting for, and presenting, an appeal hearing was over the last 12 months.

Reply from Jacqui Smith: Over the last 12 months the average time spent by a presenting officer on an individual deportation appeal or an individual asylum appeal was three hours and thirty-six minutes. The average time spent by a presenting officer on an individual immigration appeal was one hour and thirty-six minutes. These figures exclude time spent travelling, waiting for and presenting appeal hearings. They represent the average preparation time spent by a presenting officer for each case type.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070629/text/70629w0002.htm#07062957000039 


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lord Hylton asked Her Majesty's Government [HL4568]: What assessment they have made of reports that 100 women at Yarl's Wood Immigration Removal Centre are refusing food, 70 per cent of women had reported previous rape, 57 per cent had no legal representation and nearly half had been detained for more than three months; and what action they are taking to improve conditions and procedures and to minimise the use of detention.

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: A number of women (92) refused their evening meal on 8 May as a result of unfounded rumours regarding the new contractor, Serco Ltd, which was awarded the contract to operate Yarl's Wood on behalf of BIA. The contract director communicated widely with detainees and the majority resumed eating the following day. There have been no large-scale refusals to take meals at Yarl's Wood since 8 May.

Procedures are in place at all removal centres for case holders to be informed of any allegations of rape and/or torture that are made by detainees. We would not be able to confirm the percentage figure of those women who had reported previous rape as this would involve checking each individual case at disproportionate cost.

Both the Legal Services Commission and Bail for Immigration Detainees hold regular workshops for detainees at Yarl's Wood and the centre library has information on legal representation which can be accessed by detainees.

The contract that exists between the Home Office and Serco outlines the Border and Immigration Agency's requirements in regard to the services provided to detainees. The contract is underpinned by an ethos of improving services to the detainees both in terms of care and safety. A bi-weekly meeting is in place to support direct communication between detainees and the managers of the centre.

Of those leaving detention in May, the average length of stay was between seven and 10 days. People are detained only for as long as is necessary and for the shortest period possible. Those detained immediately prior to removal would usually be held for no more than a few days. However, on occasions people are detained for longer periods, usually while awaiting travel documentation from their respective embassies or where a removal has failed and a subsequent removal is being organised.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70703w0001.htm#07070340000012 



	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Andrew Dismore [146166]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many cases were referred to Ministers for review of the continued detention of children on immigration grounds beyond 28 days in each of the last three years; and in how many of those cases was detention not extended beyond 28 days.

Reply from Liam Byrne: The information requested on referrals is not centrally collated and could be provided only by examining individual cases at disproportionate cost.

Quarterly snapshots are published in the quarterly asylum bulletin, showing the number of people detained under Immigration Act powers on the last Saturday of each quarter. Statistics on the total number of persons leaving detention each quarter are also published in the quarterly asylum bulletin.

Published information on immigration and asylum is available on the Home Office's Research Development and Statistics web site at:
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070702/text/70702w0005.htm#07070238000060 

Keith Vaz [146104]: To ask the Chancellor of the Exchequer what change there has been in (a) the proportion of immigrants arriving in the UK from the European Union since 1 May 2003 and (b) the countries of origin of those immigrants.

Reply from Angela Eagle: The information requested falls within the responsibility of the National Statistician who has been asked to reply.

Letter from Dennis Roberts, dated 2 July 2007:
The National Statistician has been asked to reply to your recent Parliamentary Question concerning (a) the proportion of immigrants arriving from the European Union since 1st May 2003 and (b) the countries of origin of those immigrants. 1 am replying in her absence. (146104)

The requested information is only available for calendar years by country of last residence. The latest figures are for 2005.

Estimates for the European Union as a whole are routinely published based on Total International Migration, the most comprehensive measure of international migration into the UK. Figures requested are given in Table 1. Estimates by individual EU country of last residence are only available using International Passenger Survey (IPS) data. These figures are given in Table 2.
Table 1: Total international migration to the UK by country of last residence, 2003 to 2005
Table 2: migration to the UK from the EU by country of last residence , 2003 to 2005 (IPS only )
To view tables see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070702/text/70702w0009.htm#07070243000013 




	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Lynne Jones [146762]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department what percentage of failed asylum seekers and their dependants removed to their country of origin under the assisted voluntary return (AVR) scheme in 2006 were given help with reintegration through the provision of training, education or help starting a small business; what the average cost per person was of return under the AVR programme in 2006; and what criteria are used under the AVR programme in the selection of recipients for help with reintegration in their country of origin through the provision of training, education or help starting a small business.

Reply from Liam Byrne: Reintegration assistance is available to all those who return via the voluntary assisted return and reintegration programme (VARRP) one of a number of assisted voluntary return (AVR) schemes operated by the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) on behalf of the Border and Immigration Agency. VARRP is the largest of the AVR schemes and the only one that includes reintegration assistance as standard.

The average cost of an AVRIM return in 2006 was £1,434.23 per returnee.

Reintegration assistance was taken up by 57 per cent. of those who returned through VARRP in the 2006 calendar year. The breakdown of this figure is as follows:

Percentage
Starting a small business

87

Provision of training

1

Provision of education

1

Other

11

Reintegration assistance is provided in kind in the country of return; however, during 2006 the enhanced package offered included the option to take phased cash payments. This is included in the “Other” category.

The average cost of a VARRP return in 2006 was £2,024.59 per returnee. No criteria are used to select recipients for help with reintegration in their country of return as all those who return through VARRP are eligible.

The other major AVR scheme is the assisted voluntary return for irregular migrants (AVRIM). Those who return via this scheme do not generally receive reintegration assistance. However, it can be considered for a limited number of vulnerable applicants who are likely to fall into categories such as victims of trafficking or unaccompanied minors.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070703/text/70703w0004.htm#07070351000017 




	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Mike Penning [146968]: To ask the Secretary of State for Justice how many applications for statutory review of a refusal to grant asylum were submitted in each year since 1997; how many such applications were granted; and how many substantive re-hearings of asylum applications were successful.

Reply from Bridget Prentice: Appeals against a decision to refuse asylum are heard by the and Immigration Tribunal (AIT) and prior to April 2005 its predecessor, the Immigration Appellate Authority (IAA). Appeals are heard by an Immigration Judge (IJ) of the AIT. 
[Table 1: Volumes of asylum appeals since 1997]
Following a decision on appeal, the unsuccessful party can apply for it to be reviewed on the ground that the IJ made an error of law. The provisions on review were established under Section 101 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum (NIA) Act 2002 and amended by the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants etc) (AITC) Act 2004.

Prior to April 2005, in an appeal to the IAA, the losing party could apply to the Immigration Appeal Tribunal (IAT) for permission to appeal against the decision on a point of law. If refused permission to appeal, the party could apply to the High Court (or the Court of Session in Scotland) for statutory review of that decision, on the ground that the Tribunal had made an error of law. If the High Court granted the application, the case was remitted to the IAT.

Since April 2005, losing parties in appeals to the AIT can apply for review of the decision via a transitional ‘filter’ provision. Applications are considered by Senior Immigration Judges (SIJs) of the AIT. If the application is granted, the SIJ will make an order requiring the AIT to reconsider its decision. If the application is refused, the party can ‘opt in’ to the High Court for statutory review, which is decided by a High Court Judge on consideration of the papers. If the High Court grants the application, an order requiring the AIT to reconsider its decision will be made.

 [Table 2: Information is provided for the Tribunal’s permission/filter applications and for the High Court from 2003 when the statutory review provisions commenced.]

If an application is granted, either by the AIT or the High Court, the appeal falls to be considered afresh by the AIT. 
[Table 3: Appeals reconsidered and allowed by the AIT and the IAT, pre-April 2005]
In appeals to the IAT (i.e. those prior to April 2005), the outcome (allowed or dismissed) relates to the party who lodged the appeal to the IAT, so may have been the respondent in the initial appeal to the IAA. Since April 2005, where an appeal is reconsidered by the AIT, the outcome relates to the appeal and not to the application for review. Thus, where an appeal is allowed on reconsideration, that represents a decision in the appellant's favour.

To view tables see:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070704/text/70704w0008.htm#07070445000095 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Press Release
Strengthening the country's borders
http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/strengthening 
News
Half of immigrant Poles plan to stay   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1520770.0.0.php
TOP



	Race Relations
News
Secondary pupils to be taught British values   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2121441,00.html
TOP



	Race Equality
New publication
Participation and Local Strategic Partnerships 
http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/participation_and_LSPs.pdf 
TOP



	Racism
Westminster Debate
Racism (Universities)

Brooks Newmark: I am pleased to have secured an Adjournment debate on the important subject of tackling racism in universities, in particular on the proposed University and College Unions’ boycott of Israeli academics, although I am disappointed that in this day and age the issue should need to be debated at all. There is no place for racism anywhere in British society, but it is a particular affront to that society that any racism should persist in our universities.

This subject is hedged in by considerable complexity, not least caused by the need to protect academic freedoms from the clunking fist of Government. Nevertheless, the volume of legislation available to prevent racism on university campuses is considerable. The Race Relations Act 1976 obliges higher education institutions to promote race equality and good relations between different racial groups. The Public Order Act 1986 made incitement to racial hatred a crime, and that provision was buttressed in 2001, and again by the Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006. To those we can add the Crime and Disorder Act 1998, which introduced racially aggravated offences, and the Equality Act 2006, to outlaw discrimination on the grounds of religion and belief. If I have missed out any law, I hope that the Minister will correct my omission when he replies.
To read the continuation of the debate see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070629/debtext/70629-0011.htm#07062963000003 
News
Mosque fire treated as suspicious    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6276304.stm
QC cleared over 'sectarian joke'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6262988.stm
Donald Findlay cleared of offensive joke charge   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1514166.0.0.php
Top QC cleared over 'sectarian' jokes   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1034002007
Racism linked to breast cancer risk   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6275574.stm 
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Parliamentary Question
Alex Neil (S3W-1766): To ask the Scottish Parliamentary Corporate Body when the Scottish Commission for Human Rights is likely to become operational.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/businessBulletin/bb-07/bb-07-02e.htm 
Press Releases 

Scottish Parliament Announces Festival of Politics 2007 Programme

http://www.festivalofpolitics.org.uk/news/news-07/001.htm
Festival of Politics Programme

http://www.festivalofpolitics.org.uk/pdf/Eprog.pdf 

Minister visits Edinburgh mosque   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/07/06120648
News
Keeping the faith   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1027542007
1000s line streets for Holyrood royal parade   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1031352007
TOP



	Other Westminster
New publication
The Governance of Britain    

http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm71/7170/7170.pdf



	Other Westminster (continued)
News
Black MP joins Cameron’s younger front bench team

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1524592.0.0.php
TOP



	New Publications
Constitutions of Bodies Established Under English Law  Applying for Charitable Status in Scotland: Briefing from the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator 

http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=7bdde6ac-e3af-4234-95a2-9bf85d0fbaaf
Guidance on Registration with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) for England and Wales charities    

http://www.oscr.org.uk/DocumentViewer.aspx?id=2eccea3a-fc40-486f-8095-2c8b35cd3130
TOP



	Other News
New Website Opens Doors to Freedom of Information   

http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/home/News/20070705.asp 

Asian Scots in heart attack risk    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6271786.stm
Asians at higher heart attack risk   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1046502007
TV news 'a turn-off for young and ethnic minorities'

http://media.guardian.co.uk/broadcast/story/0,,2118873,00.html 

Few UK imams 'come from Britain'    

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1053492007
Are UK's imams modern enough?   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6280238.stm


	Other News (continued)
Aftermath of the terrorist attacks in London and Glasgow

Update on Glasgow airport incident    

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/07/02085457
Religious leaders unite to condemn terror attacks    

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news/nrleadersunite.htm
Sarwar: we must unite   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_headline=sarwar%2D-we-must-unite%26method=full%26objectid=19386720%26siteid=64736-name_page.html
Salmond: country shows ‘hope and resilience’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1511281.0.0.php
'These are not your young people’   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1511282.0.0.php
Why Scotland is in the terrorist bombers’ sights   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1511424.0.0.php
We must all work together to root out extremism   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1511418.0.0.php
Threats made after Glasgow attack   

 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6258544.stm
Salmond praises terror response    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6260158.stm
Reflecting on Glasgow's terror attack    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6262402.stm
Muslims voice their anger at ‘barbaric’ acts    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1512255.0.muslims_voice_their_anger_at_barbaric_acts.php
Fire attack near to mosque probed    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/edinburgh_and_east/6261290.stm
Police investigate fire at mosque   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1514037.0.0.php



	Other News

Aftermath of the terrorist attacks in London and Glasgow (continued)
Controlled blasts outside mosque    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6263884.stm
Swoop on car at mosque   

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1514946.0.swoop_on_car_at_mosque.php
Moslems should not be vilified    

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149212&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149702&contentPK=17721206&folderPk=85910&pNodeId=149693
Muslim leader fears 'rising hostility'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1036382007
March to highlight unity of faiths   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1517305.0.0.php
The voice of Scotland's Muslims: We will not let this evil divide us. We would die for this country   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1039412007
Senior officer meets Muslim leaders in bid to reassure   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1040902007
Muslims in anti-terror campaign    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/london/6275772.stm
Minister to visit mosque in wake of terror attacks   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1055122007
Minister angered by revenge attacks   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1527908.0.0.php
Muslims are welcomed as 'the latest of Jock Tamson's bairns'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=1058452007
MP’s support for Muslim community   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/07/07/newsstory9962787t0.asp
'Islamic duty' to help UK police    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6280884.stm



	Other News

Aftermath of the terrorist attacks in London and Glasgow  (continued)
Hundreds attend anti-terror rally    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6279416.stm
Faiths unite in rally against terror   

http://www.sundaymail.co.uk/news/tm_headline=faiths-unite-in-rally-against-terror--%26method=full%26objectid=19422831%26siteid=64736-name_page.html
Faith in justice must unite us   

http://www.sundayherald.com/oped/opinion/display.var.1528464.0.faith_in_justice_must_unite_us.php
Wars no excuse for terror, states Sturgeon   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/glasgow.cfm?id=1064062007
'The fact that our beautiful religion can be so misused hurts us badly'   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1063802007
'We pass noiselessly in the street, not engaging'   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=1063792007
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Bills in Progress
Westminster
Criminal Justice and Immigration Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/130/2007130.pdf 

Forced Marriage (Civil Protection) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/079/2007079.pdf



	Bills in Progress
Westminster (continued)
Human Rights Act 1998 (Meaning of Public Authority) Bill
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/043/2007043.pdf 

Human Tissue and Embryos (Draft) Bill
http://www.dh.gov.uk/prod_consum_dh/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dID=140183&Rendition=Web 

** UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/068/2007068.pdf
Proposed amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/068/amend/ml068-ii.htm 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldbills/068/amend/su068-iia.htm 
House of Lords consideration of amendments

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70702-gc0001.htm#07070242000003 

and

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70705-gc0001.htm#07070547000002 

TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Reorganisation Draft Guidance (31 July 2007)

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=2060a713-e322-4007-bf06-b3e7ce15b1ac 

Response form

http://www.oscr.org.uk/PublicationItem.aspx?ID=b61f921e-bbd4-45fd-82a4-d6c642a99dd4
Scottish Elections Review

http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/elections/scotelecreviewconsul.cfm 

Prevention Of Illegal Working: Consultation On The Implementation Of New Powers To Prevent Illegal Migrant Working In The UK (7 August 2007)

http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/preventionofillegalworkingc1.pdf 




	Consultations (continued)
Draft Guidance on the design of sites for Gypsies and Travellers (22 August 2007) 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/560/DraftGuidanceonthedesignofsitesforGypsiesandTravellersAConsultationPaper_id1510560.pdf 

Simplifying Immigration Law (29 August 2007)

http://bia.homeoffice.gov.uk/6353/6356/17715/immigrationlawconsultation 

A Framework for Fairness: Proposals for a Single Equality Bill for Great Britain    http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/244/AFrameworkforFairnessConsultation_id1511244.pdf
Changes to Section 9 of the Race Relations Act 1976  (14 September 2007)

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/changesracerelations/consultation
TOP



	Job Opportunities
Click here to find out about job opportunities advertised  in MEMO+ Recruitment 
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
** this week!

Discrimination Law Review consultation

9 July 2007 in Edinburgh (10.30 – 1.00) 
Women and Equality Unit event to raise awareness about the on the consultation A Framework for Fairness: Proposals for a Single Equality Bill for Great Britain arising from the Discrimination Law Review. For information contact Kate Hepher Kate.Hepher@communities.gsi.gov.uk / 0207 944 0629.




	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
** Article 8: the asylum legacy case review and the role of the lead professional
18 July 2007 in Glasgow (6.00 – 8.30)

Scottish Refugee Council / LSA / STUC seminar to enable lawyers and those involved in advocacy and related policy work to gain an understanding of how recent legal decisions by the Border and Immigration Agency may impact on future cases. For information and booking form see http://www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk/Legacy_Lead_professi 
 The changing face of equalities in the 21st century

5 September 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to explore the implications of the change in focus from single identity anti discrimination agendas to the shared equalities agenda of the 21st Century. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

19 September 2007 in Kirkwall
26 September 2007 in Lerwick
24 October 2007 in Lairg
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Orkney, Western Isles and Dumfries.

A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm
ESOL and Citizenship - Delivering Citizenship programmes for ESOL learners in Scotland
20 September 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar for organisations working with migrant workers or refugees who are speakers of other languages. For information contact Jane Baillie 0131 474 8019 / jane.baillie@scvo.org.uk
MSc in Racism and Imperialism
Begins September 2007

University of Glasgow course that investigates the part played by racism and imperialism in shaping the cultures and structures of the modern world. It invites students to examine the possibility that the emergence of racist beliefs and imperialist politics may be, in surprising and disconcerting ways, central to the development of modern society. Its aims are:

· to examine the roles played by racism and imperialism in the formation of the modern world; 

· to assess various theoretical explanations of the causes, nature and consequences of racism and imperialism; 

· to provide students with the intellectual resources necessary for a critical consideration of the racialised and imperialist power relations in the contemporary context.

For information contact Clair Clarke 0141 330 4088 / c.clarke@socsci.gla..ac.uk  or see http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/pginfo/mscracism.htm



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
Current Issues in Asylum: Fighting for Human Rights Against the Tide 

8 October 2007 in Glasgow (10.00 – 4.00)

Legal Services Agency seminar for  to look at the latest developments in European Community law as the Procedures Directive comes into effect; to look at the latest human rights cases to see whether the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) retains the potential to bolster the rights of asylum-seekers; to examine legal tools to help asylum-seekers and their lawyers establish credibility.; to look at the particular plights of women asylum-seekers and and of asylum-seekers who have become destitute after the system has failed them; and to get a foretaste of the results of important research on the impact of the recent overhaul of the appeals system. For information see http://www.lsa.org.uk/currentissuesinasylumiii.aspx 

Delivering equalities through effective monitoring and evaluation

7 November 2007 in Glasgow (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to understand the relevance and implications of monitoring, evaluation and mainstreaming equalities in organisations. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk 

Approaching equalities through a Human Rights lens

5 December 2007 in Edinburgh (9.30 – 4.30)

SCVO seminar to explore the implications of a human rights approach to equalities. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 / equalities@scvo.org.uk
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	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to UK Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 


	Useful Links (continued)
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
Commission for Equality and Human Rights   http://www.cehr.org.uk/
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
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